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TO  THE 

CHRISTIAN  READER, 


HE  Nawe  of  the  Ke^veretid  Ju- 
thcr  ef  this  Worh^  will  cotftmend 
it  to  the  Accepance  of  them  att^ 
vpho  xvcre  ehher  acquainted  with 
hk  Minijiry^  or  ha've  attentive-- 
ly  fern  fed  his  Treatijes  formerly  phblifhed^ 
He  was  a  JVork^mart  who  needed  not  to  be  a- 
fhawed:  Js  the  matter  of  his  Difconrfes  wasfo- 
lid  and  prof  table^  fo  his  language  was  pregnant 
and  dellghtfuU ,  both  which  took  much  upon  his 
graciom  and  ingenuous  Auditors*  This  is  to  be 
ach^on^hdgeda  great  abatement i}f  the  Churches 
loff  by  his  death  ^  that  though  he  be  dead  ^  he  yet 
fpeahtbfrom  the  Prefs  by  the  ufefull  Treatifes 

Az  left 


To  the  Reader. 


left  written  by  his  OTvn  ha^d ,  which  through 
Gods  Mercy ^way  prove  rich  blejfwgs  untopojle- 
rityy  by  edifying  Chriflians  in  Grace  djid  Com  - 
fort.     As  the  reafonable  immortal  foul  is  tlje 
more  noble  part  of  vtan^  fo  fnpernatnral  Grace 
doth  truly  ennoble  it  by  tntrodncing  the  lih^nefs 
and  life  of  God.     This  Grace  which  is  The 
( p)  Phil.  1.6.  good^work  ^    The  good  and  perfed  gift 
{©^Jam.i.     of  Goa  °     may  be    promoted  bah    in  its 
habit  and  exercife^by  fnch  helps  as  this ,  which 
Divine  Providence  putteth  into  thy  ha  fid.  And 
therefore  fince  f^^^ifyit^g  Grac€  ( ivhichis  the 
firength^  beauty  ^  riches  of  thefonly  and  the  beji 
thing  on  this  [tdeChriji  himfelf  From  vvhdTe 
(o^johni.i^.  falx)cfs,we  all  do  receive  Grace  for  Grace /^) 
'id  wrought^  preferved^  enlarged^  andqiiickned 
by  thefe  weans^  iheyjhotild  be  gladly  welcomed^ 
and  diligently  improved  by  all  ferions  fncere 
Chrijiians,  And  whereas  Humility  and  Sinceri^ 
ty  are  Graces  eminently  excellent-^  and  ufeful 
ihroHghoHt  the  whole  courfe  of  Chriftiainty  ren^ 
dring  every  other  grace ^and  every  duty  the  more 
lovely  and  accept  able  *  Helps  in  both  thefe  ihoptr 
mayeji  expeSi  from  this  enfning  Treatife.      The 
Text  here  handled  doth  hold  forth  at  the  jlrfi 
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fZfien^^b'ow  SinfHlheff  a^idlXpriohtnefs  of  Gods 
fer<z/antJ  :  Theii:  firifHluefs  bitterly  bewailed , 
and  their  tiprightnefs  Jerioufly  dcjignedyvrhence 
rt?e  have  The  Anatomy  of  if^cret  fins ,  Pre- 
fumptuous  fins^  Sms  in  Dominion,  and  of 
Uprightnefs. 

Eztery  fclf  fmjideri/^g  Chrijlian  doth  fee  fo 
much  On  in  his  heart  a7id  Itfe^  that  he  is  abafeM 
under  the  Burden   ofifjjoiv  hea^z/y  then  is  this  ^i,^p;gj  3 
thought  upon  his  heart^that  there  are  many  thou- 
fands  of  (ecret  unfeen  Errors  chargeable  upon 
him  by  the  All  kiiorving  heart  fear ching  God, 
Jndyet  this  adds  further  load  unto  the  hurdned 
Spirit^  that  bejjdes  his  former  guiltinefs  of  and 
inclination  to  prejumpiums  fnS^    ("  thihg  i  hei- 
nous and  hor  rid Jihe  feeds  alfo  of  that  unpardo- 
nable fn  (^the  thoughts  rfhereof  are  amaT^ing 
and  dreadful  to  every  Gracious  heart^do  he  and 
live  in  his  depraved  nature.    Thefe  particulars 
are  here  largely  andconvincin^y  difcourfed  of 
by  means  whereof  ihefecure  finner  may  be  rvell 
arvah^ned^  and  the proudheart  deeply  humbled. , 
What  examples  of  VAtt^vMommng'' ^  fclf- 
loathing^^and  lamentable  outcries  ^^uponthps  rOEzek.j^. 
account  are  recorded  in  the  holy  Scriptures.  Hon?  rg;Kom.7.»4^ 

A   3  need- 


To  the  Reader, 


needftill  and  feafonable  this  too  mnch  negfeBed 

Indea^vrur    would  be  in  thefe  loofe  Inl^e-warfji' 

limes ^  might  eafily  be  wanife^ed-      The  mani' 

foldprecioHS  Benefits  of  this  praBife  way  per* 

(h)V[ii U' ^7  ftPdde  it  i  Befidcs^  Divine  Acceptance  ^  an^ 

ra;Ha 57.15.  tamiliar  Communion,*^  together  rpith  many 

^c66.z.        ^j^y  Prowifes    hereby  poJ?eJfed.      By  meanes 

hereof  the  Jonl  tvill  patiently  iuhmk  to  Gods 

rejt  Pct.5. 5.  ^fl]i£j:ing  hand  %  and  ferioufly  fet  upon  re- 

Job 21.  i^.     ai  Reformation  ^  :  Thus  Chrift  will  become 

Mic.7.9-       much  more  precious  and   Iwcet  unto  the 

^'^io,w^    foul  ""i  Jnd  as  we  pall  be  wade  more  Meek  in 

^^^  /i^i^iV^^^^  deportment  towards  all^  fo  more  peculiarly 

Rom7  24.2?.  ^>QiYipa(fionate  towards  Bleedings  Repenting 

(h)Tit.i.2,i.finners\  viewing  the  number  and  heinoufnef 

of  our  own  Irregularities  ^confdering  how  much 

rojRom  7.  i8  y^Q  Qj^.  fehes  do  ftdl  lie  under  Sins  Dominion^ 

(c;Mar.i6.7j  wjth  the gujlt  of  fome prefumptuoHS  Iniquities". 

Good  Reader  ,  thoufjali  not  only  be  thus  e- 
djfed  in  fUuniilicy  (  his  FroduSi  offinsdif 
co'very)  but  in  Sincerity  alfohy  that  which 
followeth  in  the  Anatomy  of  Uprightnefs. 
"Unexprejfibk  are  the  Comforts  which  come 
into  the  fid  by  clearing  up  its  Sincerity  from 
ScripfHre  evidence,      if  there  be  a  Mcflcn- 
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I  — 


gicr  211  Interpreter,  one  of  a  thbu/and  to 
fhew  unto  man  hiV  Uprlghthc^^ thenheis^^^J^^^^^ 
£jraciousunrohim^  znd  faith y  Dehver  hihi 
from  going  down  to  the  pit j  1  have  found  a 
Ranlom ,  his  flefli  fliall   be  freflier  then  a 
Child  ;     Jtjd  for  the   Enjoyment   of  fatis^ 
faSiionoHt  of  Gods  All-rofficicncy  is  aflured 
m  the  Covenant   of  Grace    unto  upright 
walking  with  his  Majefty  ^.     Herein  confifis  ^^^^'''''^''' 
Gods  image  in  man  "^  which  is  his  faireji  beau-  Cd)ncci7..^S' 
iy^  and  his  greatcji    Glory.     The  imperfect 
performances  of  the  Sincere^  do  not  onlyfnd 
Acceptance  *^,  but  Dehg^t  in  the  Lord  "^  j  unto  (^)^  chrcjo. 
them  he  will  not  deny  either  Grace  or  Glory,  ra;  Pro.i^.s* 
or  any  thing  may  be  truly  Good  Pj  and  notmth-  ^P-^^'^*^'^'*-'  ' 
flanding  the  faddejl  dtfpenfations  imaginable , 
GodwtUbe  conjiantly  and  fuperlatiz^ely  good 
unto  them  *" :    How  bad  feeder  they  be  in  their  (cjvc^Lt^.  i. 
own  eyes^     yet  they  are   pcrfe£i:   in   Gods 
Account  ^iand  they  may  alwayes  rcjoycQ  with  ^"^^  Pr.j7.j7. 
Thankfgiving   before   the  Lord^    and  with 
gUdfome  Boldnefs^':  /^^^Pale death z> J^//' w ^^jpftLj?.  i. 
the  face  when  it  doth  approach  ' .      But  we  (tjaCoM.i* 
will  not  enlarge  our  fel'ves  in  thefe  matters^con* 
tenting   onr  jel<ves  with  thefe  Jfjort  hints  fug- 
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geUed  to  gwe  ihee^  a  tajf  of  that  ftveet  fruit 
vfhtch  thoHWayefi  expeti  to  reap  by  ths  careful! 
pernfalof  this  ^eryfa^ory  nfefnU  Book^^  which 
vpc  commend  to  thy  Improvement  ^  and  thy  f elf 
therein  to  the  Blejpng  of  the  Jlmighty^  through 
lefm  Chri^y  in  whom^  and  for  whom^  we  are 

Thy  faithfull  friends  and  fervants  y 

Humphry?)  Chamkrs^ 
Edmund  Cahm'jy 
Simeon  Ajhy 
Adomram  Byfeild* 


''•^?? 
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THE 


Anatomy 


OF 


SECRET   SINNES: 


PSALM  ip.i2. 


Who  can  nnderfland  hk Errors  ?  Cleanse  thou  me 
fromfecrctj  :  or  fromfecret  jins^  or  faults. 


le 


Aint  Chryfoftom  conjectures  that  the  main( 
intention  of  the  greatcll  part  of  this  Pfalm 
conlifts  in  the  difcovcry  of  divine  provi- 
dence, which  manifefts  itfclfinthe  mo- 
tions :  and  courfes  of  the  heavenly  bodies ,  ^ 
concerning  which  the  Pfalmlf^  fpeaketh 
much,  from  z/.  i .  to  the  7.  Saint  Anft^'iHe 
(^upon  the  plac^)  is  ofa  quite  different  o- 
pinion,  who  conje£lures  that  Chriit  is  the  whole  fubjed  of  this 
Pfalme  :  whofe  perfon  is  compared  to  the  Sunne  for  excel- 
lency and  beauty,  and  the  courfe  of  whofe  do^lrine  was  dif- 

B  perfcd 


Ihe  Contents  of  the  Ffalme. 


The  contents 
of  the  Pfalm. 
A    double 
knowledge  of 
God  by  the 
book  of  the 
creature. 


The  book  of 
•  thcScriptore- 


The  experi- 
niencal  know 
ledge  of  hiav- 


pcrfcd  round  dboiic  the  world  by  his  Apoftles,  to  which  Saiiic 
Pa7il  ailudeS5( Rom ,i o.  i ^.Have  they  not  heard ^yes^  verily  their 
foHnd'Weat  tnta  all  the  earthy  &c,)  and  the  efticacy  of 
whofc  Gofpelis  like  the  heat  of  theSiinne,  which  picrcech 
into  the  very  heart  of  the  earth,  fo  that  into  thefecrctsof 
the  foul. 

I  confe(u:this  allegorical  exposition ,13  not  altogether  in- 
pertinenr, neither  is  that  literal Expofition  o^SzmiChryfoflo;n 
to  be  blamed,  for  it  hath  its  weight. 

But  to  omit  all  variety  of  conjeiSures,  this  P/^t/;;?  containes- 
in  it.  ^  , 

A  dotihle  kinde  of  the  k^tQwleige  of  ^od^  of  vvhich  one  is  ^y 
the  hoak^  of  the  Creature ;  and  this  Divines  call  a  natural 
knowledge  :  there  is  not  any  one  creature,but  it  is  a  leaf  writ- 
ten all  over  with  the  defcription  of  God, his  Eur-fial  ^o;9er  and 
God-head  may  he  pi?7:ler flood  by  the  things  that  are  fcen  ^  faith 
the  Apoftlc  ,  Rom,i,zo.  And  as  every  creature,  fo  efpecially 
the  Heavens  do  lead  us  to  the  knowledge  of  a  God:  fo  v.i^ 
of  this  Pfalm  I  The  Heavens  dech.re  the  glory  of  God,  ani 
the  firmament  (heTveth  his  hanjyworl^i  they  are  the  Theatres  as^ 
it  were,  of  his  wifdoin,  and  power,  and  glory. 

Another  is  by  the  hotk^  of  Scriptur:  t  And  this  knowledge 
is  far  more  diftincl  and  explicite  :  with  the  other ,  even  the 
Heathens  do  grope  after  a  Deity,  but  with  this,  Chriftians  do 
behold  God  as  it  were  with  open  face:  The  Chirac^ers  here 
are  nowfrefh,  fpiricual,  compleat,  and  lively  :  The  Word  of 
God  is  the  lingular  means  to  know  God  aright :  Look  as  the 
tight  which cx)mcs  from  the  Sunne  ,  fo  that  Word  of  God, 
which  is  light,  is  the  cleareftway  to  know  God  who  is  lighc 
itfelf.  Hence  it  is  that  thcPialnift  ftands  much  upon  this, 
from  V,  7.  to  ^'.i  2.  where  he  fets  open  the  words  in  its  fevc- 
ral  encomiums  and  operations,  viz,,  in  itsperfe£li^n ,  its  cer- 
tainties, and  firmneOfe;  its  r^ghteoufnefs,  and  ♦^urity,and  truth, 
and  thrn  in  its  efficacy  :  That  it  is  a  converting  word  ,  an  il- 
lightning  v  brd,  an  inftru6Hng  word  ,  a  rejoycing  word ,  a  de- 
firable  word  ,  a  warning  word  ,  and  a  rewarding  word, 

2.  A  fingular  anl  exferln^ental  k»ovs> ledge  of   himfelfy^o  it 

'  fecmcth  that  that  word,  which  Davfd  did  fo  much  commend, 

be 
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he  did  commend  it  from  an  experimental  efficacy ;  he  had 
found  it  to  be  a  righteous,  and  holy,  and  pure,  and  difcovering 
word,  laying  open,  not  onlyvifible  and  g"ofs  cranfgrcrfions , 
but  alfo  like  the  li^hrot  the  Sunne;  Tbofe  othervvife  inob* 
ferved  and  iecret  atomes  of  fenfes  flying  within  the  houfe, 
I  mean  in  the  fecrct  Chambersof  the  foul. 

Now  in  this  there  are  two  things  which  the  Pfalmifi   lets  The  parti  o{ 
down.  ^  _  '^^Tcxt. 

1.  A  fad  comflairtt  of  b'ls  IgmrancC'^  [who  coin  underjland  his  ^  ^^^ 
errors  ?]  As  Tanlm  his  cafe  fpake,  the  Larv  is  holy^andjnji-^  plaincof  bis 
and  goo^y  and  ff 'ritual',  but  J  ^m  fold  nnder  Jj?2yKom.j, 12 ji^,  ignorance, 
fo  Vavid  here,  the  Law  of  the  Lord  is  pure,  and  righteous,  and 
perfci^,  but  I  am  very  finful ,  many  (ins  I  fee  in  my  fclf,  and 

more  there  are  which  I  cannot  efpy ,  I  cannot  find  them  out, 
nay,  I  think  faith  he,  every  mans  fins  do  arife  beyond  his  ac- 
counts, he  cannot  give  a  full  and  entire  lift  of  them  ,  who  c^n 
undcrfland  his  errors. 

2.  An  earns  ft  re^neft-i  and  that  for  three  things.  An  carneft 
One  is  to  he  cle^-mfed  fror/i.  fecret  fins  ,  which  words  fome  'ci"«ft. 

expound  that  hcdciires  to  be  pardoned,  not  only  his  known,  JlY^^^^ 
but  alfo  his  unknown  fin;  Yet  others  conjeaure  that  his  de- g^nnej°^  "^^^" 
fire  rcachcth  to  fan^lification,  which  might  prevaile  not  only 
againft  open ,  but  the  private  and  cloier  methods  of  fin- 

2i  Another  is  to  be  ktpt  from  pref^mptuofu  ftnsjV.i^.Sctint  ^  u    ?. 
Anftln  and  others  read  it ,  a  fuperhlis  contlne  fervnm  tuum ,  ^^^^  prefum- 
keep  back  thy  fervant  from  prides.    I  think  their  reafon  is  pruous  fins.  * 
becau/e,  i.  Pride  is  a  bold  and prefuming  finne.  3.  And  it  is 
that  which  is  the  maine  ingredient  of  a  prcfumptuous  kindc 
of  finning  :  even  good  men  have  the  root  of  high  tranfgreiTi-. 
ons  within  them,  into  which  they  may  fall.    If  corruption 
might  have  its  fwinge ;  and  if  they  do  not  fall  into  them, 
k   is  not  becaufe  they    are  able  alone  to  keep   them- 
f^clves,  butbecaufeGoddothbyhis  fpirit  of  grace  keep  them 

I^Ackj 

^  .A  third  is,f^^  ordering  of  his  words  and  thoughts^  which  he  The  ordering 
dcfires  mieht  be  fo  compofed,that  thej  might  he  always  accept  a-  °^^'"  words 
hie  in  the  fight  of  God ,  V.14.  as  if  he  had  faid,  O  Lord,I  do  not  *"^  ^boogbw. 

B  2  only 


Dawds  Complaints 


only  deflre  to  be  kept  from  the  viler  wayes  of  fin,  but  from  all 
whatfoever,  1  would  not  only  not  be  witrked,  but  I  pray  thee 
that  I  may  be  good:  As  I  would  not  do  evil,  fo  I  would  nor 
fpeak.eyil,  nay  as  I  would  not  fpeak  ,  fo  I  would  not  thinkc  e- 
vil>  I  deiire  to  be  foe,  as  that  I  may  be  acceptable  before  thee; 
i  dclire  to  do,as  that  I  may  be  acceptabk  with  thee;  I  de/ire  to 
fpeakefo,  as  that  I  may  be  accepted  ;  yea  and  I  de/xre  to 
thinke  fo ,  that  I  may  be  acceptable  in  thy  fight. 

In  my  poore  Conjecture  you  have  in  David  here  a  lively 
copy  of  an  upright  heart,  which  is  truly  plain  all  over,  and 
pitchcth  upon  this,  that  it  may  be  acceptable  with  God  ,  and 
that  it  may  be  fo,  it  would  be  wrinfed  of  all  fins , not  only  no- 
torious and  vifible,  but  invifible  and  fecret ,  and  it  would  have 
not  only  an  outward  decency  of  religion  in  pious  a6tions ,  but 
alfo  an  inward  conformity  even  of  the  very  thoughts  and 
Meditations  of  the  heart. 

I  fhall  not  fpeak  of  Davids  complaint,  v,i  3.  nho  cm  mdcr- 
fi.md  hu>  errors  ?  only  a  word  and  a  way. 
What  is  meant      By  errarsy  he  meanes  his  unwitting,  and  inconsiderate  mi- 
byer^on.        flakes:  There  are  fins,  (ome  which  are  committed  when  the 
„    •  Sun  fliines  (  i,  )  with  light  and  knoAledge,  and  then  as  it  i? 

with  colours  when  the  Sunneflunes  5  youmayfee  them,  fo 
thcfe  a  m.an  can  fee  and  know?  and  confcfs  them  particularly 
to  be  tranfgreffions :  there  are  other  fins,  which  are  com- 
mitted either  in  the  times  of  ignorance  ,  or  d{Q  (  if  there  be 
knowledge  )  yet  with  inobfervance  :  either  of  thefemay  be  fo 
heaped  up  in  the,  particular  number  of  them,  that  as  a  man  did 
(when  he  did  Commit  them)takc  no  notice  of  them,fo  noTV  af- 
ter thcf:ommiiTion,  if  hefhouldtake  the  brighteft  candle  to 
fearch  all  the  records  of  his  foul,  yet  many  of  them  would, 
e.fcapc  his  notice.  And  indeed  this  is  a  great  part  of  our  mi- 
fery  that  we  cannot  underftand  all  our  debts :  we  can  eafily  fee. 
too  many,  yet  many  more  lie  as  it  were  dead ,  and  out  of 
fight  ;To  im  k  one  great  mifery,and  then  to  forget  our  fins  is  a 
mifery  too :  If  in  repentance  we  could  fet  the  battel  in  array^. 
point  to  every  individual  fin  ,  in  the  true  and  particular  times 
of  ading  and  re-a6ling,  D  how  would  our  hearts  be  more  bro* 
tenwith-fliajncaind  foriow-,  and  how-  would  we  adore  the 

rich- 
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richncifcof  the  crcafurc  of  merc7  which  muft  have  a  multi- 
tude in  it,  to"  pardon  the  multitude  ©f  our  infinite  errors  and 
finnes. 

But  this  is  the  comfort,  though  we  cannot  underfland  eve- 
ry particular  fin,  or  time  of  finning,  yet  if  we  be  not  idle  to 
fearch  and  caft  over  the  books;  and  if  we  be  heartily  grieved 
for  thofe  fins  which  we  have  found  out ,  and  can  by  true  re- 
pentance ,  turn  from  them  unto  God,  and  by  faith  ,  unto  the 
blood  of  Jefus  Chrift ,  I  fay,  that  God,  who  knowes  our  (ms 
better  then  we  know,  them;  and  who  underfUnds  the  true 
intentions  and  difpofitions  of  the  heart,  that  if  it  did  fee  the 
unknown  fins,  it  would  be  anfwerably  carried  againll  rhem  i 
He  will  for  his  own  mercy  fake  forgive  them  ;  and  he  too  ivlll 
not  remember  them.  Neverthekfs  ,  though  X)^z//i/  faith,  who 
can  underfland  his  errors  ?  as  the  Prophet  Jeremiah  fpakc  alfo, 
The  heart  of  man  is  defferately  jvickjdy  who  can  kpow  it  ?  yet 
muft  wc  beilir  our  felvcs  at  heaven  to  get  more  and  more  hea- 
venly light  to  finde  out  more  and  more  of  our  finnings :  So 
-th*  Lord  can  fearch  the  heart:  And  though  we  fliall  never 
,be  able  to  finde  out  all  our  fins  which  we  have  committed,  yet  ^ 
it  is  pofTible ,  and  beneficial  for  us  to  finde  out  yet  more  fins 
then  yet  we  do  know  :  And  you  fhall  find  thefe  in  your  own 
experience,  that  as  foon  as  ever  grace  entred  your  hearts  y 
you  faw  fin  in  another  way  then  ever  you  faw  it  before  ,  yea  , 
and  the  more  grace  hath  traverfed  and  increafed  in  the  foul,thc 
more  full difcoveries  hath  it  made  offinnes:  It  hath  fiiewn 
new  fins  as  it  were,  new  fins,  not  for  their  being,  not  as  if  they 
were  not  in  the  heart  and  life  beforc,but  for  their  cvidence,and 
our  apprehenfion  and  feeling :  wc  do  now  fee  fuch  wafes  ,and 
fuch  inclinations  to  be  finful  which  we  did  not  think  to  be 
fo  before:  As  phyfick  brings  thofe  humours  which  had  their  Sitnilc, 
refidence  before,  now  more  to  the  fcnfe  of  the  Patient :  or  as 
the  Sun  makes  open  the  motes  of  duft  which  were  in  the 
roome  before,  fo  doth  the  light  of  the  word  difcover  more 
corruption. 

But  I  paffe  by  chat  point  of  the  impoflfibility  of  a  full 
apprehenfion  of  all  finnes  committed  ignorantly ,  and  in- 
confidcrately. 

^  B  5  I 
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VAvUi  requeft  j  now  proceed  from  Davids  complaint  to  Davids  reqneB , 
and  here  I  fLall  fpeak  of  his  firft  Requeft,  vi2j,  Cleanfe  thou  mz 
fromfecrets  ,  or fecret fins.  Saint  iAnftin  upon  the  words. 
Ah  occtiltismels  nmnda  me  domine  ^  exprefeth  it  thus,  A  cupl- 
ditdtibusin  me  latent ibus  munda  me  \  (i.^  fromthofe  concu^ 
pifcences  which  lie  fo  hid,  and  fo  clofe,  and  fo  private  within 
me:  O  Lord cleanfe  thou  me ^  And  in  his  fecond expofition  of 
this  P[alm(ioi  he  expounded  the  P/^/;?/ twife)  Tolleexcorde 
mdiamcG^itationemy(  i)0  Lord  take  out  o£  my  very  heart 
even  the  iinful  thoughts. 

I  will  name  the  Propofxtion ,  and  then  we  may  perhaps  o- 
pen  things  more  fully. 


CHAP.  L 

T>oSi  f^^^^^  "^  ^^  ^^'  dejire  of  an  holy  f  erf  on  to  he  cleanfed^  not  on» 

It  is  thc*d€/ire  ffliJl^   ^l  f^^^^  pMick^y  but   alfo  from  frlyate  and  fecret 

ofa holy  per-    ^Cjl^  /z;?;?^/,  Rom. 7.24.  O  wretched  man   /faith  Paul) 

fon  robe  clean*  f^iirl%  who  jhall  deliver  f?^e'>    Why,   OblelTsid    Apoftle  ! 

fed  from  fecrec  what  is  it  that  holds  thee  ?  what  is  it  that  molcfts  thee  ?  thy 

^  life,  thou  fayeft,  was  unblamable  before  thy  convcrnon  ,  and 

fince  thy  converiion  ,  Phil  ^,   Thov.  hafl  excrcifed  thy  felf  to 

have  a  confcicjice  void  of  ojfence^toward  God  and  toward  men  y 

A6ls  24.16.  And  yet  thou  cricft  out,  O  wretched  man  ^    and 

yet  thou  complained,  ^/^e?//-^//  deliver  w<?<*  •Verily  brethren, 

it  was  not  fin  abroad,  but  at  home,  it  was  not  fin  without>buc 

(^x.  this  time)  fin  within,  it  was  not /^^^j  finning  with  man, 

tut  Pauls  finning  within  Panl ,   O  that  Lave  of  his  members , 

warring  (fecretly  within   him  )  againft  the  Law  of  his  mlnde^ 

This,  this  made  that  holy  man  fo  tocry  out,fo  to  compLiine: 

As  ^^^^/^^^  was  weary  of  her  life,  not  as  we  read  for  any  for- 

rainedifquietments,but  becaufe  of  domeftique  troubles  ,  the 

daughters  of  Heth  within  the  houfe ,    made  her  weary  of  her 

life :  fo  the  private  and  fecret  bi  rth  of  corruption  within  Pauly 

the  workings  of  thatjthat  was  the  caufe  of  his  trouble  ,  that 

was 
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was  the  ground  of  his  exclamation  and  defires,  wh  [hall  deliver 
me}  I  remember  that  the  fame  P^;// advifeth  the  E^bsftAm 
as  to  pfit  of  the  former  C^ri'^erfation^  fo  to  fm  on  the  renewed 
Jl-irlt  of  the  minde -,  Ephcf.4.22533.  intimatmg  that  there  are 
linncs  which  are  lurking  within,  as  well  as  fins  walking  wirh- 
out ;  and  that  true  Chriiiians  mull  not  only  fweepthe  doore, 
but  walli  the  Chamber,  my  meaning  is  not  onely  come  off  from 
fms  which  lie  open  in  the  Converfation,  but  alfo  labour  to 
be  cleanfed  from  fmnes  and  finning,  which  remaine  fe- 
cret,  and  hidden  in  the  Spirit  and  inward  difpofi- 
tion. 

Now  for  the  beneficial  difcovery  of  this  aflcrcion ,  let  us, 
enquire  four  things.  * 

1 .  In  what  refpe6ls  fins  arc  called  fecret  ? 

2.  what  it  is  to  be  cleanfed? 

3.  Why  we  are  to  defirc  a  cleanfingfrom  them? 

4.  What  of  all  this  to  us?  ^ 


SECT.  I. 

I.   TN  vfhat  refpeB  fmnes  are  called  fecret}  for    the    refo-  In  what  r«* 
1  lution  of  this  know  >   that  finne   hath   a  double  re- ^P^,^,^?*  "* 
ference.  ^      called  fecrcr. 

Either  r^  G"*?^,  and  fo  really  no  fin,  nor  manner  of  finning  j^q^  jq  ^^^^ 
is  fecret  ,  Can  any  hide  himfe If  in  fecret  places^  that  1  fhalL 
not  fee  k  'm?  fai|h  the  Lord,  do  not  I  fill  heaven  and  earth  , 
faith  the  Lord,  J^r.  23.24.  it  is  true,  that  wicked  men  with 
an  AtheiRicai  fo'.ly  imaiiine  to  hide  themfclves,  and  their  fin- 
ful  wayes  from  Cod,  they  feek^deep  to  hide  their  Coined  from 
the  Lordy  and  their  workj  are  in  the  dark- avd  they  fay-,  who 
feeth  m-i  and  who  kj'0;veth  my  lfa.29. 1 5.  But  really  it  is  not  fo, 
though  the  cloud  may  fomewhat  edipfe  the  li.^ht  of  the  Sun  ^ 
and  though  the  dark  night  may  fhut  it  forth  a  together,  yet 
there  Hands  no  cloud,  nor  curtain ,  nor  moment  of  darkneffc 
or  fecrccy  'tv\ixt  the  eyes  of  God  and  the  wayes  of  man  ; 
The  wayes  of  a  man  are  hfore    the    eyes  of  the  LorJ^  and  he 

•ponderctb 
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fandereth  all  his  goings^  Prev*^, 21 .  Hc  fpeakes  principally  there 
of  che  wayes  of  the  adulterer  which  ufually  are  plotted  with  the 
moft  cunning  fecrecy,  yet  God  feeth  all  thole  nvayes,  To  He^,  4. 

'  13.  Ther^  is  not  any  C'r^^-^rs  ^hat  is  not  manlfeji:  in  his  fghtyhut 
all  things  are  naked^  and  opened  {^natomiz,ed)  susn  to  the  eyes  of 
him  TV Ith  whom  wc  have  to  doe  .  Not  a  creature  ,  not  a  thine-:, 
not  any  thing  of  any  creature ,  but  ii  is  naked  ,  it  is  without  all 
figgc  leaves ,  It  is  uncafed  of  his  colours  and  pretences,  ye  it  is 
opened  as  ic  were  unbowelled^  cut  inro*di(Un6lpieces5thevery 
iniideof  it  turned  out  to  ihe  eyes  of  Cod. 

But  to  man.         q^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^y^  J.[-^^2  indeed  conies  in  the  divinon  of  Hn  into  , : 
I.  open:  ^pAi.fecret :   Now  in  this  refpecl  fin  may  be  Termed 
fecret  divevfly. 

I.  Jnrefpecl  oftheperfon  frtin'.ng  :  when  his  very  linnins  is 

Inrefrcaof      /formaily  conddcred  )  hidden  from  himfcjfe  (/.)  he  doth  a 

t^cpeaan  ^^^^--^i^^^^g  which  is  really  iinful  ,but  to  him  ic  is  not  Apprehenfively 
fo.v\hacoutra^s  did  Pcml  breach  out  a^ainri  the  Church  m 
time^  of  his  I^ncrace  which  he  did  nor  know  to  be  d6Vs  of  fin, 
but  thought  to  be  morions  of  a  warrantable  ^eai;In  this  fenfe  all 
the  obliquities  which  maybe  fal'nedjat  leaft  ,  upon  Invincible 
JgnorAnce,may  be  ftifed  fecret  iinners. 

In  rcfpcd  of       2.  In  reflect  ofthf  manner  of  finings  and  thus  (ins  may  be  Ter- 

the  manner  of  ^^^^  fecret.  -4      '       ' 

*'^^^"»'  Eirhwr,  i .  when  tiny  are  coloured  and  dlf gulfed^  though  they 

WheiYco'cured  doe  Bye  abroad  ,  get  not  under  that  name  ,  but  apparelled  with 
and  dHgu.ud,  fomc  femblances  of  vertues :  ^'pr/W;  complaines  of  fuch  tricks 

in  his  fecond  Epillle  which  is  to  Donmus, 
When  kept  oiF  o.  fVloen  they  are  ke<>t  ojf  from  the  Hr  age  of  ^he  world -^  they 
JIf  ^  ^^  M^^^  ^^^  like  fire  in  the  Chim.ney  ,  thou.^h  you  do  not  fee  it ,  yet  ic ' 
burnfis :  io  many  a  perfon,  nke  thole  m  Ez,ekjel^  C  ommit  as^o- 
mlnatlons  In  fecret :  (I)  fo  as  the  Publicke  eye  is  not  upon  them.: 
He  is  finful,  and  a6ls  it  with  the  greateil  vilenefs,  All  the  dif- 
ference twixt  another  finner  and  him,  is  this;  that  he  is ,  and 
the  otherfaith,heisafinner ;  jufl:  as  twixt  a  book  fhut^and  a 
booke  opened  ;  that  which  is  fhut,  hath  the  fame  lines  and 
words  >  but  the  other  being  opened  ,  every  man  may  fee  and 
read  them. 

3.  \Whtn  they  are  kept -^mt  onlyfromapibllcks  ^J^  y  ^^^ 

from 
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from  Any  mort4llEyez  (/J  The  carnall  Eye  of  him  who  Com-  Whcnkcpt 
mits  the  finnes  fees  them  not  ,Hc  doth  indeed  fee  them  vviLh  f'^rm  ihccye  of 
the  eye  of  Confcience  but  not  with  an  eye  of  natural!  fcnfc:  c-  ^''!"  that  com- 
ven  thoic  perfons  with  whom  hedorli  converfc,  and  who  high-  °^"*  '^ 
ly  commend  the  frame  of  his  wayes ,  cannot  yet  fee  the  fecret 
difcourfings  and  ablings  of  fin  in  his  minde  and  heart :  for  B  e- 
thren  ,alltheailings  offinarenocwithoutjthey  are  not  vifi- 
ble ,  but  there  are  fome  ,  yea  the  moft  dangerous  adin^s 
within  the  foule  :  where  corruption  lies  as  a  fountaine  and 
root.  The  Heart  of  man  is  A  fcheme  of  wickednefs,nay^  a  man 
faith  that  in  his  heart 5VYhich  he  dares  not  fpeak  with  his  tongue, 
and  his  thought  will  do  that  which  his  hands  dare  not  co  exe- 
cute, vvell  then  fin  may  be  called  fecrer,when  ic  h  fin,  and  a<5led 
as  fin ,  even  there ,  where  none  but  God  and  Confcience  can 
fee;  me  thinks  fin  is  like  a  Candle  in  a  Lanterne  where  the 
Alining  i^  firtt  within,  and  then  burning  out  at  the  windows  : 
or  like  Boyls  and  uLerous  Humors  which  arc  fcabbcs  and  fcurvy 
rtuff^,  firtt  within  the  skin,  and  afterwards  they  breake  out  to 
the  veiw  on  the  outlidc,fo  it  is  with  (in,it  is  a  malignant  Humor, 
and  a  fretting  leprofie ,  diffufing  it  fclfe  into  feveral  fecret  aviils 
and  workings  wichin  .the  minde ,  and  then  it  breaks  abroad  and 
dires  adventure  the  praf^iie  of  it  felfe  to  the  eye  of  the  world  ; 
and  be  it,  that  it  may  never  fee  the  ligh'-,  that  it  may  be  like  a 
C hild  bo.  n  and  buried  in  the  vYombc,yet  as  that  Chil(d  is  a  man, 
a  true  man  there  clo'fetted  in  that  hidden  frame  oFnaturc  ,  fo 
(in  istrucly  fm;  though  it  never  it  gets  out  beyond  the  wombc 
which  did  conceive  and  enliven  it. 

Now  whether  David  doth  fpeak  of  fecret  fins  in  onpofition 
to  the  eyes  of  men,  or  to  hts  own  fenfible  eye//.  )fnch  as  cur- 
rupt  Nature  did  comnic  wichin  his  own  heart;  or  whether  he 
intends  it  of  both?  it  may  be  much  aifputed:  for  my  part  I  con- 
jecture that  it  may  be  underflood  both  of  fiu  h  wKich  he  miehn 
commit  in  private, &  fo  .the  words  refpcil  the  dilngs  sf  fin  \n]c» 
rr^f  ,&alfo  which  his  own  heart  &thou'^,hts  might  commit  wich- 
in themfelvcs,and  fo  the  words  refpc6t  the j^^r^r  atiiyigs of  fm^ 
though  Principally  they  may  be  moil  fitly  Expounded  in  this 
latter  fcnfe. 

But  what  Wfrc  thofc  {tent  fm$  from  which  D av Id  de fired  to  he 
eUnrfcd.  C  Nay 
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Nay  that  is  a  fccret;  he  doih  not  Inftancc  in  any  one  becaufc 
his  defirc  is  to  be  freed  from  Every  one :  he  fpcaks  Indefinicly, 
He  found  many  fecret  inclinations  (without  all  doubt  in  feverai 
kindes  of  finne ,  now  in  one  ,  now  in  another ,  from  all  of 
which  (not  fomc  oncly)  he  defires  to  be  Cleanfed.y 


SECT.  IL 

Ut  what  is  that  toheCleanfed, 

'  There  be  two  Expofitions  of  it» 
Wine  it  is  to         I .  One  is  that  he  deftres  to  he  juBified^  to  be  pardoned  tbofe 
be  cleanfed.      fins  and  fo  the  Hebrew  word  nj53    doth  import  in  the  fccond 
Tnh  •  A'c  J  conjugation  immfifiem  aliqmmfacere  aCnba  vel  apos^a, 

.^oDcjuftificd.     /^ndindeed  thcblood  of  Chrift  whichjuaifiesis  a  Cleanfing 

thing,  it  wipes  off  the  guilt.  >. 

Now  if  this  be  it,  Then  thus  much   is  evident,  that  fccret 

thoughts  and  inclinations  may  be  fxnf  ul  and  are  damnabIe,or  clfe 

they  were  not  pardonable. 
To  be  more'         2.  Another  is  that  he  defires  more  to  befanBlfled ,  and  that  his 
fanftified.        Nature  might  be  more  changecf,  not  only  that  outward  /Innings 

might  be  abandoned,  but  even  inward  actings  or  motions  mi^ht 

befubdued. 
And  obferve  5  he  doth  deflre  to  be  C^da?ifed^  he  doth  not  dc- 

fire  to  be  dipped  only  into  the  water,  or  fprinkled,  he  doth  not 
3.,  Things  Im-  defire  only  to  be  a  little  rinfed ,  but  he  defires  to  be  waifhed  fo 
pjycdintbis     Iqjjo  untill  he  be  cleanfed  ,  untill  his  foule  be  made  cleane  and 
*  •  pure ,  and  free  from  thofc  fecret  (infulncfles. 

Where  obferve  by  the  way  three  thing?. 
_-       I.    I,   f,      Vi^^y  he  Tvho  hath  received  True  Grace  needs  more  ^race  I  owl 
recdvedwor  ^^^^^  °^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  reformed,and  our  hearts  ftil  to  be  cleanfed, 
grace  needs      the  foul  is  fuch  a  veffel  as  continually  is  gathering  in  and  fending 
aiote  grace,      out  what  is  corrupt  and  evilLItis 'like.a  fountains  which  you 

need  ftill  be  laving  of  it  out, 
f  c le  nfi^*^^  2 .  Againe  the  p-ogrejfe  and  prfeUion  of  cleanfing  the  fonle  ap' 

the  foule  be-  f^rtaines  to  God  as  well  as  the  beginnings  The  phyfician  muft  goe 
longs  to  God  as  through  with  his  cure,  or  clfc  the  patient  will  relapfe  ,  the 
wcU  as  the  difcafe  will  prcvailc  ,  no  nof  the  created  Grace  in  the 
beginning,  foule 
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foulc  is  hard  enough  to  keep  down  finnc ,  much  lefs  to  put  ic 
out,  unlefs  a  divine  &  new  affirtance  comes  to  the  foul,Therc- 
fore  David ,  though  an  Holy  man  ,  prayes  to  God  t9  cleanfe 
him, 

3,  Lz(\{yy  perfo»s  TrnJy  Holy  ^  and  fenfihle  dejtre  yet  further  Perfoiw  trul> 
meafures^  of  HoUnefs:  David  was  cleanfed    before,  and  yet  he  *Joiy>dc^fc 
dcfirestobecleanfed:  why  ,becaufe  though  he  had  a  radicall  "*'"  **°^^'^«"** 
purity  5  yet  he  had  not  the  gradual  1  purity,   The  whole  man 
was  cleanfed,  but  it  was  not  cleanfed  wholly :  fome  grace  he 
hadjbucmore  he  did  want,fome  fins  he  was  prety  well  rid  off, but 
others  he  felt  yet  ftirring  and  working  :  Though  no  man  faw 
them,  yer  he  felt  them  :  Noe  combat,  ferves  the  Chriftian  but 
thit  which  Lookes  to  vi6lory,  and  he  thinks  the  day  is  not  yet 
won  ,  if  he  hath  not  yet  the    conqueft    of  every  fin ,  as  well 
as  any  one. 


SECT.  III. 

3 .  rj  ^C  ^^y  ff'^fit^  "^e  dejire  to  be  cleanfed  fromfecret  ftnnes  ;  --« 

IJ  Either  from  fecret  aaing  or  fecret  motions.  Hi?  u^ 

I  Will  give  you  diverfe  reafons  of  it.  cleanfed  from 

I.  B^c^\i^c  fecret  fins  will  become  fublike  finsy  if  they  be  not  fecret  fim. 
cleanfed.    It  is  with-  the  foule,  as  it  is  with  the  body  wherein  Secret /Im  wiH 
difcafcs  are  firft  bred  ,  and  then  manifefted;  and  if  you  fupprefs  ^^"^^  ^MiV^ 
them  not  in  their  root,   you  fhall  fhortly  fee  them  to  break  out  ci^fcd°' 
in  the  fruit :  or  as  it  is  with  fire  catching  the  infide  of  the  houfc 
firtt ,  and  there  if  you  doe  not  furprife  it ,  it  will  make  way  for 
its  felfe  to  get  to  the  outfide.     Lufi  when  it  hath  conceived  it 
bringeth  forth  fin  y]iin.  I.  15.  Beloved,  remember  this,  that 
though  the  firft  ground  of  (in  be  within  the  heart  ,yet  the  pro- 
pcnfion  of  fin  is  to  come  forth  into  publicke:  the  Child  in  the 
wombe  hath  not  ftronger  throwes  to  get  out  of  its  private  lodg- 
ing ,  then  fin  fccretly  wrought  to  fly  into  open  and  manifcft 
z^iom  Ammon  isfictimth  the  finful  Conceptions  of  inceftuous 
luf^,and  what  ado  was  there  till  he  had  committed  that  villany: 
let  a  man  fet  up  any  fin  in  delightful  Contemplation  and  medi- 
tations that  fame  inward  afting  of  his  fifl,  Either  doth  aftually 

Ci  <:a& 
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Caft  bim  upon  the  outward  adventure?,  or  invites  them.  This 
is  the  icall  that  it  doih  ,  it  doth  (trangly  rip^n  his  natural!  iudi- 
nation  ;  and  behdes  that  it  doth  prepare  him  for  a  tempracion 
that  fuits  thu  way  :  Satan  iliall  nor  need  to  tempt  him  much 
who  harh  already  tempted  himfclf :  and  he  who  wi  I  work  fin  in^ 
his  heart,a  weak  occafion  will  draw  it  out  into  his  life,  thirty 
fieces  of  filver  willprevai  e  with  a  c^z'^i^w  JW^  ,  \^hohadal'- 
ready  fold  his  Malkrin  his  heart. 

Ohjeth,  But  wh^tof  that ,  will  you  fay,  fuppofe  th:c  fecrct 
fins  uncleanied  do  become  publickc. 

1  fay  therefore,  fhould  v\e  the  rather  labour  to  cleanfe  them: 
for  as  much  as  the  more  publick  fin  becomes,' he  worfe  it  is  you 
know,that  if  the  word  orletterof  the  minde  be  wrirrcn  inpaper,. 
now  it  becomes  a  copy  for  others  to  write  after, whilft  fecrct  fins 
are  confined  the  houie('.)to  the  foule  only,  and  break  not  out 
into  vifible  a6^,though  they  be  very  damnable,  yet  they  are  but 
of  pcrfonal  and  proper  danger,  they  indani^er  him  only  who 
maintaines  them,as  poyfon  doth  him  who  takes  the  poyfon^But 
when  they  come  to  publick  and  viiible  a6tin^s,rhen  they  are  a 
copy,they  are  exemplary  fnas,&:  like  the  Plague  infecting  other 
perion*;,  othersare  capable  to  imitate  them,and  foe  more  fouls 
^       f.  are  tainted,and  G  od  now  receives  a  com  mon  diilionour . 

am  tf^Vccci vc'      ^* ^^^"^^'fi'^^  ^^'^  ^'P  ^^'^^f  ^^^^  ^^  m&fi^^  therefore  cleanfe  there; 

lu moft.  ^^^^^  ^s  ^  deceitfulnelie  in  all  finnings  whatloever ,  the  fouJc  is 

coiifenedby  (In  whenfoeverit  dothhn  ;  but  now  fccret  fins- 
deceive  us  moft,  they  are  mcli  apt  toprevaile  with  usrpartly, 
I..  B^caufe  nve l.ave  not  that firt^t  afid [fmtuaU.  jtidge^tem  of 
thejnwar'sof  fiKy  as  of  the  otim^rds :  many  times  we  conceive 
of  them  as  no  fin?  at  all,  oelcas  flight  and  venial!  ,  to 
draw  a  fword,^nd  run  a  man  thorow  the  heart;0  this  is  a  fearful 
murder,  to  daw  a  falfe  word,  and  flandercufly  to  pierce  tho  ow 
his  good  name ,  we  likewife  ima.  ine  that  this  may  be  bad,but  to 
HW  a  man  with  malicious  thoughts^  wirh  revengeful  plots  and 
dcfircs,nay,rhis  is  fcarce  thou,,ht  as  a  matter  culpable,  or  at  leaft . 
very  excufable.  Beloved,  iris  the  inLenium  of  fin  to  come  off 
cafly.  In  the  foule  without  fiir  and  c'cbatc  ,  and  no  fin?  come 
off  lo  e^fily,  a^  th'^fe  with  we  fcarce  imagine  to  be  fins.Now'we 
^e  apt  to  think  that  fccret  finncs  are  fcarce  finncs. 

a  And 


Chap.  I ,  The  Anatomy  offecret  finJL  i  3 


2.   And  bccaufc  Mo^  men  decline  fmne  ttfn  oHtjpard  re''tecif^ 
which  doc  not  reach  the   actings  of  fccrec  fm-; ,  fhamc   and 
fear^  and  obiervance  arc  great,  and  the  only  reftramts  to  ma- 
ny. They  doe  not  iive  in,  and  vifibJy  commie  fuch  fins  becaufc 
they  li^e  not  (hamc ,  and  are  afraid  of  punifhment ,  but  v\hac 
are  thole  to  fscrct  finningsjwherc  no  Law  ot  mm  can  reach, and 
no  cy  of  man  can  icarch.Ic  is  true,thacGod  hath  fet  fome  one  or 
och^ir  to  watch  the  {inner  al  over,as  his  law  tor  invvard,&out.vard 
adings;^;J"  ctnfclence  principally  for  the  invvard,and  i)[{^eyes  and 
ntoHt^S)  and  ha»(^s  of  m^n  for  the  outward :  but  now  for  fecrec 
(innin'-', ,  it  bein.;  invif.b'.c,  it  doth  therefore  cfcape  all  the  out- 
ward reltraints  by  the  ieeing,and  rpeakin;^,and  judging  of  men; 
and  it  hath  mainly  to  attend  what  conlcicncc  wilfay,which  per- 
haps is  Ignorant  or  droury,&:ir  it  doth  fpeak  yet  it  is  not  rcgard- 
edtNow  mark  of  ail  fins  eye  chcm  moil,which  do  mol^  eahly  de^ 
ccive  you^thcfe  a  m^n  commits  molV,   a{fe6ls  moR  ,  and  con^ 
dnues  in  longeR>   ^v^c^  therefoe  lecret  fins  come    under 
that  form,,  is  it  not  neccfTary  to  labour  to  be  tleanfcd  from, 
them. 

:?.  i:h€  Brerath  ofJJn  Is  /WW,thereforeIabDur  to  be  clean-  -j.,  * 
itd  from  fecret  ims ;  if  a  m.^n  huh  a  fever,  fo  that  his  tongue  oH^n  sTifvwri 
doth  even  fry  in  his  mouth,  and  his  fleili  is  even  roRcd  with 
burmn«  heat  >  y-t  rheft^engrh  of  that  fever  is  in  hi>  fpirits  and 
inward  parts,which  arc  fet  onii''c  by  fome  humorous  ditfempcr; 
fo  is  it  with  (inne  thou.h  tho  outward a^lia^s  be  bad  enough, 
yet  the  ttron^  holds  are  within  the  foule  ;  The  ttreiij^th  of  a 
&]) 

1.  Liesinics  r ear rjejfe  to  the  fount alne^ixom  whence  it  can 
take  a  quick,  immt:diate, .ind  continual  fupyly  ,  and  fo  c+o^  our 
fecret  (in5,rhey  are  as  nearc  to  OHg'n^ll  fm  ,  as  the  firft  drop- 
pings a  re  to  the  fjninge  head  :  ihcy  are  indeed  Or^ginalil  [ia. 
immeciiatiy  n^ing  it  L^lfc  ,  which  ftn  is  a  full  fin ,  a  feeding  (m^ 
a  Imning  fin,  and  never  weary. 

2.  \ilJ\t^i*t  thf  ^c&c^cancc  of  th  affetiions:  love  and  I'k'ng  - 
fcrfin  I'pon  its  throne  :  They  are  the  Armes  loy.il^  of  a  finne.; 

now  of  the  t\>  o,  men  arc  more  apt  to  Hkc  and  love  fecret  then* 
op6nKnn<i'rgs. 

3.  It  lies  in  the  confidence  of  CommlJf^oHi  Now  a  man.  doth 

C  3  take 
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take  more  heart  and  boldneffc  and  courage  to  commit  fecret 
fins  then  op^n. 

4.  It  lies  in  the  Iteration  and  frequency  of  aEiing^for  finne  often 
repeated  &  a6led,is  like  a  cable  doubled  in  ftrength  by  the  ma- 
nifold twiftings  ,  but  fecret  fins  arc  more  frequently  iterated; 
an  unclcane  heart  can  keep  a  whore  in  his  thoughts  every  day 
and  moment,  who  perhaps  is  afraid  to  be  feen  at  the  door  of 
her  houfe  once  ayeare:   aproudperfoncan  difdainc  another 
in  his  heart  all  the  week,  who  yet  will  not  fhcw  it  once   a 
.    .       month  ,  fo  for  the  malicious  ^&c. 
The  principle        ^^  jhe  principle  ohjeB  of  Gods  eye  ^  is  the  inward  and  fecret 
eycls  the  fecret  f^^^^^  °f  ^^^  f^^^^ »  therefore  labour  to  be  cleanfed  f^om  fecret 
frame  of  the      fins,  Pfa.  66*  1 8.     If  I  regard  iniquity  in  my  he  art  ^t  he  Lord  will 
foulc.  not  heare  me^Vh,  «:l.  6,BeholdythoftdefireJi'  Truth  in  the  inward 

j?^m: Therefore  is  he  often  faid  in  fcriprure  tofearch  the  heart& 
the  r^/W, which  intimates  this  fpecial  obfervation  of  thefecrec 
frame  .*  it  is  true,  that  God   doth  give  in  charge  agalnll  open 
fins ,  why  ,  becaufc  he  would  not  have  any  to  be  profane;  and 
fo  he  doth  give  fingular  charge  againft  fecret  fins,  why?  becaufe 
he  cannot  endure  any  to  be  hypocricical;the  man  is  moft^in  al  to 
God  what  his  infide  \%')fye  work  wickcdnefs  in  your  heart,  God 
will  deftroy  you,plaifter  your  vifible  part  with  all  forts  of  pious 
cxpreflions,  if  yet  you  can  fet  up  a  form  of  finning  within,  you 
are  notable  Hypocrites?  the  Lord  feeth  you  to  be  falfe ,  and 
rotten,  and  he  will  difcharge   himfclfe  of  you  :  Treafon  is 
as  bad  as  Rebellion ,  Rebellion  is  but  open  Treafon ,  and  Trea- 
. .    ^    fon  is  but  fecret  Rebellion ;  the  King  will  exaft  life  juftly  for 
Thcrpiricor    ^jj-^er ;    fo  will  God  for  the  fecret  finnings  ,  "as  well  as  for 

God  1$  grieved  ^t  ^     ' 

byfccretfins.     ^^^J??^":  .    ^^,.         ,      .,    .         ,  ,,       ...  . 

Thejptritof  \j9d  is  gretved  by  jecretjws^as  well  as  dijhonorea 

hy  open  finnings.  y 


SECT.  HIT, 


fjfr  1^1^^  ^  comt  to  the  Applications  of  this  point,  Is  it  the  dc- 

^^'         xN  fire  of  an  holy  heart  to  be  clcaafedPnoi  only  from  publikc, 

but 


7be  AtMtomy  offecretfins. 


15 


but  aI(o  from  private  finnes,  not  only  from  groffc  and  vifiblc, 

but  alfo  from  fecret  and  invifible  fins:  then  thefe  thin^  will  foi-  Forlnformatl- 

loYV  from  hencCjas  informiitio^s.  on. 

1.  That  trne  hollnejfe  hath  a  repHgnaMcy  and  contrArlety  to  all 

fins'.  It  is  not  contrary  to  fin,  becaufe  it  is  open  and  manifeft;  True  hoIinclTc 
nor  to  fin,becaufc  it  isprivatc  and  rccret,but  tofin  as  rin,whcther  hath  •  contra- 
publike  or  whether  privatc^bccaufeboth  the  one,&  the  other  is  r'^iy  toall  /in. 
contrary  to  Gods  wil&glory,asit  is  with  true  light,thou§h  it  be 
but  a  beame,  yet  Vi  is  univcrfally  oppofite  to  all  darkneiieror  as 
it  is  with  hcat,though  there  be  but  one  degree  of  it,yct  it  is  op- 
pofite to  all  coldjfo  if  the  holineffe  be  true  and  reall  >  it  cannot 
comply  with  any  known  fin  :  you  can  never  reconcile  them  in 
the  atfe6lion  :  they  may  have  an  unvvilling  confiftcnce  in  the 
perfon ,  but  you  can  never  make  them  to  agree  in  the  affecti- 
on. ' 

Beloved,  there  is  a  marvellous  difference  twixt  things  which 
are  at  difference  by  a  refpCiSlive  and  accidentall  repugnancy  , 
and  by  a  naturall  and  pure  contrariety,  in  the  former  there 
may  be  an  accord  ,but  in  the  latter  none  ;  an  Hypocritical! 
heart  may  fall  out  with  its  fin  for  the  confequencc  of 
it,for  the  fhamc  it  brings,for  the  ftingint<  guilt  which  it  caufeth 
in  the  confciencc  ,  yet  his  heart  hath  (in  abfolute  termcs)  an 
inward  Cohefion  and  league  with  that  fin  :  but  now  true  holi- 
ncfs  &  fin  are  oppofite  with  a  natural  contrariety,thcrcfore  you 
can  never  reconcile  them  in  the  hearf.but  the  oppofition  is  in- 
ward as  well  as  outward,  to  fin  whcrefocver  it  is.  ^^^^  fanaify- 

2.  That  fan^itficattort  ts  fiot  perfeB  in  this  life  ,  he  who  hath  cation  is  Im- 
mofl  grace  5  hath  yetfome  fin :  Elfe  why  doth  David  (an  ho-  peifcft  in  this 
ly  pcrlon)defirc  to  be  clcanfed ,  he  who  needs  to  pray,that  he  H^^- 

may  be  cleanfed,cannot  yet  totally  fay,^;  heart  is  Cleane, 

There  is  a  perfeBion  of  Integrity  which  an  holy  heart  hath  /land- 
ing in  oppofition  to  Hypocriiie  and  effentiall  defedHvenefTe  >buc 
there  is  not  a Perf  ^ion  ofeminency  which  confifls  in  an  oppofiti- 
on to  all  want :  Grace  whiles  in  your  hearts  living  on  the  earth, 
is  ashcaithrifinginafickbody,or  like  heat  getting  into  the 
water  >  or  like  light  fpreading  it  felfc  more  and  more  to 
chafe  away  darknefie,  there  is  yet  more  of  fin  to  be  conquered, 
andwc  havclcflc  grace  then  we  (hould  have ,  and  where  any 

pare 
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part  or  decree  of  fin  h  yet  as  an  enemy,  being  and  rifing  ,  there 
gracethough  it  may  be  found  and  favin^  ,  yec  is  it  not  abfolutc 
and  perfect.  ' 

Thatfccrct  5«  Here  you  may  underftandche  grounds  and  reafons  of  the 

corruptlonj       many  troubles  and  heavy  complaints  of  ^hrlftians:  It  is  true, that, 
trcthc  Chrifti-  they  may  fail^  many  times  in  their  words  and  lpeechcs{^and  he  ^ 
an  J  trouble.      -^  ^  ^^j.^  p^j-fedl  man  who  doth  not  trefpaffe  therein)  and  they 
may  be  overtaken    with   explicit  finnings  ,    no  holy  perlbn 
will  profefle  himfelfe  to  be  an  Angell ,   but  he  hath  many  out- 
ward fins  tobewaile,  as  he  hath    many  inv\ard    graces     to 
blefs  (jodfor;  yet  the  load  of  his  foule  is  within    hisibule; 
eommitrions  doe  juftly  humble  him  ;    but  the  fecrct   in- 
clination? of  finne  they  doe  even  burft  his  hearr   afunder*     - 
Why  looke  ye  fo  fad,  fay  we  oftentimes  to  good   people  , 
and  why  are  yea  fo  caftdown.^  what  is  it  which  troubles  you? 
you  have  a  cood  God  ,  and  a  good  Chrift ,  and  a  good  Gofpel , 
yea,I  have,  out  withall,  I  have  yet  a  bad  heart  in  defpite  of  all 
my  confli(5^in|^s,i^ri  and  (lrivino^,3nd  praying<;;I  am  yet  fo  mo- 
lefted  with  f  nfui  imaginacionswich  finful  inclinations :  If  1  do, 
-  notperformc  duty  with  any  life,  I  am  troubled  for  my  dulnefs: 
if  I  doe  it  with  any  life,  I  am  troubled  with  pride  :  U  Ido  not 
•     P^^y>  ^  cannot  bear  the  guilt  of  a  willing  o million  ;  if  I  doc 
pray ,  I  am  even  torne  from  my  felf ;  and  the   crowd  oi  other 
thoughts  do  juHle  out  the  apprehenfion  andaffiidlionof  my 
praying.Anocher  Chriftian  he  complaincs  bitterly  offecret  blaf- 
phemies;  AtheiRical  rifings, Another  with  private  m.urmurings, 
difcontents ,  unbeleivini^s  ;  though  you  hear  no  fuch  words  , 
and  fee  no  fuch  carriages;  O  wrethed  man  that  I  am^fald  Paul: 
and  verily  fo  great  are  the  Infolencesof  fecrat'corruptions,  that 
the  Christian  is  oftimcs  weary  of  his  life.     Beloved  the  maine 
battle  of  a  Chriftian  is  not  in  the   open  field,  his  quarrels  are 
moft  withinjSnd  his  enemic*;  ^re  in  his  own  breaft,\^  hen  he  hath 
^  reformed  an  ill  life ,  yet  it  fhall  coft  him  infinitely  much  more 

I  to  reform  an  ill  heart;  he  may  receive  fo  much   power  from 

grace  at  the  beginning ,  as  in  a  fhort  time,  to  draw  off  from 
moft  of  the  former  grolle  afts  of  finningSjbiit  it  will  be  a  work 
of  allliisdayesto  get  a  through  conquej^i  of  fccrec  Corrup- 
tions. 

4.  Then 


1 


Chap.  I. 


ihe  Jnatomy  iffficretfins. 


«7 


4.  Then  all  the  veorkj  of  4  Chrifttan  Is  not  <?^rW,  if  thcf  e  be  All  the  worb 


fccrct  fins  to  be  clcanfed. 
There  arc  two  forts  of  duties, 

Some  are  dlr€By\y\i\chzxcwork}ng  duties^  they  are  the  co- 
lours of  grace  in  the  countenance  and  view  of  the  Converfati- 
on  ,  fetting  ic  forth  with  all  holy  evcnnefle,  and  fruicfulnefs, 
and  unblamablenefle. 

Some  zrcr-efiexivey  which  are  fearching  duties  ^  they   Ap- 
pertain to  the  inward  roomes,  to  the  beautifying  of  them  , 
and  reforming  of  them  ;  for  not  only  the  life ,  but  the  hearc 
alfo  is  the  fuDJcil  of  our  care  and  fludy  :  I  am  not  only  to 
labour  that  I  do  no  evil  ,  but  a  f 0  that  I  be  not  evil,  not  on- 
ly that  finnc  do  not  dillain  my  paths,  but  alfo  that  ic  doth  noc 
defile  my  intentions :  not  only  that  my  cloaths  be  handfome> 
but  alfo  thac  my  skin  be  white  ( /,  )  my  inward  parts  be  as  ac- 
ceptable to  God,  as  my  outward  frame  is  plaufible  with  man ; 
yea,  let  me  tell  you  one  thing,  thac  he  is  an  hvpocrlte ,    who 
takes  care  to  wafh  the  outfide  only  ,  forafmuch  as  the  grcac- 
ert  folicitude  for  the  life,  may  be  without  any  reformation  of 
the  heart;  not  that  the  lifcmuft  noc  be  fquarcd,  buc  if  thac 
be  varnifhed,  and  the  heart  negle£led,  the  perfoa  hath  noc  on- 
ly the  fame  natural  and  lively  frame  of  finfulnefs ,  but  he  de- 
ceives himfelf,  or  at  leaft  another  with  a  meere  pretence  and 
(liadow^  therefore  brethren  let  us  have  eyes  to  look  inward,  as 
well  as  outward, God  hath  given  us  a  reflexive  faculty;  and 
befides  thac,  know 

1,  That  Prima  fars  J  tht  fir fi  fart  of  our  work^is  to  fet  upon 
the  imvard  part  y  how  vain  is  it  to  waQi  the  brackifh  ftreames 
which  are  yet  fecf  by  a  foure  founraine  :  and  verily  the  cofi- 
verfation  will  be  ever  and  and  anon  unequal  and  unlike  ic 
fclf ;  if  the  heart  remaines  unpurged  and  unchanged,  corrup* 
tion  which  hath  often  entertained  your  fecret  thoughts ,  will 
at  length  prefenc  cbefe  births  to  your  very  eye. 

2,  lihix.  Maxima  pairs  y  the  greater  part  of  your  work^i^  with* 
in:  It  is  true,  an  ill  congue,  a luftful eye ,  a  ftealing  hand  , 
they  may  challenge  much  prayer,  care  and  obfcrvance,watch- 
fulneffe  to  reforme  them,  but  a  beam  of  light  is  fmall  to  the 

vaft  body  of  light  in  the  Sun,  and  the  dribling  rivers  are  with 

D  more 


ofaChriftian 
is  noc  abf  oad» 
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more  cafe,  turned  and  dried  up  v  then  the  deep  ocean,,  fin 
within)  is  fin  in  the  fountain  ,  and  fin  in  the  vifible  pares ,  is 
finintheftreames,  yea,  and  as  every  thing  is  ftriongeft  in  its 
caufe  f  and  therefore  fin  is  higbeft  in  the  hcart)for  the  ftren  ^th 
and  vigour  of  temptations  is  at  the  inward  part  of  man  ;  Sa- 
tan doth  not  ftir  a  naked  eye,  but  a  filthy  heart  to  look  through 
that  finful  window,  he  doth  not  come  to  the  hand,  and  fay 
fteale^  butfirftto  the  heart,  which  will  quickly  command  the 
hahd:  he  doth  not  fay  immediately  to  the  tongue,  fvYear  and 
blafpheme,but  the  heart,  which  can  eafily  command  that  Hel'- 
iilTi  language  into  the  tongue.  If  thou  fhouldeil  pluck  out 
thine  eyes,  and  never  fee  any  obje6l  to  excite  thy  uncleane 
heart ,  yet  mayert  thou  be  as  filthy  a  perfon  ,  thine  own  cor- 
rupt heart ,  and  Satan  would  alone  incline  thee- ;  and  though 
thou  hadelVnever  afoottbgo,  nor  hand  to  fiir,  yet  mighteft 
thou  be  as  very  a  thief  as  'judas;  thy  heart  might  rob  every 
pa{fenger,and  fl:eak from  every houfe  thou comefi in:  obje6ls 
are  but  accidental  things  to  man,they  have  no  neccfiary  im- 
prefflve  influences ;  they  do  but  deliver  thcmfekes  in  th^t  na- 
ture wheremth  God  hath  cloathed  them ;  but  that  which  in- 
venoms  them>  and  makes  them  towork  fo  wickedly,  is  mans 
wicked  heart;  you  have  many  perfons  who  complain  much 
againft  dbje6ts,0  they  can  fee  none,  ordeal  with  nonCs  but 
wickedneffe  is  ftirring.  Why,  beloved,  the  objedls  are  inno-' 
cent,  but  our  hearts  are  unclean  and  finful :  if  thou  couldeft 
get  another  heart,  thou  wouldeft  look  with  another  eye  :  the 
onely  way  to  make  temptations  lofe  their  force,  is  to'  decline 
occafions,  and  to  clean fe  the  inward  parts,  y 


S  E  C  T.     V. 

Ufei.Tryal. 

We  fiiould  try  A  Nother  life  which  I  would  make  of  this  is,to  try  okr  [elves y 
our  felfcs ,  be-  t\  what  care  we  have  of  fecret  fins :  I  will  give  unto  you 
^'*^^*  ,  fomc   Reafbns  why  I  would  have  you  to  try  your  felvcs 

bo  many  wal-  •     ^r-  ♦  '  '   ■' 

fini.  l.Bectwje  there  be  many  ferjwS)  rfho  waUow  in  fecret  finues. 

The 
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The  Apoftlc  complained  of  fuch  in  his  time,  Efhef,  5.  12.  It 
PS  a  fhame  toff eak^of  thofe  things  which  are  done  to  them  In  fe- 
crety  he  fpeaks  of  fuch  as  lived  infecrec  fornications  and  un- 
cleannefs ;    Brethren,  how  many  are  there,  who  do  apparel 
themfelves  even  with  a  form  of  godiineffe ,  who  yet  not  on- 
ly allow  themfelves  in  the  fecret  thoughts  of  abhoired  vvic- 
kedneffes,  but  even  in  the  fecret  aftings   of  the  fame ,  as  if 
there  were  no  God  to  look  on  them ,  nor  confciencc  to  efpy 
them  >  nor  judgement  day  to  arraigne  them :  O  how  infi-   . 
nitely  odious  mull  thou  be  in  the  eyes  of  that.holy  God,  who 
dares  to  Court  him  in  the  publick  ,  and  yet  dares  to  provoke 
tiim  to  his  face  thus  in  private  ;  like  a  whorilli  ftrumpe^  who 
cillembles  marveilous  affe6lions  to  her  husband  abroad ,  and 
yet  at  home  fhe  will  violate  the  Covenant  of  her  God,  be- 
fore her  husbands  eyes  ;  So  thou  to  pretend  fo  much  for  God 
before  company  ,  and  yet  in  private  thou  wile  prefume    to 
fin  before  his  face  :  for  he  fecth  thee,  and  that  thy  confciencc 
.  knovs  righc  well. 

There  be  at  the  leaft  three  horrible  fins  which  now  thou  doeft 
commit  at  once. 

Firll,  that  vrryfin  which  thon  wouldeJi  fo  conceak  :  And  per- 
haps ix.  may  be  a  hn  of  the  deepeft  dye.  Yea,  mark  this>  tb^t 
ufuAlly  the  mort  damnable  fins  are  fuch  which  are  committed 
in  fecret,  as  Sodomes  adulteries,  and  fuch  fearful  kinds  of  pol- 
lutions, and  murders,  and  treafons,6cc. 

Secondly,  Hypocri/ie^  which  is  a  fcreen  to  thy  finne,  an  ho- 
ly cover  for  an'unholy  heart  and  praftice ,  which  makes  the 
(inner by  how  much  the  more  vile  in  Gods  eyes,  by  how 
much  the  more  that  he  doth  not  only  fin  againft  God,  but  (j 

wrefts  (asitwere)  fomething  from  God  to  cover  and  palliate 
his  rebellion  againB  him. 

A  third  is  Atheifme :  if  there  be  not  formal  Atheifme ,  jet 
there  is  a  virtual  Atheifm,^s  iTGod  were  no  God  in  fecret,  but 
only  in  publick ,  that  he  could  fee  in  the  light  and  not  in  the 
darknefs;  that  his  eye  is.as-the  cyeofa  manonly  :  whereas  he  ^5  Pflnnplc 
is  an  univcrfal  eye ,  and  is  a  light  without  all  darknefs.  kctlt^znd  *^ 

2.  The  princifle    of  fmmng  is  fecret  micomrmn  to  evf'  common  to  c- 
ry  man.  ii  iO  :;  ^  very  man. 

D  %  The 
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The  motions  of  finning  are  not  like  the  motions  of  a  bowle 
which  nmsonly  by  thevertueof  an  iinprinted  ftrengch  ,  they 
are  not  violent  motions  vvhofe  caufe  is  only  cxtrinfecal ,  buc 
they  are  natural  motions,  whofe  principle  is  wichin  the  fub- 
jc6^  :  oHt  of  the  heart  (idiuhChrkl)  proceed  evil  thoughts  yadnl- 
teries  -y  form  cat  to'/is  •^mtir  der  s  ^t  hsf t  s^  cove  toHf?iejfey  malice^  deceit  y 
lafclvioiifncffe^  an  evil  eye^  blaffihemy  ,  pride  ,  fooil[huejfe  ,  all 
thefe  evil  things  come  from  within  and  defile  the  mafi  ^  Mark  7, 
21)22,23.  the  nature  which  tempts  thee,  that  nature  is  in 
thee,  it  is  the  womb  of  many  and  infinite  finful  corruptions, 
and  imaginations :  it  cafts  out  vvickednefs  as  the  fountain  cafts 
forth  water;  fo  the  Prophet,  J^r.  5,7.  it  is  very  true,  that 
outward  occafions,  and  Satan  by  his  fu:!geftionsmayaflrift  and 
quicken  original  corruption,  as  the  bellows  may  enflame  the 
fire  ,  yet  the  fire  hath  heat,  and  an  aptnefs  naturally  to  burne. 
So  original  corruption ,  though  it  may  grow  monftroufly  a- 
ftiveby  temptations  from  abroad,  yet  it  can  and  doth,  incline 
us,aad  can  beget  private  a6lings  of  horrible  fmnes,  from  its 
own  native  rtrcngth ,  it  can  fend  ontfeveral  forms  of  fmning, 
and  incline  us  to  contemplate  upon  them  ,  yea  to  contrive 
the  fingular  methods  of  tranfgrelTion,  yea,  it  can  fe^d  the  foul 
with  wonderful  delights  in  them,  fo  that  in  theeycofGodi 
the  Winnings  are  formed,  and  fa(}iioned,and  ripened  with  moft 
of  odious  perfe6^ions. 

There  U  a  There  Is  an  high  depth  of  hypocrljie^  In  the  fhe  CohIs  of  men^ 

.?.   .°  ^''°'  ^hofe  proper  work^  Is  to  have  a  fccret  way  cr^ttrary    to    an  open 

erne  m  every  j^^^^jjj^^  .  ^^  ^  player  who  rakes  on  him  to  a£^  the  part  of  a 

King,  yet  in  his  private  andabiolute  way,  he  may  beaperfon 
Divines  diftin-  of  moft  ignoble  birth,  andimwoithy  qualities:  fo  it  is  with 
guifh  of  three  the  hypocrite. 

Ions  of  hypo-      j^  qj^^  J5  naturaUnd  hath  footing  in  every  iman  :  even  the 

'^V  /  mofl  upright  heart  hath  in  it  fome  hypocrifie  ,   and  he  doth 

fometimes  fecm  to  be  that ,  which  he  is  not :  lie  may  be  fome- 

times  more  full  in  his  profeflibn,  then  he  is  indeed  in  his  a- 

ftions. 

2.  Another  is  f<?«/^  <^r?^^r^jf/f,whichis  vvhen  a  mans  hearr^ 
is  not  at  all  what  it  feemes  to  be  unto  the  world.  Chrirt 
C0;npares  pcrfons  guilty  of  it   to,  whited    Sepulchres ;,  which 

within 
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Tvlthtn  are  full  of  dead,  anl  rot  t:'n  hones  y^s  when  a  man  Hiall 
proFels  he  loves  God,  and  Chri(i,and  hiswaycs,  anj  yec  ic- 
cretly  contemns  and  hates  hoiinefs,  anJ  redHs  the  motions 
of  Gods  fpidt:  and  is  at  defiance  with  all  the  heavenly  rules 
of  life  and  powerful  obedience. 

;.  A  third  informal ,  when  ^  man  not  only  deceives  orhers 
with  a  lliew  of  what  is  not  in  him ,  but  alio  cozens  and  cheares 
his  own  heart  with  afalfc  perfwalion  of  his  own  happmefs, 
partly  from  fome  fpccials,  which  he  findes  in  himfelf  above 
others,  and  partly  from  the  pride  of  his  own  fpirit ,  joyned- 
with  an  affedationofhappineffc  ;  yet  all  this  while,  his  h^arc 
keeps  an  haunt  of  fom.e  private  lull  and  ungodlinefs ,  there  is. 
fom  fvvcct  morfel  under  his  tongue  from  which  he  will  not  parr^ 

4.  Ontvpard  occafions  can  incline  to  [ecret  [innings'.    Beloved  Ootward  occa- 
(there  lies  a  fnare  almoft  againd  us)  in  all  fociety ;  we  have  ^,?"*  canin- 
fuch  vile  natures,  that  asafpark  of  fire  will  eafily    kindle    a  ^^^^^^  ^^'"' 
box  of  tinder,  fo  but  a  word  fpokendoth  many  times  kindle 
a  world  ofpaiTion,  of  malice,  of  revenge  within  us :  yea,thc 
mirplacing  ofa  look  begets  inusfecret  difdainc  and  difcon- 
tent,  yea,  the  calling  of  an  eye  may  inflam.c  the  heart    with' 
exccfs   of   luft:  need  we  not   then  (putting  all  thefe  things 
together  j  to  fearch  our  inward  frame,  to  fee  what  care  we 
have  about  and  againftfecret  finnings :  but  you  will  fay,  hvrv 
rr.ay  a  mm  hiow  whether  he  doth,  or  n9y  defire  truly  to  he  clean-  "^''^*  "**^'     - 
fed  from  (ecret  fmes  ,       '     .  ,.  ..     doilidcfireto 

1  will  give  unto  you  fome  obfervations  for  this,  i. Negative-  be  cieanfcd 
Jy ,  then  2.  Pofitively.  from  fccrct/Inr  ^ 

I.  The  Negative  difcoyjeries  (  /.)  thofe  by  which  a  man  may  Negative uiaU.. ' 
know  that   he  doth  not  defire  to  be  cleanfed  from  fecret  fins 
arc  thefe. 

I.  when  the  fr'ir.cifal refiralnt  of  his  fmnlngs   is  terminated  "^f^i^^    ^^ 
edj  in  man.  Beloved  ,  really  our  converfin^,  is  either  vvith  God,  principal  rc- 
or  with  our  felves,of  with  men  ;  and  anfwerable  to  thefe,  there  "ftraim  of  fio; 
are  three  feveral  reafons  of  forbearing  fin;either  becaufc  of  Gody  '^  «rminatc<f. 
whofe  will  and  holinefTc  i$  injured ^or  elfe  bccaufe  oionr  confci-  ^"'^ ''^  °^"^- 
^wfjbecaufc  our  fecret ,quiet,and  eafe  fliall  be  interupted,or  elfe 
becaufe  if  we  (liould  adventure  to  fin,wc  fhould  haz,ard  onr  r- 
ftimntjons  and  f/^r^j,and//i/vfr/Vj3  and  incur  ignominy,  blame, 
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fliame,  puniljhment,  and  lofs  with  men. 

Now  mark  it :  when  refpedl:  to  man  is  the  only  reafon  , 
why  I  forbear  fin,  I  am  all  this  while  loofe  and  unconfciona- 
ble  in  the  inward  frame ,  all  my  care  is  taken  up  about  thofe 
actions  and  carriages  which  fall  under  the  eye  and  judgement 
of  man;  and  none  but  the  vifible  and  open  a6^ings  of  fuine 
break  out  that  way  :  If  I  forbear  fm  for  mans  fake,  that  metf^ 
may  elkeme  well  of  mc  ,  and  not  cenfure  or  punifh  me ,  1. 
therefore  fo  far  reltraine  fin  as  it  may  not  be  vifible  ,  but  I  do 
not  ftrive  againft  it, becaufe  it  is  finful ;  I  fay,  not becaufe  the 
thing- is  finful  before  God,  but  only  becauie  it  is  culpable  before 
man:  now  try  your  fclves  in  this :  .what  is  the  reftraint  of 
your  finning:  fuppofe  all  men  in  the  world  were  in  a  dead 
lleep,  fuppoie  that  no  eye  did  fee  thee,fLsppofe  that  no  tongue 
of  humane  juftice  would  call  chee  to  account  :  would  not  thy 
heart  then  with  full  fail  fpread  out  it  ielf:v\ould(l  thou  not  now, 
tike  the  lions  in  the  night ,  wander  about  for  thy  preys ; 
would  not  thy  heart  turn  out  it  felf,  let  ^,o  it  feif,  drive  out  its 
fecret  inclinations:  wouldd  thou  not  do  that  in  any  place 
which  now  thou  committeil:  in  fecret  corners. 
...  2.  H^hrn  the  hlfidrances  of  fecret  Jinmngs  are  a  harden  ^  they 

dkancesoffc"  ^^^^  ^^^offes.  A  man  doth  not  defire  to  go  out  of  the  way  of 
crer  fins  arc  his  delight :  he  is  not  weary  of  his  affciJ-liion  ,  for  delight  is 
burder.s.  endleile,  and  unfatisfied  :  though  the  body  may  be  wearied , 

yet  theaffe6tion  of  delight  is  never  wearied:  now  brethren, 
a  m.anmay  know  Viis  delights  by  his  croffes ,  if  1  attain  not 
that  which  I  refpe^l  not ,  I  am  not  moved,  but  if  my  fpirit 
rife,  and  fvvell,  and  rage,  or  if  I  grieve,  and  complain,  and  am 
fad,  becaufe  of  an  impediment  of  fomething  which  hath  clapt 
in  it  felf  'twixt  me  and  my  defires,  this  iliews  that  I  had  a  de- 
light in  it,that  I  would  faine  have  had  it.  Now  let  me  apply 
thistoourbufinefsinhand,  God  doth  many  times  hinder  the 
-  '■  iinner,  he  doth  ftcp  in  by  his  providence  ,   and  prevents  him 

from  cncreafing  his  guilt :  he  puts  forth  fome  accident,  fomc 
impediment  or  other  which  lb.nds  twixt  the  intention  of  finnc, 
and  the  execution  of  it :  the  hnncr  hath  contrived  and  plotted 
thetime,  and  place,  and  the  manner  of  the  finning,  but  God 
f(wbo  over-rules  allj  hath  difappointcd  him,  by  the  unexpeft- 

^    '  cdnefs 
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cdnefs  of  other  company,  or  fome  other  occurrence  of  fud-.^ 
den  ficknefs ,  or  mifadventure  ,  if  now  the  heart  do  grovy  in- 
to Ahabs  turbulent  fits ,  it  is  a  figne  it  would  have  had  Na- 
hths  vhi:-yard  ;  if  the , hindrance  of  the  finf  ul  fa6l ,    whether : 
(^opcn  or  fecret  )  be  a  grief  to  thee,  this  fhews  the  bent  of  thy 
heart  to  the  rin,but  I  paffe  on. 

3.  H'hcn  the  r.ature  of  finr^c  is  no  hurd^fj^  but  fome  f  articular  a-  When  the  na- 
aings  are.  MjoaH^id  to  David,  when  he  obfervcd-  his  i'or- {^^J^°^^"j^^*^"° 
row  foir  ylvfolom^  Ifercehe  (faid  he,   2  Sam.  19.  6,)  that    tf  only  fomc  par- 
Ab[olom  had  Llved^  and  all  wd  had  diedthU:  day  ,  xh(n  it    had^\Q\xhi  agings. 
f  leafed  the^weU:  So  here,  when  the  main  trouble  is  for    fome  I 

ad^ions  irregularly  darting  out  to  the  world,  and  not  for  the 
nature,  which  is  acaufcof  that  and  all  other  iintul.a£lings,r his 
fhews  that  our  eye  is  outward  and  not  inward.^ 
.  Brethren-)  miftaJfe  me  not,  I  do  not  mean  that  finf ulaeHdns 
fhouldcfcape  our  tears,  nay  verily  alt  our   fiitful  births  and 
broods  naturally,  calls  for  forrow  and  humblings,  andth<t  jn.orc 
finful  any  explicit  a6t  is,  the  more  dillionour  God  hath  by  it, 
the  more  fcandal  religion  fuffers  for  it ;  therefore^  I  fay,  the 
moreforrows  and  tears  fiiould  we  cafl:   after ,  itj,  bu;:  then 
know,  that  according  to  the  guilty  quality  ,  according.  tO'  :the . 
proportion  of  it,  fhould  be  the  anrwcrableaeffe  of  ouCj  grief 
ind  perplexity  :  am  I  grieved  for  a  rafh  aiidhafiy word, and: 
not  for  apafiionate  and  violent  nature  ;  am  I  troubled  forari 
uncleane  gcfture  or  a6>,  and  not  for  an  unclean  heart ;  am  I 
perplexed  for  a  lie  by  my  tongue,  and  not  far  ani  evii  axti 
falfc  heart:  verily  then  my  eye  is  not/ on  God^'bur  iti^n^, 
it  is  not  upon  fecret  finncs,  but  only; upon jogeni and  manir' 
feftfinnes.  -  ^o  v  r  :;  - 

4.  irhen  Tve  camH  abide  thr  (firitHol  efficacy  and  irnvard  ^^^jJ.^J^  f*^"* 
fearc kings  of  the  word  v  BelOvcd,  r/'tr  Word  of  god  is .  cjmck^  fpiritual  cffica* 
and  powerful  y  afv^O'eigedfvoM.^  -ir  u&irides^  htw.een  the  f  ^//?f  J/ cy  of  iheword, 
and  the  jjiarrow^it  is 'a  difcsrmrvfthertMabts  and  intents  of 

the  heart ,  Hcb.  4. 12;  you  findeirtO'bcfo,^  that  it  comes' in- 
to yourclofer,itfindes  youout  inyourniofl:  fecret  wayes  of 
finning,  it  follows  you  into  th(^  moll  dark  corners,  it  picr- 
ccth  into  the  imagihatidns  and  plots.' which  you  never  yet 
brought  out  to^thcSun-ne,  ittclbyouofyour  vdry  defires  and 

affe- 
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afFe(Elions  5  what  you  like  moil: ,   crave  moft,  do  m oft.  Now 

what  do  your  hearcs  fay,  how  do  they  beftir  thcmfelves,  when 

they   finde  the   word  to    haunt    and   purfue    them ,  when 

they  obferve  the  word  to  come  and  clofe  with  the  fecret 

windings  and  turnings :  do  you  not  ilrive  lo  keep  out  the  light? 

do  you  nochold  it  off ^as  they  do  the  enemy  in  ahegein'^he 

cut-works,  that  he  might  not  break  inro  the  heart  of  the  C  ity, 

vvould  you  not  be  fpared^unfearched  :  nay,  you  cannot  endure 

the  word  which  comes  to  your  private  finfui  gains;and  to  your 

^y-  private  nnful  jleafures,  you  will  not  endure  to  be  ordered 

wchTnfion^'f   how  to  think,  and  how  to  defire  ;  if  it  be  fo,  where  is  then  in 

Gods  eye  trou- you  the  property  of  an  holy  D^W^  ,  who  c!o:h  not  deiire  to 

bleitheman,   guard  and  defend,  but  to  be  cleanfed  from  fecret  fins. 

he  wifheth  Pofitive  Trials. 

there  were  no        -pj^^  Pqfitiz/e  okervationshy  which  you  may  know  that  you 
hinjec^h^s  °'^    defire  in  truth  to  be  cleanfed  from  fecret  fins,  may  bethcfc. 
inning.  ^  •  Confider  sfnsifhat  acceptance  are[ccret  temptations ;  there 

Pofuive  Try-  are  open  and,  broad  temptations  which  carry  fome  expreffe  prc- 
als  Confider      judice  unto  our  names ,  and  there  are  implicit^  and  chfe  tern- 

Of  what  acce-  p^^ig„j   yvhich  carry  a  real  prejudice  to  Gods  elory,  of  this  lat- 
ptance  are  fc-  ^       -    '    ,  •  i  •    j        .'  ^     •"  .         , 

irct  tcmptati-    ^^^  fort,  there  are  agam  two  kmdes :  iome  temptations  there 

ons.  are  which  the  ingenuity  of  a  refined  nature  may  perhaps  ftarc 

at  as  too  infinitely  grofs,  to  yeeld  unto  them  ;  as  fome  kinds 
of  blafphemyyand  mockings,  and  revilings  of  God,  or  Chrift, 
or  theGofpe!,  and  thofe  hidious  excitations  to  felf-murder  , 
or  any  unnatural  villany  :  other  temptations  there  arc  which 
may  finde  a  principle  within  the  foul  more  intimate  and  ape 
to  rake  and  receive  the  impreffions,  if  not  oppofed  by  the  ad- 
vertency and  purity  of  a  fpiritual  heart :  now  aflliredly  the 
heart  doth  defire  to  be  cleanfed  from  fecret  fins  which  ftirres 
up  it  felf  with  all  its  might  againft  thofe  fecret  temptations, 
which  deal  for  fin  within  the  foul ,  which  lighten  and  quicken 
natural  corruption  by  reprefcntation,  or  by  excitation  ,  or  by 
both  :  O  it  is  the  heavy  day  of  the  foul,  when  it  is  fo  inwardly 
alfaulted  and  buffeted  ;  the  heart  is  fo  far  from  yeelding,  that 
it  isrefiftingwith  tears ,  with  prayers ;  yea,  and  obferve  one 
thing  which  is  this,  that  the  temptation  to  the  finning  is  not 
only  refifl:ed,  but  it  is  made  an  occafion  co  the  holy  foul  >  the 

more 


Chap.  I.  T'hejmicmyoffecretjins.  25 


more  to  labour  againft  the  corruption,  unto  \\h[ch  the  tempta- 
tion would  fecretlycncline  ;  as  if  Satan  fhould  tempt  to  fe- 
cret  pride  ;  not  only  not  to  admic  the  temptation  ,  but  now 
to  go  to  God  and  pray  more  carncttly  a  ainif  a  proud  ima- 
gination, and  a  proud  fpirit^ycajto  be  vehement  for  an  heart 
more  lowly  and  humble  ;  or  it  Satan  doth  tempt  to  contem- 
plative uncleannefs ,  or  lecret  a6tings ,  not  only  to  refift  and 
abhor  them  ,  but  to  pray  more  earnelHy  for  a  Chaft  and 
pure  heart,  and  for  chalt  and  fpiritual  imaginations  and 
thoughts. 

2.  Confider  hoi;v  far  forth  thou  defireft  to  approve  thy  felfe  How  far  forth 
to  Ged,    Cod  is  the  CiOd  of  our  fpirirs  as  we  1  as  of  our  bodies,  J^*^"  <iefifeft 
and  he  doth  not  only  ponder  our  paths,  but  doth  alTo  fearch  fciffo'^God!  ^ 
our  hearts:  That  thoufendeft  forth  fome  words  in  prayer,  O 
this  fatisfies  not  becaufeof  io  many  diftrai^ions  in  the  mindc, 
and  of  fo  many  deadneffes  in  the  affv^dion ;  thit  man  cannot 
accufe  thee  for  any  habitual  unevenneffe ,  this   is  not  c- 
nough,  if  God  cannot  approve  of  thee  for  a  perfon   i^fcrhu 
own  heart ;  if  thy  heart  were  fuch  as  God  would  like  regard  y    > 
approve,    accept,     then   thow    wouideli   be  better   fatif- 
fied. 

There  is  a  twofold  approving  of  our  fclves ,    one  in  the 

confcionable  exatinejfe  of  duty  afpcrranmg  to  our  cail'ipgs ;  hen  je 
the  h'^o'^.^'il,  Co'^,6,7,^  giving  no  offence'inany  tWing  that  the 
^.Mlnt fir y  be  not  blamed  \  Verf.  4.  Bnt  in  all  things  approving 
our  f elves  as  the  ij^tlnlfters  of  God  in  much  patience  ,  in^.ff,icii' 
on/yin  neceffitiesy  indifireffes. 

Another  in  r/7f  internal  disfo/it ion  of  the  fou/  'j\yhich  is  whtn 
the  private  frame  of  the  fpirit  is  fo  endeavoured  to  be  rc6^ifi-. 
ed,  fquared,  beautified,  and  ordered,  that  the  <^,reat  and  holy 
God  may  take  delight ,  and  prochime  his  gracious  teftimony 
of  the  fame :  hear  thst  of  the  Apoftle ,  2  Cor,  10. 18.  N^t  he 
that  commnde'h  h'mfelf  is  approve  \  bntrv  horn  the  Lord  com- 
menaeth -y  in  thefcmcr  rcfpc,^  is  thit  phrafe  oF  Paul^  Rom. 
X6.18.  approvd  of  men  ,  in  the  latter  rcfpe^  is  that  phrafe  of 
*?<««/,  Rom. 1 6. 10.  approved  inChrifl',  and  of  Pet'r^A^S2, 
22.  v^  man  approved  of  God.  No.vveily,  no  man  c^^n ''in- 
ccrcly  defirc  to  approve  himfeltunto  God  (i,)  to  puchim- 

E  felf 
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felfovc- unto  Cods  fentencc  oftryalanddcci/ion  fo,  that  be 
mighc  find  an  acceptance  from  his  eyes ,  but  he  doth  indeed 
defi  e  tobecleani'edfromfccret  finnes ;  why?  becaufe  Gods 
fentencc  is  righteous  and  according  to  truth ,  he  doth  not 
-  wei.h  10  much,  the  aflions  as  the  fpirics  of  men, not  fo  much 
the  outward  expreffions  as  the  inward  difpofitionsjnot  fo  much 
what  they  do,as  what  they  would  do;  not  fo  much  that  they  do 
Botjasthis  that  they  would  do  no  iniquity.  I  remember  that  Da- 
vid  is  upon  this  very  toine,in  PfaLi^^.i-^, Search  me  O  Lord, 
And  k^ovp  my  heartland  know  my  thoughti  ^v,  2^,  And  fo  if 
there  be  anyvptckedwayinmei  Here  he  puts  himJelf  intirely 
upon  God,  to  try  him  ,  to  fearch  him,  to  fee  v\hether  his  heart 
be  fuch  as  he  ftiould  like  and  approve.  Panl  is  in  the  fame 
firaine,  i  C^r.-t^."^,  with  me  Iti^j  ^verj  fmdl  th'wg  that  I  fhould 
be  judged  of  yon  i  (/.)  whether  you  approve  of  me  or  not  ac- 
cept of  me  ,  or  condemn  me,  I  tell  you,  this  is  not  the  main 
thing  tbat  I  look  on,  v,  4.  Bnt  he  that  jndgeth  me  is  the 
Lord,  ( J.)  there  is  another  Judge,  a  greater  Judge  ,  a  better 
Judge,  one  whocancanvafe  the  fecret  and  inward  parts,  as 
well,  aseyethe  meere  vifible  ails  and  motions,  to  him  do  1 
look,  to  him  do  I  defireto  approve  my  {iif. 
Where  doft  ^   Obferve,  where  doeft  thou  lay  the  jharfeflr  edge  of  the  axe  : 

thou  lay  the  ^^^  ^^^i  ^^^^  Matthew  in  another  cafe,  i^  now  laid  to  the  root  of 
^itpt^tdgaoi  the  tree  :  (inne  is  like  a  tree,  ichath  root  and  branches,  that 
tl^  Axe.  which  we  fee  of  the  tree,  is  the  bulk  and  branches ,  that  which 

is  the  life  of  the  tree  we  fee  not ,  it  is  the  root  which  is 
moored  in  the  bowels  of  the  eath.  Now  as  a  man  may  deal 
with  a  tree,  fo  he  may  deal  with  his  (inncs  ;  the  axe  may  be 
^  employed  only  to  lop  off  the  branches ,  vvhich  yetalllive  in 
the  root ,  and  he  may  apply  his  axe  to  the  very  root ,  to  the 
cutting  of  it  up ,  and  fo  he  brings  an  univerfal  death  to  the 
tree  :  So  it  is  pofTiblc  for  a  mm  to  bertow  ^11  his  pains  to  lop 
off/inne  onely  in  the  vifible  branches  in  the  outvard  limbes 
of  it,  and  it  is  aifo  pofflblc  for  a  man  to  be  crucifying  the  fecret 
luft,  the  very  corrupt  narure  and  root  of  finfulnefs.  Now 
this  I  fay,  he  vvho  befto  vs  his  ftudy,  his  prayers,  his  tears ,  his 
cares,  h!s  Aatchinv;s,h's  (Irength  to  mo'tifle  corruption  in  the 
toot,  in  the  nature,  iu  the  caufe ,  how  unquei^ionable  is  it 

that 
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that  he  doth  dcfirc  to  be  clctnfcd  from  fecret  fins.  Suppofe 
a  man  hath  an  ulcerous  part  (undifcovercd)  in  his  breaft:  if 
he  applieth  fuch  phyftck  which  will  carry  away  the  fpring  of  that 
ulcer,  it  is  a  palpable  figne  he  doth  de fire  to  be  cleared  from 
the  fccrec  ulcer  it  felf:  fo  it  is  in  this  cafe. 

Beloved,  wc  diftinguifh  'twixtthefe  two  things,  t//^ 

1 .  The  retraining  of  Jin, 

2.  The  weakening  of  fin, 

A  man  whofe  finncs  may  crawle  in  him,  like  the  worms  in  a 
dead  body,  which  may  feed  upon  his  moft  exquifite  contem- 
plations, and  dcareft  affections ,  with  fulicft  and  fweeteft  con- 
tentment, may  yet  curb  and  rcftraine  the  habits,  or  finfull 
propenfions  from  breaking  out  into  a6l ;  The  vigor  of  a  na- 
tural and  enlighcned  confcienre,  andt^heingenuity  of  amore 
nobly  bred  difpofition;  and  the  force  of  particular  aimes  and 
ends  ,  may  be  able  to  rein  up  and  bridle  in  th^z,  AUh4  Impera- 
tos  ^as  the  School-men  fpcak)  the  notable  or  vifiblc  deliveries 
or  a6lin|^s  offing  But  that  which  weakens  fin  is  grace;  that 
which  purgeth  out  the  fin  is  alwayes  contrary  to  it. 

Agam,  vvcobferve  a  difference  *twixt  thcfc  two,z'/;?:,.to  have 
finne  and  the  heart  afunder :  and  to  h^vtfnne  and  the  jhams 
or  the  himrnejfe  afunder :  this  latter  a  Phara9h^tn  A  hah  may 
defirc ;  but  the  former ,  only  that  man  who  is  truly  holy,  ana 
would  be  ckanfed  from  fecret  fins. 

4.  And  this  now  leais  me  to  a  fourth  difcovcry  of  a  perfon  Doeft  cfeoa 
who  defires  to  be  cleanfed  from  fecret  fmsyviz..he  who  ftrongly  ftrongly  dcfire 
dejires  to  have  another  nature^  another  heart, Knoih^l  nature  or  ^°  l^*^*  *"°*°* 
heart  is  a  heart  replenifhed  with  moft  holy  qualities,  which  fland  "^^*'^* 
in  a  prefent  oppofition  to  that  of  fin  ,  and  which  in  time  will 
get  the  vi6lory  over  it :  Suppofe  a  man  be  apt  to  much  unbe- 
lief, fecret  miftrufts  and  difirufts ,  how  know  I  that  he  would 
be  cleanfed  from  them  ?  not  only  by  this  that  he  complaincs, 
but  alfo  that  he   is  day  and  night  with   God  for  the  grace  o£ 
faith,  and  the  ftrength  of  his  Spirit  to  believe  :     And  indeed  it 
is  the  contrary    grace   which    doth   cleanfc   from   finne ; 
fecret  grace    which     cleanfeth  from   fecret   finnes:    for- 
afmuch  as  the  inward  clcnfing,  is  not  by  outward  medicines, 
but  by  a  compleatcd  principle,  both  in  nature  and  operation  , 

E  2  ftriving 
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ftiiving  againft  the  nature  and  operations  of  Hn,  as  theApo- 
itk  eliganciy  lliadows  it,  in  GW.  ^.  Pf'^-l.  %i.  Create  in  me-n 
new  Lean ,  laid  Duvi'^^ ;  the  new  heart  is  a  new  frame  and 
temper  to  til  theioul  >\iih  oiher  inclinaiions  and  thoughcs,and 
the  life  with  other  vvayes  and  adtions. 


SEC  T.  VI., 


«  ^*  V«,,«  T  Now  proceed  to  a  third  life  which  Hiall  be  for  Comfort 
Jbchas  have  •  ^^  ^"^^^  perlons  vpho  e  c:e  res  ar'teMly  carried  to  be  cleans 
fuchde/ircs.     fed  fro-m  J  crnf'/^is^  as  Wvli  as   publii^k  and  vitiblc,  they  may 

comrort  themfclves  in  many  things.  For, 
Their  pralfe         I .   Th^f  their  r,r^i^e  U  of  '^oi^  and  he  dorh  commend  them, 
isotGod.         fee  the  Apo  L,/^(?./;  2.28.  Heps  not  a  jew  which  is  onJ  out- 
wardly  ,  net  h  r  is   hat  crcHmcifign    which     is  outward  m  the 
f.?'^  ,  verie  2^.   But  be  is  k  jew  which  is  one  inward/fy^  a^d cirr- 
CHmcJfio/7  is  ti'-ai  of  he  he^rt  ,  inthe  fj>irn^  not  in  the  letter ^whofe 
praifeisnot  jfmen^hftt  of  God  :    Now  what  a  comfort  is  this 
thu  thou  arc  a  psrfon  whom  the  Lord  will  take  notice  of,  yea, 
whom  the  Lo:d  himfelf  will  praife  and  commend  :  to  fay  of 
thee  as  of  David,  I  have  found  a  man  after  mine  own  heart ;  and 
that  thy  heart  is  per  fed  with  the  Lord, 
^    r  *f  f,  i.  T^^at  confcietce  in  a  day  of  dijireffe  will  acquit  and  clear 

will  acquit  thm.  Beloved,  there  are  two  forts  of  people, 
them  in  a  day  Some  dawhlng^  anddijfe^ihling  ,  and  [huffing jwho^Q  carc  it 
oiiiftrefs.  is  not,  not  to  finne,  but  to  be  cunning  in  fin  ;  thefe  fliall  find 
that  in  the  day  of  their  didrelfe,  confcience  {hall  rip  wp  be- 
fore their  eyes  their  molt  private  vileneflcs,  and  that  God  will 
fct  their  fecrct  finncs  beto'c  the  light  of  his  coimtcnance ; 
yea,  and  the  more  induftrious  and  witty  that  they  have  been 
that  way,  the  mere  fliall  conicience  aggravate  the  hypocri& 
of  their  fouls. 

Others  confli&ing  and  ^.goniz^inji  with  fecret  motions ,  out- 
ward occafions  ,  ftrong  tempt^itions :  thefe  pcrfons  in  a  day  of 
diftrcffc fliall finde  fingular  teltimony  from  confcience;  for 
though  ijpvvj  whiles  their  judgement  is  oppreflcd  with  variety 
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of  arguments,  and  the  minde  is  overkdcn  with  the  heap  of 
temptations ,  they  are  not  able  clearly  to  judge  and  d^cido, 
their  condition  ,  yet  when  confciencc  ("which  is  the  great  um- 
pire in  man  )  Hiall  arife  to  examine  fore-paft  anions  and  cn^ 
dcavours  ,  it  will  there  give  fcatence  for  thee,  cxcufing  thee,, 
approving  thee,  That  In  all  fi  ^/plichy^  at^d  Jincerlty  thon  hadfl 
thy  comjerfat  ion  ,  both  towards  m  'n  and  tswards  Go^ ,  and  that 
it  was  the  defire  of  thy  foul,  to  fear  the  Lord,  to  do  no  iniqui- 
ty ,  but  to  walk  belorc  him  in  all  well-pleafing  :  conlci^ 
ence  doth  cleare ,  as  the  word  clears ,  and  whom  the  word 
doth  clear, 

3.  They  may  whhconfidenccmake  their  prayers  to  Gad y  a;!d  ^key  may vikh 
jhallbehtanL    The  hypocrite  hath  yW<9^^/  carfe^  that  hs  jhall  con^dtncc 
frayyhtitnot  frevaile  y  Efay  id.  1 2.  for  hiih  Davldy  If  I  regard  P"^'y  ^^^  ^^^^ 
in'iqmty  In  my  he  Art ,  the  Lord -wMl  not  heare  myprayery  Pfaime      "^*f"* 

66,  18.  But  faith  Eliphaz,^  Job  22.  25.  If  thou  returne  to  the 
Almighty  ytcc,  tnndjhalt  fat  aivay  im^uity  fro/n  thy  Taberna-' 
clesy  ver.  27.  7hoH  ft  alt  m^.ks  thy  prayer  nnt^him^  an  i  hejhhll 
hear  thee  rO  how  acceptable  unto  God  are  the  Tacrifices  of  a 
fpirit  truly  and  uprightly  tempered. 

4,  The  Lord  mil  mere  and  more  cleanfe  them  :  he  will  by  de-  God  will  more 
grees  put  more  beautiful  ornaments  on  the  inward  man  ,  and  »"«!  more 
change  their  burdens ;  liVaul  be  troubled  with  himfclf,  Chrlft  cl«*"fe  thtm*.; 
will  deliver  him  from  himfelf  $  he  hath  this  comfort,  tbat/^r 

the  prefent  God  oblerves  his  inward  conflifts ,  and  accepts  his 
fecret  uprighrneffe  ,  and  for  the  future ,  that  he  fhall  have 
the  vi(^ory  over  his  rebellions  by  Jefus  Chrift.  There  be 
two  things,  of  which  the  foul,  which  deales  with  inAard  con-  ^ 
virions  four  of  a  pure  refpe^Sl)  may  be  confident ,  vlz^ 
One  is  grace  to  combate  ,  Another  is  fire^gth  to  over* 
come, 

Ob*  1 . 0  but  can  a  man  be  truly  holy  who  hath  fuch  vile  in- 
clination^,  abhorred  thoughts  and  motions,  fuch  wonder- 
full  eruptions  of  finful  abominations  working  yet  with- 
in him? 

SoUa,  a  word  for  this ;     you  muft  kno  v  this,  that  an  holy 
man  u  a  man^  and  a  man  ;  he  is  cooi-ounded  of  a  nature,  and  z 
nature ;  flefh  and  fpirit,  grace  and  fin. 

E3,      *  Second-;- 
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Secondly,  you  muft  dlfii/^gm^h  '*twlxt  the  fecret  mot  tuns  of 
ftn^  and  the  Jecret  affrohations  thereof ;  as  grace  doth  not 
Utterly  root  out  all  the  exiltence  of  natural  corruption,  fo 
neither  is  it  able  abiolately  to  fupprcls  ( though  to  hinder ) 
the  operations  or  workings  of  hnful  corruption. 

Thirdly,  ^e  diftin^mfh  offecret  workjngs  of  pme ,  there  is  a 
double  fecrecy. 

I. One  is ^^^///r^Aand  itbefalsany  man  :  for  finne  naturally 
carries  iLame  with  it,  and  therefore  hath  a  defire  of  fe- 
crecy. 

2,  Another  is  artificial ,  which  is  a  cunning  deviling  o£  fin  : 
this  kinde  of  fecrecy  isnotfo  incident  to  holy  perfons :  they 
do  not  frame  methods  of  tranlgrcffing,  no  ways  ofdifhonour- 
mg  God,yet  I  will  put  forth  a  diftin6lion,  I  thinkit  good,therc 
Is  a  twofold  artificial  fecrecy, 

I.  Onz  antecedem  and  delightful^  contrived  on  purpofc  to 
enlarge  the  way  of  the  vile  heart  out  of  a  deep  love  of 
the  finne ,  and  to  compaffe  the  contiuall  fruition  there- 
of. ^  -         . 

Another  is  a  confeqnent  and  trouhlefomey  and  a  kinde  of  in- 
forced  artificialneffe,  as  was  that  of  David  ,  which   did  arife 
from  a  fin  fecretly  commited  by  him  ,  in  the  haft  of  a  tempta- 
tion ;  Now  I  think  that  even  an  holy  foul  may  po/Tibly  touch 
upon  an  artificial  fecrecy  ^  hy  confequencehavrng  been  violent- 
ly and  prcpofteroufly    carried   unto    fome    precedent   fin, 
which  that  it   may   be  hid   from    the  eye    of  man ,    it 
doth  therefore  fpin  out   (ome  other  methods  of  finning  ; 
however   this    is   a   very   fearful    courfe  ,    there   is    no 
comfort  at  all  b  it ,  but  a  deeper  aggravation  of  the  for- 
mer <:nning,  for  as  much  as  adding    finne  to  finne  is  no 
remedie ,  but  to  repent  of  former  finnings  is    the  onely 
and  bcft  way  of  help. 


SECT. 
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SECT.  VII. 

A    Fourth  Ufc  of  this  afli:rtion,fliall  be/or  Exhortation  to  -, 

take  heed  of^andUhour  agulnli [ecret Jins  :  its  fr/^,that  alt  »  J*  ^'.     -~ 
fin  is  to  be  declincd.-But  I  therefore  ftir  you  up  to  beware  of  fe-  take  heed  of ^* 
cret  finncs,  bccaufe  we  are  more  apt  to  thole  then  to  the    o-  fccrctfim, 
pen;  we  fink  our  felvesfooner  withthefe  then  with  any  o- 
*her  finnings. 

There  are  three  things  which  I  will  handle  herc,and  fo  cob-^ 
dude  this  point, '://'?:. 

fi.  Motives  to  enforce  our  care. 

^2,  Aggravations  offecret  fms. 

^  3 .  Means  which  may  prcfent  help  againft  fccrct  fin. 

1.  Ths  Motives.  ii   •     ' 

There  be  many  arguments  which  may  juftly  ftir  us  up  to  ukc     **°^'^**' 
hee4  of>  and  to  cieanfe  from  fecret  fins. 

I.  The  Lord  k^oweth  oht  f  cret  Jinnin^s  as  exA&ij  4^  our  vi"  '^^^  ^ord 
ftblefimmgs  ,  Pfal.  44. 11.  He  kjtsweth  thefecrets  of  our  hearts,  ^"*^'T?  ^"'^  ^*i 
Vh\.li,g,z.  He  kjjoweh  onr  down  fittifjgaiid  onruprififtgy  a»i  ^^  ft]     ^^^^ 
underfiands  oHrthotights  afar  of  ^VQT, 11,  If  1  fay  fur ely   the 
darkjieffe  f^all  cover  me  ;  even  the  night  fnall  be  light  aboitt  me  , 
VCrf.i2.    yeathe  darkneffe  hldeth  not  from  thee  i,  but  the  night 
fhlneth  as  the  day^  the  darknejfe  and  the  light  are  both  alike  un- 
to thee  ,  Ezek.S.d.  Sonne  of  man -^  fee^  thou   ifhat   they  do  ; 
even  the  great  abominations  that  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  conmltteth 
her^.    Like  one  on  an  high  mountain  pointing  at   the  thiefc 
robbing  a  man  in  a  thicket,  fee  you  yonder  thief  plucking  of 
him  down,&c.fo  here  the  great  an  i  lofty  (  od ,  whofcfeat  is 
on  high  ,  beholds  all  the  wayes  and  motions  of  che  child-en  of 
men,  even  thorow  the  thicke(lcloiid<,  and  nothing  can  barrc 
out  his  obie  vance ,  whofe  eye  fills  heaven  md  earth :  whit  is 
tile  curtcun  to  him,  or  the  night,  or  the  lock,  or  the  chMnbcri 
or  the  whifpering^orthe  thinking,  or  the  i;"naginition  otthac 
thinking;  he  needs  not  to  have  his  underftandin^  to  be  in-  - 

formed  ; 
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iformed  by  the  fcnfiblencffe  of  fpeech,  or  the  vifiblenefs  of  a6l- 
ring>  who  made  the  franne  of  fpirit ,  and  fearcherh  into  the 
depths  of  the  foul ,  and  clearly  obferves  ail  things  in  aperfc6l 
nakednefs. 

<5odwillrBakc  a.  The  Lord  will  makj  ntant f eft  every  fecret  thing  ^  Mark  4. 
m»nitcft  every  22.  There  is  mthivg  hid  which  jhall  not  be  manifefted  :  Neither 
lecrci  tnin^.      ^  ^^^  ^^j^^  ^_^^  fecret  hut  that  it  jhsnli  come  abroad. 

There  is  a  twofold  breaking  outofafecret  fin  or  manife- 
ftation  ofit. 

One  i^  natural:  look  as  the  childe  formed  in  the  womb 
naturally  defi res  liberty  to  come  forth,  and  as  the  fire  within, 
to  flie  out  and  abroad,  fo  the  the  inward  conceptions  of  iin, 
naturally  propcnd  and  ftrive  to  thrull  out  themielves  into  vi- 
able adding  and  view;  the  foul  cannot  long  be  in  fecret  act- 
ings, but  fomc  one  part  of  the  body  or  other  will  be  a  mef- 
fenger thereof,     r, .    ;  ,.■ 

Another  is  judicial ;  as  when  the  Judge  arraigns,  and  trie^, 
^^  .   .,     and  fcrues  out  the dofc murder ,  and  thedark thefts  :ib God 
.nv  ..a     ^iiihnng  to  light  the  moft  hidden  works  of  darkncfle ;  for 
though   the  actings  of  finne   be  in  the  darkneffe,  yet   the 
judgings  of  fin  {hall  be  in  the  ^ht  :  though  they  he  fecrct, 
inuv2Y,onu  y^j  i\it[<t  arc  open:  as  though  the  times  of  theft  be  private, 
.54iiux^^^5;Dy^^  the  places  of  Judicature  are  open  ,  Sccl^f.  12.  14.    God 
flail  bring  every  vp or k  Into  judgement  with  every  fecret  thlngy 
yphether  it  be  good  or  whether  it  be  evil :   he  doth  noc  fay,  fomc 
:tvork,but  every  YYork,and  not  only  works, but  fecrets ,  and  not 
only  fccrets ,  but  every  fecfCt;  and    not   only   fecret  good 
thin;3S>  but  evil  too,  whether  good  works  or  ill  works,  whether 
fecret  or  open  ,  all  mutt  be  brought  to  judgement ,  i  C<7r.4.y. 
Jpidg^e  nothing  before  the  time  mtill  the  Lord  come^  who  bnh  will 
bring  to  light  the  hidden  things  of  darkpejfe  -^    and  will  make 
7»anifefl  the  Coanfels  efthe  heart  :  Though  thou  mayeft  now 
cover  thy  finfulnefs  with  much  hypocrifie ,  yet  then  all  vizards 
Ihalibe  pulled  otf,  thou  fh  at  be  (Iript  of  all  counterfeit  fhapes  , 
as  thou  art,  and  as  thou  hift  done,  fo  £halt  thou  be  made  known 
to  men  and  An'^els ,  and  to  all  the  world:  thy  whole  heart, 
.     „.        and  thy  whole  courfe  of  life  fhal  be  pul'ed  a  pieces  before  thee. 
SeirL  l.Thy  fecrsts  fhall,  not  only  bs  manifefted ^  km  fhall  alfij 

*     ^   '  \  be 
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Ire  Judged  hy  GsdyRom,  2.  i6Jnthe  day  when  God  (hall  Judge 
thefecrets  of  men  hy  Jefus  Chrtfl :  wc  read  fometimcs  that  God 
will  Judge  our  words  ,  and  God  will  Judge  our  works ,  and  here 
that  ^sd  wil/Jpt-lge&urfecrets ,  he  will  judge  words  and  works 
as  finnes  ripened  to  cxprelfions;  he  will  judge  fecrcts,as  fins  ri- 
pening and  brceding,/^^  3 1 .  26.  Jf  I  heheld  the  fun  when  hjhi' 
ned,or  the  moon  walkjng  in  hrlghtneffe ,  Ti-j,  And  my  heart  hath 
been [ecretly  entifed  ,  28.  Ihh  aljo  were  an  iniquity  to  he  pu^ 
nijhed  hy  the  JuJge^  lob  i^.lo.he  will  furely  repr&ve  you  if  yon 
doe  [ecretly  accept  perfo^s ,  Deut.  27.15.  Qurfed  he  the  man  that 
mak^th any  Graven Image^anahomination  to  theLordy^cAnd 
putteth  it  in  afecret  place. 

There  is  a  twofold  judging ,  to  which  fecrct  a^^ings  of  fin 
arc  obnoxious. 

One  is  Temporall ,  and  in  this  life;  fee  this  in  David  , 
2  Sam.  1 2.9.  wherefore  haft  thoH  defpifedthe  commandment  of  the 
Lordy  to  doe  evil  in  his  fight  ^  thou  haft  killed  Uriah  the  Hittite 
with  the  [word  (this  was  done  in  a  fecrct  letter )  znd  haft  taken 
his  wife  to  he  thy  w  if e^'^nd  v, 10,  Now  t  her  fore  the  [word  fhalnever 
depart  fr0m  thine  houfey  hecaufe  thou  haft  ^  c^c,  V.  1 1.  Thus  faith 
the  LoMy  he  hold  I  willraife  up  evil  againft  thee  out  of  thine  own 
houfe-iand  I  will  takj  thy  wives  he  fore  thy  eyes  ,  and  give  them  t9 
thy  neighhoursyV Ai^Thou  didft  ft  fecretlyybutlwill  doe  this  thing 
before  all  Ifraely  and  before  the  Suny  Ephi  5.6.  Becaufe  of  theje 
things  Cometh  the  wrath  of  GodyUpon  the  Children  ofdijobedience,  ' 

Another  is  etemall ;  that  the  Lord  will  Judg  them  with  eter- 
nal] wrath  ,  for  that  i§  the  portion  of  hypocrifie:  though 
thou  mayeft  efcape  the  judgement  of  man  ,  yet  thou  Hialc 
net  efcape  the  judgement  of  God,  Heb.  15.  4.  whore* 
mongers  and  adulterers  God  wi/ 1  judge  y  he  will  fentcnce  them  •'.•':;^ 

himfelfe  for  their  fecret  abominations.  ^^ 

4.  Secret  fins  are  msre  dangerous  to  the  f  erf  on  in  fom;  reJfeSis 
then  open  finnes.     For, 

I .  A  man  doth  hy  his  art  of  finning  deprive  hiir.felfe  of  the  help  j^cret  ffniare 
of  hisfinfuUe^e  :  like  him  who  will  carry  his  wound  covered,or  moredange- 
who  bleedes  inwardly;   hclpc  comes  not  in  becaufe  the  dan-  ro«i  in  fome 
ger  is  not  defcricd  nor  known  ,if  a  mans  fin  breaks  out ,  there  fe^P^^stfeca 
is  a  Minifter  ^t  hand ,  a  friend  near ,  and  others  to  reprove,  to  ^^-  -- 
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wanic,  to  diped:But  vvhcn  he  is  r be  artificer  of  his  lufts  ,  he 
bjfrrcs  himfelfe  of  all  pubiick  remedy :  and  laic,^  great  orr'cr  and 
tare  to  daiin  his  foule  ,  by  cov<:ring  his  fecrei  Tins  with  fome 
piaufible  varniih,  which  may  beget  a  good  opinion  in  others 
of  his  wayes. 

A  man  doth  by  his  fecre^y  glvt  the  r^ms  unto  corrHttlm  ;  the 
tnindc  is  fed  all  the  day  long,  either  with  (mful  contemplations 
or  proje<^ings,  10  that  the  very  ftrength  of  the  foule  is  wafted 
and  corrupted. 

^ .  Nay,  ■  cret aEl'mgs  dichnt  heat  and hjiamf  Kattirall corrupt 
tlen ,  asin  llioi-ldcrin^  in  a  croudjwhen  one  hath  got  out  of  the 
doorc  t  ^o  or  th  ee  are  ready  to  fail  out  after ;  fo  when  a  man 
faatb  given  his  heart  leave  to  a£i  a  iecrct  fin  ,  this  begets  aprc- 
fent,and  quick,and  llron^  flame  in  corruption  to  repcate  and 
muliiply  ,  and  throng  out  the  ^Bi^ :  finfii!  a£ls  are  not  onely 
fruite^^  of  fin,  but  hcipsand  f^rengths^allfinnin:;  bein-^  more 
finful  hy  more  finning  :  not  only  in  the  efted^-  biit  in  the  cau/e: 
the  i  p  rin;^, and  caul  e  of  fin  will  u'ow  mad  and  iniolent  hereby. 6r 
tnore  corruptjthis  bein^  3truth,th«it  if  the  heart  ^^ives  way  foronc 
Cm  c  wil  be  ready  fo:  the  neictfif  it  wilyeld  to  bring  forth  onceac 
the  ucviis  pleafurc,  it  wii  bring  itfo:  th  twice  by  its  one  motion. 

4  A  man  bjf  [e  cret  fins ,  ioth  b'-st  foUfh  and  ifuare  the  hypocri^ 
fpe  afhis  hearty  he^oth  ftrive  no  be  an  exa6"l  Hypocrite,  and  the 
more  cunninv  hq  is  in  the  pailitting  of  his  finnin^s,  the  more 
pertlift  he  is  in  his  hypocrific. 

^^7 he  aggravatiofrjywHlyou  give  me  your  leave  to  make  a  iliorc 
digretf.on,touching  the  degrees  of  agravation  of  fccrer  finnin^^s, 
V2i:ily»,pcrhaps  xhey  may  fink  deep  and  quicken  us xo  repentance 
and  caution. 

I  .The  mer^foul  the  fin  naturally  is^the  worfe  is  the  f  cret  aBtK£ 
ofr:  you  know  tliat  fome  fins  have  a  fouler  dye  in  them  then . 
others,  all  are  not  a  like,but  fome  are  more  intrin.ecally  yll^  :■ 
A  blafphemous  thought ,  is  worfe  then  an  Idle  thought ,  and 
the  fecret  ikaiing  of  a  fiiiiiing  though  ic  be  a  fin,yct  not  fo  great 
as  the  fecret  killing  of  a  man* 

J  he  more  relations  are  broken  hy  fc  cret  finning  the  vpcrfe-they 


2. 


0!rey  and  more  to  he  w^reJ^  for  all  relations  are  bonds,  and  cords, 
thcyarcafilc.ofrcafoisi,  v^by weiliouldnot  fia;  forafindc 

perfon 
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fon  to  commit  folly  ,  if?  a  da^nibie  fir,  buc  for  one  to  bieak 
the  covenant  oi  her  youih  and  <.^od,tOf  ^  perioa  who  u  marri- 
ed >  this  very  relation  trebles  rhe  guilt:  {o:  any  ont  co  mufcec 
is  a  lin  of  death  ^  but  for  the  Ch  Ide  co  murder  the  parjat  Ic  - 
crctly,  this  very    relation  increafes  the  guilt.  ^ 

3.   rt^  w^f  profejJi-7ft  a  man  n.akes  the  worfe    are  his  fecrn  ^f^,^7mw 
fmmngs ;  forafmuch  as  he  carricth  not  only  a  badge,  but  ahb  a  "^  ,te.  ibe 
judge  on  his  ("hojlders,  h:  not  only  weares  a  profelfion  which  is  wurfe  irchU 
contrary  to  his  pra^lilc  ,  but  which  fliall  condemne  and  jud^e  fecrct  On*. 
him  ;  that  he  is  not  what  he  would  feeme  to  be,  yea  ,  his  con- 
trary pradlite,  do:h  ground  and  occafion  the  great  reproaches 
and  blemiHies  like  dirr,to  be  cilt  upon  the  face  of  R:li^ion:<if;?<|i 
vso  10  nlm  hy  vphom  offtihces  cs.ne, 

A.,  Th '  more  lig^^t  a  wan  hath  meeting  him  In  the  darkSy  ^^^  -, 
fee  ret  atilngs  cf/trj^the  more  ahomlhahlc  is  ti^  fin;  when  not  on-  7  S  ^^^g 
ly  a  difcovering  !ii>ht ,  but  a  checking'  ll.ht,not  only  a  check-  hfih 'b.-morc 
ing  but  a  threatning ,  not  onciya  chreatningbuc  alio  a  troub- abumin*b;t  .he 
line;  light  ,  oppoieth  ,  and   chrg^th   from  the  confciencciin. 
againil  the  finning ,  this  makes  it  the  more  outof  meafure  fin- 

full.  Themnrfa- 

^.  The  more  retu^r^ant  fecretjins  are  to  the  light  of  nature  ^  ^z\n9ixht\\^t 
the  rvor^e  are  rhev  in  their  a^lf^gs,   A  hn  is  Very  broad  when  the  cf  natu  e  tbt 
light  of  nature  wirhout  any  ayd  of  knowkdg  from  the  fcripture  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^' 
fhall  make   the  heart  to  tremble  at  the  commilTion  and  to  be 
terribly  amazed ,  the  Apottic   toucheth  at  thefc  kindcs  of  fe^  ", 
Cl^x.(\TLn\n'i^^ -i^pm.i^HnnMHr all  Itiftings  and hur:i figs, 

6,  The  more  art  a  man  deth  nfe  to  effeti  his  fecret  f.nnlngs  the  "^^^  ^f^.  ^^  • 
yoorfe  they  are :  forafmuch  fas  a  about  the  fame  fin  ,  )  it  is  ever  I^^"  "'/;L  *Ii,- 
worle  when  It  IS  breathed  out  by  de  iberation  ,  then  when  it  worfct^icy  ar<fc 
is  forced  out  by  a  meer  temptation:  and  fin  is  not  to  be  rept'ted 

an  infirmity,or  vveaknefs,whcn  art  or  cunning  is  the  caufe  of  ir, 

for  as  much  as  art  is  fober  and  takes  time  to  contrive ,  and  rca- 

fon  to  place  and  difphce  ;  to  help  andfonvard  its  ads  or  inten-  jhe  more  fre- 

tions  ail  which  arc  contrary  to  furprifals  and  infirmities.  ^u^nr  a  m^n  \% 

7.  Ihe  more  frequrnt  a  man  Is  In  fecret  /Innings   the  deeper  is  in  thew  the 
hlsgnllt}  when  he  c^n  drive  a  trade  of  fin  within  doors :  when  "^^^^^  ih^ya:^' 
it  is  not  a  flip  ,  but  a  courfc  ;  and  he  hich  hardly  fcraped  out 

the  bitterneffe  of  the  former ,  but  he  is  excrcifinj  the  fin  new 
and  afrelh  J^gaine.  JF  2  8. 7 he 
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%,The  more  grlfes  of  canfclence  and  refclut'ions  a  man  hAthfeJn 
and  taksrt  ag^injt  fecret  JlnningS'^and  yet  yvallowes  in  them^the 
moreftaim  andguib  I'es  ufon  his  foule,   A  wound  to  a  fick  man 
is  vvorfe  then  to  an  healthy  man,  forafaiuch  as  the  fpirits  are  al- 
ready wounded  by  fickncfs:  no  finnings  wound  deeper  then  fuch. 
asfoiloiv  the  woundings  of  confciencc;  a  (inner  doth  thruit  the 
fword  in  againe  to  the  fame  hurt^ 
Thirdly y  the  means. 
But  you  will  fay ,  this  is  fcarfull    to  finthus,  what  CMeanes 
be  dcanfcd  of    may  he  ufed  to  get  ojf^  and  to  keep  of  the  fonle  fromfecret  finsf 
fecrctfins.  jj^^  j-^^igg  of  direftion  ( which  as  foe  many  means^  I  would 

commend  unto  you  are  thefe. 

1 .  If  thoti  hafi  heen guilty  of  [ecretjtnnes^he  humbled  and  retem:  -.■ 
A  man  fhall  hardly  ftavc  off  a  newfin,who  hach  not  been  hum- 
bled for  an  old  fin  of  the  fame  kinde;  for  as  much  as  future  care 
feldome  manifefts   it  fclfe without  former  forrow :.  haf^  thou 
been  a  fecrct  Adulterer,  fornicator,thicf,  backbiter,  oppreffor,. 
liar,  drunkard, (^r. 

O  haftcn,haften  in  by  fpeedy  forrow ,  by  fpeedy  repentance : 
bewaile  (  if  it  bcpoffible)  with  teares  of  blood  thy  fecret  wick-- 
cdnefle :  if  thou  doeft  not  judge  thy  felfe,  God  will  furely  judge 
thee  ,  and  thinke  not  that  becaufc  thy  finnings  were  fecret  , 
therefore  thy  compun6^ions  muft  be  fmalI,nay,thou  oughtefl:  t© 
abound  the  rather,  and  the  more  in  floods  of  tears,  and  of  bitter 
contrition ,  who  didcfl  dare  to  provoke  God  fo,c^f. 

2.  Takj  heed  of  fecret  occafions  and  provocations'-  why  is  it  that 
thou  fayeft ,  O  this  nature  ,  O  this  heart,  O  that  Satan.  Thou 
hall,  I  confeffe ,  Ihed  many  teares ;  thou  hafl  felt  many 
forrows  and  troubles ,  thou  haft  made  many  vovyes  and  re- 
folutions ;  thou  hafi  put  up  rnany  prayers  and  petitions , 
and  yet  thou  art  in  thy  fecret  finnings ,  why,what  fhould  be  the 
rcafon,do  prayers  do  nothing  againft  fin?  yea, do  rears  nothing? 
do  troubles  nothingfdo  vows  nothing  ?yes,aU  of  thofe  may  do 
fomcthing ,  if  fomcthing  elfe  be  added,  if  the  leake  be  flopped, 
if  the  windows  be  fhut,  if  the  doores  be  locked ,  I  meane,  If 
occafions  and  provocations  be  confcionably  and  carefully  avoy- 
ded :  otherwifc  they  arc  nothing :  if  thou  prayeft  and  then  ad- 
v^nturjcs  thy  ftrength  upon  the  occ^fionoithy  fecrct  finning  , 
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whac  doft  thou  but  feck  God  firit,  and  next  lifc  up  and  tempt 
him.  Keep  dole  to  heaven,  and  keep  oft" from  the  occafions, 
and  then  tell  mc  whether  God  will  not  keep  tfeee  from  thy 
(innings. 

g.  Crujh  the  temptations  which  come,  from  the  roots^  Though 
theu  doeft  decline  occalions,  yet  thoucanR  not  decline  thy  ^^"^*  ^^* 
fclf  :  And  there  is  that  in  a  mans  fclf ,  vvhich  can  fetch  in  fj^j^^^c  w!)tSr 
the  occafion  by  rcprefcntation ,  by  inclination  ,  by  contem-     ^ 
plation:  fometimes  another  provokes  thee  to  fin  j  and  this  is 
in  fociety;  fomtimcs  thine  own  heart  provokes  thee  to  fin>and 
this  is  when  thou  art  folitary.Now  the  thoughts  jfteal  out,  now 
ima^^inations  prefent  and  confer  with  the  ininde ,   with  the 
willjvvith  affeil^lions :  wouldll  thou  now  free  thy  felf  from  fecret 
a6lings,thcnfrec  thy  fclf  from  fccrcc  thinkings. 

The  pidure  in  the  glafs  may  inflame  as  much  as  that  in- 
the  natural  face  :  fo  fin  in  the  rcprefcntation  of  the  mindc^ 
may  fire  our  corrupt  hearts,  as  well  as  the  entifings  of  it  by 
convcrfing  occafions ,  Pfalme  19. 14.  Let  the  Meditatims 
of  mj  heart  he  dvoAp  accent  Me  in  thjfjight^  Q  Lord  my  ftrengtk 
^i  my  Redeemer, 

There  are  two  things  which  will  never  failc  you  in  your  fur-- 
prifal  of  fecret  finnings,^//;^.  ^    ^ 

1,  One  is  to  be  digging  Hf  the  intimate  root  ^  all  Jin^ 

2.  Another  Is  to  flifiethe  firfi  eoncepion  of  fins,  to  make 
flnne  an  abortive  in  the  womb,  that  it  fliall  never  ftretch 
out  it  fclf  to  a6\ions.  Beloved,  to  tyc  Samffms  armes,  it 
was  a  vaine  thing,  his  ftrength  lav  not  there ;  hut  if  the  hair 
of  his  head  be  cut  off,  then  his  rfrengthis gone,  and  he  Ihall; 
become  weak.  To  tamper  (only)  with  the  ads  of  finnc  is  not 
the  way  to  be  ridof  finful  a6ls.But  the  fingular  way  to  be  rid  of 
bad  a6ls,is  to  be  ridof  a  bad  nature  :  the  vertue  of  the  effect  al- 
wayes  lurks inthe  caufe,  and  therefore  it  is  the  caufc  which. 
gives  lifc  and  death  to  it.  If  thou  couldeft  on-ce  get  an  holy 
nature,  which  might  be  at  defiance  vvith  finnc  in  its  throne; 
know  this ,  that  a  new  nature  and  daily  combat  would  much- 
help  againft  fecret  finnings.  Thatfinne  is  leaft  of  all  a^ed' 
with  life ,  which  is  moft  ofall  combated  within  the  hearts 

foe. 
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for  finne  huh  Icaft  praAife  where  it  hath  mof}  oppofirion  : 
.  And  of  all  oppofidons   chole    that   are   iaward   are   moft 
weakning  of  fin. 

4.  G'^t  an  hatred,  of  ftnne  ^  which  will  oppofe  fin  in  all 
kindes,  and  all  dmes,  and  in  a.l  places.  ^ 

5.  ^tt  the  feare  of  God  pU»red  In  thy  heart.  There 
G€rifaefcarc  ^^^  thit^  forts  oi'  finnes  v\hich  this  fi:arwitl  preferve  a  man 
of  God.          af^,ainrt. 

"  Firll ,  TUafant  Jtmes ,  which  take  the  fenfc  wich  de- 
liv..ht. 

"^ Secondly ,  Prpfit^^hle  finnes ,  which  tske  the  heart  with 
g^aine,  but  vfhat  fhail  tt  profit  me  to  wlme  the  whole  worlds  and 
t9  hie  my  foul. 

Thirdly  ,  fecret  Jtnnet  of  either  fort,    ^ofgph  did  not  dare 
to  fmne  that  i,rcat  fmneofuncleannefle  ;  though  the  afling 
of  it  Hiighc    have  beene  fecret,   and  though  perhaps  the 
confeciuence  of  it  mi^ht  have  been  his  preferment ;  why, 
the  fear  of  God  kept  him  off,  he  had  an  awful    regard  to 
God,  he  knew  the  ^rcatneiic  of  his  hoUneffe,  ofhis  power, 
'    Horp  can  I  do  this  great  ppickjdneffe  and ftnne  anrainFt  ^odf 
Cen,  ^59. 9.  Why  (  brethren  )  if  we  fcarc  the  Lofd  ,  it  is 
not  the; night  which  the  thief  doth    take,  nor    the   twi- 
light vsh'ch  the  adulterer  doth  take,  nor  the  feafons  of  fccre- 
cy  or  places  of  obfcuvity  that  will  prevaile    with  us ,   &c. 
Yea,  butCiod  fees  me,  the  great  jud^e  of  heaven  and  earth, 
the  holy  one  ,  the  God  who  hates  all  (inne,  whofe  eyes  arc 
brighter  then  the  Sunne,  and  purer  then  to  behold  fin  ;  and 
who  is  mi.  bty  in  power,  and  juft  in  his  threatnings,  he  fees 
and  beholds,  therefore  I  dare  not. 
Bel Jeved  Gods        5,  Believe  Gods  omnjfclence  ^  and  omniprcfence ;  that  the 
pmniicjcncc:    j^^^^  -^  ^yg^y  yvherc,  and  all  things  are  naked  and  open  to 
hi?  eye  with  whom  thou  haft  to  deal :  thou  canft  not  intend 
to  think,  thou  <anft  nor  whifper  out     thy  thoughts  ,  rhou 
canft  no^  finger  the  clofcft  bribes,  thou   canft  not  cncline 
thy  felf  to  the  moft  abftraded  kinde  of  fecrecy  in  the  world  ; 
but  God  iCQs  thee  clearly ,  perfectly;  now  if  a  man  could 
believe  that  God  is  Bill  with  us  ,  and    there   are   tvvowhich 
evermore    goe    with   us ,    the  Judge  and    the     Re^ifkr  , 

God 
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God  and  confcience,that  he  is  acquainted  with  all  his  thoughts, 
paths,  waycs,  this  nouldputan  awc  upon  him: would  the  wife 
be  fo  impudent  to  commit  folly  and  proilitute  her  whoriHi 
body  in  the  fight  andprefence  ot  her  husband  ^  w(^;d  the 
fervantbe  filching  out  of  the  box;  if  he  fa.v  his  Malkrs  ey^j 
upon  his  hand. 

7.  Get  thy  he^.Tt  to  he  upright  ^  uprightneffe  is  an  iiaward  ^     u   l 
temper:   and  hypocrifie  is  an  outward  complc6^ion,  Pfalm:  ^ob/uLpb" 
1 1 9.5.    They  do  no  iniquity  -^  &c,    Ths  inward  man  is  the  i'  ^  ? 

bufinelTe  of  finceriry  ,  to  the  forming  and  falliionin^;^  of  that, 
dofrh  It  improve  and  imploy  it  felfe  ?  it  knowes  that  God 
delights  in  truth,  and  this  too  in  the  inward  parts  :  It  endea- 
vours to  pleafe  God  in  all  things,  and  there  to  be  moft  to 
God,  where  man  can  be  leifl:  in  obfervation^  and  that  isin 
the  fccret  and  hidden  frame. 


DSALM 
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P  SAL.   19. 13. 

Keep  bac\  thy  fer^ant  aljo  from  prefumptnom 
finnes  5  let  them  not  have  dominion  over  me:, 
then  jh all  I  be  upright  y  aftd  pall  be  innocent 
from  that  great  tranjgrejpon. 


The  wordi 
eonGdered; 


CHAP.IL 

Hefe  Words  containc  in"  them  Davids 
fccond  Pctirion  and  requeft :  finnes  do 
not  only  differ  in  refpeft  of  opennefTe 
and  fecretnefs,  but  alfo  in  refpe6\:  of  the 
degree  of  hainoufnefs  and  grcatnefs  ; 
nowbccaufe  fecretjtns  flicks  clofefta^sd 
are  of  a  more  eafie  and  advcntrous 
cominiffion,  therefore  David  prays 
much  againil:  them,  Lordycleanfe  thou 
me  from  fecret  flmes ;  And  b^^caufe  frefumptuous  finnes  are  of 
a  more  fearful  efficacy ,  and  coniequently  (they  being  ufu- 
allythe  bravings  of  God  even  to  his  face  )there£ore  David 
prays  as  vehem^cncly  againft  them  in  this  verfc. 


This  verfe  may  oe  confidercd  tvVo  ways* 


I, Re- 
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1.  %£lfeL}:lvely^  as  in  connC(!Jtion  with  the  former  by  that  Inconjunaion 
word  {alfo  )  keef  bac^   thy  fcrvant  alfoj  as  if  David  had  faid,  "'**  '^  ^?^-- 
O  Lord  I  have  prayed  unto  thee  tobecleanfed  from  fecrcc  "^'^^ 
finnes,  and  I  befcech  thee  \zt  me  be  anfwered,  but  yet  this  is 

not  all  that  I  have  to  requeft,  I  have  yet  another  requcft  be- 
M'is  that,  keep  me  alfo  from  prefumptuous  fins. 

2.  AhfolHtely^  in  regard  of  their  proper  matter ,   fo  they  Anihdrprop« 
comprehend.  ,  ^^^^^^^ 

1.  The  Petitioner  [thy  fervam^ 

2.  The  Petition,  which  refpe^ls  fins. 

•I.  Prefumption  [frompreffimPtfiowJtHs,'] 

2,  Dominion  [  Ut  them  not  have  I)9mlnio/t  over  me, 

5.  The  Petitioner  who  is  impJyed,  and  that  is  God,  yet  ex- 
preffed  by  what  he  iliould  do  Sk^e-p  hack^^  &c,\ 

4.  The  Conclufion  or  inference  which  he  makes  from  the 
grant  of  all  this  ,  which  is  his  n^rlghtnefs  and  innocency ,  in- 
noccncy,  not  abfolute,  but  Mvciizt^y  w»ocent  from  that  great 
tranfgrejfion.  There  is  more  matter  in  thefe  vvords  then  you 
yet  well  conceive  of,  I  will  touch  fome  Propofations  ,  which 
might  challenge  a  further  profecution ,  and  then  I  will  fee 
down  at  large  upon  the  main  intentions  and  conclufions 
from  the  words  confidered  as  a  connexion  of  a  new  requeft 
with  the  former  requeft,  thefe  things  might  be  obferva- 
ble,  viz..    ^ 


M.'.M 


F\  n     tri  in-,  There  may  ani 

Irlt ,  There  may  and  fhouU  he  a  <:on]HnBtoHy  even  of  great  ih.;uld  be  a 
fetttioyis  and  re^aefts  (at  once  )  unt^  God  :  As  tncy  fay  conjundion  of 
of  graces  and  duties ,  that  they  arc  conncxed   (and  like  fo  S"^"^  ^^^^^^L 
many  pearls  upon  one  and  the  fame  ft"ing)  for  we  may  fay  *^'^^??^^C^' 
of  rcquefts  to  God ,  though  they  be   many  for  kindes,    and 
number,  nnd  matter,  yet  they  may  be  put  up   in  the  fame 
prayer  co  God.  David  ends  not  at  that  requeft  (  kjef  me  from 
fecret  finnes)  but  goes  on  alfo,  O  Lord,  ks^p   me  from  prs^ 

fHrnftneui  fmnes  ^  he  multiplies  his  fuits  according  co  the 

G  mul- 
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Note. 
Oar  prayers 
muft  be  with 

urg€nt  ferven 
cy. 


Imporcunity. 

3- 
Patient  pcrlc 

vcranqe. 

Variety  of 

^tter^ . 


Rcafons* 

God  hears  eve- 
ry Requeft)  a$ 
wfltaianyonCa 


multiplicity  of  his  ncceflity   and  exigence. 
There  be  divers  qualities  about  our  prayers,  t//:?:,. 

1.  One  istin  urgent  fcrve}7cyi  when  the  foul  doth  not  na- 
kedly commence  the  fuitjpropound  it  to  God,  and  fay ,  Lord 

■  hear  me,  but  it  doth  inforce  (as  it  were  an  audience  and  ac- 
ceptance, it  doth  ftrive  with  God  and  wreftle  with  him ,  / 
will  not  let  thee  go^mlefsthoHbleJfeme^G^n,^2/j,6.^sJacoh^ 
And  ->  O  Lord  hear^  O  Lord  hearken  and  conficer  ;  do^  and  de^ 
ferre  not  for  thy  name  fake  ^  z^Dan,  p.  this  is  a  following  of 
the  fuit  with  God,  as  the  woman  did  Chrift. 

2.  Imfortumty  :  when  a  perfon  renews  the  fame  fuit,comes 
often  to  the  door  of  grace  and  knocks. 

3.  Patient  f  erf  ever  ance  I  I  yvi/l  hearkenyfa'ithDavidyPLS^. 
I  mil  n'^/Vjfaith  the  Church,  Mlcaq. 

4.  A  variety  or  mHltlyllclty  of  matter  ,  like  af  a  patient  who 
comes  to  the  Phyfician  ;  Sir,  faith  he  ,  fuch  an  ach  in  my 
head,  and  fuch  crudity  in  my  ftomack,  and  fuch  a  lUtch  in 
my  fide  :  fo  when  vvc  come  to  the  Lord  in  prayer,  we  may 
and  fhould  open  not  only  one  want,  but  all  our  wants ;  and 
crave  help  not  in  one  thing,  but  in  every  thing  :  we  /hould 
multiply  requefts,  O  ZW,  faith  David ^  in  P/k/,  ^i.  /  wm 
conceived  in  ft  nne^\^\K  do  thou  cleanfe  that  i  and  I  fhed  the 
blood  of  ^r/W?,  do  thou  pardon  that;  and  I  defiled  his  wife, 
do  thou  wafli  that ;  and  I  lort  thy  fpirit  for  thefe,  but  do. 
thou  reftore  that ;  and  I  weakned  and  wounded  my  graces , 
but  do  thou  renew  them :  As  Paul  fpake ,  Phil. ^.6,  In  every 
thing  hy  prayer  and  fnpplicat'ion  with  thanksgivings  let  your 
reqnefi  be  made  k^ovon  to  God :  fo  I  fay,  for  every  thing  let 
your  manifold  rcquefts  go  up  to  God  by  prayer  :  And  I  think 
that  phrafe  (\n  Bph,6»iS.  Praying  with  all  prayer)  will 
reach  the  point  in  hand  :  AH  prayer  extending  it  felf  not  on- 
ly to  all  the  kinds  and  forms  of  praying,bu.t  alfo  to  all  the  mat- 
ters or  things  for  which  we  do  pray. 

Reafons  hereof  are  thefe» 

1,  God  can  he  are  every  reefuefl  as  well  as  my  one,  A  multi- 
plied rcqueft  as  well  as  a  fingle  rcquert ;  for  he  takes  not, 
nor  obfervss  things  by  difcourfc,  where  one  notion  may  bo 

afi^ impedimeni  to xbe  apprehcnfion  of  another,  but  all* 

things 
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things  (  by  rcafon  of  his  omnifcence  )  arc  equally  at  once 
prefent  unto  him. 

2.  Nay,    he  can  grant  many  and  great  recjHc ft Sy  as  eafilj  as  ^^'     

theftngie  and  fmalteft  Petition.    The   greateft  gift  comes  ^^^^^^^^"^^^ 
freely  and  readily  out  of  his  hand^as  the  molt  common  met- pethions ,  as 
cy  ,  even  Jefus  Chrift ,  and  pardon  of  many  (innes  ,  arc  of  well  as  finglc 
tne  fame  price  with  our  daily  bread.  Though  the  former  gifts  ^"4  lictjc  oncf.- 
be  fin  comparifon  with  the  other)  of  a  much  more  elevated 
nature   and  di.^nity ,  yet    in   rcfpe^    of  the  fountainc   of 
them,  all  of  them  come  from  the  freeneffe  ofhisgoodncfs 
and  love. 

g.  r^//?Cby  whom  we  arc  to  put  up  all  our  requefts  (for  he  chriftisas 
IS  our  advocate  and  intcrceffor)  is  as  r^^ady  and.  able  to  implead  able    to   iai- 
many  and  great  reqtiefts  ,  as  well  as  fome  and  inferior  :  As  he  is  plead   many 
our  mighty  Redeemer ,  fo  he     is    our  mighty  Interccffor.  8"^  g*^*"  Re- 
And  his  blood  is  as  efficacious  and  meritorious  for  many  fins  ^^^^^',?'  ^^^ 
as  for  fome.  V        »"^^"»*^^-- 

4.  God  hath  for  this  end  made  ma  mf old  promt fes  ;  therefore      4/ 
we  may  put  up  many  and  preat  requefts  at  once  ;  the  promi-  ^®^  ^^' V 
fts  arc  called  the  wel^s  of  jf^hationy  ^r\d^  the  hreafts  of  confo-  ^A^^xomlku 
lation.  Now  the  living  wells  will  afford  a  plenty  ^as  well  as  a  -  '" 

fcanting  meafure  of  water :  the  child  may  move  from  b;  eaft 
to  breaft,and  draw  enough  of  either,if  one  alone  will  not  fervc: 
If  one  promife  comprehends  not  all  thy  wants ,  yet  all  of 
them  do  •  And  as  God  gracioufly  comprehends  all  our  fupplie$ 
in  all  of  his  promifes,  fo  he  hath  propounded  them  all  unto 
us ,  that  we  might  then  there  urge  him  for  the  fupply  of  all 
our  necelTiries.         ^     ^  .  . 

^.  Laftly,  God  is  rich  in  m^rcy^  and  flenteoHs  in  com^ajfion  j  >*  ^*  •  *  \.^ 
his  mercies  are  often  ftiled  manifold  mercies,  and  his  goodncfs  -^^^^^  ^^  ^ 
is  called  an  abmdant  goodneffe,and  his  redemption  a^/^;?^f^w 
redemption,  and  his  kindnefs  a  great  kindnejfe.  Now  mer- 
cy is  a  ready  inclination  to  pity  and  help  ,  and  multitudes  of 
mercies  are  as  a  compounded,  and  doubled,  and  redoubled  o- 
pcning  (as  it  were)  of  Gods  tcndernefs  to  do  a  iinnw 
good. 

Ufes  of  this  might  be  many,  I   will   baefly  touch 
a  few. 

G  a  Then 
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Conceale  no  Then  concede  no  one  of  thy  dlf/rejfesfrom  God :  the  heart  and 
OTcofthydi-  life  of  man  are  full  offmncand  as  full  of  want;  ttere  is 
ft-cfles  from  ^^^^  any  branch  of  the  foul,  norlimbof  thebody,  noriurn- 
ing  of  the  life,  but  is  replenifhed  with  fomc  neccffiry  or  o— 
thcr.  Thou  haft  a  minde  which  yet  needs  to  b^  inii^hrncd ,  a 
judgement  which  yet  needs  to  be  captivated,  an  heart  which 
yet  needs  to  be  converted ,  and  humbled  ;  [to\w  many  finful 
coTimiffions  are  there  which  need  to  be  bewailed  ;  how  ma- 
ny particular  and  vile  inclinations  which  need  yet  to  befub- 
dued  ;  belides  all  this  every  grace  which  <hou  haft,  (and  there 
are  aianifold  graces  in  an  holy  foui )  every  one  of  them  is  in 
exigence,  and  need^  a  moicfpirituai  filling,  both  for  the  habit, 
^d  a6ls, and  degrees  .•  Yea,  and  all  our  duties  are  but  lame 
handed  motionS)  which  needs  more  ftrengthning,  or  as  mixc 
rivers  which  ftiould  runne  more  clearly. 

In  this  cafe  what  lliould  we  do  ?  to  wh-^m  fhould  sve  ^o?- 
fliould  we  divide  the  principles  of  our  helps  ,   and   go.  for 
fome  to  God,  and  forthemoftto  the  creatures :  O  in  no 
,  wife ,  for  all  ou--  help  is  only  in  him,  who  alone  can  help  all, 

or  fhould  we  branch  out  our  helps ,  and  prefent  them  as  a 
begoar  doth  hisfupplics,  one  day  open  one  want,  and  fomc 
diftance  of  time  hereafter ,  open  another ;  O  no?  co  ne  with 
all,  and  with  all  at  once  ,  to  God,  who  is  as  abk,  and  as 
willing  for  many  finners,as  well  as  for  one  finner  ;  and  for 
many  iinnesinonc  man,"as  well  as  for  one  in  any.  As 
they  did  with  the  impotent  znd /ick^  man ,  they  b;ouc;ht  all  of 
him  ("bed  and  all)  and  laid  him  before  Chrift,  Co  fhould  we 
bring  body  and  foul ,  and  every  diftreOfe  of  eirher,and  prcfenc 
the  whole  bulk,  root  and  branches  all  before  the  Lord  at  once, 
for  a  manifold  fupply ;  we  (hould  preffe  upon  him  for  mani» 
fold  mcrcics,for  abundant  ftrcngth  :/<?r  God  h  able  to  do  exces^ 
ilng  abundant Ij^ahove all  that  we  are  abh  to  a^k^or  thtnk,^  Eph.  5. 
Beloved,  as  a  mans  own  unworthinefTe  fhould  not  preju- 
dice him  from  being  a  Petitioner  to  the  Throne  of  grace,  fo 
the  variety  of  a  mans  neceffitie^ /hould  not  difviou rage  him  to 
commcnfc  his  fuits  at  the  Throne  of  rich  mercies:  foraf^ 
much  as  there  is  reafon  in  God  which  will  dif-heartcn  u& , 
a^nd  there  is  reafon  in  owr  felves  to  crave  as  earn?ftly-. 
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and  as  fimmultanioufly  for  all  our  helps,  as  for  fome :  thou 
doert  equally  need  the  pardon  of  this  fin,  as  that ,  and  Mercy 
is  as  ready,  and  able  for  both,  as  for  either.  And  if  that  cor- 
ruption were  more  fubdued,  and  yet  this  remained  altoge- 
ther untouched,  thou  wouldlt  have  as  many,  and  more  forci- 
ble fufpitions  of  the  truth  of  thy  eftatefrom  this  divifion,and 
inequallity  of  thy  vi(5lory.   Wherefore  as  j4braham  in  hisfuit  ' 

fo:  thor<:  of  Soc.om  aud  Gommorrahj  took  up  rcqucft  upon  re- 
queft,  defcending  from  hi^h  to  low,  from  many  to  feiY ;  fo 
fliould  we  in  our  icquefts>  afcend  from  one  fin  to  more,  from 
more  to  many,  from  many  to  ill;  you  know  that  confelTion 
of  fins,  fhould  not  be  particular  only,  but  univerfal ;  and  our 
forrow  for  fin  fliould  rcfped  the  kinds  as  well  as  the  particular 
acls :  all  which  import  an  Amplitude  of  grants  ;  fo  much 
Mercy  and  fupply  anfwerable  to  the  required  latitude  of  con- 
feffion^  and  forrow.  a  •  II 

Olp;ett,  Tis  true,  fome  one  fin  may  (  upon  fpccial  rcafon ,      Oi^jeS,  i 

cither  of  fome  guilt,  orprcfent  infokncy  )  be  more  infilkd  i 

on  then  another ,  (  as  one  claufe  in  the  plea,  may  be  more  5^/^ 
urged  then  any  other  )  yet  not  wi:h  the  exception  of  the 
reft.  O  that  fin,  Lord,  by  which  I  have  difhonourcd  thee  To 
much,  and  yet  which  rageth  fo  much,  pardon  it,  fubdue  ic , 
out  with  it ;  and  not  that  only,  but  fuch  fins,  and  not  them 
only ,  but  all  my  fins ,  blot  them  out ,  cleanfc  me  from 
them. 

Another  Propofition, which  I  will  briefly  touch  on^fhall  be, 
this ,   vi^.    . 


SECT.  II.. 


A  good  Cbrl- 


THdt  even  ageod  Chrlfilan  (lould  have  a  fear  of  great  fms  \^^^^^l 
as  well  as  a  care  of  fecret  fins  :  Keep  mc  aljo  from  pre-  fcarg.eatfni 
fHmpaous  (^nu  st  w?ll  as  lefs. 

Reafom  whereof  m.ay  be  thcfe.  Rcafnns  fromy 

The  laiittide  of  origira,lfn^   which  as  it  Is  yet  remaining  in  The  latitude 
the  beft,  fo  it  is  in  them  an  univerfal  fountain  naturally  apt  to  °^  °^^8^"*^  "°*' 
any  vile  inclination:  though  a6lual  fins  may  be  divided  in  the 

G  3  li^e;, 
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life,  yet  they  are  all  united  in  their  fpring>  ( i )  they  arc  all 
of  them  virtually  as  fo  many  potential  effe^s  involved  and 
lurking  in  original  fin,  as  their  caufc,  which  how  far  it  may 
work,  both  from  its  own  ftrength,  and  the  affiftancc  of  temp- 
tions  and  occafions^  if  Cod  doth  not  a6lually  prevent  and  in- 
terpofc,  if  we  put  not  forth  our  fear,  and  watch,  we  may 
with  miferable  experience  both, know  and  bewail. 
Thcbeft  2,   The  infiiWces  of  great  tranf^refsions  :  tVtnxho^^SxintS^ 

Saincs  have  vvho  have  been  as  the  high.ft  ibrs,  have  left  behind  them  their 
been  juUty  of  twinklings,  and  fad  Eclipfes.  Noah^  his  actual  dirtempers  by 
^r^ff  "  wine ;    Lot  his  unnatural  defilements  by  incelt ;  David  his 

wounds  and  bleeding  by  whoredom  and  blood ;  Peter  his  un- 
kind and  troubled  denial  of  Chriit  a^aintt  his  knowledge. 

Now  when  Cedars  fall,  ihould  not  the  tender  plants  trem- 
ble ?  if  the  fins  of  others  be  not  our  fear ,  they  may  be 
our  pradVife  ;  what  the  bcft  have  done,rhe  weakcft  may  imitate, 
if  they  do  not  hear  and  fear ;  there  being  icarce  any  notori- 
ous (in  into  which  felf- confide  nee  wi-1  not  plunge  us ;  and 
from  which  an  holy  and  watchfull  fear  may  not  happily  prc- 
>-^r  ferve  us. 

Bifeflcd  is  he  -^^  Inftrntllon  from  this,  and  fo  on  iBlejfcd  is  the  man  that 

that  fcareib  tV  feareth airway esj  Prov. 28.14.  When  we  read  of  great  finners 
wayes.  in  the  Scripture,  and  fee  great  falls,  and  fins  in  others,  as  we 

ihould  thereupon  feek  to  recover  them  who  are  thus  fallen  by 
our  Counfel  and  prayers  :  fo  we  th^tftand^  fhonld  take  heed 
lefi  Tve  alfofall ,  i  Cor.  10.12.  If  that  Satan,  who  would  deal 
with  us  ,  could  be  procured  to  fibape  out  only  mean  and  vul- 
gar aflaults  and  fuggeftions,  to  common  and  unavoidable  in- 
firmities and  finnings,  this  might  fomewhat  abate  the  vigour 
andintcnfion  of  our  holy  fear  and  circumfpedlion  ."^  yet  not 
altogether^  forafmuch,  as  he  being  afubtile  enemy,  trains 
and  facilitates  the  heart  by  the  frequency  of  fmall  commifli- 
ons,  at  length  to  the  boldnefsof  great  Impieties ;  or  if  Sa- 
tans  fuggeftions  were  artificially  and  extreamly  laid,  and  prel- 
fingto  great  fins  as  well  as  fiiiall,  yet  if  we  had  natures  no 
way  capable  to  receive  the  greateft  impreffions  of  fin,  but 
were  naturally  averfe,  and  ftifly  indiipofcd  to  fuch  temptati- 
ons, then  our  careful!  fear  were  not  fo  requifite ;  But  wc  arc 

not 
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notfhot-proof :  Temptations  (even  to  the  greateft finncs ) 
have  within  our  brealt  Tome  principles  which  would  prefently 
ihake  hands  with  thetn:  The  ailual  light  and  acting  grace  do 
fomctinaes  happily  turn  them  afide  from  clofing,  though  they 
keep  them  at  the  door,  as  the  Prophet  caufcd  the  MefTengcrs 
who  came  from  the  King  to  take  away  his  life ;  Yet  there  is 
another  Principle  of  corruption  which  would  let  them  in, 
and  which  would  co-operate  with  thofc  temptations,  even  to 
Contemplation  and  inclination,  and  ailing  both  inward  and 
outward :  nay,  this  corrupt  nature  of  ours  alone ,  ( though 
k  doth  learn  fomewhat  by  temptations  and  occafions )  yet  it 
alone  from  it  felf  can  caft  forth  moft  fore  temptations  to  moft 
abhorred  finnings. 

Therefore  this  we  muft  do ,  fore-paft  fins  muft  be  eyed 
with  grief)  prefent  inclinations  with  combat,  and  future  vyith 
fear :  we  muft  not  in  our  War  imitate  the  Syrians^  who  were 
to  fight  fjeither  with  j  mall  nor  great  y  hut  with  the  Kingof  Ifrad  i 
No  ,  but  we  muft  oppofe  all  fins,  fmall  fins  as  well  as  great , 
and  great  as  well  as  fmall :  thofe  fins  which  do  encounter  us, 
we  ftiould  force  fome  out,  and  keep  the  reft  off.  He  is  a  wife 
and  finccre  Chriftian  who  refills  the  fmalleft  ,  and  fears 
the  greateft  fins  :  Keef  back,  thy  fervant  from  frefamftuoHS 


■«•■ 


SECT.  III.. 

ANothcr  Propofition  which  I  might  obferve  from  the    j)^^^  ^] 
words,  abfolutely  confidered,  is  this ,  That  a  good  man  i^  good  man  is 
isGods  frvanty     [Thyfcrvafttfyomydcc.']     We  read  of  di- Godsfcrvant^ 
vers  fervants  in  the  Scriptures ;  fome  are  the  fervants  of  men, 
who  apply  all  their  gifts  and  parts ,  and  facrifice  the  whole 
method  of  their  beings  and  expreffings,  to  claw  and  humour 
the  itch  and  pleafure  of  others:  All  flatterers  are  fuch,  who 
are  a  people  of  flavilli-bondage,  having  fold  thcmfelves  from 
themfelves  to  fome  perfons.Some  are  tht  fervants  of  the  worlds     . 

whofe  hearts  and  labors  are  bcfto^ed  upon  earthly  things ,  and 

iheyy 
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they  make  even  thofc  noble  fouls  of  theirs  to  weary  themfelv:s 
for  very  vanity  ;  and  to  increafe  only  in  that  with  the  Icaft  toe, 
is  too  excellent  to  tread  upon.  Soaie  are  the  Servants  of  Sa- 
tan-, mentioned  in  an  inftrumcncal  Adlivity  and  readinefs  to 
entertain  and  execute  his  bafe  andhellifh  infpirations  and  mo- 
tions. Some  are  the  fsrvants  of  fm  ,  who  (  qnales  &  <jHanti) 
all  that  they  are,  and  can  do,  is  to  fulfill  the  lulls  of  their  flefli: 
there  is  no  fervant  fo  obedientially  attending  the  Command  of 
his  Lord,  as  they  to  receive,  and  a£il:  the  pleafure  of  their 
finfull  hearts.  Some  ^rtfervants  to  themfelvesy  who,  as  if  they 
were  born,  neither  for  God,  nor  man,  apply  all  their  will,  and 
ftrength>  and  abilities,onIy  to  their  ovva  ends  without  any  real 
effc6\ual  confideration  to  publique  good  of  Church  or  Coun- 
try. And  fome  d,:Qfervahts  to  God ;  Mofes  was  ioySmeon  was 
fo  :  Mofts  my  fervant  Is  deaJ^  faid  God:  No^  /eteji-  then  thy 
fervant  depart  in  peace,  {aid  Simeon  :  and  Davidhtro^  (  Keep 
backjhy  fervant,)  Gods  fervants  difters  from  all  fervamsin 
^^oie.        |-[^g  world :  every  Other  fervant  ioofeth  himfclf  by  fervice; 

he  is  not  ful  jfirisy in  the  Law :  but  the  only  way  to  find 

a  mans  felf,  is  to  be  Gods  fervant.  Every  other  fervant  Ioof- 
eth his  liberty  by  bis  fervice ;  but  liberty  is  then  got,  when  wc 
become  fcrvants  10  God  :  As  foon  as  we  enter  the  fervice, 
we  obtain  our  freedom  :  Every  other  fervant  in  ftri6lncfs  of 
Rule,  is  below  afon,  a  child  ;  but  every  fervant  of  God  is  a 
fonof  God^  and  fliallhave  not  gifts  as  a  meer  fervant  may 
have,  but  the  inheritance  which  the  fon  who  ferveth  his  Fa- 
ther fhall  have* 

There  are  two  forts  of  fcrvants  under  God. 

1.  Some  ftubborn,  who  arc  Sefvi  vt^i;  (  as  St.  Aufiin 
fpeaks)  ThcLaw  of  Creation  is  upon  them,  and  fo  will  they, 
nill  they,  they  are  in  fomc  obediential  and  ferviceable  Rela- 
tion. 

2,  Others  are  fervants,  not  of  force,  but  of  afiFedlion,  not 
of  compulfion,  but  of  election  they  have  chofen  God  to  be 
their  Lord,  and  have  willinglly  religned  up  themfclves  (m 
thepurpoleof  their  hearts)  to  ah  univerfal  obfervance,  and 
love  of  him,  and  obedience  unto  him,  impartially,  and  con- 
Aantly  to  do  his  work.    Such  a  fervant  to  God  vt^s  David: 

tut 
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but  this  obfcrvadon  is  very  general,  therefore  I  pafs  unto  ano- 
ther) vU.  / 


SECT.  IV. 

Even  this.  That  we  are  Gods  fervantSyH  otdd  be  nfedtB  move  ^    . 

tie  Lord  to  help  Hs  againft  Jins  'y  you  know  that  in  all  re-  -..•^^^•4' 
lations  there  are  mutual  bonds  and  duties:   the  wife  owes  g^^j  fj^fyj^^.j 
much  of  iubjc6lion  to  the  husband,  and  the  husband  owes  (houldbeapiea 
alio  much  of  love,  refpc6t  and  care  to  the  wife  :  The  Child  fo.  helpagjijift 
owes  much  attendance,  reverence,  and  affe^ftionate  duty  to  the  fi"'**** 
Parents ,  and  the  Parents  owe  much  of  inftru^lion,  reproof , 
corredlion-,  nurture,  provifionof  Eftate  for  the  child  a^ain; 

-  fo  is  it  betvMxt  theLord  and  his  fervant,  thou>^h  to  a  mear  flave, 
there  be  no  mutual  obhgation,  or  elfe  itis  in  that  which  is 
weak ;  yet  to  a  fervant,  vvho  ftands  in  that  relation,  which 
they  call  IngcmoHs ;  as  much  is  cue  from  him  to  his  Lord ,  fo, 
fomcthing  fiis  Lord  ought  to  do  for  him,  to  feed  him,  to  cloth 

.  him,  to  houfe  and  lodge  him,  to  defend  him  againft  wrong 
and  injur ies.^ 

This  is  it  in  the  cafe  of  Davld^  Keep  hark^  thy  fervant  from 
fre^umftuoHsfins ;  as  if  he  had  faid,0  God,thou  art  my  Lord,I 
havechofenthee,  to  whom  I  will  give  obedience,  thou  art  he 
whom  I  will  follow,  1  beftow  all  that  I  am  oa  thee.  Now  a 
Lord  will  help  his  fervant :  his  fervant  againft  an  enemy , 
againtt  an  enemy  who  for  the  Lords  fervice  is  the  fervants  ene- 
my. .  O,  my  Lord,  help  me,I  am  not  able  by  my  own  ftrength 
to  uphold  inyfelf,  but  thou  art  All-fufficiency.  Kcef  hacf^ 
thy  J^rv ant  from  pre  fumptHOHsJins, 

I  obferve  in  Scripture  many  fingular  Methods  to  prevail  in  Note, 
reqiiell  upon  God ;  fometimes  he  hath  been  urged  from 
fomerhing  in  himfelf  to  do  things  for  his  Mercies  fake,  and 
for  his  truth  fake,  and  for  his  goodncfs  fake,  and  for  his  holi- 
nefsfake  :  fometimes  he  hath  been  urged  from  fomething 
which  he  was  very  tender  of  ,  and  at  which  he  aims  in  all  his 
dealings,  viz..  for  his  own  glory,  and  for  his  names  fake : 
fometimes  he  hath  been  urged,  from  fomc  word  or  other 

H  which 


JO  .      General  Objewations.  Chap.  2. 

which  he  hath  let  fall ,  at  which  the  believing  foul  doth  catch, 
(  as  did  Bsnhadah  fervants  from  Ahd;  thy  brother  Benhadab) 
Remember  thy  word  (  faith  David)  Hpo»  which  thon  hafi  canned 
me  to  hdpey  Pfaim  up.  Thou  faidfi  thon  wouldft  do  nte  (rood 
faid  Jacob  ,  Gen,  32.  Sometimes  he  hath  been  urged  from  the 
fpecial  relations  twixt  him  and  his  people  ;  as  from  that  of  a 
Father:  Ifa,6^.%.  But  nowy  O  Lerd^  thou  an  onr  Fat  hen 
and  this  of  a  Lord.  Ifa.  6^,  18.  7  he  people  of  thy  hoUnefs 
have pojfejfed  it  bnt  a  little  whiley ;  verle  ip.  ^e  are  thine  ;  and 
in  many  other  places.  Remember  thy  fervant,  and  remem- 
ber thy  fervants. 

Beloved,  It  is  a  great  thing  to  ftand  in  near  relaticns  to 
God :  and  then  it  is  a  good  thing  to  plead  by  them  with  God  : 
forafmuch  as  nearer  relations  have  ftrongefl  force  with  all , 
the  fervant  can  do  more  then  a  Granger,  and  the  Child  then 
a  fervant,  and  the  wife  then  a  Child  :  but  though  this  urging 
of  God  by  vertue  of  our  relation  be  an  excellent  point,^yec 
bccaufe  it  is  not  the  main  intention  of  the  place  ,  I  likewifc 
pafsitover. 

Another  obfervablc  Propofition  may  be  this.  / 


SECT.  V. 


DoSt.  ^.  *TpHat  our  fpecial  Relations  to  God  fhould  be  fpecial  Rea-^ 
Odr  fpecial  re-  JL  f omtoyoork^a  care  not  to  Jin  again ji  God,  \^^eep  thy  fer- 
ft^°lj'°  ^v^  z/^^/-/r^;»,  &c.  ]  Thy  fervant  :  there  be  many  reafons  againft 
uscarcfiiT/noc  ^^"^"g  •  ^he  very  nature  of  fin  carries  along  with  it  a  con- 
to  fin  apinft  dcmnation  of  fmning,  becaufc  fin  formerly  is  a  tranf^re(fi- 
Qoi.  on,  an  Anomy,  and  a  Rebellion,  which  alone  is  an  inglorious 

thing  ;  Again,  The  Laws  and  threatnings  of  God  fliould  be 
as  forcible  cords  to  draw  off  the  heart  from  fin :  And  again  , 
All  the  Mercies  and  goodnefs  of  God  fhould  exafperAte  fhe 
heart  againft  fin.  Again  ,  All  the  Attributes  of  God  might 
hold  us :  No.v  with  thefe  this  alfo  may  come  in,  viz..  The 
fpccialty  of  our  Relation  to  God,  that  we  arc  his  Children, 
and  he  is  our  Father,  we  arc  his  fervants,  and  be  is  our  Lord  ; 
chough  the  common  obligations  are  many,  ai>d  fufficienr, 

yet 
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■  yet  the  fpecial  Relations  arc  alfo  a  further  tie:  the  more  near  I 

a  perfon  comes  to  God,  the  more  careful!  he  fliould  be  not  to 
fin  againtt  God. 

Let  US  ivho  are  of  the  d^y  be  foheVy  let  hs  mt  fleef  as  do  others, 
1  Thef.^.658.  God  hath  not  c Ailed  us  unto  unclea?7ne[sy  but  u»t9 
holin^fsy2  Thef.  3.7.  {/  yoHcall  him  father^  pafs  the  ti?w 
of  yoHrfo'oHrn'ing  here  in  fear^  i  Pet.  UXJ,  if  1  then  be  a 
father  J  vohere  is  my  hosor  i*  If  I  be  a  Mafiery  where  is  my 
fear}  Mai.  1.6.  I  willbefan^ifiedy  (faith  God)  of  all  them 
that  draw  near  unto  me,  ^ 

There  is  a  double  drawing  near  unto  God. 

1.  One  inrefpciSt  of  Office,  as  the  Prief-s  of  whom  he 
there  ipake,  who  becaufe  their  Calling  and  Office  is  more 
high  and  heavenly,  they  therefore  fliould  be  more  religious  and  * 

holy. 

2.  Another  in  refpedt  of  Nature  and  change  by  vertue ,  of 
which  our  Relation  conies  clofer  to  God ,  even  this  nearnefs 
{hould  occafion  more  care  againft  finfulncfs. 

Reafons  whereof  are  rhefe.  Reafons,  ^ 

Firft,  Adrniffions  of  finnings  here  do  dif  life  a  greater  /^7^/(?r/- Their  finningi 
oH^nefs  to  God :  fin  ismoftdarkningin  a  white  cloud,  then  in  nombU  to^^ 
a  black,  as  a  fpot  is  more  eminently  difgracefull  in  a  fair  then  (^qJ^ 
in  a  foul  cloth.    Though  the  fins  of  evil  men  do  prejudice 
Gods  Glory,  yetthe^reat  finnings  of  good  men  do  occafi- 
on much  more:  for  not  only  the  particular  finnings  fend  up 
a  cloud,  but  other  men  by  reafon  of  them,  form  out  of  them^ 
a  fmoak  of  blafpheming  and  reproaching  of  the  wayes  of 
God,  and  the  profsffion  of  Grace. 

Secondly,  Their  gre^t  finnings  do  make  themths  forerwonnds  Their  finning^ 
and  workj  no  finning  wounds  fo  deep  as  fuch  ,  which  have  m^ke  the  grct- 
more  Mercy  and  goodnefs  to  control  them:  and  thefe  only  ^*' ''^o""^'' 
good  perfons  do  moft  tafte  of  :   much  grace  received,  and 
much  kindnefs  conferred,  will  in  cafe  of  great  tranfgreffions ,      ZJfe. 
make  the  confcience  eagerly  to  arife  ,  and  f^ing  the  OfFen-  Such  aspro- 
cjer.  ^^fs  tncn  \mt< 

What  fKould  this  teach  us ,  who  profefs  more  Intcrefi  in  J5^  '"  ^°^' 
God,  more  Title  to  Chrift ,  more  purity  of  Religion  then  ^orc  jMaiy 
others?  Why?  if  we  be  light,  then  to  walk  asChildreii  ofwithhiw. 

Hz  .  the 


i^aiBaancsva 


5^2  Cemral  Obfervations.  Chap. 2^ 


m 


the  light:  if  we  do  profefs  theGofpel,  then  to  walk  as  be- 
comes the  Gofpel.-if  we  be  the  Children  of  God^then  to  walk 
iS  clear  Chi Idrffty  cleanfif^g  our  [elves  from  ^11  filthinefs  of  the 
flejh  a^dfpirit.  None  needs  to  be  more  circumipc6l,  then 
he  who  is  called  to  holinefs :  his  very  relation  is  of  a  tender: 
(  though  hiih)  nature,  hs  cannot  fin  but  he  grieves  a  father ; 
yet  this  is  as  true,  that  none  of  our  relations  exempt  us  from, 
temptations  and  affauksj  which  call  upon  us  to  be  watchfult 
and  prayerful  I  :  If  temptations  drive  thee  not  to  thy  knees, 
they  will  drive  theeeafily  to  the  ground:  no  more  but  this ;  no 
man  ihould  fin,  andnomanfhoulabemorecarefiill,  then  he 
who  is  moft  good ;  for  if  he  offends,  then  God  fuffers,  Chrill 
fuflfersjthe  uofpel  fuffers,  Reli^ion^Profeirion,  Chriftians ,  and 

all. 

O  then  let  us  improve  our  intcrefl  in  our  God :  ShonUfHch 
fiman  04  1  fl^Cy  izid  Nehemlah  ;  fo  then,  lliould  fuch  a  man 
as  I  fin  thus,  walk  thus,  live,  do  thus  ?  Why  ?  God  is  my  God,. 
he  is  my  Father,  I  am  his  Child,  his  fervant.  U  I  {houid  fin,, 
fin  would  not  only  be  my  own  wound,  but  his  dilhonour :  I 
may  not  foabufcnis  love,  his  mercies,  his  Calling,  his  ho- 
nouring 6f  me.  Others  look  on  me,  but  I  muft  look  on  my 
God,  and  on  his  honour. 

Thus  have  you  the  general  obfervations  of  the  Text,  now 
I  come  to  a  more  punilual  and  intimate  view  of  them  both 
in  the  petition,  and  in  the  conclufion  of  them,  conhder  the 
words  as  a  Petition,  they  yield  unto  us  two  main  confiderati- 

ons, 

I.  One  of  fin  in  prefumption,  [_Keef  back^thy  fervatstfrom. 
frefumftuomfi'ris, 

1.  Another  of  fin  in  Dominion,  [  Let  them  not  hAveio* 
mmo»  over  me,  3  ,    .  ^ 

Firft,  For  prefumptuous  fins ;  there  are  divers  expofitions 
of  tbefe  words.  ;    .       . . 

I,  Keep  me  Ah  allems^  felllcet  feecAtisy  from  thofe  fins 
which  by  the  fuggeftion  or  temptation  of  others  I  am  mdccd 
to;  or  as  others,  Ab  aiieKist  {{  )  falfu  dlis  ^  from  another, 
or  falfe  gods  that  I  do  not  ferve  them,  and  be  not  captivated 
bj  them ;  thefe  think  ihc  Word  to  be  Zmm  from  Z«r,  which 
fignifies -^//^«^r/V  2  c  Keep 
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2.  Kctlp  mt  a  fuperhiis  (Miz,edlm  averbo  Zjtid)  which fig- 
nifies  /npcrbire  ,  aut  [npsrhie  &  temere  afere  ;  the  word  in 
H'pl  el  figniflcs  to  do  a  thing  ,  tie  indnftria  &  per  prefumpti^ 
onem.  Before  D.t-y/W  prays  to  be  kept  f rom  iinnes  of  igno- 
rance, and  here  from  prides ;  from  fuch  fins  as  are  done  in- 
folenrly  and  knowingly :  Some  tranflate  it,  keep  nae  from 
proud  finnes ,  others  from  infolent  fins,  by  which  arc  meant 
manifeft  finnes ,  open  tranf^relTions ,  committed  with  con- 
tumacy  ,  and  with  a  high  hand  ;  but  to  hold  to  the  exprcffion- 
in  the  Text,  Prefumptuous  finnes.  And  the  Obfecvatioa^ 
is  this.  ^ 

CHAP.  III. 

Vcnthc  fervants  of  God  fhouldpray  to  be  kept -.."?• 
from  prerumptuousfins.       ^     ^         ,.       "      .   ofGod  fliould 
Touching  this  I  ihali  enquire  into  thefc  parti-  pray  to  be  kept 
culars,  from  prefump? 

I,  What  prefumptuous  fins  arc.  xuouiiins. 

2.  Of  that ftrcngthwhich  keeps  regenerate  perfons  from 
prefumptuous  finnings,  and  what  difference  'twixt  the  with- 
holdings and  reftrainings  of  evil  men,  and  this  keeping 
back  of  good  meni 

5.  What  reafonsor  caufcsof  this  defire  to  be  kept  back 
from  prefumptuous  fins. 
4.  Then  fome  ufeful  applications  of  all  this  toour  felves. 


SECT.  I. 


^efi.i,  XX/Hat  prefumptuous  fins  arc;.  What  prefumi 

VV       SeL  Stnne  fin  the  general)  is  any  f  r/i^/- ptuous  fifls  arc^ 
greffion  eftheLarv  :   the  Law  of  God  is  his  revealed  will,  for 
doing,  or  forbearing,  and  it  is  the  rule  of  nature,  and  aftionsr 

what- 


d 
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whatfoever  things  ftands  in  conformity  to  its  good  ,  and  what- 
difti     iA  d   ^^^^^^  varies  or  fwarves  h^om  it ,  that  fame  is  fin. 

^  S^/  ^  *      Now  fins  are  diverfly  diftinguiihed,  for  all  f^ns  are  not  equal 

For  Matter,     either  for  matter  or  manner:  For  matter  fome  fins  of  thcm- 

felves  arc   more  deep  tranfgreflTions  then  others ,    as  fome 

difeafes  (in  their  own  nature, )  are  worfe  then  other  fome ; 

to  blafpheme  and  curfe  God  is  a  fin  naturally  more  vile  then  an 

idle  thought  ,  or  an  empty  word  :  and  to  commit  Idolatry  ,  is 

naturally  more  vile  then  to  fteale  a  Shilling :  to  iLed  innocent 

blood  is  worfe  then  to  ftealc. 

For  Manner.        Againe,  fins  may  be  diftinguifhed  in  refJeH;  of  the  manner  oF 

committing,  and  thus  it  may  fallout,  that  even  a  fin  in  its 

own  nature  lefle  then  another,  may  yet  for  the  manner  of  com* 

milTlonbe  more  hainous :  and  a  fin  in  its  own  nature  greater 

then  another-.may  yet  for  the  manner  of  commilTion  ,  be  Icffc 

guilting  then  a  leffcr  fin  which  is  more  intenfively  raifed  by  cir- 

cumftances    ;    a^  to  gather    a  few  ftlckj  on    the     Sabbath  , 

was  in  it  felfe  not  fo  great  a  fin,  as  deflouring  of  a  virgin  ,  yet 

bscaufe  the  perfon  did  commit  the  finne  with  a  contempt  of 

Gods  exprcffe  prohibition,it  became  more  hainous  and  guilty. 

Slni  of  infir-      -^^^    ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  diftin^Slion  of  fin  into  Jim  of  infirmity  y 

mhy,  and  fins  and/W<7/-^i  ofprefmiptionmhkh  difiin(^ion  is  made,  not  from 

ofprefumption;  thcdifferent  quallitics  of  fin,butfrom  the  divers  qualification 

of  finning  ;  the  fame  fin  may  be  committed  through  prefump- 

tion ,  which  is  committed  through  Infirmity,  yet  the  commit- 

ing  of  it  through  infirmity  ,  is  ftill  much  lefs  and  extenuating^ 

then  the  commiting  of  it  through  prefumption:  for  as  much  as 

all  pafiivc  failings ,  (which  arife  from  unevenneife  of  ftrength) 

are  not  fo  high  as  the  aftive   trefpafiings ,  which  arife  more 

from  the  readie  contributions ,  and  concurrent  afififtances  and 

furtherances  of  our  own  hearts:  now  to  the  thing  in  particu* 

lar. 

_    ^  PrefumftHQiii  Jinn:s  are  the  hold  darings^  and  proud  adventurings 

iins  dcrcribcd  ^f^^^  heart  upon  things  or  wayes  known  to  hetinlawftil  again^  ex" 

preffe  threat nings  ,    either  upon  a  falfs  confidence  ,    or  upon  con* 

temptHOHs  flighting',  or  defperate  wUfHlnejfe  ;I  have  in  this  def- 

cription  not  only  expreffed   the  nature  or   prefumptuous  fin- 

«ings, but alfo concluded  initthe  feveral  degrees  aad  rifings 

thereof 
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thereof:  allvvhich/j,ive  mce  now  liberty  to  open  andexplaine: 
confide  r  therefore. 

1.  That  f re f miptHoHs  fmlngs.:Are  frond  Adventtirlngs  ^/ prefumptuous 
the  he  Art  tifon  finne  ',  there  is  a  l3|'gc  difference  'twixt  foilings  annings  are 
by  temptation,  and  adventurings  by  prcfumption  :  Tcmpta-  proud  adrcn- 
tion  beats  down  that  a^iial  ftrcngth  of  grace  refifting:  but  tu^iegs  upon  • 
prefu  nption  tramples  down  the  light  of  the  word  oppofing :  ^*"* 
therefore  prcfumptuous  finncrs  are  faid  to  (inne  with  an  ex- 
alted, or  high  hand'y  the  fmncr doth  put  afidcGods  wiil,and  i 
prefers  his  own:  Oar  tongues  are  our  own  ^  faid  they,  vohots  ' 
Lord  over  us?  Pfal.  12.  yea 5  they  are  faid  to  fet  their -^'='^^«  1 
mouths  againft  heaven ,  ^,d.  what  tell  you  us  of  the  Lord;  I 
of  his  difpleafure  or  pleafure :  As  for  the  word  which  thou  hafi 
ffoksn  i»  the  name  of  the  Lord  we  will  not  do  it ,  faid  they  in 
'Jeremiah  44.  A  man  doth  even  try  it  out  with  Cod ,  and 
provokes  him  to  his  face:  and  maintaines  the  devifes  of  his 
heart  ngainft  the  purity  and  equity  of  Gods  will. 

2.  In  ^refumftuous  finnings  a  man  kj^orvsthf  thing  and  no  ay  to  Jn  them  a  man 
be  unlawful :  and  therefore  the  prefumptuous  finncr   is  op-  know$.h« 
pofcd  to  the  ignorant  finncr,  Numh.i<;,  not  thatcvery  fin-  f**'"g5,®^-*^' 
ning  again(t  kri^ovvledge  ( abfolutcly  vvhatfoever,  is  a  prefum-  ^*^^^*^' 
ptuous"  finning ,  is  againft  knowledge,  and  v\ithout  groife  ig-    , 
norance ;  the  prefumptuous   finner  holds  a  candle  in  one 
hand,  and  draws  out  the  fword  with  the  other ;  my  meaning 
is  this ,  that  he  breaks  through.the  light  of  knowledge  ,  dii- 
ccrning  the  way  to  be  finful :  yea,  and  flaming    upon   his 
breaft,  working  in  and  checking  his  conscience ,  norwithlland- 
ing  all  which ,  yet  he  will  prefume  to  offend  and  proceed  in 
tranl^jeffings ;  Tis  true,  even  a  good  man  in  many  particulars     OhjcElL 
may  and  doth  fin,  not  only  againft  habitual ,  but  againft  a- 
6lual knowledge,  but  this  is  through  infirmity,  not  through      ^^/^ 
contumacy  :  he  approves  that  light  againft  the  finne,and  doth 
not  mnintaine  the (Inne againft  his  light, yea,  he  yeclds  not 
only  by  approbation  of  judgement ,  but  alfo   by  refolution  ^ 
and  defi'-e  of  will  to  imitate  the  light,  yet  through  the  weak- 
neffe  of  his  power,  and  from  the  force  of  an  hafty  temnranon, 
he  may  fall  do'\n  even  at  noon-day  ;  but  the  prefi^mpruous 
fmncr  fees  light  as  an  enemy,  and  therefore  \i?illingly  breaks. 

through 
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through  ic  to  the  way  of  his  finne  :  yea,  he  makes  his  heart  to 
uphold  the  fni  againft  the  force  of  his  knowledge,  and  drives 
back  the  arguments  with  a  refolutionjthat  however  he  Will 
have  his  (in. 
He  adventures      3.  The  prefumptuous  (inner  (in  that  kinde  of  (inning)  ad- 
^^inH  €x\)xtls  vemares  agai/jijr  exyrefs  threatnlugs  :  thus  icrtandswich  a  man, 
thrcatpings.      jj^g  \\tii\.  and  Satan  incline  and  e^ge  him  to  finne ,  but  God 
and  Confcience  (land  in  the  way  againft  him  ;  as  he  faid  of 
the  fword  to  Joab^  lCni)yvefi  ihoH  not  that  it  mil  behittsrm^e  in 
the  ef7dy  fo  God  faith  to  him,  thou  fhaltnot  have  peace  in 
this  way ,  it  is  the  thin^  which  I  hate  and  abhorre,and  I  have 
revealed  wrath  from  heaven  againfl  it :  but  in  prefumption 
the  (inning  feul  (lepsover  the  threatning  to  rhe  committing 
of  the  (in :  that  fword  of  God  which  may  keep  back  another 
man,  yet  though  God  fcts  the  point  of  it  to  the  breafl:  of  a 
prefumptuous  (inner,  it  will  not  ftave  him  otf  from  adventu-  ■ 
ring:  therefore  the  prefumptuous  linnet  is  faid  to  blejfc  himfelfln 
'hu  hearty  though  God  threatens   a  curfe  ,  Deut.  39.  this  \s  a 
truth  that  a  prefumptuQus  (inner  is  not  changed  by  mercies, 
nor  affrighted  by  threats,  but  as  t\it  Levlathaamfohy  laughs 
at  the  Jhaki^gofthe  fpeare  ;  fo  the  heart  of  a  prefumptuous 
(inners  puffs  at  all  divine  warnings  and  menaces :  ccme ,  faid 
they,  let  h  come  that  we  may  fee  him  :  As  there  is  not  a  love 
•to  the  goodnefsofGod  ;  fo  there  is  not  a  fear  of  thegrcat- 
nefs  of  God  in  prefumption. 

^.PrefnmftHoHs [ins  doarlfefrom  afalfe  eonfidence'^thc^t  arc  two 

thingsupon  which  the  prefuming  finner  doth  imbolden  himfelf. 

orthc"fadlity      '•  ^"^  i^  the  facilitji  of  mercy  \   when  a  man  fets  mercy 

ofmcrcy.         again(l  iinne,  he  doth  well,  (becaufeGods  mercies  fhould 

draw  our  hearts  off  from  (inne  J  but  when  a  man  fets  mercy 

again(l  Juflice ,  now  he  offends ;  yet  thus  dorh  the  prefum- 

tuous  finner,   perhaps  there  is  not  in  every  prefumptuous 

(inner  fuch  a  fpirit   of  Atheillical  madneffe  5     that  he  is 

abfolutely  careleffc  of  all  that  God  threatens,   nor  is  he  fo 

miferably  prodigal  of  his  foul,  that  he  rejcyceth  to    have  ic 

damned,  no,  he  mayand  fometimes  doth  apprehend  threat- 

tnings,yea,fo  that  his  heart  is  caufed  to  demurre ,  it  maybe 

a  flopping  apprehenfion  (/. )  fuch  as  may  make   him  ftudy 

hovT 


They  arifc 
from  a  falfe 
confidence. 
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how  to  purfuc  his  finnc,and  ycc  to  wave  and  decline  the  edge 
of  the  {harp  threatning ,  and  this  he  doth  by  oppofing  mercy 
CO  jutticc  ;  'tis  true,  this  is  a  finne,and  divine  juftice  will  not 
take  it  well,  but  1  will  adventure  on  it ,  hoping  that  divine 
mercy  will  pacifie  the  rigor  of  the  threatning,  I  will  fin  and 
offend  JuUice,  but  then  I  will  decline  that  Court,  by  flying 
to  the  Mercy -feat  :  God  is  of  a  gentle  heart,  cafie  to  be  en- 
treated ,  and  will  be  prefently  fatisfied  and  appeafcd :  Juft 
like  a  man  who  will  break  his  bones,  becaufe  he  trufts  to 
have  them  quickly  fet  by  a  skilful  Chirurgion,  or  like  a  lewd 
child ,  who  adventures  to  outrages,  upon  the  fcope  and  al- 
lowance of  his  fathers  goodnature:  This  ground  of  prefum- 
ption  Godfully  intimates  in  D^/zr.  29. 19.  when  he  benrcth 
the  words  of  the  curfe ,  that  he  hUjfe  hlmfelf  in  his  heart , 
faying^  I  /^^//  have  feace^  though  J  vcalk^  in  the  imagination 
gf  mine  hearty  to  adde  drar^kjnnefs  to  thirfiy&c. 

Beloved,  this  is  certain  that  prefumption  difpofeth  of  mer- 
cy beyond  all  allowance,  and  writes  a  pardon  which  God  will  '^ 
never  allow  nor  1  eal;  it  will  dare  to  runne  in  debt  upon  a  con- 
ceit of  a  difchar<ic ,  and  clearing;  however ;  as  if  Divine  mer- 
cy  were  nothing  elfc  but  aprefentuntwming  ofall  iheknots 
which  we  make  ,  and  a  crofting  of  debts  as  foon  as  entrcd  , 
and  ferved  for  no  other  end ,  but  that  men  iliould  be  bold  to 
finne,  and  cheerful  after  the  commiffion  of  it ;  But  verily  mer- 
cy is  more  precious  then  fo. 

a.  Another  isthefelf  fojfibility  ani  ftrength  of  fpunre  re-  Ofthcfclfpof- 
pentance :  he  is  one  of  the  worft  patients  in  a  way  of  finning  ,  fil>ility  of  f^- 
who    is  confident  that  he  can  be  his  own  Phyfician  :  no  foul  ^*i^c  r^P^"^***^* 
wounds  it  felf  more  then  that  which  vainly  thinks  that  it  can 
prefently  cure  them  ;  prefumption  is  notalwayes  carried  up- 
on an  abfolute  hope  of  mercy,  but  the  finncr  being  more 
piercingly  underftanding  knows  that  mercy  is  a  fpecial  Char- 
ter, and  fuchabalme   as  is   fpread  only  iipon  a  returning 
and  humbling  foule ;    here  it   is    tftic   this   prefumpcuous 
perfon  will  adventure  to  finnc  upon  a  confidence  that  he  will 
f  notwithihnding  all  this  J  fafhion  and  polifh  his  foul  to  a 
meet  capacity  of  mercy,  by  hereafter  repentings  andhum- 
blings :  he  doth  fooliflily  delude  his  foul  witft  a  fancy  of  fuch 

I  things 
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things  which  exceed  his  power.  There  are  two  things  which 
the  hnner  cannot  affure  himfelf  of. 

One  is  the  lengthnhg  of  his  life  :  for  this  candle  is  lighted 
and  put  out,  not  acceding  to  ourdeiires,  but  according  to 
divine  plcafure :  all  life  hath  its  limits  fro iti  the  Lord  of  life 
and  death :  he  who  finnes  to  day,  cannot  be  apued  tha*t  he 
fliall  live  till  to  morrow.  Now  repentance  is  a  work  of  this 
life  ;  death  bindes  us  over  to  rentence5and  ^hen  *{\.s  too  late 
to  return  ;  And  therefore  every  prefumptuoDs  (inner  adven- 
tures boidly  upon  that  which  cannot  be  his,  beyond  the  time 
prefenr. 

Another  is  the  retHmlrgof  the  heart  fr&mjinre^  though  our 
natural  principles  can  ^ive  the  wound,  yet  they  murt  be  fu- 
pernatural  principjcs,  which  give  the  cure  :  our  own  hearts 
can  caufe  us  to  fall,  but  Cods  grace  only  is  that  which  raiferh 
us;  Now  Cjcds  grace  is  Gods  gift,  and  not  mans  fiock :  though 
we  alone  can  fall  off  from  Godbyfinne,  yet  none  but  God 
can' Bring  us  back  from  fin  by  true  repent.mce  unto  himfeif:. 
yet  prefumption  makes  ihc  heart  bold,  not  only  with  time 
(which  is  in  Gods  hand)  but  alio  vvirh  ^jace,  which  is.  only 
in  Gods  ^iit :  Though  I  finne,yet  I  will  hereafter  repent,  thus 
the  prefumptuous  loul,  whofe  life  may  he  inftantly  cut  off,and 
to  whom  God  may  therefore  deny  his  grace  to  repenr,becaufc 
it  did  before-hand  prefume  to  fin. 
It  11  ^*hh  a  ^^  Inmziyj  freftimftHOHs  ftmwgs  there  Is    a  pghtwgcort^ 

^ihcingion-   fgfj^p  .  therefore.  Numb,  1 5.30, 51.  prefumptuous  finning;  is 
-  *  ctW^A  z  deffifr/7g  oftkepyordoftheLordi   the  f oh!   that  do' h 

ought  frefHfy/ftHou fly  ^&c,  fhall  be  cut  off ^hecati^e  he  hath  deffi' 
fed  the  Hordof  the  Lordy  &c.  to  defpife  the  Word  of  the 
Lord,  is  to  eftecmc  of  it  as  a  vaine  thing ,  to  oiiYcgard  it  in 
his  authority  and  M^jefty  over  our  consciences ,  and  hearts, 
and  wayes :  As  if  a  foul  ll)0ifld  fay,  what  cire  I  though  God 
doth  fpeak  thus  and  thus ;  I  will  not  be  curbed,  and  limited, 
nor  reftrained :  this  is  to  contemn  God :  And  it  is  called  a 
rebelling  againft  him,  Deut. i^z^.  1  Sfake  un:o  you  ,  and  yotc 
yponld  mt  he  are  ^  hnt  reheUed  ^g.v.yift  tl.e  Cowmafidr^ent  of  the 
Lordy  And  r»em  np  pre'umptHoufly  to  the  hill,)  It  is  called  a 
^^^ing  #/  Gods  Lm  behwde  uur  hack^  5  G^  hath  hemmed'^ 

ai^d 
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and  circumrcribcdthc  foul  with  precepts,  within  which  if  a 
man  walks,  he  hath  God  to  be  his  fccurity,  but  in  prefum-- 
ptuous  finnings  a  man  will  exceed  his  liuiits,  and  yet  believe 
a  fafety:  this  very  thing  is  expreffed  in  Z)c';/M 7.1 1.  Accord- 
in(T  to  the  feyitcnce  of  the  L^irvywhich  they  (hall  teach  thee^and  ac- 
cording to  the  yidgement  yohlch  thej  jhall  tell  thee  ^  thou  fhalt 
do  ,  thepi  jhalt  not  decline  from  the  fentcKCe  which  they  fhall  fheTV 
thee^  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left  ^  ver.l2.  Andthe  t^aathat 
will  dopreffimptuoHjl^y  and  will  not  hearken  to  the  Priefl^  &c. 
even  that  man  fhall  dU^  ver.  i  ^.  Ayid  all  the  people  (hall  h^ar^ 
and  f ear y  and  do  no  more  prefamptHoHJly  *,  There*  you  fee  that 
prefumptuous  finning  confided  in  the  (ligbdii^  of  the  fen- 
tcnce  of  the  Law  by  thePrieft :  the  Pfieftf.iid,  this  is  it  which 
God  would  have  you  do  ;  This  is  it  which  he  would  not  have 
done.  Now  the  perfon  who  finned  prefumptuoufly ,  would 
not  fiand  to  this,  but  would  break  over  this  fencence,  and 
would  go  in  his  own  way,hedirre^arded  what  God  fpake , 
chat  fhould  not  be  his  rule,no  not  his. 

6*  Laftly,  prefumptuous  finnings  may  rife  higher  then  all  ^^  ^1  ^^'^^^  ^^ 
this,  as  when  amanfinnes  not  only  knowingly  and  wilfully,  p'ij^*  *"^.*^^ 
but  mofl  mAlicioufly y  and  defpitef filly  againft  ^od  and  Chrift',  ofd^n/^*" 
the  Apofile  fpeaics  of  fuch  prefumptuous  finners ,  who  tread  Chrift, 
under  foot  the  Sonne  of  Gody  and  do  defplte  unto  the  Spirit  of 
Grace  y  Heb.lo.29.  And  whocrucifie  tothemfelves  the  Sonne  of 
God  afrefhj  and  pm  himtoanopenfhamejH^h,6,6* 

This  kinde  of  prefumptuous  finning,  is  not  only  to  finne, 
thou:^h  a  man  knows  it ,  nor  only  to  fin  ,  becaufc  a  man  will 
fin,  but  it  is  alfo  to  fin  on  pnrpofe  to  difhonour  God,  and  to 
vex  his  holy  fpirit ;  the  foul  is  grown  unto  that  abominable 
infolency  ,  that  a  man  even  plots  deliberately  how  to  erode 
God ,  and  will  therefore  apply  himfelf  to  fuch  words  and  a6l5, 
bccaufe  he  knows  they  will  difpleafe  God  ;  this  is  the  very 
top  and  height  of  prefumptuous  finning  :  when  a  man  in 
a  fober  and  calmefpjrit  exempted  from  violent  difeafes  and 
firong  paflions,  and  infolently  turbulent  temptations,  fhall  in 
fober  circumftances ,  defperately,  and  of  malicious  and  fee 
purpofe  encounter  God,  adventure  iniquity, to  provoke  God: 
he  knows  that  the  worfl  which  fliall  befall  him  is  damnation, 

I  2  but 
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but  he  ares  not  for  that ,  he  will  however  have  his  pleafurc 
in  finne,  and  will  ftrive  to  defpite  that  God  ,-  who  ftands  in  a. 
jiift  enmity  to  his  foul  and  fins. 


^— • 


SECT.  II. 

Whit  that        Qnefl,  2.  \T  7  Hat  that  (trength  ts  vphlch  kjeps  hack^  reqene^ 
^h^"rt^^  ^^^^  pfr/i?;^/  from  freftimftmns  Jinxes  ;^and 

back  tl  e?e-     ^^^^  difference  'twixt  the  rcftrainings  of  evil  men ,  and  this 
generirc  from   keeping  back  ofgoodI)/«i/;W. 

preiuHip;  uous        SaU  For  a  morc  diftin<St  knowledge  of  this  point,  obfervc  a 
finncs.  few  particulars. 

K-ftramt  is  ' '   %$firamt  is  any  kjnde  offlof  ^ twixt  the  inclination  and  the 

any  kitfde  of     ^h^^  '  when  the  nature  is  inclined  to  fuch  or  fuch  a  thing  ^. 
ftop  b^twift     and  a  barre  falls  in,  to  keep  them  afunder ,  this  is   reftrtint. 
the  inclinaaoa  ^g  vvhen  God  bridled  up  thej^r^from  burning  the  three  chil" 
aqdtlw  objeao  ^^^.  ^^^  the L/o;?, from  devouring  Daniel',  and  AbimeUch 
from  toHching  Sarah ;  and  Lahan  from  hurting  'Jacob ,  The 
natural  inclinations  of  the  former,  and  the  morally  evil  dif- 
pofitions  of  the  latter,  were  chained  in,  they  were   flopped , . 
they  were  hindred  in  refpe6t  of  their  a6lings  and  exercife. 
All  creatures  are  capable  of  rcftraint ,  becaufe  under   a  Su- 
preame  power;  only  God  cannot  be  retrained  :  but  for  all- 
creatures  ,  their   natures,   and   inclinations,    and  operatic* 
ons,    are   uHder   his  command   by   the  Lawe  of  Crea-. 
tion. 
Reftrtlmof  a<       2.   %eflraint  of  any   Agent  ^   arifnh  from  a  greater  Jlrength 
ny  agent  is     of  a  Superi&r  Agent  :   whatfoever  keeps  a  man  back  from  a 
from  a  greater  finful  SiSting  ,  it  is  (at  that  time  )  whiles  a  reftrainc  of   more 
ft<rentthofa     a(Slually  flrong  force,  then  the  prefent  inclination  is;  as  iir 
fttpcrior  agent.  ^^^  flopping  of  a  ftone  or  water ,  that  \yhich  is  unequal  in- 
ftrength  ,  a  lefTer  force  h  not  ab!e  to  keep  in  the  ft-on^er :  the 
cords  wherewith  i'^^w/)/^/?  vxas  bound,  were  no  rcftraints  to 
his  morion  and  efcape,  for  his  flrength  exceeded  ihem ,  and 
he  eafily  brake  them  afunder :  But  Gods  decree  and  provi- 
dence is  a  reftrainr  to  the  raging fca;  and  his  power  is  are- 

ftraint 
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reftraint  to  gird  in  the  malice  and  rage  of  man  >    becaufe, 
though  fmfull  inclinations  be  ftrong,  yet  God  can  over-rule,   - 
and  bound,  and  bind  it  in. 

^,All  RefiraJntsprefnppofeth  ah  aftnefsy  a  dlffojitlon  ready  to  Reftralnrs fup- 
run^  and  get  out.    The  Child  whofe  dclire  is  to  lie  in  the  Cra-  pofc  a  readincfs 
die,  is  not  there  faid  to  be  retrained:  and  the  Tradef-man ,  togccout, 
whofe  fhop  is  his  paradife,  is  not  therefore  reftraincd  from 
going  abroad ;  but  when  a  fervant  would  be  gadding,  and  yec 
is  kept  in,  this  is  Reftraint.     In  every  man  there  is  too  much 
fin  5  Corruption  is  in  us  all,  and  it  is  with  it,  as  with  a  Child 
in  the  womb  which  would  be  breaking  out  into  the  world  ;  or 
as  with  fire  kindled  within,  which  would  be  flaming  abroad ; 
fuch  an  aptnefs  is  there  in  our  finfull  inclinations  to  fecret,  and 
then  to  open  actings.     Now  the  Cohibition ,  the  inclofing , 
the  locking  of  them  in,  is  properly  Reftraint. 

4*  All  %eflramt  of  fm  Is  from  God,  That  God  whom  am  a  .  c 
David  here  defires  to  hold  ,  or  keep  him  back  ,  did  alfo  fin  hfromGol 
wich-hold  Ablmelech^tz^  in  Lahany  keep  up  Efau^  keep  off' 
Saul ;  and  it  is  granted  that  there  are  feveral  means  and  ways 
of  reftraint ,  natural ,  moral ,  fpiritual;  (  as  you  fliall  hear 
anon)  but  it  is  God  in  them  which  caufeth  reftraint;  he  im-  *t 
prints  fuch  a  vigour  into  thofe  Arguments,  into  thole  Apprc- 
henfions^  that  they /hall  bind,  and  chain,  and  hold  in  the 
nature,  which  elfe  would  not  judge  fo  fcrioufly  ,  nor  lubmit 
fo  cafily  to  impedition  or  hinderance  :  as  the  horfe  ruilieth 
into  the  battle,  if  left  to  his  own  fwing  and  violence  ;  (o  'the 
heart  of  man,  if  kfttoitfelf,  it  would  put  no  periods  to 
wickednefs,  but  would  grow  from  evil  to  worfe,  and  fill  up 
all  the  meafures  of  iniquity.  There  lliould  not  be  one  righ- 
teous A  hi ,  but  every  Otin  would  kill  him  ;  not  a  Jacoif , 
but  Efifi  wo  Id  purfue  him  ;  not  n  David,  but  Saul  would 
hunt  him  ;  not  an  ApoBhy  but  Herod  would  be -head  him  : 
AllChriftian  Religion  rvould  lie  in  blood,  yea,  and  the  very 
order  of  nature  would  fink  into  confufion  by  the  efficacy  of 
that  finfull  corruption  which  is  equally  divided  am ongft  all , 
if  God  did  not  look  down  from  heaven,  and  rcftrain  the  rage. 
of  fin  in  all.  All  evil  men  ^ 

^,  All  evil  men ^re  n6t  equally  rejlrai'^ed  hy  ^od;  which  art  not  equally. 

I  3  appears  rtftcained, . 
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appears  both  in  the  matter,  and  in  the  meafurcs  of  finning: 
fome  evill  men  do  not  break  out  into  all  horrible  kinds  of  fin  : 
fome,  though  they  be  at  ths  fame  fchool  of  particular  finning, 
are  not  yet  in  the  lame  form,  and  hc;ight ,  or  degree  of  fin, 
though  they  be  at  the  fame  trade  ;  yet  their  skill  and  thrivint' 
in  the  fame  fin  is  different^  Every  Drunkard  is  nor  the  mighty 
man  to  drink ,  and  every  fvvearer  lets  not  his  tongue  loofe  to 
the  higheft  blafl:  of  Blafphemy*  There  is  no  man  fo  high  in 
fin,  but  if  God  fhould  ceafe  to  rertrain  him,  he  would  yet 
plunge  himfelf  into  a  deeper  guilt. 

6.   The  reftraln'mg  of  any  fmntr  Is  an  Aci  of  a  merclfull  T^ro-^ 
^^^^'^^^"^^^vUencenmolnm,     Gods  Jufticc  begins  already  to  fmoaka- 
aa  of  "merciful  g^^"^  ^  "^^n,  whsn  he  totally  leaves  the  rains  unto  him,  when 
Providence,      be  gives  him  up  to  himfelf  to  his  o-vn  vile  affections,  reprobate 
mind ,  to  his  own  CQunfels  ind  waye? ,  and  will  no  more  Hrive 
with'him,  but  caft  him  off  to  himfelf.    But  it  is  a  great  Mer- 
cy when  he  reftrains  :  rhou-h  renewing  grace  be  the  faving 
Me-cy ,  yet  retraining  grace  is  a  great  Mercy  ,  when  God 
will  not  let  a  mans  finfull  corruption  take  i:s  full  walk  :  for 
xtRnintdimmfJ  eth  o^ullty  whereas,  if  this  bridle  were  off,  a 
man  would  increafe  his  finfull  accounts  by  infinite  iterations 
and  multiplications  of  finning.     Now  he  is  kept  from  in- 
lar  f ing  his  d£brs,yea, and  it  chmwt(hethfm ;  whereas  a  man  \tt 
loofe,  would  diffufe  fin,  cafi:  his  fire-brands  about,draw  others 
to  a  confociation  of  evil,  and  fo  fet  up  the  trade  :  now  by  rc- 
{traint,finning  is  more  contracted  and  narrowed:  yea,  and  ic 
dimini(hQihwarh  and  judgement  :  for  according  to  the  num- 
ber and  meafures  of  finnmg,  there  fliall  be  an  equal  propor- 
tion of  ven  :eance  and  puniihment,the  greater  finner  fliall  have 
and  feel  the  fharper  flames  of  hell ;  but  now  rcflraint  keeps 
in  the  fin^and  at  leaf^  makes  it  lefs  finfull,  (  for  as  fin  (kicking 
in  the  inclination  is  not  fo  deep  as  that  which  flies  out  of  that 
into  actings  and  confummations  ^  and  fo  confequently  is  a 
means  to  leffen  the  heat  of  fnturc  torment. 
God  iloth  re-       j,  Goddothreftra'inthe  (rooi  andtl^hMli0mifm,      The  evil 
^ood"  ^^ii^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  carried  b'y  a  fmftfll  naturc,that  if  God  did  not 
lad  from  fin.     ^^^P  ^^"^  ^^^^>  ^^  would  bring  all  to  confufion.     The  good 
mm  is  fo  weakly  good,  that  if  God  did  not  prevent^and  inter— 
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pofe,  and  v\ith-hoId,  he  could  not  with-fland  fo  much  evil 
as  now  he  doth. 

How  great  a  Mercy  did  D^vid  acknowledge  a    Reftraint 
from  fin  co  be,  you  may  ice  in  his  own  words ,  i  Sam.i^,  52. 
Blejfed  he  the  Lord  God  of  I]  reel  which  lath  [ent  thee  this  day  to 
meet  me,     Verie  35.    And  blejfed  he  thy  a^lvics  y  and  hiejfed       -  ^t{<     -'• 
he  thoH  which  haft  k/pt  me  this  day  from  (J-edding  innosent  ^ 

blood,  s^^ 

The  Father  hith  two  Children,  one  young ,  and  the  other 
old  :  if  he  doth  not  keep  in  the  eldcr,he  will  tic  like  the  T^rodl- 
gal^[(L\\  all,  and  be  riotous :  if  he  coch  not  hold  in  the  other, 
he  wiiltall,and  be  like  OHephiho ''  cthhmc  on  both  feet. 

Evil  men  have  ftion^  corruptions,  which  God  is  pleafcd 
manytimes^  many  wayes  to  keep  within  door,  he  wiil  not 
fuffer  all  their  intentions,  defires,  pro;e£ls  to  fee  the  %ht. 

Good  men  have  weak  [^.races,  their  own  legs  arc  not  able  to 
bear  them  up ,  and  ttron^  temptations  and  occafions  may  Toon 
lay  flat  a  weak  defendant  ,  and  therefore -God  is  pleafed 
yet  to  bricUc  in  that  remainin.;  corruption  to  keep  off  the  foul, 
or  fomething  off  from  the  ioul,  le(t  it  fliould  fin :  we  fee  ic 
inexperience,  that  grace  aloj^  is  not  able  to  keep  off  fin  : 
Grace  can  keep  u?,  whiles  God  keeps  the  ^race  :  but  if  God 
leaves  ViS,  to  the  affayes  of  our  own  beli  ttrcn^th,wc  are  un- 
equal Combatants  in  the  field. 

8.  Gcd  doth  diver  fly  kj  V  lackjor  reftralnmen  from  partlcft'  Goddoth  iW 
Urfins and  fmnings  :  fometimcs  y  ^  minimi'^ 

I.   By  inllv  nin^  the  ton  clerc-^  which  being  ftri6lly  awaken-  gy  enlivtnine 
ed,  rifeth  to  fuch  an  height  of  imratience,  and  choler,  and  ot  Confcicncc* 
rage,  that  the  finner  i^  wiping  to  kt  go  the  finning ,  rather 
then  to  anrwcrthefcour.ing  Inditements  and  tht-eats  of  con- 
fcience  for  it.     As  rhe  lux-trious  patient,  thou^ .h  he  likes  the 
rparklin^  wine,  yet  he  da-csnotcrinkit,  lefihis  fpirit  lliould 
be  thereby  inflimed)  snd  burn  him  up  ;  even  an.  evil  man  , 
though  hr  be  not  at  aid  of  fin,  yet  he  may  be  afraid  of  con- 
fcience,  and  may  ther-  tore  be  kept  back  f'om  his  finning,  as 
the  CoUiar  from  h;>nc  ling  hi^  coals,  not  became  they  a:  e  coals,  py  feif-refls- 
but  becaufethey  are  burnin:  hot.  Aing?>pprc?  ' 

2...  By  [elf-rsftecti'/tgapprchenfons :  the  love  thlt  a  man  hath  heafioBi, 

to 
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to  himfelf,  may  be  a  means  to  keep  him  off  from  fome  fin- 
full  adiings:  for  fome  (inning  have  fuch  infamy,and  charge,and 
.envy,  and  lofs,  and  danger  indorfed  on  them,  that  the  very 
prefencarrearages  of  fin  do  prevail,and  keep  off  the  man^from 
adventuring ;  he  will  not  llrike  the  bargain  for  payment  fo 
'      fharp,  and  furc,  and  prefent. 

Bv  legal  im-         ^'  ^7  ^'^^^  ^^^P^^^^^^Jl^'  God  is  pleafcd  many  times  to  fee 
primings.  "     "P  ^^^  flaming  fvvord,  and  the  iliadows  of  hell. before  the 
eyes  of  a  daring  finner  ;  tells  him  plainly  that  he  will  call 
him  to  an  account ,  and  vvrarh  fhall  be  his  portion ,  if  he 
will  not  forbear  thus  to  provoke  him  :   whereupon  he  for- 
bears. 
By  denying  op*      4.  B)^  denying  and  crdjfing  off  ertHmtles :  when  a  man  hath 
;Portunitie».     prepared  himfelffora  fin,  then  God  doth  fo  fecretly  direft 
the  vvayes,  and  the  eyes,  and  the  prefence  of  other  creatures  , 
that  the  finner  muft  keep  in  the  cup  which  he  hath  tempered  , 
and  dares  not  dravthe  fvvord  with  which  he  is  girded  ,  nor 
tdi  the  evil  which  he  did  before  earneftly  intend  to  profecute 
and  finifh     The  finner  doth  not  always  fin,  not  that  he  wants 
an  heart,  but  becaufe  he  hath  not  a  conveniency ;   as  the 
ihip  ridged  may  be  wind-bound  :  though  the  ^reedinefs  of  fin 
thrufts  on  the  finner,  yet  the  vvifdom  of  the  flefii  will  keep 
it  in,  till  the  feafon  of  finning  may  futably  match  with  the 
former  contrivances  of  fin.   Efm  def:erred  to  flay,his  brother 
Jacgh  till  Ifaac  died. 
By  with-hold-      ^ '  ^-^  ^^^P»g^  ^r  wlth-holdlng  of  temptations.  ^  Beloved  , 
Ing  temptations '^'^^"d^^  ^^^^  ^^^  are  under  the  power  of  the  Prince  of  the 
Air,  yet  I  conjecture,  not  in  this  fenfe,  that  they  may  tempt 
them  when,  and  how  he  pleafeth  ;  or  that  they  muftneceffa- 
rily  ^St  every  fin  to  which  he  tempts  therh.But  as  God  is  pleaf- 
:ed,  when  Satan  doth  many  times  tempt  them,  yet  fometimes 
toreftrainthem;  fo  he  is  pleafed  ,  when  Satan  would  tempt 
them,  many  times  to  reftrain  them,  well  knowing   that  his 
temptations  would  eafily  draw  out  matter  already  prepared  : 
An  heart  which  hath  won  it  felf  toa  fin,may  without  any  more 
ado,  by  the  very  prefence  of  a  temptation  and  occafionbe 
. .  inftantly  wrought  unto  it. 

By  caafing  ^    ^    canjlnf  DherJtonSj  which  may  call  afidc  the  imploy- 
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menc  of  the  finner  another  way :  As  when  Satfl  in  malice 
railed  a  perfccution  againil  D^-rz/V,  and  had  hemmed  him  in; 
Cod  yet  reltraincd  Snuiy  by  letting  in  the  Fhillflines  upon  his 
County,  with-drew  back  the  execution  of  his  ragefuli  inccn- 
tion  againit  D^vid  at  that  time. 

7.  Lviitly>  By  heginnltJg'i  a/jdfufportj^f^  and  InUrgng   the  By  a  prircipl 
principle  of  fancVipcation^  v\hich  is  the  fweetcll  reftrainc  of  the  ^^  fanaificati 
heart  fiom  f^n,  drav\ing  it  off,  inab.ing  it  a^ainii  inch'nations  *'*'• 
and  temptations:  and  fiichakindof  holding  back  doch  Da' 
•t/;^pray  for  in  this  pbce,  v'z.,  a  fan£lifying  reiiramc,  a  re- 
newing reft ralnt,  a  fubduing Reftrainr. 

9.  'J  hereflra'imug  of  good  men  are  exceeding  dijf event. from'^y^'  reftralmi 
tMs  of  cv'd  men  :  though  the  {ins  from  which  either  are  re-  ^^  S"®^'  ™^^ 
itramcdmaybe  common,  yet  the  keeping  backol:  oncby  r^- f,Q^jhofe  of 
r.envlng  Graccy  and  of  the  other  by  meer  rcfiraimng  gr\ce\  arc  evil  m-n- 
very  different. t^.^.  They  differ, 

I.  They  diflcr  in  iht  fountain  for  keeping  off  by  meer  re-  ^^  the foiimain 
ftramin^s,  proceed  from  the  care  of  univerfal  providence,  but 
kecpinj,  back  by  rcnewings ,  comes  from  a  fpecial  afi-edion 
of  Cod  in  Chriil :  Cod  hith  an  eye  over  all  his  woi'ks,  and 
a  mercy  over  them  too,  he  doth  not  totally  leave,  no  not  the 
iinfull  Creature,  but  exprefleth  a  Providence  in  pcrmjifions 
of  fomethings,  contraaidion of  many  things,  reftfidionof 
many  things,  and  ordination  of  all  things  :  though  mtn  be 
defperately  evil,  and  as  it  were  the  lords  of  fin,yet  Cod  will  '\ 
bejjknown  forever  to  be  the  Lord  of  nature  by  circumfcribing, 
and  abrid>.ing,  and  commanding  it  in  its  propenfions :  But 
the  keeping  back  by  renewing  grace,  this  doth  arifcfroma 
tender  love,  amofl:  gracious  affe^ion  which  Cod  bears  to  his 
fervanrs,  like  the  Father  with  holding  of  his  dear  Child  from 
a  fword  which  might  hurt  him,  or  meat  which  might  make 
him  Tick. 

The  rcftrainin'^s  of  evil  men  are  from  the  Wifdome  of  di-  f"^'^^  ^^^^ 
vine  power,  and  the  cohibitions  of  good  men  are  from  the  ^°*P"*"^°- 
goodncfs  of  fpecial  favour.  They  differ  a^ainin  the  form  of  ^ 

ImfreJ]ion :  for  reilraint  of  evil  men  arife  only  from  argu~ 
merit ,  but  thofe  of  good  men,depend  upon  nature  as  well  as 
argument.    In  the  former,  it  is  a  rgumenc  alone  which  makes 
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the  ftop.  In  th^  latter  it  is  argument  and  nature  both,  as 
fy4hmr  iiidiloAfahel-^  2  Sam.i.zi,  If  I [heuld  fmlte  thee 
howjfould  I  look^  thy  hr^iher  Joab  in  the  face  r  there  was  naked 
argument.  Horv  can  L  do  this  ^r^at  evil ,  and  Jin  agalnfi 
God  f  as  Jof^h  faici  to  his  (J^ilfirlfs  ,  GeneJ^s  :^^^^,  there 
was  a  divine  Arg  sment  ,  and  an  holy  nature  ;  bid  a 
man  ro  gr^fp  a  toad,  his' ve7  nature  ihrinks  back  from  this  ; 
bid  him  climb  by  a  little  ope  to  th^  top  of  an  high  mad  in  the 
midll  cf  the  fea,  and  hex  Argument  or  reafon  may  with- 
hold him  :  it  is  on^  thing  for  a  nevv  Argument  to  keep  off  an 
old  heart ;  it  is  another  thing  for  anerv  nature  to  keep  back 
from  an  oppofite  corruption. 
.  3.  They  differ  In  their  entrance  and  [eiz^nre  \     The  Re- 

tranot  and'fci-  ft^ainin^s  of  evil  men  arc  but  as  locks  upon  the  out-door :  and 
lure.  the  keeping  back  of  good  men  is  as  the  lock  upon  the  Clofec; 

one  is  an  impedite  to  the  ad^ions,  the  other  is  an  impedite  to 
the  inclinations ;  one  is  a  b.  idle  upon  the  lips  and  hands,  the 
other  is  a  bond  upon  the  heart  and  difpofition  ;  the  one  may 
feal  up  the  lips  that  a  man  dorh  not  fwear :  the  other  tempers 
the  heart  that  a  man/<?^rj  an  oath. 
In  their  Effi-  4-  They  differ  in  their  Efficacy  iRef^rainings  of  evil  men  do 
cacy.  not  impair  the  ftate  of  rin5no  more  then  ch.uns  and  prifons  do 

the  nature  of  the  thief  or  Lyons :  Look  as  it  was  with  rhe  fire, 
into  which  the  three  Children  was  caft,  the  rcftraining  of  its 
burning  A£l  did  no  w^y  prejudice,  either  the  nature  of  the 
fire,  or  the  faculty  of  it  to  burn,  only  it  did  fuipcnd  the  a6t : 
fo  it  is  with  meer  Reftraints  about  moral  things ,  though  ic 
doth  give  a  Suferfedeas  to  the  evil  ac^  ,  (  for  the  prefent)  yec 
it  grants  not  a  Capas  corfpu ,  the  bodjyj)f  fin  is  z\[  one,  as  be- 
fore.    But  in  the  keeping  back  of  a  good  man,  there  is  not 
only  an  inter-let  of  the  Ad^jbut  fome  meafure  of  diminution 
to  the  finfull  inclination. 
Inthc  fairntff      ^*  They  differ  in  the /^/V^/>  <?/>^/^^//V7  :  Meer  Reftraints 
of  cquility.      do  not  deal  juftly  vvith  fins,  they  make  a  flop  in  one>  and  leave 
open  a  gap  for  other  fins :  like  a  veffel  of  many  holes,  though 
■■%  the  water  break  not  out  in  one  place,  becaufe  it  is  Ropt,  yet  it 

freely  flics  out  in  the  reft.:  fo  where  a  man  is  reflrained  only , 
though  that  fin  cannot  find  a  way  in  that  vcfn^  yer  it  vvilJ  find  a 

courfe. 
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courfe  (  like  the  water  which  is  hindred  underground)  ano- 
ther way  :  But  the  holdings  back  by  renewing  grace  do  indif- 
pofe  generally  and  evenly. 

6.  rhey  differ  inthe  fnlrffs  of  duration  :  formeer  Re- i„  the  fulncft 
ftraints  hold  in  the  nature,  no  longer  then  the  things  remain ,  of  duration, 
byvertueof  which  the  mind  was  reitrained.    Lctrhefearof 

death  expire,  put  afide  the  cd^:;e  of  the  Law,  be  fure  that 
{hamelhall  not  follow,  and  the  only  rellrained  finner  breaks 
open  fchool,  fo  that  he  goes  to  the  fin  :  But  holdings  back  by 
renewed  grace  arc  cohibitions  of  the  heart  upon  permanent 
grounds,  viz,,  the  perpetual  contrariety  twixt  God  and  fin, 
twixt  iin  and  his  Will,  and  Holinefs,  and  Goodncfs  ,  and 
Honour. 

7.  They  differ  in  this-.  That  the  heart  of  a  man  only  re-  In  Rf  ftraimi 
ftrawedy  doth,  being  at  liberty,  (  like  waters  held  up)  pour  "*'"  S^°J* 
forth  it  J  elf  more  violeyitly  and  greedily^  as  if  it  would  pay  ufe  |J^[^„**  ^^  ** 
for  fo  be  a  ranee  ;  it  abounds  in  the  fin,  and  makes  a  more  fully 

wicked  recompence  for  the  'former  reftriiSlions.     But  where 
the  foul  IS  kept  back  by  renewinggracei  ir  doth  not  muhifty  Jiriy^t^x  fo  in  re- 
becaufe  of  lefs  prac^ifc  no^v ,  but  is  labouring  a  fuller  dimi-  newings. 
nution  of  fin,  becaufe  of  too  much  pradife  heretofore. 

8.  They  differ  thus  :   An  evil  man  is  kept  hack^as  a  pr  if  oner  Rcftrainti  are 
hy  force  againfi  his  mil;  But  a  good  man  Is  k^pt  hack^as  ^  *"  evil  mans 
Petitioner^  it   is  his  hearts  defire,  O  that  my  roayes  werefo  di-  ^^^^  *jj      j 
reeled  that  I  might  keep  thy  flat  ate  s  :  order  my  fieps  in  thy  fVord^  man$*de(ire 
and  let  not  any  imtjuity  have  dominion  over  me  :  Keep  hack^  thy  and  joy. 
ferv  Tnt  fromprefumpttious  ^ns, 

Iti:>an  evilsmancrofstobe  reftrained,  and  a  good  mans 
joy  to  be  ke,v^  i^ackjr om  (in  :  when  fin  puts  forth  it  felf,  the 
evil  man  is  putting  forth  his  hand  to  the  fin  ;  biit  when  fin 
puts  forth  it  felf,  the  goo  1  man  is  putting  forth  his  hand  to 
heaven  i  if  he  finds  his  heart  yielding,  out  he  cries,  O  keep 
krck^thy  fervant :  An  evil  man  is  k/pt  %ack  Ji:om  fin,as  a  friend 
from  a  friend  ,  as  a  lover  from  his  lover  ,  with  knit  affedi- 
ons,  and  projcf^*?  of  meeting  :  but  a  good  man  is  kjpt  back^ 
from  fin  ,  as  a  man  from  his  deadly  enemy,  whofe  prefcncc 
he  hates  and  with  defires  of  hisruine  anddcftru6lion  :  It  is 
the  good  mansmiferyjthathe  hath  yet  an  heart  to  be  more 
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God  keeps  bick 
his  Ccrvants 
from  finnc. 
By  preventing 
grace. 


By  aiTifting 
grace. 


Bv  qukknir.g 
grace. 


tamed  and  maftered  :  It  is  an  evil  rr.ans  vexation  and  cifcon* 
cent,  thaclHll,  oracany  ti  neheishelJinby  cordo  b:idl*. 

And  thus  you  fee  what  David  aims  at  ,  in  defiring  to  ba 
kept  hack,  from  prefumpcuous  Hn^,  viz.,  not  a  mecr  iuipenfion, 
buta  mortiiication,  not  a  not-c'dling  only,  but  afubduing  o£ 
the  inclination,  not  for  a  time,  but  tor  ever.  Neverthekis, 
methinks ,  thv^re  may  he  fomething  more  added  for  the  open- 
ing of  this  point  >  Kcff  back^  thj/  ferVkint  frora  frefnm^itiws 

Take  vvhu  I  conceive,  briefly  thus,  God  keeps  back  his 
fervants  from  fin. 

1.  ByfrcveHthgGrace^  which  is  by  infuf^n^  fuch  a  nature,, 
which  \s  like  a  Bias  into  the  Boul>drawingit  afide  another  vvayt 
fo  that  holy  nature  which  C;od  confers  on  his  fervants,  doth 
fecretly  draw  off  the  foul  from  the  confent  ,  appericion  and 
pfailik  of  fm  propounded  to  rhefoul. 

2.  By  ^ifi^ing  Gr^:f,which  is  a  further  ftrength  fupcradded 
to  that  nrft  implanred  nature  ot  holinefs,  like  an  hand  upon 
a  Child  holding  him  in.  This  Divines  call,  a  Co-operating 
Grace,  whichisanexcefs  of  divine  ftrength,  to  that  flrength 
which  God  hath  formerly  imprinted  in  preventing  grace : 
which  whether  it  be  an  inlargemeric  of  habitual  grace  in  the 
natural  meafurc  of  it,  (  as  when  health  is  made  to  ^  rife  to 
a  greater  degree  of  ftrength}ar  whether  it  be  an  efHcacious 
motion  of  Gods  Spirit,  powerfuly  ftrengthnuig  the  inhe- 
rent Grace  to  the  ads  of  averfation  and  rehitance  of  fm  and 
temptation  \  It  is,  I  confcfs,  an  acute  and  i  if  unble  inquir)^, 
yet  whether  the  one,  or  whether  the  other,  the  foul  is  by  ei- 
ther more  confirmed,  and  eftabliihcd,  and  upheld,  and  kept 

from  fin  ? 

?.  By  qnicki^'wi  Gr^ue^  which  is,  when  God  coth  in  iven 
our  graces  to  mamfeli  rhemfelves  in  a£lual  oppofirion^  lo  ihat 
the  foul  fnall  not  yield,  but  keep  off  from  ent^rt.^ining  the 
fin :  As  when  in  the  motions  of  fm,  he  inflames  the  heart 
withanapprchenuonof  his  own  love  in  Ch  ill,  and  thenex- 
clres  our  love  exceedini^ly  unto  himfelfag^in,  wh^-eby  the 
heart  is  made  m.arveloufly  averfe,  and  to  d^teft  any  c'ofrre 
with  this  fiPo  by  which  fo  ample  and  gracious  a  love  fliould 

be. 
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be  wronged  and  abufed ;  or  as  when  in  rhe  temptations  to  fin, 
he  excites  that  afteition  of  holy  tear  ,  which  works  that  filial 
and  a.vful  regard  to  a  great  God  and  a  good  Father,  that  the 
loul  is  brought  into  jofephs  temper, //^w  can  I  do  this  great  evil 
and jiijne  ao^ii/'tft  God» 

4«  By  dfrectlng  grace  ,  which  is  when  God  confers  that  cf-  ^y  <JJr«ftmg 
fedtual  v\irdome  to  the  minde,  ccndernenTc  to  the  conference ,  S^^^^* 
watchfuln^lfe  to  the  heart,  that  hisfervanis  become  greatly 
folicitous  ot  his  honour,  fcrupulouily  jealous  of  their  own 
l^rcn^th,andjuilly  rei-ardful  of  the  honour  of  their  holy  pro- 
fefllon.  And  therefore  they  dec hneali  occahons  of  the  finnc 
which  may  over-lay  their  o.\  n  ilrength,anH  dx  lies  not  with  the 
temptations,  or  with  the  firrt  motions :  But  as  they  are  in 
fear  of  themfelves,  fo  they  arc  in  defiance,  not  only  with  ap- 
parent fins,but  alio  with  the  appearances  of  them  :  and  fhun 
not  only  the  fins,  but  the  inlets  and  preparations  to  the  finnes: 
and  verily  he  lliallbe  much  kept  from  the  fecrecy  of  fin  ,  as  a 
Kingwho  is  wife  to  keep  off  Parle  with  the  AmbiiTado  s  of 
fin,  I  mean  occafions ,  which  do  ne-otiarc  with  the  foul,  and 
prepare  it  to  lofe  its  own  ftren.  th. 

5.  By  dolrg  grace  ,.  which  is,  when  God  effectually  encllnes  By  doing  grace 
the  hearcof  his  fe.vants  to  the  places  andwayes  of  their  re^ 
fugc,  fafetiesand  prefervarions  from  fin :  By  enlarging  the 
fpirit  of  fupplication  whi^h  carries  the  foul  to  its  ftrength  ; 
prayer  en-;azeth  God,  and  this  we  finde,thar  the  praying  Chri- 
(Han  is  moje  kept  from  fin,  then  the  diiputing  Chriili.m  :  for 
thou-.h  finne  be  fironger  then  reafon;  yet  God  is  ftrongcr  then  ^. 

fin  ;  byframin  ;  the  heart  to  the  reverent  and  affe^5lionare  ufe 
of  his  Ordin.mces :  A  man  many  rimes  comes  to  the  word  a 
combitanr,  but  is  fent  away  a  Conqueror ,  comes  hither  as  a 
purfued  man,  by  Cm  and  Suan,  bur  he' e God  gives  him  a  fafe- 
guard,  a  t^roreition  ;  and  fends  him  away  armed  with  more 
holy  rcfoUirions,coura.^e  and  defiance,  by  firenjthnin;  his  gra- 
ces, by  affurin^,  his  love  and  flrength  ,  by  making  the  finnc 
more  vile  and  o  ious.  ^ 


K  I  SECT. 
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SECT.  III. 

Why  Dsvia     fi'^C/^.S-K]  Ovv  I  proceed  to  the  third  qut(\\onyPyhat  cmfes  or 
prayei  nbc  £^    rcafons  there  (yon! d  be  iphich  ^^tgh  move  David 

ke.pt  fromp-f-  to  pm  up  this  prayer  ^  Keep   hack^thy    frrvant  from  prefHrn- 
'  ftm%s  jmytes, 

SeL  Reafons  thereof  are  many,  I  will  touch  them,  though 
under  a  few  heads,  viz., 

I .  In  refpe6l  of  hioifelf. 
'2.  In  refpe^l  of  fhe  fins  themfelves. 
(3.  In  reipe<il  of  orhers. 
,4.  In  refpe6tof  Liod. 

1 .  In  rcfpe^l  of  himfelf. 
Irt  refpea  oC       i.  If  he  conriderc:d  himfelf,  there  were  fufficient  grounds 
himfclf.  £qj.  fucha  petition,  becaufc 

His  aptncfs  ro  ^'  ^^  aptnejfe  by  vertuc  of  original  cof^;>rions ,  even  to 
prcfumptuotis  "frefHrn^tuoHsjlmis,  Beloved  ,  I  dare  not  traverfe  the  extent 
£ns.  andcompaflc  of  finnc  (in  refpc(^  of  aptitude  and  poiTibilicy^ 

even  for  a  good  man :  of  this  lam  furc,  the  leaf!  (in  is  farther 
thea  he  ftiould  go,  and  the  higher  he  mounts  in  fin,  the  deep- 
er are  his  own  wounds ;  no  man  can  be  fafely  bad  ,  or  com- 
fbrtably  finful  :  Neverrhelefs,  this  may  be  faid,  that  though 
there  be  fomc  top-fins,  which  perhaps,  a  good  man  doth  nor 
commit,  yet  there  is  fcarce  any  finn^  for  kinde  or  desjree, 
which  mijht  not  lay  him  flat,  if  God  did  not  hold  him  up,  and 
'  keep  him  back. 

The  reafon  whereof  is  this,  becaufe  original  finne,  which 
cleaves  to  the  beR)  is  not  only  a  corrupt ,  but  alfo  an  uni- 
vcrfal  corrupt  inclination  ;  what  the  Phylofophers  conceit  of 
the  capacity  and  difpofition  in  their  flrlj.  matter,  that  it  is  il- 
limited,  unbounded,  infinite  ,  not  relirained  to  this  or  that 
focme  onely,  but  in  a^encral  way  lies  open  to  all  imprelTions: 
That  is  mofUrue  of  originil  corruption,  even  in  all  that  it  is 
%  (for  its  part  )  a  capacity,  an  aptneflfe  to  any  a6lual  villany  and 

wickedne{fc,a  womb  of  all  uncleanncile;  a  feed  of  all  iniquity, 

^  not 
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not  dil^ingr.iil-iing  'twixc  rhe  vildl  and  chc  faireil:  tranfcref- 
fions ;  Pafil  com^Azm^d  in  J{om. J. I S.  J  kjJOTv  th.ii  m  r^e(ihat: 
li  inmy  jieih)  d.\ellc:hmgood  thing  I   the  iiefh    /.)  th^    cor-  '         '- 

ruption  or'iinful  nature  is  an  urter  vacancy  of  any  good,  chat 
is  the  privative  nature  of  it,  and  then  the  tielli,-  /'•  e,  hnfui  cor- 
ruption, isadifeafed  inclinition,  a  hithy  fountainc,  a  lewd 
womb,  a  linning /in,  impelling,  incifing  5  eg^in^  on  the  foulc 
to  confents  and  ?c\s  unlawful,  and  that  upon  all  occafions 
without  any  diii|n61:ions  of  :;reat  or  {mlt-^  and  that  is  the  pofi- 
tive  nature  of  it :  Though  inherent  ^race  doth  much  abate 
and  ki:ep  under  that  finful  nature  (as  a  naughty  fervant  may 
be  held  down  by  a  good  and  ftronger  MaileTr)  yet  it  is  of  a 
falfe  ,  deceitful ,  and  capable  nature  for  the  vilell  impreflTions 
of  actual  fins. 

2.   His  impatetfcy  and  felf  wahilty  to  ks^pojfJolmfelf  from  |;j|j  jnipotcncfr 
fuch  [innes :  Bclovcd,  it  is  true,  that  grace  is  a  f we et  and  en-  tokeephim- 
abling  quality  ;  he  who  receives  ^^race,  doth  with  it  receive  fch'  from  fuch. 
a  meafure  of  ftrengrh  proportioned  to  the  degree  of  grace  ^w* 
received,  and  no  man  is  io  vaine  to  conceive  that    a  pcrfon  ^ 
receiving  grace,  can  Ao  no  more  agamfl  fin ,  then  he  who  'Olfi^ 
was  never  armed  with  fuch  heavenly  power :     But  then  Di- 
vines have  well  diftinguiihed,  that  as  there  muft  be  a  firll 
grace  (which  they  call  gratia  operam)  to  chan^^e  the  mture 
within ,  fo  there  muft  be  a  fecond  j^race  which  they  call^r^- 
tla  c-9'Operanst  to  alfift  the  foul  and  the  firft  grace,  againft  the 
infolcncy  of  corruption,  and  of  a6lual    temptations ;  grace 
can  do  much,  but  (of  it  felf)  not  alwayes  enough  to  keep  off 
afin  :  it  is  true  that  the  dillance  of  the  foiil  and  fin  depends  j^g^f 
on  grace,  but  that  the  foul  keeps  adiitancefrom  fuch  afin, 
( /.  )  that  fuch  a  fin  doth  not  engage  and  lay  flat  the  fouI,this 
doth  not  owe  it  felt  to  the  mcer  and  natural  ftren^th  of  the 
the  firl^  created  grace  ,  but  to  that  grace  ,  as  alfiiled  and  fup- 
ported  by  an  higher  hand  from  heaven  :  fofir  as  I  yet  con-- 
je^lurcthat  principally  effeilualftrength  of  created  grace  is 
more  in  its  de:^endance,  th^n  in  its  felf.    As   an   arme   is 
ftrong  ,  and  able  to  do  much  fervicc  ,  and  to  put  off  feveral . 
affaults,but  principally  by  rcafon  of  its  communion  with  the 
head  ^  from  which  if  it  were,  feparated  5  ic  can  do  nothing 

buE: 
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but  fall  do.vn  :  or  as  the  bca:nc  of  light  froTi  the  Sunnc, 
moves,  irridiaresjpierceih,  nnd  perhaps  heaces  and  meks  , 
none  of  which  could  ic  do,  if  there  were  an  edipfe^an  incer- 
ciiion  ,  a  cuccing  ot  ic  off  from  ics  dependjince  on  rheSunne  j 
■  '-  fo  grace  dochrnoR  and  more,  as  ic  is  mott  and  more  aifttled 

fron  above,  from  ics  head  which  i^  Chrift ,  and  fro:n  God 
who  is  thefacher  of  iighcs.  Suopofe  grace  left  incirely  and 
fclely  CO  ic  itit^  a  penon  would  be  expofed  to  many  and  foul 
mifcarriages :  though  the  water  be  well  hear^  ,  ycc  remove 
fhe  fire>  and  the  natural  cold  will  return  and  prevaileover 
that  accidental  heat:  The  natural  habits  of  fin '^ould  eafiiy 
have  the  better  of  the  excrinfecal  hibics  of  grace,  were  noc 
thcfe  held  up  ,  and  backed  by  an  higher  arme,  then  that  of  ic 
felf,  of  then  that  in  corruption  working  againlt  ic ;  you 
know  thitall  Adams  il^zw^ihsy  is  not  Cmon  proof  againft 
Satans  teinptaticns ;  he  affauked  and  cncred  his  CaRle  ,  and 
laid  him  Hac  and  all  the  world  with  him.  7^^nr,  though 
a  very  good  man,  and  3  very  forward  Difciple  (one  qualihc^d 
with  much  grace,  and  hi^h  affedions  )  yet  was  bc^t^n  down 
in  plaine  field,  he  could  not  preferve  and  keep  back  him- 
felf,  though  armed  before-hand  Aich  a  warning  from  his  Ma- 
iler, but  denied  hlmthrlce^Tind  thac  with  foine  high  quali- 
fications coo :  Nay,  the  great  falls  of  the  beft  men  we  ever 
heard  of  in  Scripture,  ftiew  thus  much  ,  chat  ic  was  noc  their 
fword,and  their  own  fpear,  thac  ic  was  not  their  o,vn  ftrenrth 
which  could  keep  them  incirely  back,  and  point  unco  us ,  not 
only  the  impotency  of  our  own  guard  ,  butalfothe  name  by 
which  we  (land,  and  therefore  is  ic,  thac  David  prays ,  Keep 
hack^  thy  fervant from  frefumftiidus  (his, 
InrcrpcSof  ^'  ^^^^fp^i^ofthefinsthemjclv^s. 

ibc  finnes  The  meere  confideration  of  fim  (as)  prefHmptior.s ,  afford 

thcmfclve^  ftrong  caufes  why  DaiU  fliould  pray  to  be  kept  back  from 
them  :•  for  though  every  fin  containes  a  natural  reafon  of  dif- 
like  and  forfakement  (every  fin  carrying  a  fou'c  quality  in  it , 
and  a  condemning  inconformity  )  yec  fome  finnes  arc  of  a 
deeper  cjyc,  and  of  a  more  crying  guile ,  and  of  a  darker  black- 
neffe,  and  of  a  more  wounding  iLarpnefsj^nd  of  a  loader  vilc- 
aelfe  then  other  fomc  arc. 
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Antony  f  which  higher  rarikj  of  iniquity  are  freffimfttiOMs  pns  Prcrumptuous 
unA  fintnnos ;  which  may  appear  thus.  fins  arc  a. 


alt 
fpot 

much  the  more  clearly  he  fees  his  vyay  to  fin  )  then    fhining  ning  light  we 
light  makes  it  m'uch  more  hainous,(/.)  when  knowledge  doth  as  finagainft,  ihc 
u  were  wreftle  in  the  confcicnce^when  it  doth  contend  ftrongly  ^^^"  ^^*  ^"• 
with  the  foul  by  force  of  evidence  and  plain  reafonnigs,co  ftay 
it:But  now  prcfumptuous  fins  and  fianings,  they  are  the  laying 
flat  (as  it  were)  of  (hining  light:  the  foul  doth(as  it  were){Luc 
its  eyes,and  l^op  its  ears,  it  doth  break  away  to  the  fin,  againft 
all  the  difcoverics  and  clear  impleading?  of  knowlcdg,  gain- 
faying  and  withdandingit,  the  prefumptuous  perfongocs  noc 
to  fin  ignorantIy,but  he  doth  it  oy  imprinted  light^fo  the  fin  as 
Gods  enemy  which  yet  he  will  embrace  as  his  friend ;  yea  the 
more  Inexcnf^^blethat  afirt  isythe  worfe  it  is;  when  little  or  no- 
thing can  be  faid  in  behalf  of  the  finerrthus  is  it  in  prefumptuous 
finingsjthe  man  cannot  fay  I  did  not  know  it,I  was  not  warned. 

1,  1  he  more  pride  of  heart  accord fanics  any  kind  of  fjnnlng ,  Themore pride 
this  makes  it  th  mors  vile :  for  pride    Vi^lS  up  the  point  of  the  of  heart  in  any 
iword  ,  it  fhakes  the  fpeare  againft  God  •*  when  the  will  of  ^^J^^^i\  ^^^ 
Cod  5  and  the  will  of  a  finner  come  into  a  competition  about  ^""  "  *'* 
finingjthen  pride  growes  hi^h;  ^/w  is  the  Lord  faith  Tharaoh 
that  III Oiild  let  Ifrael goe  ^.^y.o<^,  g.  ff'ho    is   Lord    over  us ^ 
faid  they  in  Vfdme  12.  when  the  heart  goes  proudly  to  fin ,  it 
will  acknowler^ge  noe  Lord,  but  its  o.vn  plcafurc,  and  no  rule, 
but  its  own  refo'.ution  ,  it  can  flight  a  precept ,  and  fco:-nc  a 
threatnin^.Now  prefumptuous  finnings  are  filled  with  pride; 
I  think  St.  Aufttne  had  an  aime  at  this,  in  his  expofition  of  this 
V,  when  he  rendered  the  reading  of  it  thus  ;  comine  fervum 
timm  afpiprblis ,  keep  back  thy  fervant  from  prides:  as  if  pride 
v\ere  knotted  and  folded, &  doubled  in  prcfumptuous  finnings, 
there  was  pride  and  pride  agam  in  that  heart  whi  A  durft  thus 
to  finne:   and  verily    fo  there  is  in  prefumptuous  finnings  ^ 
a  manifold  pride  ;  a  pride  of  judgement  to  approve  that  which 
God  hath  branded  and  condemned  ;  a  pride  of  will  to  rife  up 
to  that  which  God  would  have  the  finner  forbear.  A  pride  of 
fecurity  to  make  a  Sanfluary  for  the  ioul,  when   God   hath 
fhreatned  wrath,  &c,  L  ?.^^* 


&i- 
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5 .  rt^  wpr^  Imp  fide  my  a»d  hotdneffe  attends  a   finning  the 

rvorfc  it  is*  There  is  a  double  impudency   about  finning. 

One  of  def.nccy  when  the  finne  hath  been  committed ,  of 

The  morclm-  which  lam  not  now  to  fpeak,  which  is  no  more  but  to  paint 

pudency  in     ^  yvhorc,  or  to  cover  a  plain  fore,  to  make  that  feeme  good 

«Sil       which  really  IS  ftark  naught.  ^ 

Another  oi entrance^  when  thefinful  foui  layes  afide  all 
fliame,  and  fear,  and  modefty,  and  reitaincs,  and  arguments, 
laid  hc,whatfoevcr  may  be  faidcome  of  it,  whatfoever  may 
come,  yet  I  wiJ  on  ;  let  God  take  it  well,  or  take  it  ill  ,  Jet 
himbifeech  by  mercy,  or  warns  by  threarnings,  nothing 
moves,neither  my  peace  nor  comfort5nor  foul  prevail,nor  my 
fliamc,  nor  trouble,  nor  mifcry  keep  back.  But  thus  it  is  in 
prcfumpruous  finnings,  the  heart  is  bold  and  impudent ,  which 
can  look  {o  much  mercy  in  the  fac€,and  yet  will  dare  tofinnc, 
which  can  look  fo  many  threatnings  in  the  face,&  yet  wil  dare 
Nottr  to  (in,\vhich  c^n  look  its  own  great  mifery  (in  rcfpe<5l  of  the  iflue 

and  end  ofthe  finning)  in  the  face,  and  yet  will  dare  to  finne, 
my,  which  can  (perhaps  j  lock  many  former  experiences  of 
bittc  ncfs  and  anguifh  for  the  fame  fmfuladvcnturings ,  in  the 
face,  and  yet  will  dare  to  fin  :  putting  the  hand  into  the  fire 
agdn,  which  hath  burned  it,  and  venturni-:',  to  fv\im  in  thofe 
waters,  where  (had  not  Gods  mercy  flept  in)  the  foul  had  long 
fince  been  drowned.. 

4,   The  more  abnfe  of  mercy  concurs  to  the  finmag^  the  more 

hawoiult  ralfeth  the  Jims:  for  mercy  is  the  fweetcft  ftop  of  a 

/inner;  and  the  kindnefs  of  it  fhould  fmootb  off  the  fouIeVrom 

Mercy^'*ab  f-  ^^^^^^^^ '  ^'^^^^  ^^  mercy  but  that  unfneakable  readineffc  in 

«d,  the  more  *  ^^^  to  forgive  a  finncr  ;  a  gracious  wilhngnefTe  to  fit  down 

fealnousihciin.  ^^i^h  wrong  offered  ,  if  yet  the  finncr  will  come  in^  and  the 

abufingsof  it ,  are  affronts  to  the  hi ghcft  love.    But  now  in 

prefumptDous  finnings  mercy  isextreamly  abuied, 

Firf^,  In  that  It  h^h  not  Its  direEh  end  :  the  direft  end  of 
mercy  i^  to  awe,  and  takeep  off  the  heart  from  (inne  ;  Ty.re 
is  mercy  with  thee^  therefore  (halt  thou  he  f  are  :  Pfal.  i^o» 
But  theprcfumptuousfinner  is  kff:  fearful, becaufe  ood  is  io 
merciful,and  the  mereles  of  God  fhouldleadto  repent  anc  ,Ron>,2., 

ButthcprciUmptuousfinneryet  dares  to  hold  on  the  finful 

crade,  Se- 
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Secondly,  whentt  is?rtade  toferve  andte  erteonrage  fnr^e  \ 

0  thisis  thcimbafingofthat  high  and  tender  attribute  of 
God  ,  when  we  draw  out  from  his  goodneffe  to  embolden 
the  heart  to  wickedneffe ;  as  if  that  God  whofe  foulabhorres 
(inne,  would  let  fall  any  expreflion  to  hearten  a  (inner ,  yet 
thus  it  iswichtheprefumingfinner,  the  very  mercy  of  God 
makes  him  bold  to  fin  againft  God  ;  the  confidence  of  that 
eafinefs  in  God  to  forgive,  occafions  him  therefore  to  adven- 
ture and  multiply  tranfgreffions. 

^,  I.  reffca  of  others.  ctf^ 

David  had  good  reafons  to  pray  to  be  kept  from  prefumptu-         * 
ous  finnes  in  refpc6l  of  others  ;  as  well  as  in  refpe(5l  of  him- 
felf :  whither  you  confider  his  general  calling  (a  man  of  good- 
nefs,  or  his  particular  calling,  a  man  of  dignity  and  place)  but 

1  will  fold  them  both  together  :  thus  then,  ,  2.    %eafons.  1 

I.  Snch  ftnnesvpoHldhe  exemplary  and  noted:    There  are  His  fins wouM  I 

three  things  which  feta  man  upontne  ftage,  which  lift  up  his  be  exemplary, 
actions  on  high  to  the  eye  of  the  word. 

One  is  hps  powerful  and  al^ive  [anility  ;  a  very  hoty  man  is  a 
kindc  of  a  wondrous  fight,  after  which  many  eyes  arc  gazing: 
Godlineffe  is  a  very  rare  thing,  and  therefore  men  look  much 
upon  him  who  profeffeth  it. 

Another  is  his  fingular  dlmty :  lift  a  man  out  of  the  croud,  -^ 

advance  him  to  a  place  andfeat  of  honour  above  others,  how 
bufie  is  the  multitude  to  eye  ,  and  judge  ,  and  imitate  him. 
The  wayes  and  a6lions  of  great  perfons  (arc  ufually)th€  prcfenc 
copies  of  the  moft.  -^ 

A  third  hkis  »o  tor  Ions  mlfcarrlages  ,  which  are  like  the 
tayle  of  a  blazing  comet  ;  the  great  finning  of  good  orsreac 
men,  fall  irirtantly  into  common  difcourfe  and  f  perhaps;  al- 
fo  eafily  into  common  pra^ice.  Therefore  great  caufc  had 
BavU  to  pray  againft  prefumptuous  finnes ,  which  by  his 
pradice  might  prove  a  common  fnare,  for  who  will  not  con- 
fidently write  aft^r  that  finful  copy,  which  both  goodneffe  and 
greatneffehavebezun  :  that  which  the  great  man  doth  ,  the 
inferior  perfonwill  do  ;  and  that  which  the  good  man  doth, 
that  the  evil  man  thinks  he  may  now  lawfully  do:  tf  know- 
ledge will  venture,  ignorance  fuppofcth  ^X,  ic  may  fafely 

hz  follow^ 
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/oUow,  and  if  holincfle  will  adventure)  why  Should  profane- 
ncfs  be  fo  nice  as  to  flop :  The  way  or  fa6l  is  credited,  cichei: 
as  not  bad,  or  elfe  not  fo  dangerous,  where  cither  authority 
or  profeiTion  arc  leaders. 

Now  this  might  be  fomc  caufc  to  move  good  Davil  to  pray 
to  be  kept  back  from  prcfumptuous  finsjknowing  how  his  ani- 
ons were  capital  copies ,  wrote  in  Text  Letters :   And  that 
the  (innings  of  great  men  are  like  the  fallings  of  Cedars , 
which  bring  do  vne  with   them  to  the  ground  many  lowr 
er   jfhrubs:    And  that  the  (innings   of  good  men  are  eafily 
fnares ,  whereby  other  men  would  encourage  and  deceive 
themfelves. 
HisHns  woold       2.  Such  finnlngs  from  hint  would  be  trophies  to  evil  men  : 
be  trophic*  lo  { i\^^i^  arc  three  things  which  fladi  evil  hearts. 
CT  men.  q^^  -^  ^^   accompliihing  of  their  own  projefts  and 

.    .7  lufts. 

Another  is  the  diftrefles  of  the  Church;  Aha^  fowonld 
we  have  It, 

A  third  is  the  great  falls  of  good  men,  now  like  the  dog 
•  they  will  bark  and  infult  over  the  wounded  Lion  :  A.good 
■mans  (ins,  which  are  his  VYOund,and  Gods  difhonour,  is  their 
day  of  mirth  and  fport. 

.;    I  obferve  that  there  arc  three  mouths  which  the  higher  fin- 
nings  of  good  men  do  open . 

The  mouth  of  (jW,  Ghow  his  word  thunder<;  hi?  difplea- 
fure  againfl:  the  foul  of  fuch  an  one  who  h  come  fo  neerc  un- 
^'.  to  him, and  yet  hath  adventured  thus  to  fin  againft  him  ,  docft 

;  thou  thus  requite  the  Lord.  •         ^ 

t  The  mouth  of  con-clence^  if  we  do  well  and  keep  upri^'htly 

-with  God,  then  the  mouth  of  confci^ncc  ycelds  words  of 
oyle  and  peace  (^it  exceedingly  excufeth,  comforteth,  acquit- 
teth,  upholdeth,  &c.)  but  if  we  wickedly  rranfgrefs  and  ex- 
ceed infirmities,  O  then  the  mouth  of  conk  ience  proves  like 
the  mouth  of  the  fword  ,  it  fpcaks  with  {harpneffe,and  wound- 
ings,  and  terrible  amazement,  &c.  hreAh^  ths  bones  of  Bavldy 
Pfal.^i.  makes  hlni  roar  ^Vii\A  2,  ' 

The-  -mouthjofi  £vii  men ;  -  <Npvy  their  voice  is  fet  on  high, 
the  truijipcus  ftt  to  their  mouth 3  O. what  RagingSjRaylings, 

Girdims 
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^  Gildings,  Scoffinos,  Obloquies,  and  Blafphemics  are  inftantly 
heaped  upon  Religion  and  Prcfcflion ,  yea,  rhefc are  they , 
this  is  their  holinefs  ,  this  their  profelTion,  this  their  nicencfs , 
this  the  hypocrifie  of  them  all.    Now  (perhaps)  this  alfo 
might  move  David  to  pray  to  be  kept  back  from  prcfumptu- 
ous  iiins ,  though  not  th^  immediate,  yet  the  colateral  reafon, 
viz.,  bccaufe  he  mi-;ht  not  give  occafion  to  the  Adverfary , 
that  God  might  not  fuffcr  by  him,  nor  Religion  by  him,  that 
he  might  not  fad  the  hearts  of  the  righteous,  nor  weaken  the 
Glory  of  holinefs,  nor  ftrerch  the  mouths  of  them  who  can 
blefs  themfelves  in  a  courfe  of  vilenefs ,  and  yet  curfe  and 
accufe  the  godly  for  particular  fa^^s  only..  InrcfpcA  of 

4.  In  reffeti  of  God,  God. 

Here  alfo  might  David  frame  ftrong  and  fingular  reafons  ta 
be  kept  back  from  prcfumptuous  fins.    I  know  there  is  no-      «    , 
thing  in  God  which  a  good  heart  might  not  urge  as  a  fufficient    '     ^*  ^"'"^^ 
argument  againft  any  fin.;  but  I  will  contract  my  thoughts  and 
matter.  .  ' 

T.  lif^hat  God  had  heent9  him ^  mioht  caufe  him  to  pray  „„    ^  ,,    . 
againftprefu-nptuoHsfins.  .  .     Kto.'* 

Fsr  h  s  temporal  ktmij^efs^hit  was  exceeding  great, .  he  raif- 
ed  him  from  the  crook  to  the  Scepter,  from  the  Shepherds 
cent  to  the  Kings  Throne ,  and  now  after  all  this,  to  anfwer 
fo  great  goodneis  with  great  finfulnefsjthis  would  be  a  high' de- 
gree of  odious  unrhankfulnefs. 

^  f^is  fiirit^al  kjndnd^s^  that  was  more  then  the  former,  he 
did  ^^i  his  love  uponhim,  and  made  him  a  pcrfon  after  his  own 
heart,  give  unto  him  his  good  Spirit  of  grace  and  joy,  com- 
forted his  foul  in  many  adverfitics,  compaffe  ^  him  about  with 
favour,  as  with  a  fhiel-],  heard  his  prayers ,  granted  him  the 
dcfires  of  his  foul  :  O  then,  how  fhould  David  do  fuch  great 
wickednefs,  and  fin  againft  his  God  !  God  forbid  that  David 
fliould  put  forth  an  hand  to  fuch  an  high  kind  of  finnin^^,  who^' 
had  received  from  thchmd  of  \\u  God  fuch  high  kinds  of 
mercy  and  goodnefs ;  Mercy  (hould  make  the  greatcft  diftance 
twixt  us  and  fin,  and  caufe  th^  purer  walking  twixt  us  and 

2 .   PVhit  hw/ts  to  God ,  Why  ?  D^vld  was  his  fcrvanc  (fee  God, 

L  3  the 


tmmJ^» 
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the  Text  )  and  prcfumptuous  finningsarc  high  oppofitions  to 
our  icrvice  of  God :  David  was  his  child ,  his  fon  ;  and  prc- 
fumptuous finnings  are  great,  at  leaft  incongruities  to  the  way 
of  filial  obwdience.     ShmldfKch  a  man  m  1  flesf  faid  Nehemi'^ 
ah :  fo  here,  ftiould  fuch  a  man  as  Davld^  ^ne  to  whom  God 
was  fo  near^  one  who  was  fo  near  to  God,  Oiould  he  break 
out  into  the  ways  of  Rebellions,  into  the  a^^s  of  an  enemy , 
into  the  paths  of  hoftiiity  ?  not  only  fin,  (  which  may  befall 
the  bcff)  but  fin  prcfumptuoufly,  which  befals  the  worit ,  not 
only  to  be  furprifedby  temptation,  but  alio  to  dare  one  in  a 
fin  by  a  proud  prefumption  :  What  for  a  child  to  take  arms 
againft  his  Father,  for  a  hoyi  David  to  fin  with  fo  high  a  band 
againft  fogooda  God,  andfoprofefl'cd  a  Father  z'  no  marvel 
that  he  fears,  and  prayes,  and  that  earncftly,  Ln-dy  Keep  hack^ 
thy  ferv ant  from  frefHmptHOHs  fins. 

No  other  might  be  expe£^ed  from  men  profefling  them- 
Telves  haters  of  God,  and  Lover  of  fin:  but  for  a  friend,  for 
afcrvant,  for  a  child,  how  can  my  God  rake  fuch  vile  dif- 
honors  from  me  ?  and  who  will  honour  him,  if  his  own 
Should  adventure,  and  prefume  thsu  to  dif-glory  his  name , 
and  wrong  his,  and  their  relation? 


*»WM-M«M 


SECT.  IV. 

Vfei,  IVT^^  ^  flialldefcend  to  the  ufcfull  Applications  of  this 
J.\l  point  unto  our  fclvcs  :  there  are  four  general  ufes  which 
may  flow  from  this  prayer  of  David,  i.  Of  Inilruftion. 
2.  Of  Examination.    3.  Of  Exhortation.  4.  Dircftion. 

Inftfuaion  .  I.  For  Inftruaion. 

It  may  inftruft  and  inform  u%  in  divers  partticuars,  vh. 

I.  To  fee  our  own  danger ;  as  the  prayers  of  holy  men  for 

See  our  own    good  things,  fliould  learn  us  faith  and  hope ;  fo  their  prayers 

aanger,  againft  great  fins  fliould  teach  us  fear  and  watchfulncfs.  There 

is  a  ftory  oi  an  heathen  man,  who  prayed  to  Jnflter  to  be 

fayed  from  his  enemies,  one  who  heard  him  fo  petitioning , 

willed  hiiu  to  meed  bis  fuit,  and  to  dcfire  Jnpiter  to  fave  him 

from 
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from  his  friend,  for  he  truftcd  them  more,  and  therefore  they 
might  do  him  molt  hurr.  I  would  add  one  thing  more  to 
have  mended  chat  petition  alfo  :  He  fhould  have  prayed  to  have 
b;:en  faved  from  hi.nfelf ;  for  there  is  more  danger  in  our 
feJvesy  th^n  in  all  enemies  or  friends. 

O  Brethren,  we  carry  about  with  us  vile  natures,  and  trea- 
cherous hearts :  Even  thofe  abominations  which  fometimes 
we  could  have  trembled  at,  unto  them  will  our  wicked  kWcs 
deliver  our  felves>  if  God  keep  us  not  back.     Natural  cor- 
ruptions will  bid  fair  for  the  foulcft  commilfions ;  and  that  the 
match  is  not  finiihed  and  a6led>  it  is  nor  becaule  we  want 
hearts,  but  bccaufe  God  rcftrains  and  hinders.     OHyfenl  is 
ev^n  among  Ljonsy  faid  David  i   In  another  cafe,  affu redly  our 
foul  dwcls  with  fuch  a  nature,  as  will  not  diftinguilli    twixc 
fmall  and  great,  but  is  then  moft  like  it  felf,  when  it  is  boyling 
in  the  vi(eft  degrees  of  (Inning. 

Tho  temptations  cannot  be  fo  black  and  foul,  but  our  cor- 
rupt hearts  would  eafily  kindle  by  them,  and  we  fhould  em- 
brace them,  unlefs  there  were  a  God  toftay  and  flop  us :  you 
know  ihit  Haz,aely  when  the  Prophet  wept,  and  told  him  of 
that  Savage  and  barbarous  Cruelty  which  fliould  break  f  om 
him  in  ripning  up  the  woman,  and  butchering  of  the  Chil- 
dren :  If  thy  fervant  a  dog  f  faid  he,^.^.I  abhor  the  thoughts 
of  fuch  unnatural  villany  ;  and  yet  being  left  to  himfcif,  he 
foon  a6ledth  It  which  now  he  fecmed  to  abominate:  even 
ihofe  fins  which  made  a  cry  to  heaven,  as  ^^/«/  mur-  'er>  and 
SodomswTic\^in\t^si  and  the  mighty  fins  which  th^  Prophet 
touched  at,  yei,  and  thchij;heft  and  ftouteft  rebellions,  they 
have  all  of  them  in  all  men  a  natural  foundation  ,  and  feed 
and  principle. 

Secondly,  Not  to  boafi  our  fe/ves  of  our  flmding.     Learn  ^'^^  «ot  our 
PWjcounfelthoughly,  Lethlm  that  fiends  take  heiiejl  he^^^^^^^'^  """^ 
fall^  I  Cor.  10. 1 2.     Even  thou  which  hii\  heretofore  bitterly    *"  '"^' 
judged  another  for  his  finnings,  art  novin  the  fime  tranf- 
greifion,  and  thy  confcienceis  all  over  running  with  blood  ^ 
either  thus  rhou  arc,  or  thus  thou  mayfl  be. 

There  hi  four  things  which  the  great  falk  of  others  fliould  ^^^^' 
work  inusj/s';^,. 

2.  Greor 
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1.  ^rmt  compajfion  :  It  is  an  ill  heart  which  can  re  Joyce  at 
other  men  fins,  and  k  is  never  right  with  us  uncill  vve  can  hate 
our  own  (ins,  and  flied  tears  for  others, 

2.  Humhlinjr^fear^  C^nfi  Bering  thy  [elf  y  I  ell  thoy.  alfo  bs 
temptedyGzl.  6,  i.  Thy  Glafs  is  made  of  the  fame  brittle 
metcal,  and  that  it  falls  norland  breaks,  it  is  becaufeofthe 
hand  yet  holds  it,  not  becaufc  it  keeps  it  fclf.  If  God  fhould 
permit  Smn to  winfjfw  thee^  thou  wouldft  (perhaps)  more 

readily  deny  Chrill,  and  his  truths,  then  ever  Pf/^fr  did:  m.iny 
a  man  hath  found  limbs,  becaufe  he  was  never  in  the  field  at 
battle. 

3.  Earneflr  prayer  for  continued  a/Tiftance :  forafmuch  as 
though  our  Combats  and  dangers  arc  here  below,  yet  our 
guards  and  fafc-comes  are  there  above,  and  only  there.    - 

^,  Tender  jealo!i[ie.     When  others  fall  into  fin,  it  is  good 
for  us  to  fall  upon  our  knees,  and  watch,  fince  our  forbea- 
rance depends  not  on  the  b^tternefs  of  our  nature,  or  great- 
nefsoF  ourtl:rength,but  on  the  efficacy  of  Gods  preventing 
,     .  and  alfifling  grace. 
htN-rrintbe        Thirdly,  You  may  here  learn,  nvhatweaknefs  there  Is'wthc 
AtoagtSt  Chrl*  fi^^^i^fi  Chr'iftim:  all  his  own  ftrength  is  not  fufficient  for 
ilian.  him  agamft  temptation  or  fin :  if  any  thin^  could  keep  off  fin, 

it  is  grace,  but  grace  needs  help,  as  well  as  fin  needs  a  bridie  : 
Hold  thou  me  up  y  faid  Davldy  [0  (hall  I  be  fafcy  pfalmiiP, 
Look  as  it  mufl  be  a  divine  Power  which  implants  Grace ,  fo  it 
muft  be  an  Almighty  hand  which  muft  mantainit:  wccan 
neither  form  our  own  hearts,  nor  conquer  our  own  lurts :  What 
would  become  of  the  Child,  if  the  Nurfe  did  not  hold  him  f 
And  whether  would  the  fhip  be  driven  by  a  Tempefl,  had  it 
not  a  pilot  10  fleer  and  order  it*'  None  can  fay  what  fliip- 
wracks  would  befall  even  a  good  foul,  were  it  not  continually 
preferved  and  lookt  unto  by  agoodGod.  Ourflrength  ana 
fafety  is  more  in  the  name  of  God  and  Chrill,  then  in  our  own 
defence  :  hence  it  is  that  our  Saviour  commended  that  peti- 
tion, even  to  the  bed)  {Lead  hs  mt  into  temp' atloyi)  not  that 
God  tempts  any  man  to  evil,  but  that  Satan  would  eafily  lead 
us  into  fin  :  Did  not  God  lead  us  out  ?  his  fu^gcfHons  are  craf- 
ty, his  temptations  ftrong,  our  heairts  deceitful!  >  our  graces 

weak^ 
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weak,  our  hands  feeble,  our  refolutions  inrufficienc,  fo  that 
we  may  all  cry  out  in  this  cafe,  as  Peter  in  another,  He/p  Ma- 
ficr^  orelfe  weperif^, 

Tis  true,  we  muft  refift,  and  we  muft  handle  all  our  wea-  Ql^je^, 
pons,  and  we  muft  feek,  and  we  muft  refolvc,  and  we  muft 
(ludy,  and  we  muft  hear,  and  we  muft  read,  and  we  muft  de- 
cline, but  m  all  thefe,  yea,  with  all  thefe,  yea,  above  all  thefc, 
we  miift  take  in  the  Lord,  and  depend  upon  his  help,  Lordy 
^Keep  back^thy  fenant^  or  clfe  none  of  thefc  (  without  him  ) 
will  keep  off  the  fin.  That  loul  is  moft  kept  from  fin  which 
keeps  moft  to  God  :  None  can  keep  up  a  foul,  keep  off  a  fin  , 
keep  back  a  temptation,  fo  as  God  can  do. 


SfU 


SECT.  V. 

2.  Of  Examination,  ^  ^r^^ 

£ximintnon> 

NOW  kt  us  come  yet  more  clofe  to  our  own  hearts ,  Da- 
vids care  is  here  againft  prefumptuous  fins ;  But  h&jv 
ftands  it  with  o fir  [oh  Is  ?  Arc  we  in  the  fhallows  only,  or  have 
we  adventured  into  the  deeps  ?  it  is  true,  that  there  are  fome 
prefumptuous  finnings  which  are  paft  all  ftiore,  they  are  out  -^  -     ^ 

of  the  reach  of  all  recovery,  therefore  I  meddle  not  with  fHmmulusfii^ 
them ;  but  then  there  are  other  Degrees  which  are^'hongh  very  ^ing  very  fcar- 
fearfull^  "jet  recoverable^  Confider ,  ful,y«  rccovet- 

1,  Trefuntptuoiu  finnings  arife  more  from  the  manner  theri  *^^^' 

the  matter ,  it    is  not  alwayes  fo  much  what  is   done  ,  as  Pf«f"i^.Pf«^"* 
how  the  foul  behaves  it  felf  in  the  finnim> ,  which  make  it  moVfrom  the 
prefumptuous  :  A  little  fin  commited  withanhi^hfpiritmay  manner  then  " 
therefore  prove  an  high  fin.  the  matter, 

2,  Again,  In  times  of  much  light -^'^ithcr  there  Is  much  formal  ^^^'^^^^  ^^^ 

and  expllcite  prsfumptierj^  or  elfe  vcrtual  and  interpretative  pre-  ^|6"^^°^''^  ^5 
r  •         r  L        r  L  •       n*      1   J         r   L  Ji  Cither  formal 

iumption  :  for  where  fo  much  is  aftorded  to  lighten  and  keep  ^^  virtual  pre* 
back,  it  muft  be  reputed  as  prefumptuous ,  yet  to  adventure  fumption. 
on.  Habitital  pre* 

3 ,  There  is  Habitual prefumption^  when  a  man  will  hold  on  ^un^pflon  and 
in  a  courfeand  vvay^  of  finning :  and  there  is  particular  pre-  r*[J,p;^on/"* 
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fHmplonin  refpe6l  of  this  or  that  fa6l;  now  oiae  of  thefe  moft 

men  do  touch  upon. 
I  know  you  like  not  to  hz  handled  roughly  in  this  thin  ^  :  fuch 

is  our  hearts,  we  had  rather  have  our  fins  concealed  then  un- 
Drcovcriesof  cafed,  and  ftill  conceive  that  we  are  noi  fo  bad  as  rheworft, 
f>^.^ciu/nptoous    therefore   let  mc  propound  things   unto  you  more  gene- 

innings.  ^^^^^^ 

When  men  I  •  What  call  you  that  kind  of  iinning,  PFhen  we  ot^r  fdves 

venture  upon    rslll  venture  npn  the  [ame  ftns  vfhich  we  condemn  In  others  > 
the  fame  tmi     Rom.2. 1 .  Thifu  art  inexCHfahle-i  O  man^  whosoever  thoH  art  that 

inoV^"^^"^"-^^^*^^"^*  /^^  wherein  thou  ju^ge/  another,  thoHCondemnefl  thy 

felf^  fer  thou  that  judge  Ft  dofl  the  fame  things. 
When  the  2,  What  kind  of  finning  call  you  that ,  when  the  heart  will 

heart  will  watntttm  Us  way  aiainft  the  %evelations  of  wraths  (I)  thoush 

mantain  iti       ^    j  .    ^    ^      -^  j   j       u     -^    -    /i   r    1      '^  -      .0 

way  againft     ^^^  proclaims  vengeance  and  death  againR  fuch  a  finning 

rerelation  of   vvay  ;  ^ct  the  man  will  adventure  on  in  the  commifTion:  I  fay, 

wiatb.  will  adventure:  for  through  weaknefsaman  maybetroden 

down  ;  but  it  is  a  ftoutnefs  when  he  will  break  through  the 

Army  :  when  a  perfon  will  through  the  pikes  ,  he  will  koc 

give  up  his  worldly  and  fiefhly  lufts  ,  though  the  heavens  be 

darkened  round  about  his  foul  with  thrcatnings ;  is  not  this 

prefumptuous  finning? 

When  tbcfoul      3-  What  kind  of  finning  call  you  that,  when  the  foul  fup^ 

fuppreffeth       prejfeth  truths  and  holds  backjhe  light  for  unrlghteoufnefs  rakf  ? 

truth*  when  it  knows  the  faft  or  way  to  be  ifinfuU,  and  yet  will  not 

be  held  back. 
When  a  man        4.  What  is  it  for  a  perfcn  to  hlefs  hlmfelf  In  his  way^  and  to^ 
jbleffeth  him-     protect  himfelf  when  God  hath  curfed  his  fa6ts ;  to  fay,  none 
Wf  inafinfull  ^f  this  evil  fhall  befall  mc  ,  hut^  to  morrow  (hall  he  as  to  day  : 
The  Prophet  Is  afool^  and  the  [pirltnal  man  Is  mad  :  God  will 
not  do  as  he  reports,thereforefbuj  take  thine  eafe,thy  courfe, 
let  us  eat  and  drink ,  and  t6  our  fins  Hill. 
When  men  wll       ^.  What  is  that,  when  men  will  not  repent  till  they  be  old  ^ 
"•'  L*^^?  '^^^  ^^  rfW;'  to  die  y  and  till  then  will  continue  upon  that  fcore  of 
tiiey  be  old.       finning,  upon  a  prefumption  that  fin  will  be  eafily  difcharged, 
When  men  re-  and  Mercy  prefently  had  ? 

turn  to  thofe  ^^  What  is  that  Returning  of  the  fonl  to  afaB  or  way  .which 

^Jiblttc^^^  />  hath  found  to  be  bitter  alreadyl^nd  though  it  bath  found  Hell 
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in  the  confcience  for  the  fame  finning,  ycc  it  will  break  out 
again  upon  a  hope  of  great  mercy. 

Ob]cci.  Yea,  But  alas!  The  heft  have  their  wfirmltUs  and 
cfcapes :  we  think  no  hurt,  and  God  knows  our  hearts,  fin  we 
do,  and  who  dorh  not  ?  but  it  is  not  through  prefumption , 
but  through  infirmity.  The  fpirit  is  ready,  but  the  flelK  is 
weak;  we  lUil  carry  fleOi  and  mood  about  us,  it  is  our  wcak- 
nefs,  and  God  we  trull  is  mercifull. 

Sol,  It  is  moft  true,  that  the  bed  are  fick,  and  the  ftrongcft 
are  weak,  but  then  it  is  as  true  that  the  heart  is  deceitful! ,  and 
fin  isfubrile,  and  men  are  apt  to  raife  themfelvcs  in  a  falfc 
opinion  of  their  fafctics,  and  to  extenuate  the  height  and  parts 
of  their  (inning. 

But  to  the  objc^ion,  I  will  briefly  difcovcr  unto  you,  whe-  Four  tbing«: 
ther  your  finnin^s  fall  from  Ufirmityy  or  elfe  proceed  from  Whether  ow 

FrefHmftlon.  /jnnin^sbe 

This  muft  be  granted  in  the  general.  ^^°«»  inhraiity 

1.  There  arc  fins  of  Infirmity  as  well  as  of  Prefumption.      °^^  P'^«i»°^Pa' 

2.  Infirmities  arc  of  two  forts. 

1.  Meer  Infirmities,  fins  arifing  from  meer  weakncfs  with- 
t)ut  any  deliberation  of  the  mind  or  choice  of  the  Will,  as 
fuddain  evil  thou-,hts,  words,  deeds,  dulneffes,  defcdls,  fhoic-    .> 
Jiefs  in  ^ood,c^f . 

2,  Mixt,  which  have  a  tangc  of  prefumption  ,  but  not 
cnouL^h  to  make  the  fin  to  be  prcfumptuous;  A  knowledje,  but 
not  a  practical  Judgement,pro  hlc  &  mnc-Som^  apprehenhon, 
bur  not  a  perfc6l  deliberation  :  fuddain  pafiions  perplexing 
the  Judgement ,  and  dazling  of  it ;  Inadvertencies,  Incon- 
fiderarions.     But  more  particularly  , 

I,    ABs   owning     themselves  to   wfirmltie  ^    depe^td   «?^y?  Infiriwtics  de» 
Hpon  cutveard  ftrength '  they  have  not  fuch  an  entire  caufality  P^"^  ^^^  ^P^ 
from  the  fubje6l,  but  are  produced  from  unequal  power ;  It  2"  ^°T^'^ 
is  granted,  that  even  a  good  heart  may  yet  be  found  in  the    ""'"S^  ' 
dirt ,  it  maybe  overtaken  with  fome  particular  h^s  which 
are  ftark  naught  ;  but  this  irregular  a6lion  arifeth  principally 
from  a  ttrength  of  temptation  ,    which  exceeds  the  afiual 
ftrength  of  the  renewed  heart:  like  a  man  in  a  crowd,  though 
h?  ftrivcs  another  way,  yet  is  oVer-born  ,  he  \s  over-fet,  he 
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is  carried  down,  for  all  his  firength  cannot  ilioulder  off  the 
•^crowd,  he  is  coo  we;;k :  So  when  a  man  fins  through  inlirmity, 
t.here  is  a  nature  which  refifts ,  as  T^^^/had  a  L-rn?  /;;  his  ml  d^ 
TO  erring  ^^igainft  the  Law  of  his  me  b^rs  ^  Rom.  7.  yet  the 
ftrengrh  of  rhat  Cinfull  Law  did  over -bear  the  re{iiU!ig  (iren.  th 
of  his  renewed  mind,  in  rcfpe^l:  ofp.irticularfad';,&  therefo  3; 
-  theadls  wereafts  of  innrmity.     Buc  whjt  is  this  to  hi  n  vvhofc 

heart  is  fet  on  wickedncfs,  who  ima  in  th  finfull  devices,  who 
fiiapes  and  contrives  his  way  of  linnin.:>  a  ho  tempts  even 
fin  it  fclf  to  fin,  whofe  finnings  arifc  from  affe6^ion,not  from 
temptation ,  who  provokes  his  corruption  to  get  out ,  vvho  is 
a  devil  to  his  own  heart,  inclininj;  and  ftir  ing  it   to  finfull 
commiffions,  were  our  finnin,s  fpringin ;  from  a  full  prin- 
ciple, from  a  nature  giving  out  it  felf ,  and  that  alone,  I  can- 
not judge  them  to  be  infirmities, 
InHrmiticj  are       ^*  -^.^^^  ^f  Infirmity ^  are  not  h^Mtnal-i  hut  f articular  '^  they 
not  habvual     are  rather  tranficnt  then  permanent  adis  i.they  are  a£^s,  but 
bwtpariicular.  not  ecntinued  adls,  like  a.  land-flood,  not  like  a  river  ;  and 
the  reafons  of  it  are  thefe. 
Kote.  ^  .Partly  becaufc  they  fpring  from  Temptation^  which  though 

it  may  now  and  then  over-reach  the  foul,  yet  the  rencved 
heart  obfcrving  the  flight  of  Satan  ,  and  the  imbeciiiity  of 
it  fclf,  provides  therefore  for  ftronger  defence  and  ftren^th 
to  rcfift.  Aud, 

2.  Partly  b^ecaufe  They  flow  fr§m  fafflon  and  fadden  dlflem^ 
fet-j  which  is  not  a  conrtant  inclination,  but  ©nly  a  fit,  a  pre- 
fent  violence. 

D^t//^  inafuddenPaffion,  will  kill  A^/*^^/,  and  every  mo- 
thers child,  but  when  Abigail  met ,  and  a{Iwa^;ed  him,  and 
made  him  undcrftand  reafon,  he  was  quite  from  hisprojc6ls  : 
\  But  now  where  thin^^s  fall  into  a  habit,  into  a  courfe  ,  into  a 

common  pra^^ife,  when  a  man  is  every  day  at  his  fin,  when  it 
proves  an  haunt,  this  cannot  be  called  a  bufinefs  of  infirmi- 
ty :  when  our  a6tions  run,  and  fall  into  a  kind  of  naturalnefs 
and  cuftom,  that  a  man  is  always  tiplin^jjand  alwayes  fwearing, 
and  alwayes  filching,  and  alwayes  lying,  when  the  way  of  his 
fin  is  a  Trade,  why  this  is  no  more  to  be  reputed  an  infirmity , 
then  for  a  Mariner  to  be  in  hi§  j(bip>  or  a  Tradefrman  to  be  in 
hisfliop.   '  Thirdly  p 
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Third  y,  fiUs  of  Infirmity  ars  involnntar)  acis  :  the  man  doth  Infirmities  are 
them,  buc  the  will  is  againft  theni  :  ths  evil  which  I  would  mt  inv^luQUry 
do^rhat  do  I ^(M  Paul ^ in 'l{pm, J,  As  the  fad  oppofeth   the       * 
Law,  fo  that  will  oppofeth  the  fail:,  k  is    that  which  a  mans 
judgment  diiapprovcs  and  which  his  will  is  averfe  fro  n.     The 
traveller,his  will  is  to  go  the  right  way,  and  in  that  to  ihnd.yct 
he  may  ftumble  and  fall  do.vn,  and  this  may  b^  called  an  in- 
firmity:  Buc  if  he  be  himfelf,  and  fhould  put  off  his  cioachs, 
and  lay  himfelf  down  in  the  dirt,  this  were  an  a6l  of  a  vo- 
luntary madnePc  ;  fowhena  man  fets  himfelf  to  fin,    when 
he  will  go  and  wallow  in  the  m_irc  ;  when  with  Ahab^  he  fells 
himfelf  to  work  wick^dneffey  that  he  doth  bargaine  away    his 
foul  for  a  fin  ,  when  he  gives;  up  himfelf  ro  uncleannefs  with 
greedinefs ,  this  is  no  infirmity,  it  is  a  height  of  proud  prefum- 
ption  ;  Buc  through  infirmity  of  prevalent  re-fiftance,  agood 
man  may  be  fold  under  fi^^zs  P anight  may  ht  led  capiv e^hzms, 
ovcr-furprized,  he  may  be  led  with  Peter^  that   way  y   or  to 
that  fa6t^  which  yet  he  would  not  willingly  do. 

Fourthly,  ^^j  of  infirmity  is  not  a  ft  ate  of  qtiietneffe  ,  or  coo-  j.  .     . . 
fiftcncc,  C/.)  if  a  man  fins  from  a  weaknelle  of  withrtanding   "/Ja"!.*  f^ 
grace  ;  Though  the  temptation  hath  been  his  conquelt,  yetms  quictneffc^ 
(inning  fhall  be  his  trouble  ;  weak  ftrengch  in  grace,  though 
it  be  not  alwayes  actually  fufficient  to  prevent  fin  ;  yet  it  will 
be  able  to  melt  the  foul  for  it ,  if  temptation  hath  furprized 
the  foul  to  fin,  grace  wi  1  then  furprife  the  foul  to  mourne  5 . 
neither  will  it  \\^  with  fin  upon  it ;  Even  a  weak  child  thrown 
down>  will  be  fcramblinL^  up  or'  crying  for   fome  to  raife  it ; 
But  if  the  places  of  our  fall  be  the  places  of  our  peace  and  of 
our  re(^,  it  is  a  bad  fisne  that  our  finniniis  exceed  infirmities  : 
when  the  finnini^  is  to  us,  as  the  fea  to  the  fifh,or  as  the  centre 
to  the  ftone^or  as  the  bed  to  the  labouring  man  \  this  is  no  in^ 
iirmity. 

,  Fifthly,  in  finfnl  oB'  of  infirmitifSj  the  heart  06  it  intends  not 
fin^it  condemns  fm  ;  th-  heart  is  more  fenfible,warchfui, prayer-  In  Inffrmlties 
ful  aiiainft  it ,  and  exceedingly  ftrives  to  mtoitifie  it ,  and  iub-  «he  heart  is  a; 
due  it.  S«^"^^  fio' 
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SECT,  vi: 

5,  Of    Exhortatlofi, 

IBxhortation^to     A      jhird  Ufe  fhall  be   to  exhort  us  to  imtate  holy  D>r- 

be  careful  to     y-^  'j;/^  in  zc^re  ao^^a'infi  prefHmitffousJifines^znd  10  be  kept 
DC  kept  back      ,      .    -  ,^^  o^/fj/  j         f  r 

from  preiuoip-  ^ack  froin  them. 
tuousfins.  Confider  lenoully  a  few  thitigs. 

Confider.  i.  It  is  a  greeu  ludgeme/n  to  he  left  to  our  fdves  :  to  be  gi- 

Ic  IS  a  |reat  yen  up  to  a  mans  own  heart,  to  be  given  up  to  Swan  ,  to  be 
judgement  to  giy^n  up  to  vile  affe6tions,to  a  reprobate  fenfe ,  to  our  own 
fclves'  ^^^^  coancels  and  wayes.  As  if  God  iliould  fdy  to  aperfon ,  I  have 
dealt  with  i\\z^  by  my  mercies ,  but  thou  wilt  be  unrighteous 
Note^  ftill  -,  1  have  dealt  with    thee  by  my  ndgemems  ,  but  thou 

wilt  hold  fall  thy  wickcdncfs  (HIl ;  I  have  dealt  with  thee  by 
my  word  and  counfels,  but  thou  wilt  proceed  on  in  thy  linning 
ftiil ;  I  have  dealt  with  thee  by  my  fpirit  in  many  convictions 
and  motions ,  but  thou  wilt  linne  /lill ;  I  have  dealt  with 
thee  by  repr&ofs-^  and  checks,  and  troubles  of  confcience ,  but 
thy  heart  is  fet  in  thee  to  fm  (iili :  Since  thou  wilt  be  unrigh- 
teous, thou  fhalt  be  unri  hteousiUlI,  fince  thou  wilt  be  fil- 
thy, thou  iKalt  be  fo  ftil  >I  will  leave  thee  unto  the  hands  of  5«- 
tanwhoTvorkj  mightily  inthe  chll  ren  of  dlfohedief^ce  ^  and  he 
iliall  take  thee  captive  at  his  pleafure  ;  I  will  leave  thee  to 
the  vilencffc  of  thy  own  finful  nature,  that  fince  thou  wilt  not 
hearken  unto  me,  thou  ilialt  fas  thoudefire(i)  vvithall  grec- 
dincfs  fulfil  the  lufl:  thereof ,  but  I  will  withdraw  from  thee 
in  my  mercy,  and  in  my  loving  care :  go  on,  and  fill  up  the 
mcafure  of  thy  iniquity  and  of  wrath  :  why  brethren,  this  is  a 
fad  and  forlorn  condition  ;  v\hat  is  the  eftare  of  the  patient, 
when  the  Phyfician  gives  him  off ,  and  rclinquiflieth  him  to 
his  own  fick  palate ,  and  his  own  vain  appetite  and  diet,  why 
faith  he,  phyfick  will  do  him  no  good,  it  is  in  vain  to  pre- 
fcribe  him  rules,  \ti  him  do  on  ,  take  what  he  will,  I  fee  well 
^  he  is  a  dead  mm ;  thus  ic  is  with  him  whom  God  leaves  unto 

faimf^lf. 

Surely 
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Surely  there  is  not  a  more  direful  judgement  then  for  God 
to  give  over  his  keeping  of  us:  v\bithcr  will  not  our  wicked 
hearts  carry  us  ?  what  will  not  finne  (left  toitfelfj  dare  to 
do  ?  how  outragioufly  will  it  fwell  f  how  irrecoverably 
>vill  it  fink  the  foul  ?  all  helps  are  little  enough  to  bouna 
and  keep  infinne,  but  if  it  be  left  to  its  own  force  and  vio- 
lence ,  then  like  the  fea  without  a  ihore ,  what  a  deluge  it 

makes.  .     T  r 

2.  To  finne  uf on  pre fumftHGHS  grounds ^upon  a  prefumptlon  *°"'^"P°"  • 
of  mercy  ^  is  the  next  way  to  cutm  off  from  mercy:  Know  e  Ft  thoti  ^^  Mercy,  it 
not  O  man  that  the  kindneffe  ^  and  lorn -fufferlng^  and  mercy  of  tht  next  way 
Godfhonld  lead  thee  to  repentance 'y  but  thoH   through  thy  hard- tJCMtoSfiom 
nejfe  and  impcmtency  cf  thy  hearty  treafarefi  unto  thy  [elf  wrath  ™«fcy« 
aqalnfltht  day  of  wrath ^  Rom»2.4,5;.  God  will  not  be  mer- 
ciful to  the  wicked    tranJgreilor ,    but  he  will  wound  the 
hairy  fcalp  of  fuch  a  one  who  goes  on  (lill  in  his  fins  :   Mer- 
cy is  a  fweet  City  of  refuge  to  the  penitent  (inner,  but  juflice 
will  tear  oflf  the  prefumptuous  finner,  even  from  the  homes 
of  the  Altar :   God  never  yet  bA.6.  that  he  would  forgive  him, 
who  will  not  leave  his  fins  ;  do  not  flatter  thy  felf,  thou  doeft 
forfake  thy  mercies ;  unleffe  thou  wilt  forfake  thy  fins ,  God 
will  not  (pare  thee,  nor  pity  thee, 

5.   Frefumptmus  finning  mak^es  high  work^for  the  fonl ;  The  Prefumptuous 
pricks  of:  a  pinne,  the  cut  of  a  knife  may  do  much  hurt ,  but  finding  m^kti 
the  gafh  of  a  fharp  fvvord,  forcibly  followed  ,  this  will  open  f^ffoul! 
death  in  thy  fides.    Every  fin  fetcheth  blood  in  the  foul,  but 
prefumptuous  iinnin^s  do  even  cleave  the  confcience  afunder, 
be  thou  good  or  bad,  who  mounts  up  in  an  high  kinde  of  fin- 
ning 5  good  Lord,  how  it  will,   ( in  a  day  of  judicial  fenfe^ 
make  the   very   finevves  to   crack ,   and   thy    joynts    to 
tremble. 

Of  all  fenfible  wracking^?  in  the  foul ,  there  is  not  any  one 
comparAble  to  that  of  delpaire  ;  Gl  defpaire ,  it  is  the  death  j^ 
pans  of  the  confcience ,  it  is  the  foul  in  the  Extremity  of  a-  *' 
mazing  throwes ,  it  fees  no  heaven,  and  no  fhore  ,  but  lays 
the  foul  either  in  hell,  or  ready  to  be  caft  quick  into  it; 
now  prefumptuous  finnings  prepare  the  way  for  defpair: 
when   the  foul  would  haveitsfinfulcourfe,it  would  not  be 

beaten; 
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beaten  off  by  any  method  and  warning  of  heaven  ,  but  went 
on  in  a  fecure  confidence  of  the  eafineffe  and  iargeneffe  of 
mercy:  when  God  will  not  take  ihefc  proud  braveries  any  Ion- 
ger,buc  arreft  the  flout  tranfgrefforjand  fet  his  fins  in  order, 
both  for  the  greatnelTe  of  fciilr^and  height  of  pride  and  da- 
rings ,  and  that  again(l  all  li5ht  andL;oodneffe,  and  warning 
and  threatning,  and  the  finner  feeshimfelf  fallen  into  the 

hands  of  a  terrible  and  glorious  God,  from  whofc  fierce  dif- 
pleafure  ic  cannot  now  rid  it  ielf.  O  cries  out  the  miferable 
man,  what  fliallldo?  woe  to  me  that  ever  I  was  borne,  I 
have  fhut  up  heaven  againll  my  felf,  I  am  rejefted  for  ever  -y 
as  1  have  dealt  with  God,  fo  now  he  deals  with  me ,  I  would 
not  hearken  to  him ,  and  now  he  will  not  hearken  to  me,  O 
I  fhall  never  have  mercy,  I  have  adventured  on  fo  prcfump- 
tuoufly^that  I  have  diltin.,uillicd  my  felf  from  any  hope  and 
pofTibility  of  recovery  :  T  was  intreated,  but  ftill  I  would  fin, 
I  was  warned,  but  iHll  1  woi.Id  hnne,  I  faw  it  to  be  finful  but 
I  would  do  it;  I  felt  fome  trouble  forit  ,but,  &c.  I  defpifed 
counlel,  and  fcorncd  reproof,  I  fli::hted  mercy  ,  I  quenched 
motions,  and  thefc  fo  often  ,  O  Lord,  now  thou  haft  met  with 
me,  now  fhall  I  never  rife  any  more,  I  would  have  my 
finnes,  and  I  have  them  ftill,  and  Ifhall  have  thy  juft 
Note.  wrath  and  hell  with  them  too.  Thus  the  prefumptuous  fin- 
ner makes  way  to  the  defpairing  finner :  for  what  is  it  which 
caufeth  defpaire  ?  when  the  foul  fees  juftice  to  be  exceeding 
great,  and  a  cloud  over  the  mercy-feat,  now  it  finks  a  pace , 
and  what  darkens  the  mercy-feat  rnore  then  the  greatnefle  of 
finning ;  and  why  doth  divine  juftice  feem  fo  terrible  5  but 
becaufe  the  pcrfon  hath  been  fo  audacioufly  finful :  Now , 
he  faith  with  Caw^  my  mcjmty  is  greater  then  can  be  forgiven^ 
Gen.4.  No,  no,  there  is  not  balm  forfuch  wounds,  there  is 
not  mercy  for  fuch  great    tranfgreffions  as  I  ftand  guil- 

cy  of. 


SECT. 
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SECT.  vil. 

THe  laft  life  of  the  point  (tall  be  for  dlreEliony  guiding  us  Nine  Rul« 
to  the  obfervation  of  lomc  particular  Rules,  that  fo  we  How  to  be  kept 
may  l^ekspt  fromprefun7p^'t^ow  fimi»fs,  fromprefum- 

.    I.  Beivare  of  a  courfe  of  little  fns  T  The  ftirrop,though  it  be  gg"°"^'/"^  j- 
low  and  fmall,  yet  it  doth  ferve  a  man  to  mount ;  the  great  ^^"^^^^  ^f  n^^i^ 
flames  of  fire  took  their  beginning  from  a  cole  or  a  fpark  :  finj.  '  ^ 
And  men,  ufually,  have  been  firihvading  in  leffer  fins ,  who 
are  now  fwimming  in  great  tranfgretfions ;  iinnings  (fuppo- 
fed^s  little  or  inconiiderable)  have  not  only  this  happineffc, 
that  they  are  not  fo  mucii  regarded,  but  this  unhappinels  that 
they  are  more  often  committed:  And  then  this  is  certainrThat 
the  frequent  commifTion  of  fmaU  fins  is  great  in  itfelf,  and 
doth  alfodifpofc  and  prepare  to  greater  commilTions;  many 
drops -m^l^e  a  currant :  he  who  make,s  no  confcience  of  adin^ 
many  little  fins,  will  ftiortly  take  the  boldnefs  to  affay  and  a<^ 
fome  great  fin. 

^  FoTvi.  The  more  any  fin  is  committed  ,  the  more  is  the  N®.?^ 
judgement  blinded  and  corrupted.  2.The  more  arc  the  afFe6"tz- 
ons  inclined  and  feduced.  g.  The  more  is  confcience  be- 
numbed and  feared.  4.  The  lefler  force  have  divine  argu- 
ments with  the  foul,  being  furfeited  withthepleafuresoffor-j 
mer  ;finnes  ,  and  then  it  muft  well  follow ,  that  the  heart  be- 
ing thus  qualified,  may  eafily  be  wrought  upon  to  a  foul  com- 
ipiflion :  this  I  finde,that  the  way  to  be  kept  from  an  high  fin, 
is  to  fear  the  leaft  fin. 

t,,Jpr  little  finnin^s  are  not  like  a  litt^e  inch  of  candle  which 
goes  oft  in  an  abfolute  period,  but  they  are  like  atraine  of 
povyder,  which  takes  fire  froincorn  to  corne>  till  at  length 
thQ  bivrrel  is  burft  afunder ,   or  like  a  little    fickneffe   which,| 
iSitiTi  ;hum<)ur^difpofin^  to^   a,  fironger  difiemper:  or  like, 
a  liulc'icirclc  in  .a  ,  p.ond  ,;  ^yy^icS ;  begets    grpate     and 


I  dbferve  three  thin^5. 


!:«;, 
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Satan  h.vh  t        I. .  TA^/^  Sata^that^h  aflrayge  hand  over  that  Jo^tl  which  cun 
Itrong  bani     bear  with  any  fin :  he  miy  by  Iviffcr  thinc5  maintain  his  com- 
^Ir'^K^^^^^u"^    mand  :  as  icwas  laidthac  the  lictle  childe  did  command  the- 
iSbanrfia     ^^"^  ^  for  the  childc  prevailed  with  the  Queen,   and   the? 
^         Queen  with  the  King,  and  he  over  the  land:  Satan  can  pre- 
vail for  a  iittlv'  fin,and  a  little  (in  can  prevail  with  the  heart  > 
and  ihe  heart  w iih  the  whole  man. 
, .  .   -  2.  The  t  little  fiftes   are  heeding  fimies :  Ko\y  Cmnc  mil 

hcidingent.   keep  its  bounds,  but  naturally  would  greatcnit  felf  j    though 
-  it  feeme  modeft  atfirft,  yet  will  it  by  degrees  becomefamiliar 

and  impudent. 
Theyirciiu  5'  ^^^7  ^^^  emifings  fimes^xhty  arc  the  advocates  in  the 
licingfini.  bofome  for  greater ,  they  do  not  oncly  labour  for  their 
own  lodging ,  but  will  dealc  ftron^ly  with  the  heart  to 
embrace  greater ,  as  occafion  and  temptations  prefcnt 
themfelvcs. 

Therefore  this  do  give  the  water  leave,  no  not  a  little: 
littlcftreamesmakcs  waytotheoicean.  Andtbou  ftudieft  the 
prefcnt  vvay,  to  be  come  a  great  tranfgreffor,  to  rife  to  prefum- 
ptuous  finnmgs,  who  wilt  allow  thy  felfc  to  be  an  habitually 
immoderate  iinner. 

Secondly)  take  heed  of  the  iterations  of  anj  Jtmt  y  (viz,,) 
Tike  heed  of  ^o  not  go  a  (inne  over  and  over  :  of  all  tfanfgreffions, 
thelccrationi  which ,  difpofc  the  foul e  towards  prefumption,  the  re- 
^  any  fin.'       pcatcd  have   t  fpccial  influence,  and  I  will  give  you  a  rcafon 

for  it, 
N^ttp  Becaufe  prcfumptuous  finnings   depend  much  upon  the 

boldneft  of  the  heart :  when  the  heart  becomes  bold  and  fear^ 
lefle,  it  will  then  venture  thorough  thick  and  thin  ,  it  will 
prefumc  far,  they  were  men  whoy?»W  with  both  ha»dsy  and 
as  high,  as  Sodomy  who  came  to  this  pafTe,  that  they  k»^w  no 
Jhame,  -■  '^^ 

Now  finnes  of  iteration,  or  repeated  finncs,  they  frame  a 
boldneffcin  the  heart  (as  repeated  blows  do  the  anvile)  and 
the  more  hardened  the  k^art  is ,  the  more  bold  it  grovves ; 
partly  becaufe  they  delude  the  heart ,  they  work  falfe  prin- 
ciples in  thcminde;  forafmuch  as  we  have  gone  on  in  thefe 
cQWfts  again  ,  and  againe,  and  no  evil  befals  us,  therc- 

fpie 
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fore  m  morrow  fliall  be  as  to  day ,  lee  us  eacj  and  drinlqi 
and  (innc. 

It  was  a  fvveet  advife  that  of  Elihu^  Job  J4.  32.  Ti^f 
ll»J!^'f  A  /  fee  not  9  ri-^c^  tkott  me  ^  if  J  have  ao^e  iniquitfy  1  tPtU 
d9  no  more :  for  all  (innc  grows  ftrong  by  pracStifc ,  and  the  of- 
ten going  over  it  is  like  the  motron  of  the  feet  from  one  round 
of  the  ladder  to  the  oihcr,  ftill  riling  ,  or  like  the  manifold 
turnings  of  the  wheel,  which  mounts  the  weight  ftill  to  an 
higher  pitch  ;  what  Joh  therefore  fpake  in  another  cafe,  Onct 
hm/e  i  f^okjH  ,  hm  JrviU  not  arrfwer<^  yetiy  twice  >  hnt  I  l»iil 
proceed  no  fnrthr ,  Job  40.  «f.  that  I  fay  unto  thee,  oncft 
thou  haft  finned,  thus,  and  thus,  yea,  twife,  and  yet  confciencd 
is  tender,  ^  here  is  yet  fear  and  forrow,  but  proceed  no  further^ 
leaft  that  become  mighty  to  finne.  This  is  cert4ne ,  that 
the  ftronjzer  fin  gro.vs,  the  more  eafily  will  afmnerprefume. 
Now  repeated  (innings  60  vvwdge  in  the  (in  wiih  ftrengrh., 
as  the  more  often  tfie  Schollar  writes  after  the  copy  ,  the 
f«rer  he  wrire^,  and  the  more  he  is  enabled  to  vvrice :  10  of- 
ten finnings  makes  the  foJ  more  ftrong  in  that  kind^nd  then 
more  fit  for  a  worfer. 

Third  y  y  do  nTt  fit  fie  or  rrjeSi  the  freq^ient  check^s  ofi  con-  Do  nwiiBc 
fciencei  Cod  hath  appointed  feveral  things  fOgivclhefinncr ''l* ''*1^^^"*  , 
t  touch ,   like    cords  to  twine  him  in ,  to  keep  him  from  7^-^^^*  of  coa* 
finnings ,  viz..   the  Voice  of  rhe  wo-d ,   and   the  voice  of  ^**^^ 
judgement,  and  the  voice  of  men,  and  the  voice  of  his  owx 
confcience. 

Now  mark  it,  there  are  two  of  rhefe  voices  fmore  efpe^* 
cia!  y  j  which  if  a  man  wi  I  neileft  and  flight,  a  rhoufand 
to  one  ,  but   he  wi.l  fall  to  be  a  preiumptuDiis  fmner, 

I.  The  voice  of  thefVord^  P:-ov,2p.i,  He  th^t  hing  often 
ref  'ovedy  harrtKed  hu  mck^yPjall  fuddenly  be  dtfiroye  ^and that 
•without  rem^dj, 

a  T/?f«;#;r^  0/ c^wlrrWr:  when  the  confcience  A) all  ron- 
currc  witfc  theword,mits  mfomin:  ads,  and  in  its  dirc^Ving 
afts ,  and  in  irs  warning  a6ls ,  and  in  its  reliri^ive  a6h,  and 
in  its  corre^^ivc  and  judicial  a£^s,  (  /.  )  itfhrt  point  the  way, 
•r  fa^,  inibe  evil}  and  uniaA^  qualiry  of  it ,  and  ftrive  , 

N2  and 
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ajad  rcafon,  and  fret,  and.  reprove,  and  tfareacen  ,  ycci?  and 
^eak  bitterly,  yet  a  man  will  go  on,  I  fay,  this  man  halkna^ 
to- romQ  great  (Tn,to  prefumpLuous  iinnings. 

I  \y\]x  give  you  a  reafon  for  it,  becaufe  the  Lord  will  f orfake 
this  man,  he  will  leave  him  to  himfelf ,  he  will  give  him  up 
to.  his  own  heart:  fince  he  will  not  hearken  to  the  counfcl  of 
cheWQrd,nor ;  to  the  advifes  of  his  confcience,  God  will  ftrive 
with  him  no  more^  but  he  iliall  be  left  to  himfelf,  this  is  the 
ufual  CGurfe  of  Gods  righteous  and  judicial  proceeding.  Now 
what  can  the  heart  do,  being  Icfc  to  it  felte,  as  it  hath  no 
ftrc.ngth  againft  a  great  temptation,fo  it  hath  fufficient  ftrength 
a^id  defire  to  ;  for  the  greateft  methods  of  tranfgreflfmgsnf 
reftridionbe  a  merciful  bond  to  corruption  ,  then  wrathful 
defertion,  a  defertion  of  the  creature ,  ( /.}  a  denial  of  pre- 
ycnting  alTirtance  againft  temptation  or  inclination  ,  or  a6\- 
ing,  why  itlisastbe  unmuzling  of  the  Maftive,  or untyin^ 
of  the  Lion,Not  that  God  fets  on  the  heart  to  finne,  but  that 
the  heart  will  m  a  moment  be  mighty  in  finning,  which  is 
judicially     deferted ,    or   left    l^   God  fo*    former    fin- 


nings. 


Therefore^  I  befeech  you  take  heed  of  fcoming  divine  ad- 
mpnitions  and  reproofs :  Coniider  that  place  well  in  Pfai^ 
8.1.  II.  But  my  fe^fle  roonld  Mot  hearh^*^  tomy  volce^  ^.mlJfr'^ 
rael  monld  none  ef  wf,  ver.  12..  fo  /  gave  them  up  ta. 
their  own  h:^ns  Itifi  ,  and  they  waikjd  in  their  oirn 
cfiunfeis :  if  thy  heart  can  rife  above  the  word  ,  if  wilt 
rife,  above  thy  confcienee  ,  and  if  thy  heart  rife  above 
thy  confcienee,  thy  next  finnings  will  rife  above  thy 
form^-  he  will. not  be  modeft  to  finne-,  who  growes 
impudent  againft  the  word ,  and  violent  againft  his  con-t 
fcience. 

Be  not  fccme  -      Fourthly, /<?^^r^  m  the  hart  hecaufe  of  gods  present  fi-^ 

bccaufcofGods  l^^^^^* 

pcefcnt  filence*      Beloved,  lobferve  that  God  is   filent  foft-timcs)  When 
Note.        nien  are  in  either  way,  in  the  good  and  in  the  bad:  a  man 
^^ay  repeat  his  feekings  of  God ,  and  yet  God  may  be  filent., 
O  my  God^  faith  Davidy  Pfal.  22.  2.  /  cry  in  the  day  time  -^  bnt 
thoHheArdefl  not^  and  in  the  night  feafon^  and  a  man  ma_y  re- 
peat 
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|)eat  his  finninf^s 'again(K'jod,  and  yec  God  may  be  filenc , 
Ffa/,<^o.ii.  1  hefe  things  haft  thoi4.  done  ani  I  kept  Ji knee  :  But 
then  this  filence  is  not  an  infallible  teiUmony  cither  way  ; 
though  he  be  filent  to  the  many  prayers:  of  his  fervants  ,•  yec 
the  vifion  will  fpeak  at  length ,  for  as  thou  had  a  time  to  fcek, 
io  God  will  rinde  a  time  to  anfvver.  And  though  he  be .  iilenc 
many  times  at  rhcfmnings  of  men,  yet  this  is  but  forbearance, 
it  is  net  an  acquittance ,  if  thou  takes  the  times  to  linne,God 
will  take  his  turn  topunilli,/y"^/,50.2  r.  7  hefe  things  haft  thou 
Aone^  and.  1  ksptft/ence^  than  thoughtefl  that  I  yras  altogether 
fnch  a  one  as-  thy  f elf ^  bm  I  will  reprove  thee^  and [et  them  in  or"- 
d^r  before  thine  eyes. 

O/'y.  Butyouwili  fay,  what  is  this  co  the  preventing  of  pre- 
fomptuous  linnings. 

Sol,  Very  much ;  for  prefumptuous  finnings  depend  much 
upon  fecurity :  a  man  fecures  his  fatSts  and  wayes  from  this , 
•that  God  is  filent  and  does  not  prefently  draw  the  fvvord,'fend 
'for  the  arreft  ;  and'  therefore  prcfumes  to  a  fecond  or  greater 
ilinning  ,  from  Gods;  connivence  and  patience  toward  former, 
S9lortion  infmuates  it  clearly,  EcclefS.ii,  Becanfe  fentence  or- 
gainfl  an  ev'ilwork^is  not  executed  ffeedily ^t heref ore  the  heart  of 
thefonnes  of  men  i6  fully  [et  in  them  to  doivii-i  q,d.  There  is 
-now  no  ho  ,  they  make  no  bones  of  it  j  they  will  venture  yet 
again  :  But  brethren  :  take  heed  ;  if  you  fin,  and  yctyouprof- 
■perinthe  world  ;  if  youfin,andyet  confciencc  be  quiet;  if 
you  finne,  and  yetGod  prefents  not  a  prefent  tcftimony  of  his 
difpleafurc;  yet  do  not  prefume:  for  if  you  do  evil ,  fmn€  lies 
at  the  doore  :  firft  orlaft,  when  you  open  it,  your  fins  fhall 
flie  in  your  face  :  though  the  punifbment  of-the  (inner  be 
not  prefient,  yet  it  is'Certaiiie  :  It  fk all  not  be  xvell'mth  the  voic- 
ed ^though  he  prolong  his  dayesy  Ecclef.  8-  1 3*  yea>  the  finner 
of  an  hundred  years  old  {hall  be  accurfed :  -  And  this  is  obfer- 
'VabIe,tbat-God^  iilence  towards  a  for-vvard'tTanfg;re{Ior,  is  made 
up  at  length,  not  only  with  certainty,  but  with  number  and 
meaftfre:  perhaps  he  will  take  fucb  a  time  to  account  with  thee, 
for  thy  (innings, that  he  will  br^eakthee  fuddcnly  all  to  pieces, 
he  will  break  thy  eftate,  dnd  thy  confciencc,  and  thy  body,and 
thy  foul,  and  all,-  and  all  irrecoverably  for  ever. 

N3  When 
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Note,  When  a  mm  emboldens  his  hctrt  to  fin  bccaufe  of  divine 

Study  andim-  pAtiencc,  God  doch  ufually  do  trvo  things,  viz,, 

prove  Mercy         i^  Hc  rifech  fuddcn'y  to  the  venzeaacc. 

ifighc.  j^  Y\t  curfethth>ifinncr  without  all  remedy,  and  fo  fully 

vindicates  hi>  filencc,  and  glorifies  his  J  ufticc, 
.  Fifthly,  If  you  would  be  kept  from  preiumptuous  finning^ , 
then  hch  ftaky  an  A  improve  mercy  aright :  Me  ey  it  is  the 
fvvcet  favour  of  a  finfullfoul :  that  gentle  voice  which  fpeaiis 
hope  to  a  trembling  fpirit,  that  tender  hand  which  fuppotcs 
and  relieves  a  fainting  foul.  And  yet  even  from  this  iWeec 
flower  do:h  p  cfuTiption  fuck  the  viL-ftpoyfon :  corrupting 
and  inflamin;thi  heart  toth.g'cuer  boldiK;fs  of  (infdiad* 
vcntu'-cs,  from  the  greater  •  oodnefs  of  cxr^ding  Mercifulnefs 
in  God,  But  then  mark  it,  that  upruhc  apprehcntion  of  divine 
Mercy  would  fcrvc  to  keep  off  the  foul  from  preiumpcuoMS 
iinnings.  If  a  man  did  confide r  two  thin^is. 

X.  That  Mercj,  the  very  intent  of  it,  the  pulfc  of  it,  it  is 
CO  draw  a  man  oft  fro  n  fin  :  it  is  true,  Mcicy  is  an  harbor, 
but  not  for  the  Traitor  to  thnift  in  his  iliip ,  it  is  a  City  of  rc» 
fugc,  but  not  for  the  audacious  man-flayer:  O!  No,  Mercy 
it  is  the  tcnderert  goodnefs,  but  withal  it  is  a  fpccial  goodncfs, 
and  is  fet  up  not  as  a  li^ht  by  the  kt ,  that  a  man  may  kno</v 
thereby  how  to  fail  more  freely,  th  it  a  man  {hou  d  therefore 
fin  more  violently,  but  as  a  procamation  fror^i  a  Prince,  to 
draw  in  the  rebel  to  fl^eath  his  fword,  and  to  fall  down  on  his 
knees.  There  is  Mercy  w  Ith  thie-^  therefore  'i^a/t  thou  he  feared^ 
faid  David ;  And  k^tMefithm  not^  O  wah'^  faith  the  ApoHle, 
thtit  thegaodnefs  of  ^od  (hottld  lead  the  to  ^fentAnce  ;  Rom. 

5,4.Hath  God  mercy  to  pardon  mc^with  what  heart  can  I  then 
prefume  to  provoke  him  ;  Hath  hc  Mercy  to  pardon  me  /  How 
canft  thou  then,0  my  foul,hold  on  thy  hns,&  not  return  v\hen 
^Mercy  fen  's  a  Mefl'age  after  thee  .  it  is  the  laft,  and  moll  pre- 
vailini^  motive  for  a  iinner  to  repent,  even  this  that  God  will 
be  mercifull  to  him. 

1,  Mercy  mif.proved  to  the  fin,  is  both  jufily  denied  c« 
the  finner,  andalfo  intends  his  f^n  :  Th^  only  w^y  to  forfake 
our  Merries,  is  thn  we  will  not  forfake  ou^'fint:  v  od  wiil 
aever  ihewtheeiikrcy,  if  tbeuwilt  not  uturA  fiom  finning 
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againft  him  :   if  wc  will  not  return,  iniquity  fliaJl  be  our 

luine. 

.   ObjeEi,  O  !  but  God  is  mercifulI,though  we  be  finfull. 

Sol,  Yea,  But  ht  is  mercimll  only  to  the  penitent,  and  if 
rbou  wilt  be  impenitent,  thou  forfakcft  thy  metcics,  and  trea* 
[ureft  Tvrath  tmto  thy p If  againfl  the  day  of  wrathy  Rom. 2.4, 5^- 
Nay,  more,  Mercy  doth  £0  infinitely  upbraid  thee  that  the 
very  Devils  will  hifs  at  thee :  in  the  day  of  Judgement  they 
may  cry  out  againft  thee,  for  the  abominableft  wretch  living, 
yea',  in  this  refpe6^  worfc  then  they :  Lord,  may  they  fay  ,  we 
have iinned exceedingly  againft  thee,  why,  what  ftiould  we 
do?  wc  had  never  any  hope  or  proportion  of  mercy,  it  was 
never  offered  to  us,  nor  affured  us  5  but  here's  a  wretch  ,  thap 
though  he  werea  finner,  yet  thoudidft  befeech  him  by  thy 
mercies  to  leave  his  fins,  thou  alTuredft  him  of  free  pardon,  if 
he  would  return  ^  and  he  not  only  refufcd  thepardon  ,  but 
becaufe  of  thy  goodnefs  in  it,  therefore  grew  more  proudly 
bold,  and  prefuming  to  (in  againft  thee. 

^.  Sixthly,  Confider  this,  Th^t  it  Is  a  difficult  thi/ig  to  re- It  i$idl&cvili 
pe»tj  and  that  the  more  a  man  doth  fin  >  the  more  hard  it  is  to^^^'^l  w^W%5 
repent  of  his  fins. 

Oifjt6t,  Why  will  yoH  fay?  whacof  this,  to  chc  prevention- 
of  prefumptuous  finnings. 

Sol.  I  anfwer,  this  conduceth  much,  becaufe  the  prefum- 
ing finner  leads  on  his  foul  to  fin  upon  this  ground  and  con- 
fidence, that  if  the  worft  come  to  the  worft ,  he  will  yet  at 
laft  put  off  his  fins,  and  repent;  whereupon  his  heart  ad:^ 
ventures  far.  ^  w         . 

Now  if  a  man  were  throughly  convinced  of  two  things, 
this  ground  would  fink,  and  perhaps  his  heart  might  be  taken  , 
off  from  prefuming. 

1.  One  is,  ThatitisacitfficHlt  thing  to  repe/^t ;  \NhY  }  Re- 
pentance is  the  new  fetting  of  the  heart  and  life  :  it  is  the 
very  contradi^ion  of  a  mans  former  love  and  praAife ,  it  is 
the  undoing  of  all  his  doings ,  it  is  the  fliif  ting  (  as  it  were  ) 
of  his  nature,  and  thetranfpUming  of  himfelf ,  the  divor* 
cing  of  the  5ffe<^ions  ,  the  new  bent  and  ed^e  of  the  foul  for 
all  holy  and  pious  obedience :  and  k  this  an  eafie  thing  ?  Is  it 

eafie.. 
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feafe  for  a  man  to  become  an  enemy  to  himfelf,  to  lay  down 
his  fvveet  delight,  his  precious  profits,  his  clofer  nature,  to 
judge  and  condemn  his  heart  and  wayes,  for  ever  to  foriake  his 
own  counrels,his  own  inclinations,  his  own  courfes  ;  Know  you 
n  or,  that  to  llieath  up  but  an  idle  word  and  form  of  language , 
is  notfo  f<iciic  an  ad  ?  how  much  more  then  to  pot  oif  root 
'  and  branch  ?  Do  vv^  not  ftick  in  the  fame  (ins  after  many 
threarning>  of  \vrach,after  many  executions  of  Judgement,  af- 
ter many  invitations  by  mercies,  afrer  dayly  counfcls  and 
directions  by  thy  Word,  afrer  inftances  and  examples  of  pu- 
niOiment ;  nay ,  after  particular  and  perfonal  experiences 
of  the  deceicfulnefs  and  bittemefs  of  our  nnnings  :  Doth 
not  this  (liew  that  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  repent  ? 

Nay/  Take  an  Affayof  thy  heart,  begin  thefludy  oi  thy 
felf,  remember  thy  doings  which  have  not  been  good,  thy 
wayes  that  have  been  evil,  fummon  up  all  the  matter  of  Re- 
J?entance,  (  for  if  Repentance  be  true,  it  muftbe  an  univer- 
fal  turning)  and  then  fee  upon  the  work  of  Repentance,  and 
'^  tell  me  whether  former  fms  cannot  plead  hard  for  future  ^jid 
-■  ^  'tondant  poHeffion  ,  whether  they  cannot  work  mightily  and^ 
deceitfullyftcll  me  how  willing  and  ready  thou  flialtfind  thy 
heart  whicti  comes  to  this  duty  as  a  Thief  to  the  Executioner? 
Tell  me  whether  Satan  vvilleafily  give  up  his  Title  and  intcreft, 
and  will  give  Chrift  poffelTion  quietly  without  many  fervent 
fuits  to  heaven,  yea,  without  bitter  and  ftrong  conflicts,  yea ,' 
unlefs  the  Aln:i§hty  God  himfelf  come  in,  and  turn  him  -cue 
of  thy  heart,  and  turn  thy  heart  to  him. 

2.  Another  thing  is  this.  That  the  more  a  man  doth  fin  ,  the 
more  he  difables  himfelf  to  repent y  Tell  me ,  ferioufly,  Doth 
not  the  Debt  weaken  his  ability  of  payment  by  greater  engage- 
ments ?  Doth  not  the.difeafe  confmne  the  powers  of  nature, 
by  its  enceafe  ?  Why  ?  what  is  that  which  fpoils  us,  and  dis- 
arms us  of  ftrength,  is  it  nor  fin?  then  the  more  finnmg,  ttill 
the  lefsftrength  to  return  from  fin.  Nay,  fin  doth  not  only 
corrupt  ourHrength,  by  multiplied  finnings,  but  withal/in- 
creafcth  its  own  lirengchr  the  moreia  man  doth  %  ,  ithc 
weaker  and  vveaker-hebecomes  ,and  fin  thereby  becomes 
ftronger  and  f^ronger :  NovYceil  me,  if  it  be  hard  for  thee  in 
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ftrcngth  to  turn  from  fin,  will  it  not  be  harder  for  thee  in 
weaknefs  to  conquer  ftrength  ?  if  thou  canft  not  ikp  over 
the  brook,  why,doft  imagine  it  eafic  to  Itride  over  the  Ocean.^ 
If  thou  canft  not  ftand  before  the  child,  thinks  thou  in  a  mo- 
ment to  caft  down  the  ftrong  man  .<*  furely  by  thy  continued 
and  multiplied  courfe  of  finning,  thy  mind  is  more  blinded , 
and  thy  Judgement  is  more  corrupted,  and  thy  love  is  more 
inflamed,  and  thy  heart  is  more  hardned  j  and  art  not  thou 
then  more  difabled  f 

Once  again  ;  by  thy  more  finnings,  the  Counfels  of  God 
are  more  defpifed  by  thee :  and  the  Spirit  of  God  is  more 
grieved  and  refifted  by  thee  ,  and^  the  Mercies  of  God  are 
more  abufed  by  thee,  and  the  patience  of  God  is  more  pro- 
faned and  injured  by  thee,  fo  that  God  in  Juftice  may  forfake 
thee,  and  deny  his  hand  forever  unto  thee,  and  then,  thou, 
what  wilt  thou  do  ?  what  canft  thou  do  ? 

1  befeech  you  lay  thefe  things  to  heart ;  they  may  check , 
and  hold  off  your  hearts  from  prefuming  :  why  thinks  the  foul, 
here  is  a  temptation  to  fin ,  yea,  but  I  muft  repent,  and  it  is 
nor  fo  eafie,  that  to  do,  if  it  be,  let  me  try  about  my  former 
fins,  without  a  new  addition  now  :  and  then  this  I  am  fure 
of,  that  the  more  finning?  will  make  the  work  of  Repentance 
more  hard,  forafmuch  as  they  wedge  in  the  fin  more  into  the 
affedlions,  and  provoke  God  more  ,  &c.  therefore  it  fhall 
fuffice  me  10  have  finned  already  :  I  will  adventure  no  more, 
nor  no  further. 

Seventhly,  ConCidtVjThat  thy  life  Is  {hort^  and,  thy  aceoft^t  Thy  \ik  it 
is  fure.  .  fhorcandtby 

Thou  finneft  this  moment,  and  art  not  fure  to  live  till  the^^^^^^"^  ^wc. 
next  day ,  and  haft  not  affurance  of  life  till  to  morrow  : 
for  what  is  our  life  ,  but  a  leafe  of  time,  which  God  lets 
to  man,  the  date  of  which  is  only  known  to  God,  and  com- 
manded by  him.  Ssiini  James  would  not  have  us  talk^  of  t9 
worr(?>^,andChriftwouldnot  have  us  think  of  any  more  dien 
for  two  days :  and  Pa'4l  faith,  That  the  pefent  time  is  the  ac* 
ceptabletime^  and  the  day  of  falvation,  Thonfool^  faid  Chrift, 
this  night  (hall  they  take  away  thy  foul  ^  death  attends  thee 
every  moment,  it  is  even  laying  hands  on  thee  in  the  womb ; 
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and  thou  art  never  going  to  fin  ,  but  death  faith,  Lord  fLalll 
now  ftrike  him,  arreft  him  in  his  very  rebellion;  No.v  if  a 
man  were  efFc6lualIy  perfvvaded  of  this,  perhaps  he  would 
Kate.  not  prefumc  to  fin ;  for  prefumption  is  i^fually  confident  of 

longer  life,  and  therefore  imboldens  it  lelf  to  Itronger  fins  : 
'     afoolifli  error,  and  vain,  for  were. It  true,  that  in  a  natural 
probability,  thou  mightefi  yet  live  long  ,  yet  in  a  judicial 
courfe  this  is  moft  true ,  that  great  finnings  fhorten  the  life  ; 
the  thief  goes  to  the  Caallows  in  his  youth ,  becaufc  of  his 
tjbeft ;  and  the  finner  is  fuddenly  laid  in  his  grave  by  reafon 
of  his  (innings :  And  then,  wo  unto  thee,  better  that  thou 
hadfi  never  been  born,  if  thou  lives  and  dies  in  thy  fins;  to 
the  Judgement-feat  of  God  muft  thou  be  brought  with  fin  in 
jhy  bones,  and  prefumptuous  iniquity  in  thy  heart :  thou  who 
now  dare(i  to  out-face  the  Minifters  of  God,  fhall  not  then 
dare  to  look  the  holy,  and  juft,  and  terrible  Cod  in  the  face ,. 
but  he  will  fill  thy  breafi:  withconfufion,  and  all  the  veins 
of  thy  foul  with  flames  of  hotteft  vengeance  and  indignati- 
on. 
Get  knowledge      Eightly >  Get^  knowledge  fanohtjied. Knowledg  is  like  a  fword,it 
fandiad.        may  defend  a  man,and  it  may  hurt  a  man,it  may  both  arm  him 
and  kil  him;or  like  the  light  of  aCandle  which  may  both  dirc^V, 
and  alfo  burn  ;  and  f©  accidentally ,ev6n  knowledge  itfelf  may 
^  .prove  a  great  addition  to  our  finnings.    That  which  ferves  to 

give  us  light  againft  them,  may  yet  improve  the  guilt  of  them. 
upon-us. 

There  i-s  a  two-fold  knowledge. 

1.  One  naked,  which  fiievys  the  evil. 

2.  Another/^;2i.^/^f^,"  which  keeps  from  evil:  the  former 
is  good  at  the  Obje(^,  but  the  latter  is  good  with  the  fubjeft  j 
that  looks  upon  what  is  to  be  done,  or  not  to  be  done ;  this 
looks  down  to  the  heart,  and  inclines  it  firongly  to  embrace 
the  good^  and  to  refift  and  abhor  the  evil.  This  is  certain  that 
not  all  the  fpirits  of  fpeculation  are  a  fufficient  refcue  of  thy 
foul  from  prefumptuous  finnings. 

Ob]eB.  Why  f  faith  a  man,  I  will  not  fin  fo,  I  know  better 
then  fo, 

SoL  Ahs !  The  bullec  ftrikes  down  the  fouldier  for  all  his 
\  head- 
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head-piece;  naked  knovvkd^^e  is  at  beft  but  an  head- piece, 
(  and  that  not  of  pronf  neith^-r)  but  TaniStiiiecl  kno^vled^cis 
a  breait-plate,  and  that  keeps  off  the  dart. 

Lalily,  Renmnce  thine  own  jtrengthoi  mxwx^^oi  ^^xxs^  of  Renounce  thy 
gifts,  yea,  of  graces-  yea,  of  fcrvices:  he  (hali  be  brought  ownfticnjtb. 
far  inlin,  who  goes  far  upon  his  own  ftren^th;  thy  own 
ftreng^h  v\ill  deceive  thee;  it  is  not  enough  to  keep  rhce  -Ood, 
nor  preferve  thee  f  ot.  b^ing  b4d  ;  if  thou  couldeft  get  a  trem- 
blini'  heart,  and  a  benHcd  knee,  and  abelievin^^  eye,  and  an 
humble  fpirif,  then  thy  Caftle  were  impregnable,  ^r. 
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Keep  hac\  thy  fer^ant  aljo  from  prefHmptuoHS 
finnes\  let  them  not  have  dominion overnte. 


Two  E«poS* 
dons  of  (he 
words. 


jistdiftina 
pechion* 


As  ih*  ^*»«'^ 
petiuoniftforc- 


Avitig  iiandkd  Davids  prayer  againft  (in, 
as  lying  in  prefuinption,now  I  iliall  touch 
on  it,  as  it  doth  rcfped  iin  in  Dominion , 
^  Let  them  ^ot  have  dominion  over  me  :  3. 
There  maylDe  divers  conjc6lures  about 
the  connexion  and  depending  fenfeof 
thefe  words, 

Firft ,  As  if  they  were  a  dlflmt 
fetltio^^  q,dr  Lord,  I  pray  unto  thee  againft  high  kinds  of 
finning,  and  perhaps  I  may  fometimes  be  laid  flat  by  them,  but 
then  I  defire  of  thee  that  though  they  ftrike  me  down,  yet  they 
may  not  rule  over  mc  :  though  1  Hoop,  yet  I  may  not  ferve  ; 
though  I  fall,  yet  I  may  not  lie,  and  reR  ;  though  they  may 
be  fometimes  fo  ftrong  as  to  over-come,  yet  neverfo  full  as  to 
rei^n,  let  them  n9t  have  Domlmon  over  me. 

Secondly,  ^s  if  they  Are  hut  the  fame  fetitiom  greatly  ifi- 
forced^  ^J.  O  Lord,  I  befecch  thee  to  keep  back  thy  fervanc 
from  prefwmptuous  (ins :  all  fins  are  bad  ,  and  indorious,  and 
foul,  but  none  fo  as  they,  they  are  high  tranfgrelTions,  thcre- 
fpre  1  befcech  thee,  let  them  not  have  pominion,  ( /. )  never 

fuffcr 
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fiiffer  them  to  prevail  over  me,  never  kt  them  enter  into  my 
foul,  or  life,  let  them  never  over-come  me ,  let  them  not 
ove'-take  me,  let  me  never  commit  them.  Now  which  way 
of  thefe  you  conjecture  the  fenfe  of  the  words  may  be  aimed 
at ;  it  requires  accuratcnefs  to  determine^andcutthethred  ; 
For  my  part,  I  think  that  both  may  be  commodious,  and  are 
pious,  though  the  latter  to  me  doth  feem  more  genuine  5  yet 
in  this  I  eafily  fubmit  to  better  Judgements. 


K'/ 


CHAP.  IV. 

^£^^^^  OR  the  words  themfelves,  this  is  evident  ^  that 

they  exprefs  the  fpirit  of  holy  D^vld ,  as  vehe- 
mently carried  againft*  prefumptuous  fins  in 
Doaninion;  for  the  better  difcuffing  of  them  , 
I  ihall  inquire  thefe  particulars. 

I.  What  Dominionof  fin  here  may  import ,  Four  tliin|si 

wherein  it  confifts. 

2.  Whether  fins  in  Dominion  may  befall  a  David  f 

3.  Why  David  pnyt5  fo  againft  it  ? 

4.  Then  fome  ufefull  applications. 


»^...      I       "   ^»— ■mw 


SECT.  I. 

Q}K(\?i:T^QKthckTR'onMc,PrhatD(Wfimo'^  of  fm  doth  yj^^^^  xj^j. 
r  Imprt  }  ^  nionoffinim: 

Sol.  Dominion  is  given  fometimestoGod,  fometimes  toporcf. 
Chrift  as  Mediator,  fometimes  to  man  over  man  ,  fometimes 
to  Satan  overman,  fometimes  to  death  which  is  faidtorule, 
and  fometimes  to  fin,  when  it  is  betwixt  finnc  and  the  finner, 
as  betwixt  a  King  and  his  Subjefts.   As  a  raigning  King  hath 

Q©mi- 
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Four  things. 

Whftis  dotni 
nion  propctiy. 


Dominion  is 
eiilKr, 

O  igmal  and 

Abfoiute. 


Dirlvative  and 

depending. 


dominion,  fo  fin>ic  a6l>' in  3II  things  like  a  King^.  i.Ic  hath 
pcildfion,  onginallinofour  hciarcs ;  adiual  iin  of  our  livcs^ 
2.  Hath  a  title,  our  forfakmi,  of  God,  and  voluntdry  cleiStioii 
and  compait.  3.  Harh  a  throne  .  ou.  iOwU.  4  Hith  fervanrs, 
our  Me i.be  s.  5.  H.ith  a  -.ouncei,  ur  carnil  vvifdoin  and  cor- 
rupt reaioning^;.  6.  natH  yo  \q:  to  ive  La  vs ,  and  fee  them 
executed-  PW  fpeik- or  the  Law  in  his  ine.nbers,  and  the 
La  A'  of  fin,  Rom,  J,  21,  22. 

But  mo^e  diftin6>7  for  the  better  under/landing  this, 
ob(erve  iheie  ]^5ipciJixrs; 

I .  That  Do/^n.o^'  (  properly  )  u  the  %^^k  md  Vorper  of  a 
Lord  ov  ra  Je^v^nt ;  it  is  a  word  implying  Superiority  and 
Subjcdion,  one  who  h  th  Authority  to  coaimand,  an  i  ano- 
ther whofe  con  lion  is  obe  ienti.il  ,  and  to  ferve  ;  10  ihac  in 
the  dominion  there  is  one  who  dorh  rule,  and  anoiher  who 
is  ruled  ;  one  vvho  ciorh  command,  and  nno  her  who  yeclds  at 
Uiilvirture  t^ru  (h^  is  to  yecid  and  obey)  zndrauonefacii^ 
where  domimonisexerciled,  tnere  is  adual  commandy  and 
a6^ual  obedience;  as  the  Centurion  vvho  had  authority  and 
dominion  over  his  fervants,  he  fald  to  onv  ^0^  anl  he  did  go  y 
^9  ons  come  ,,  and  he  did  come  ^  to  Another ^  do  this^  and  he 
did   tt. 

Secondly,  obferve  that  Dominion  is  twofold,  it  is  ei- 
ther, 

1.  Origf-nalarJ  aafelutey^nd  this  is  when  the  Lord  hath  z 
natural ,  and  prime  >and  irrefpecftive  title;  it  belongs  to  hiin 
as-fo,  to  command,  and  imt^ofe  obedience  ,  meerly  from  his 
abfolute  right, and  acco  din^  to  his  own  rl-afure:  fuch  a 
dominion  belongs  onlv  tov.od,\\ho  madeallrhe  Aorld,  and 
is  Lo:*d  oF  ?ll :  All  the  creatures  are  hrs  fervants ,  and  are 
fet  by  the  LavV  of  their  Creation,  to  the  obedience  or'  his 
will ;  he  dorh  rule  the  Nations,and  hath  power  to  order,li^it, 
appoint,  to  require,  to  binde  both  boaies,  and  fouls,  natures  , 
confviences  and  a6ts. 

2.  Derlv'tlve  and  de^-nUng^  and  limitted  ;  fuch  is  the  Do- 
minion which  God  hath  ^.iven  man  over  the  creatures  .v  the 
gceat  Lord  hath  made  man  a  Lord  over  the  works  of  his 

hands. 
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hands,  a  fro-rex  ,  a  deputy  as  it  were  :  yea,  and  he  hath  deri- 
ved dominion  to  man  over  m-in,  toone  m.anover  another, 
to  the  King  over  his  Subje(5ls,  to  the  Parent  over  the  Chil- 
dren, to  Mifkrs  over  Servants.    I  fay,  he  hath  derived  do- 
minion unto  them  (/.)  a  power  to  command,  and  order,  yec 
this   is    a    rellridiive    dominion  ,   and    not    abfolute  :     it 
mud  not  be  ic,ainll  God ,  but  for  God  and  according  un- 
co God- 
Thirdly  ,  obfervc  that  there  is  a  twofold  dominion. 
One   is  Uwfitl   ( /. )  fuch    a  dominion  and  fubjeaion  ^^V^ "  *  ^^ 
which  the  word  and  will  of  God  doth  or  will  warrant,  as  that  "*^"*°"  ^*^    • 
of  pcrfons  over  perfons,  or  of  God  and  Chrilt  over  all  perfons 
and  creatures :  God  may  command  us,  for  he  made  us ;    and 
Chrirt  WAy  command  usyfar  he  redeemed  us,both  our  pcrfons 
and  our  fervices  fall  unto  him,  wearemt  our  own  ^  for  we  are 
bought  -with  a  frlce^  therefore  fcrve  or  giorifie  God  in    your 
hod)y   and  In  your  [prlt  >  -which  arc    Gods ,    i  Corinth.^  6. 

Another  is  unlawful^  and  as  it  were  ufurped ,  which  is  "^»^»wtui. 
when  command  is  exercifcd,  and  obedience  ^ivcn  ,, without 
any  juft  title  or  right ;  and  this  Dominion  is  cither  affumed  by 
Satany  who  is  called  the  Prince  of  the  aircy  smd  the  Prince  of 
darkneffej^ndz  Ruler ^znd  one  who  workj rmghtity  la  the  chil- 
dren of  difokdierce :  or  clfe  it  is  exercifed  ^7  fin  ,  Jinne  Is 
faid  to  ha've  a  Dominion  ,  a  LawyZ  rule  over  a  (inner,  and  the 
finncr  is  faid  to  obey  the  fin  >  to  ferv^  it ,  .  to  fulfil  the  lafts  of 

u ,  &C. 

Fourthly,  confidcr,  that  the  dominion  offinnedoth  imply  "^^^  ^^/"^jn/on 
two  thmgs.  .  ^^o[^findoth,m, 

One  is  fingular  power  and  firength  joy ntd  tvith  authority.  Singular  power 
Tbe  authority  of  it  confifts  in  this,  that  it  doth  command  the  and  flrength 
man  (as  a  King  doth  his  Subjects)  and  the  ftrength  of  it  con-  with  authority,' 
fifls  in  this ,  that  it  is  able  to  make  its  commands  to  be  obey- 
ed and  followed. 

Anoxh^r  h^mety  willing  and  total  yeelding  of  fuhjeElion    /d?  Qu'^tyeelding 
that  authority  y  law  and  comryiand  of  finne  :  when  a  man  is  as  ^^^f^)^^^^^^ 
chcarfully  and  readily  p'repared  to  obey  his  lufts,    as  any  [y^^*' '^^^'^"^ 
S:ub)c(^  is  to  embrace  the  tiommands  of  his  Prince,  or  any 
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fervant  is  to  follow  the  will  and  plcafure  of  his  Lord  and  Ma- 
fter.  ^     " 

The  former  of  thefc  is  (lilcd ,  in  Scripture,  fomctimcs  the 
pwers  of  dark'tieffe^Qo\,i,i^,  Sometimes  the  y?r^;2<7  w^^,Luk% 
11,21.  Sometimes  the  L/^^v  <?//« ,  Rom. 7.2^.  Sometimes  the 
fower  of  Sata-/jy  Kd:,'i6.  t8»  Sometimes  the  efficacy  of  the 
Prince  of  the  aire  ^  Ephef.  2.2.  by  all  which  phrafes  ,  this  is 
-_  implied,  W^:,.  that  where  finne  doth  reign  or  hath  dominion, 
there  it  is  of  (ingular  power ,  not  only  to  ftirre  and  affaulc,  not 
only  to  tempt  and  provoke ,  but  alfo  to  command  and  m 
cline,to  rule  and  difpofe  of  the  heart  and  wayes,  that  the  will 
of  a  man  is  but  as  it  were  the  will  of  his  lufts ;  and  the  defires 
of  the  man  are  but  as  it  vNere  the  defires  of  his  lufts;  he  is  taken 
captive  at  the  pleafure  of  Satan:  and  fin  needs  not  ufe  any  vio- 
lent compulfion,  or  ftrength  of  argument  to  draw  on  the  fin- 
ncr,  onely  if  iin  fpeaks  the  word,  it  is  enough,  that's  Lawc- 
noHgh. 

The  latter  of  theie  is  exprefled ;  fometimes  h^]  fnlfHrrngthe 
defires  of  theflefh;  and  by  hav'mg  the  converfatim  in  the  lusts  of 
the  fie (hy  iEph.2.3.  and  hy  being  fervant  to  unrighteottfiieffe\^ 
Rom .5.  and  by  takjn^  pleafure  in  fmne ,  and  by  finnmg  with 
greedlneffe  y  and  hy  felling  efa  mans  f elf  to  wor\  wlckjdnejfe^ 
and  hy  giving  up  our  felves^  or  our  f elves  over  to  uncleannefs  i 
when  a  man  doth  as  it  were  by  a  proper  and  voluntary  zd:  fur- 
render  up  his  foul  to  the  obedience  of  iniquity ,  as  the  fervant 
paffeth  away  himfelf,when  he  takes  fech  an  one  to  be  his  Lord, 
_  that  all  his  faculties,  and  ftrength,  and  defignes,  and  maine 
intentions  fhall  fubmit  thcmfelves  to  the  fervice  of  his  luits 
and  finnes. 

So  that  dominion  of  finne  on  fins  fart  ^comprehends  ftrong 
and  compleat  power  >  a  commanding  and  difpofing  power , 
--  and  on  thefimers  fart  it  comprehends  rehgn  ition,and  compleat 

•  fubje6lion :   A  molefting  power  doth  not  conftitute  its  domi- 

nion, (for  finne  may  moleft  as  an  enemy  ,  where  it  doth  not 
rule  as  a  King)  nor  doth  attempting  and  fuggefting  power 
/nakedly  confidered^  conftitute  its  dominion  (for  finne  may 
be  a  tempter  where  yet  it  is  not  a  iuIer.)But  where  the  domini- 
on of  fin  is  ereiled,  there  it  doth  fit  in  the  heart  as  a  King  in 

the 
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the  Throne,  and  gives  forth  its  Laws  and  commands  to  the 
foul  andbody,asto  its  proper  fervants  and  inftruments :  the 
which  commands  areas  chcarfully  entertained, as  they  are  un- 
juftly  preicribed.  ^  u  ru 

But  a  little   more  to  wade  into  this  point,,  finne  may  Sin  may  be  ui4 
be  faid  to  have  Dominion ,  or  to  reigne  in  a  threefold  ^^,  °*^*  ^°°^' 

relpecr. 

I.  In  reffeB  of  ajfem  i  when  the  underftanding  fubjedls  it  Inrefpcftof 
felf  to  its  motions :  I  fay  fubjc^ls  it  fclf,  for  there  are  two  aflcor. 
a6ls  of  the  mind  about  the  motions  and  commands  of  finne^ 
one  is  affrehenjlon^  another  hfahje^ion :  a  man  may  appre- 
hend (in  as  working,  and  yet  he  may  not  embrace ,  but  refift 
that  working  ©f(in:  And  then  it  is  not  finne  in  dominion: 
If  I  fee  an  enemy  approaching,  and  rife  up  to  oppofe  that^  e- 
nemy,heisnow  an  enemy  encountering,  but  he  is  not  a  King 
ruling:  fo  that  it  is  not  meere  apprehenfion  ,    but  fub;e<Sion  xwo  fortj  of 
which  puts  up  fin  into  the  Throne, into  a  dominion;  (  /.jwhen  fubjc<^ion. 
fin  gives  the  command,  and  the  finner  yeelds  theretOjUcnde^s 
up  himfelf  to  the  obedience,  freely  gives  way  unto ,  and  en- 
tertains the  motions  of  fin. 

And  hereto  we  muft  again  diftinguifliofthatfubjcftion  of 
affent  which  denominates  Dominion,  that  it  is  not  a  meer  paf- 
five  fubjeftion  (as  when  a  man  is  taken  prifoncr^bnt  ah  active 
fub;e6tioiV5  a  fubjedlion  of  approbation,  as  when  a  fervant 
hears  the  will  of  his  Mafter,  and  he  likes  it  fo  where  fin  hath 
dominion ,  the  finner  doth  not  give  a  naked  afient,  but  an  ap- 
proving affent ,  he  allows  his  finne  and  approves  of  his  finfull 
courfe. 

.    Neither  is  this  all,  for  every  aUive  ajfem  is  not  fufficient  to  Afiem is  elthw 
denominate  dominion  ;  a  man  may  be  on   a  fudden  circum-  P'^^PJP"*^^?  ^^ 
vented,  he  may  be  under  the  quicknefs  and  firength  of  a  tem-  ^^hbcrated, 
ptation ,  he  may  be  fo  over-born  by  fudden  paffion ,  that  pof- 
fibly  he  may  aflent,  and  approve  a  fin  inrefpe<$^  ofthefa6l, 
in  this  or  that  particular ,  for  this  and  that  time,  as  a  true  fub- 
]tdi  (fuppofe  one  oiDavids)'  not  underftanding  all  thing  a- 
right ,  not  pawfing,  was  drawn  to  the  confpiracy  on  Ahfobm 
fide,  fo  aChriftian  ,  in  whom  fin  hath  not  a  proper  domini- 
on ,  he  may  on  a  ludden  be  fo  enfnared  by  fin  ^»d  tempta- 

^  ~  P  cion. 
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tion  ,  that  he  gives  way  unto  ir,  yet  afterwards  he  re- 
turnes  to  himfelf,  and  condemns  his  own  aft  by  found  re- 
pentance. 

Twofold  alTent    .  The  efore  know,  that  the  affent  which  fets  up  fin  indomi- 
that  («$  uf  fin  nion  it  is  double, 

in  dominion.         One  is  Antecedent:  and  thisaffentis  fuch  a  work  of  the 
J,  Antecedent,  niinde  ,  wherein  fin  is  not  only  not  rejefted  and  condemned 
bur  yeelded  unto  and  approved:  what  Abraham  anfwered 
in  another  cafe  to  //^^r,  calling  out,  my  father,  he  prcfently 
anfwered,  here  am  1  my Jome  \  fo  when    finfull  corruption 
thrufts  out  the  finful  inclination  or  motion,thefinner  prcfent- 
Jy  anfwers,  here  am  I,  I  am  ready  to  do  thy  will,  I  like  it,  I  al- 
low it. 
•C^'^ft^ucnc.      The  other  is  Confequent :  this  is  an  affent  not  only  when  a 
fin  is  to  be  committed,  but  after  it  is  committed,  and  that  too, 
not  whiles  the  heat  of  finful  deceit  or  temptation  remaines 
and  lies  upon  the  foul,    but  when  that  is  gone  off;  when^^ 
matters  grow  quiet,  and  fober  and  calme ;  then  a  man  he  likes 
his  faft,  he  likes  his  courfc,he  doth  not  only  antecedently  de^ 
"vlfs  mlfchlef  onhis  bed  ,   and  Morres  not  evil :  and  fets  him-' 
[elf  in  a  t9Aj  that  is  not  good  ^  (as  Duvid  fpeaks,  PfaL'^6,/\,) 
^Jt  he    rejoyceth   vphen  he  hath  done    evil  y    and  delights  in 
the  frovoardnefs  of  the  y^ickjd   (  as  Solomon  fpeaks,  T^rov,^ 
>*    2.  14.  )  • 

Even  a  godly  man  by  temptation ,  and  by  infirmity  may 
yeeld  an  antecedent  affent,  but  then  as  foon  as  he  comes  to 
himfelf  again  ,  as  foon  as  he  recovers  his  judgement  to  be 
clearc,  andhisaffe6lionstobecalme,he  will  then  fet  upon 
himfelf  and  reverfe  his  own  ads,  he  will  judge  and  con- 
demn both  his  deed  and  his  affent  {fachafoolwas  /,  faid  Da- 
•old  )  and  he  will  hate  himfelf  and  his  finful  yeeldings  (  fneh  a 
beaft-was  /,  faid  D^z^/W  again  )  and  he  v\ill  not  rcf^  in  fuch 
aneftate;  Vetergoes  ent  and  weeps  bitterly^  fothat  even  his 
underhanding  will  condemn  his  underftanding ,  his  under- 
ftanding  by  a  fubfequent  aft  of  judiciary  fentence  will  con- 
.  ^  demn  and  dif-allow,  yea,  and  dif-avow  the  antecedent  aft  of 
the  underftanding  in  affenting  and  yeclding :  the  ferious  judg- 
meat  will  coad^mii  the  ra£h  judgement  i  As  a  man  who  hath 
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foolid  .!y  yeelded  to  the  bond,  if  he  can  get  it  into  his  hands 
he  will  now  blot  oui  his  name,  and  tear  cff  his  Teal ,  fo  ic  vvill 
be  in  this  cafe. 

But  where  fin  is  in  dominion ,  there  is  not  only  antcce-* 
dently  fermiffu  C  ". )  a  free  and  favourable  leave  given  to 
the  commitiin.,  oifin  ,  but  confequently  there  is  adhtfjiomd 
defenfioi  the  m:in  approves  and  upholds  that  which  was  com- 
mitted ;  there  is  not  a  revocation  of  the  fait,  a  man  doth  noc 
put  in ,  and  fue  out  a  Writ  ofErrora^ainfthimfelf  ( /.  )  that 
he  was  circumvented  by  deceit  and  miftake  ,  nor  doth  he 
make  proteftation  againfl  his  fmful  commilfions ,  but  ftil! 
owns  them  as -bein^  rea-|  to  proceed  and  advance  on  for- 
ward :  he  gave  his  band  before  that  fin  Ihouldbe  done  ,  and 
now  the  fin  being  drawn  out ,  as  it  were  ,  into  a  deed  of  his 
own  approbation,  he  further  confirms  the  fame,  by  ad- 
ding thereto  his  Seal ,  he  approves  it  fiill ,  and  faith , 
To    Thorreyv  fhall    be    M     to   day ,    and  much    more    ahnn^ 

Secondly,  /«  re^pe^i  of  the  confent  of  the  wltly  when  the  V*  *'*^P7^  **^  . 
will  declares  it  felfe  exnredy  as  a  party  for  finnc.    Beloved  !  [he  wTu 
the  difpofition  of  the  will  is  the  faieft  throne  of  finnes  dorni^  ^ 

nion,  and  as  we  jud^je  of  the  dominion  of  grace  farre  b<;tter 
by  the  will  and  affed ions,  then  by  the  workini^s  and  reaches 
of  the  underftanciing  :  fo  on  the  contrary  we  may  more  fafe- 
ly  judge  and  determine  of  the  dominion  of  fin  by  the  frame 
and  bent  of  the  will,  then  by  any  other  faculty  :  whatfoever 
may  be  difcourfed  about  natural  a6lions ,  for  their  prim^e  and 
principal  caufation ,  whether  by  the  will  or  by  the  under- 
ftanding  ,  yet  this  is  mott  true  in  morals,  that  the  greareri  de-  ' 

nomination  is  from  rhewil,  either  for  good  or  evil:  and 
this  holds  in  the  cafe  of.finnes  dominion  ;  the  wil' hsth  fin  a 
fort)  the  caftin^  voice  ,  it  is  one  of  the  chief,  of  rhe  Royal 
Armes  and  fupportersofthe  finful  Throne:  fin  is  firong 
indeed  when  it  hath  taken  feifure  and  pofielfion  of  the  wil^ 
the  more  corrupt  a  mans  will  is,  the  more  (tron  is  coTunti- 
on  in  the  man  ;  finne  is  hi^h,  when  the  finner  mil  fin,  ,and  f^n: 
Will  go  on.  *'>''«    logs  ^ 

The  School-men  obfcrvc  three  things  which  do  apper  W^nainwtif 

P  z  taini''"^ 
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Confcntt 


that 


Eledioos 


Command  and 


caine  to  the  will,  and  they  do  all  of  them  dcmonftrate  finncs 
domimon.  .,  ..       . 

1.  C^nfenfm  :  you  know  that  the  confent  of  the  will  is 
that  which  makes  the  match  'cwixt  perfon  and  perfon  CinXaw, 
the  Canon, Law>  conjenfm^non  concubltusfacit  matrlmomum) 
foherc  the  confeming  of  the  will ,  it  is.  the  efpoufing  and 
contraftingof  the  foul  and  finne  together ;  I  will  be  a  Lord  to 
thee,  faith  finne,  and  I  will  be  a  fervant  to  thee ,  faith 
the  (Inner:  I  will  give  thee  pleafure  and  profit,  faich 
finne ,  and  I  will  give  thee  my  heart  and  obedience,  faith  the 
finner. 

2.  EU^to :  this  is  fuch  an  ad  or  work  of  the  will  in  which 
a  man  prefers  one  thing  before  another,  or  one  way  before,  a- 
nother :  And  where  finne  is  in  dominion ,  the  finner  would 
rather  be  finfulthen  godly,  he  would  rather  go  on  in  his  fins 
then  forfake  them  ;  They  love  darkj^efs  rather  then  light  j]o\\, 
5.ip.  ThoH  lovefi  evil  more  then  good  ^and  lying  rather  then 
to  ffeak^righteoufnefsyVCzl.  <>2.  3.  as  it  was  with  the   Hehrer» 
fervant ,  when  the  year  of  Jubilee  was  come,  liberty  was  pro- 
pounded unto  him,he^  might  so  free  if  he  would  ,  it  did  de- 
pend upon  his  own  choice,but  the  fervant  Cfomtimes)he  loved 
his  Malto,he  would  not  go  free :  So  when  the  Lord  comes  to 
^  man  in  whom  finne  doth  exercife  dominion,  and  propounds 
unto  him  feveral  things,  and  feveral  ways,  here  is  rieaven,and 
here  is  Hell  5  hereisLife,  and  here  is  Death  ;  here   is  Holi- 
neffe,  and  here  is  Sin ;  here  is  the  way  of  Duty,  and  here  is 
the  way  of  Difobedicnce ;  why  as  Efati  made  choice  of  the 
pooremcfle  of  pottage ,  or  as  the  Jews  of  Bar  abbas ;  fo  the 
finncr,hc  makes  choice  of  his  fins  and  finful  ways,!  had  rather 
keep  my  drunkenneffe  ftilJ,  my  unclcannefs  fiill,  my  covetouf* 
nefs  mil,  &c.  V 

'^Jm^eriumorfropojitum :  the  will  is  the  chief  wheel  of  the 
foul ;  it  is  that  which  in  a  fort  commands  all  the  faculties , 
and  all  their  afts :  now  where  the  will  is  chief  in  fin,  if  finning 
be  the  fruits  of  its  lufiful  commands :  a  man  hath  fet  up  his  re- 
folution  ,  it  is  the  purpofe  of  his  heart)  to  be  as  he  hath  been, 
andtodo  as  be  hath  done,  he  will  not  learn  to  do  good  5  he 
will  hold  ftft  his  wickednefe,  here  fm  is  in  dominion. 

^  Ne- 


«iAi*.»_I.- 
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■J  I  Neverthelcfs  for  the  dear  difcovery  of  this  part  of  fins  do- 
minion in  refpeft  of  the  vyill>  be  pleafed  to  obferve  feveral 
things. 
I .  That  there  is  a  twofold  will,  ^  Tkre'is  a  tvY04 

I.  One  is  a/together  Jingle  j?i  Its  workj^^gs^  it  doth  not  part-  fold  wilU 
ly  incline  to  good,  and  partly  to  evil ,  but  either  only  to  Single. 

f^ood,  or  only  to  evil ,  v.g,  where  the  created  nature  (which 
I    is  reafonable )  was  never  morally  deformed ,  or  where  the 
rational  nature  is  glorioufly  reformed,  there  the  will  inclines 
I    only  to  good,  ("as  in  the  Angels  and  bleffed  fouls)  fo  again, 
v\hercthc  nature  is  totally  deformed ,  (I  mean  inrefpe6lof 
fpiritualsj  where  it  is  intirely  corrupted,  there  the   Bias  of 
J    the  will  draws  the  foul  only  to  evil,  the  whole  ponde  ,  weight, 
^    and  ftrength  of  the  will  is  for  fin :  and  the  finner  (without  a- 
ny  intrinfecal  oppofition  of  another  nature  in  the  will)  vvill 
yeeld  andfurrcnder  up  himfelf  unto  fin.    Now  fuch  a  will  as. 
this  plainly  argues  dominion  of  fin  :  where  the  will,  whatic 
is  and  can  do,  that  it  is  and  will  do  for  fin;  when  we  may  fay, 
of  the  will  as  Szmi  John  of  the  world;  the  whole  world  lies 
wwlckednefs  -,  i  Jon.  5.  19.  fo  the  whole  will   (the  whole 
frame  and  bc:nt  of  ir)  is  univerfally  obediential,  or  ferviceable, 
where  the  who'e  nature  of  the  will  vents  it  felf  into  an  habita- 
nt and  plenary  confent ;  This  is  of  it  felf  manifeft,  that  fin  hath 
dominion. 

Another  is  mixt  andcomfoi^njedi  when  the  will  is  divided  Mix c and  wS* 
within  it  fclf,and  confequenrly  its  confents  anddiffents    cni-  pounded.. 
bracings  and  refufing  )  are  likewife  oppofed  one  to  another, 
and  oppofin^  each  the  other  in   the  fame  man  ••  you  muft 
know  that  o-i-inal  fin  (which  ycr  in  pirt  remaines)  is  diffu- 
fed  through  th^;  whole  man,  and  inr  o every  faculty  ;  and  fo 
renuing  '^"^cq    (which  is  oppofiticc   thereto)  is  an  univerfal  .- 
temper ,  difperfed  into  every  facul'y  too:  Neither  is  it  able  .  -  t. 

utterly  to  dif-lod-^e  fin  in  e[pe6l  of  biing  on  fome  a6lin  .s  : 
So  that  a  regenerate  man  (as  Saint  AHfilni  f->ake)  hath  in  him 
an  old  man  and  a  new  man  :  his  flcrh  is  like  a  dead  man,  and 
hisfnirit  like  a  living  man;  the  living  man  moves  up,  the 
dead  man  hangs  down  ;  th::  living  mans  breath  is  fveet,  the 
dead  mans  favour  is  lo^thfome  \  fo  far  forth  as  the  will  is  re.-        \ 

newed: 
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newed  by  grace,  fo  far  doth  k  reje6l  and  d^ny  finnes  confenc, 
bdcio  far  as  ic  is  aff^d^ed  and  diffu  bwd  by  remiinlng  and 
working  corruption  ,  fo  far  forth  ic  is  vvillia^  and  ready  enough 
Toconienc  t'^  fiHi^ul  a6\ings. 

Now  whenwe  fay  that  the  dominion  of  fin  depends  u:^on 
the  will  J  this  is  not  to  be  underitood  of  th-  co  Pipounded 
will,  or  of  the  aflent  and  aftions  which  do  a.ife  fron  a  na- 
ture ,  and  will  imperfe6lly  renewed  and  <  Lanfcd  in  refped  of 
degrees :  But  of  the  fingle  and  corrupt,  and  fo  coin^leat  will 
wherein  the  confent  is  total  and  plenary.  Now  the  plenary 
confent  of  the  v\ill  confifls  proper  y  in  the  full  and  natural , 
and  longing  inclination  of  the  will  after  fin;  when  the  will 

'  embraceth  an  evil,  fets  the  heart  upon  it ,  bends  after  ic,  and 

that  without  any  refifhnce  orftriving:  fo  that  ic  is^che  em- 
bracing of  fin,  with  an  unltriving  confenc  of  the  will,which  fets 
up  the  dominion. 

Whf  thcf  a)i        Q,"i^fi'  1 .  Here  now  falls  in  a  fubde  and  deep  enquiry  whe- 

refiitancc  im»    ther  ^//  refifiance  Impairs  domlnion^and  no  r^JijlAnce  doth  aliv/ijs 

pairs  dominion  infalllhty  arfue  tt. 

^ni".?on!^tr      5^/.  I  aiifwei  briefly  co  the  firft. 

All  reftft^nce  ^*  Tio^t  all  rejijtar^ce  doth  not  prejudice  dominion'  A  man 
doth  not  preja-  may  hold  a  firmc  league  with  (in  in  his  heart,  he  may  be  a 
dice  dominion,  fcrvant  CO  it,  though  fornecimes  in  feme  parcicuUrs  he  may 

skirmifh  and  quarrel. 
Ajw-fold  re-       There  is  therefore  a  double  refiftancc,or  denyin^,or  difputing 
^**"^^-  wirhfin.  '   .  ^ 

Coflatcral  and      One  is  Collateral  aild  accidental ;  which   doth  not   arifc 
AMidemaU      f^om  an  immediate  contrariety  of  nature ,  buc  from  a  contra- 
riety of  eff ;6ls  :    As  now  a  man  in  whom  fin  hath  dominion, 
his  finnings  may  be  fent  back  with  fuch  bitter  Writs  of  attach- 
ment, that  he  may  fiand  at  defiance,  and  be  at  fome  forbear- 
ance (a  whilej  from  fin  :  or  he  may  have  fuch  affeded  ap- 
prehenfions  of  death  an  i  hell,  and  fhame  andterror:  where- 
upon he  may  refift  fin  as  penal  and  painful :  as  a  thing  fo  bitter- 
ly vexin2,and  g^JlinL:,and  this  grieves  him  too. 
Na^oral  and        Another  is  natural  and  Immediate:  which  depends  on  aa 
loimeditcc.      holy  nature  implanted  in  the  foul,  which  oppofeth  finne  as  a 

chi:n5  fornaally  evil  and  difpUafin^  to  Cod ;    This  reiiftancc 

doth 
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doth  ( I  confefs)  prejudice  fin  in  its  dominion,buc  the  former 
doth  not. 

Secondly,  No  nflraint  doth  tmfly  the  consent  to  bs  plenary ^  No  reijilincc 
and  therefore  finne  to  be  in  dominion  :  when  the  efhte  of  ^^^^  »"ip^y  « 
the  foulisfuch,  that  no  contrary  quality  (lands  'twixt  the  P^^^^^^^"^*^*^^ 
command  of  fin  and  the  obedience  of  a  finner,  it  is  eafie  to 
point  who  is  Lord  of   the  Houfe  :  and    indeed   what    doth 
more  paJpabiy  demonftratc  dominion,    then  a  quiet  fub- 
jeftion.  J.    . 

It  is  not  all  the  commandings  of  fin  (alone)  which  argi>e  ' 

dominion  infallibly  (an  enemy  may  command  much,and  high- 
ly, as  Semacherih^  and  yet  not  be  obeyed)  but  it  is  confcnt, 
and  the  more  full  and  quiet  kinde  of  confenr,  which  is  that 
where  no  refinance  is  made)this  flievvs  that  the  ftrong  man  pof- 
fcffeth  the  houfe. 

^efi.  2.  But  yet  another  queftion  is  raifed,  and  to  be  re- ^'^^'^'r  « 
moved,  whether  a  good  man,  in  whom  finne  hath  not  domi-  S°°^  ^^^  oiiy 
nion,  may  notyeeld  a  plenary  confent  of  vvill;  which  if, then  p]°^Jr^'^^^^^ 
plenary  confent  argues  not  dominion.  ^  in  whom /in 

I  will  tell  you  what  I  conjefture  about  it ,  in  a  few  pro-  hath  notdomii 


nton. 


pofitions. 

I.  It  isfojfihlethat  he  may  finne  mllingly  \  two  ^^ntenfive  a  good  man 
aggravations  of  fin  (in  refpeft  of  particulars )  may  befall  a  may  ^n  wii-: 
good  man ,  viz.,  he  may    fin   knowingly  ,  ana  he  may  l^ngly* 
fin  willingly :    the  caufe  whereof  is  this,  becaufc  his  will  is  but 
in  part  rcnued ,  and  therefore  may  be  a  willing  principle ; 
neither  doth  this  fet  up  fin  in  dominion,  though  it  greatens 
fin  in  the  commiflion  ;  for  as  much  as  not  every  particular 
willingnefsjbut  an  habitual  &  a  compleat  willingnefs  allures  fin  • 
of  its  dominion. 

Secondly,  obfcrvc,  ^^^^  thireis-a  donble  concourfe  of  the  rv ills  There  is  a 
confent  tsjin-,  double  con- 

One  is  realy  when  in  truth  the  whole  compofition ,  and  cou^u^fihs 
all  the  inclination  of  the  will  is  for  fin,  the  bent  of  it,  and  ^**'|>*^^o* 
Bias,  all  runs  that  way  :  and  where  it  is  thus,  there  fin  is  in 
dominion. 

Another  \s  fenflbUi  which  is  an  obferved  aiding  of  the  will  ^^"^'^K 
as  embracing, and  leaguing  it  v\ich  fin :  when  all  (which  may 

foj> 
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for  the  prefcnt  be  obferved)  is  a  corrupt  inclination  and  con- 
fent :  Now  here  I  conjeaure ,  that  poffibly  fin  may  not  al- 
wayes  have  dominion,  where  yet ,  for  the  prefent ,  and  for  a 
particular,  the  whole  fenfible  part  of  the  will  feemsoniy  for 
w[  N  iinne. 

*  _  ^"^^^^  My  reafon  is  this,  ^.  the  rcfiilances  of  grace  are  fecret  and 

j,  more  hidden  ;  and  again,  when  the  foul  is  hurried  to  a  fin  in 

1}  the  heateof  temptations  and  paiTions,  it  is  not  eafily  able 

to  obferve  every  fecret  and  tranfienc  regretting  and  op-, 
pofition. 
Dii^inzuifli  Thirdly^you  muft  diRingaifh ywixtdomlmoij  of  fiftyandtmxt 

twixc  domi-  ^  ftrong  Inclination  tofm :  dominion  of  fin  is  a  thing  more 
monoffin,*nd  natural,  but  thcftrong  inclination  may  be  preternatural:  as 
a  ftrong  incli-^  ftone  by  ftrength  may  be  vehemently  carried  upward,  or  an 
?^»^!o5  wfin.  ^j.^^^  out  of  a  bowe,  and  yet  the  propenfions  of  their  nature 
arc  quite  contrary  and  downward. 

A- man  in  a  violent  temptation,  and  under  the  ftrength  of 
a  feduced  judgement ,  like  a  captive,  he  xmay  be  exceedingly 
haled  ,  he  may  put  on  eargerly  for  a  fin ,  yet  with  fome  little 
reluftancy ,  with  fome  drivings  on  the  other  fide  ,  with  fome 
.  diffentings,  though  faint,  though  feeble,  though  not  able  to 
put  by  the  aflually  greater  ftrength  of  the  temptation ;  {o 
that  the  will  may  be  ftrongly  inclined ,  when  yet  it  is  not  to- 
tally inclined  ;  the  violent  flying  out  of  the  foul,  may  be  but 
the  hurrying  ftrength  of  an  enemy,  which  marchcth  in  hafte :. 
againft  which  the  Regenerate  part  of  the  will  may  put  in  its 
exceptions,  and  though  unable  to  ftay  the  foul,  yet  it  may  be 
able  to  appeal  to  heaven  againft  this  rafli  and  ftrong  work- 
ings .&c, 
Dlfthiiaifh  4-   I^^ft^y>  y^^^  ^"^    diftinguifti  'twlxt  jaBs^  and,  'trv'ixt 

betwixt  kdis   coHvfes  ;  and  'twixt  particular,  and  'twixt  general  intenti- 
8nd  coyrfcy.     ons :  and  'twixt  too  much  yeclding,  and  a  plenary  yeelding 
and  refignation. 

The  will  may  come  on  to  fin  (where  it  hath  not  domimon  J 
in  refpe6loffa6^srandby  a  particular  intention,  and  by  a 
partial  yeclding  ;  but  where  the  will  comes  on  as  to  a  courfe, 
and  with  a  general  intention  ,  and  with  a  plenary  yeelding, 
i  there  is  dominion : '  Thus  of  the  dominion  of  fin  in  re- 

fpea  of  the  will.  ^  Third- 


-^ 
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Thirdly  5  the  dsm'mien  of  Jin  may  bs  confidered,  in  refpect  ^f  Of  the  Joa^« 
the  workjor  frrv'tce  ;  the  working  of  fm,  and  obedient  ading  "^f''*?! ^^£t^ 
ofic,  doth  alio  include  and  exprefs  ics^dominion ;  Hence  J5^P[^"  °^  "* 
they,  in  whom  fm  hath  dominion  ,  arefaid  tofervejime^  and 
they  are  faid  to  ohey  fme^  (  his  fervants ye  are  to  whom  ye  *- 
hey  )  and  they  arc  faid  to  commit  ft n  ,  d^tt^iXuLv  '^otitr  ( to  do 
it  as  a  man  would  follow  his  trade  J  and  they  are  faid  to  do 
the  work,  of  the  devil  >  Joh.8.44.  ^^  ^^  ^^^  (inner  had  nothing 
clfe  to  do,  but  to  follow  and  fervc  his  fins :  which  we  may 
evidently  fee  in  perfons  under  the  dominion  of  any  luft,  their 
whole  and  maine  defignesare  to  fulfil  it :  the  drunkard,  it  is 
his  work  and  life  to  fit  and  drink;the  covetous  perf©n,it  is  his 
work  and  courfe  of  life  to  be  fcraping,and  getting  ;  As  where 
''race  is  in  dominion  ;  vvhy  ?  the  main  work  is  to  ferve  and 
pleafe  God,  to  learn  his  will  and  obey  it ;  fo  is  it  on  the  con- 
trary where  fin  hath  Dominion ;  the  fervice  of  the  finncr  is 
^'iven  up  to  fin,  io  that,  obedience  to  fin  (which  is  the  doing 
of  the  work  of  fin)  doth  evidently  demonftrate  the  domini- 
on thereof. 

Nevcrthclefs,  youmuft  wifely  underftand  this  as  you  have 
the  other  parts  refpe£ling  finnes  Dominion ;  therefore  Con- 

fider  \ 

Firft  ,  that  there  is  a  twofold  obedience  untofiv.  A  twofold  obi» 

Qn^\&  Material-:  when  that  thing  is  done  or  a(Slcd  which  ^^"*^y.^|"'°** 
is  finful :  the  work  is  repugnant  to  the  will  of  God,  yet  this    *  ^"^  * 
abfolutely  doth  not  conftitute  dominion ;  for  as  much  as  it 
may  be  with  the  foul,  as  with   a  Captive,   who  may  do  the 
fame  work  which  the  fubje6ldoth,  yet  not  with  the  fame 
mind, and  not  in  the  fame  form  of  fervice. 

Another  is  formal :  when  the  work  of  fin  is  not  only  done,  Form^^. 
but  it  is  done  after  the  manner  of  finning,  as  when  a  fervaat 
or  fubje£l  do  exprefs  fervice  and  obedience ,  they  do  it  with 
the  hearts  of  fervants  and  fubjcds,aq^  as  to  a  Maikr  and  King: 
fo  where  a  man  obeyeth  his  lurts ,  where  he  doth  the  work  ^ 
^  as  Covenant-work,  as  the  work  of  a  fervant,as  a  proper  work, 
and  as  a  ready  work,  as  an  hearty  work ,  indeed  this  argues 
Dominion. 

^  Agaio, 
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Simple  aod 
ablolucf. 


Curfory  or 
cranfienc 


Diftinjuiniof      Again,  we  muft  ditoguiili  of  obedience  ts  the  commands  of 
obedience  to     pme, 

o^f  fin°°''^*'^^' .   Ont  h  Jimfle  a^.  ^bfoltite  I   which  is  when  to  f.i,  though 

it  be  nor  every  particular  thing  which  a  man  doth,  yet  it  % 

a  principal  thing  unto  which  he  applies  himfeif :    as  that  is  a 

mans  trade,  act  prefenrly  which  he  looks  upon  or  deales  in 

but  wherein  he  doth  principally,  and  chiefly  deale  in      unto 

which  he  applies  the  current  and  rtrength  of  his  ftock  :  fo 

~itis  here,iin  is  a  mans  abfolute  work  ,  when  it  is  his  maine 

work  ,  and  he  isbefides  his  calling  (as  it  were)  when  he  is  bc- 

fides  his  fin :  fuch  an  obedience  is  a  refpeel:  unto  fin  in  Do* 

minion. 

Another  is  curfory  or  tranflcnt :  as  a  Bee  may  ligiit  upon 
a  thilHe ,  but  her  work  is   to  be  gathering  at  flowers ,  or  a 
rbeep  maybe  in  the  dirt ,  but  its  work  is  to  be  j;raflinc^  on 
the  mountains ,  or  in  the  meadows :  or  an  honeft  traveller 
may  be  befides  the  way  in  a  wood ,  or  in  an  houfe,  but  his  work 
is  to  goon  in  the  Kings  Rode,    So  is  it  polTible  for  a  man  in 
whom  fin  hath  not  dominion  to  touch  upon  finful  fa6ls;  But 
his  maine  way ,  his    principal  work  to  which  he  doth  ap- 
ply  the  intentions    and  ftrength  of  his   heart  and  fpirit  > 
it  is  the   obedience  unto  God ,  and  his  holy  and  righte- 
ous will. 

I,  Therefore  in  the  third  place  obfcrve  another  diflin- 
ddon  :  which  though  it  doth  hold  feme  correfpondency 
with  the  former :  yet  it  faith  a  little  more,  and  gives  yet  a 
further  light. 

There  is  an  obedience. 

I.  Of  coiirfe  :  which  is  a  continued  applying  of  our  felve^ 
to  the  work  of  finne  :  it  is  our  trade  which  we  do  drive , 
the    mire  in  which  we  wallow ,  the  mill  which  we  help 


There  is  an 

obedience 

.Ofcourfc. 


going  on. 


Of  ha. 


2.  Of  FaB  ,  which  may  be  but  fomc  particular  and  inter- 
vcnient  a£ts:  not  a  thred  fpun  out  and  drawen,  but  a 
fwofd  drawen  ,  and  fheathed  againe ,  and  laid  down.  There 
is  fomethifig  which  fteps  in  ,  interrupts  the  progrcffc  ,  and 
takes  off  the  foul  from  fervice,  and  then  it  i^  not  fin  in  Do- 
mmion, 

§Hefi. 


I  a 
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Qpteft,  I.  I  know  that  that  is  a  notable  cafe,  whether  Whether  all 
all  interruptions  of  finfuU  fa6ls  ,  impeach  finncs  Domi-  ^"t«»fuptiona 
nion.  ?^^"^"'  ^^* 

SoL  For  my  part  I  think,  that  all  abfolHtely  do  not  ^  tiiere  a^m^n^on.^     - 
are  woki^des  of  abruptions ,  or  Imerr fictions y  (l,)  working  All  abfolutcl/ 
caufes,  which  do,  if  not  untwine  the  thred,  yet  refpice  and  hin-  do  not. 
der  the  finifhing  of  it.  ^  .  J^^o  kind,  d 

Some  are  Polltkal :  when  the  interruptions  depend  upon  1?^?""^,"°"^' 
politick  and  private  refpedts :  as  upon  the  wiidome   of  the 
flelli ,  the  (Ringings  of  confcience,  the  defe£l  of  occafionsjthe 
fafety  of  our  names  and  credit,  &c. 

Others  are  Naturaly  which  depend  upon  a  contrary  na- 
ture, touchmg  the  heart  for  its  particular  trefpa(Ting,humbling 
it,  recovering  it  again  out  of  the  fnare  of  the  devil ,  and  this 
interruption,  is  not  only  ameer  limit,  or  politique  halt  for 
awhile  where  the  finncr  takes  breath,  and  makes  a  paufe  be- 
foe  he  will  goon  ,  but  it  is  an  undoing  of  a  particular  ill-  '^' 

doing  i  by  an  holy  nature  now  recovering  the  foul. 

Once  again  obferve,  that  the  work  or  obedience  to  fin  is  The  obedience 
twofold.  to  fin  is  twofold 

i.Enhcrhy  furpr if al^^  znicomfnlfory^  3nd  this  work  owes compulfory, 
it  felf  not  to  the  intention  of  the  heart,  nor  to  the  appro- 
bation of  the  judgement,  but  to  the  dcccitfulnefs  offin,and  to 
the  ftrength  of  temptation. 

2.  Another  is  cheerful  ^^nA  as  it  were  of  nature,  now  re-  rug.  r  » 
member  that  a6ls  of  furprifal,  do  not  teftifie  fin  in  dominion :  ' 

indeed  this  they  may  teftifie  that  fin  in  its  inclination, or  Satan 
in  his'  temptation,is  (at  that  time  very  ftrong  :  but  yet,not  that 
they  rule ;  for  dominion  in  this  cafe  is  not  when  a  man  is  van- 

quillied  andcaptived,butwhenheyeelds  out  himfelfe  >  and 
willingly  follows. 

Though  fin  be  a6led,  yet  it  is  not  therefore  fin  in  dombi-  , 

on ,  unlefle  it  be  a  willing  doini^  of  the  work  of  fin  :  though 
force  and  compulfion,  may  be  fufficient  to  tertifie,that  there 
is  a  tyrant ,  yet  ready  obedience  is  that  which  teltifies  homage 
to  a  King.  «, 

Thus  have  you  heatd  a  little  in  the  general  about  the  nature 
of  Dominion^and  abguc  the  nature  and  manner  of  fins  domini- 
ons^ i^  a  5«  I 


Mlw  ■■■<?■— i^-*»' 
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Sininaomini-      5. 1  conjefture  :  that  it  is  fit  to  adde  one  thing  more  in  tfa a 
on  is  either,      general  about  the  dominion  of  fin,  as  refpefting  its  powerfij 

commands  that  it  is  either, 
Habhuil,  or,       i,.  H^^/V«^/, where  fin  in  the  courfe  behaves  it  felf  as  a  King, 

it  rules,  and  commands,  and  difpofeth  of  the  perfon  to  it5 

bafe  fervices  and  lufts. 

AAuiI.  ^'  •^<^^^^'  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  "^^  properly  its  dominion  ,  though 

it  be  mifcalled  io ,  yet  to  give  a  little  fcope  to  frcenele  of 
language,  I  will  call  it  an  a&ual  dominion,  which  is  rather  a 
'  particular  prevalency  of  a6ls,then  a  Sovereignty  or  dominion 
in  the  nature,  when  though  the  heart  and  nature  have  furren- 
dred  themfelvcs  toChrilt  as  the  only  Lord,  and  to  his  will 
as  the  only  Law,  yet  in  many  particulars,  i\vi  gets  the  better 
over  grace,  though  it  canpot  be  faid  to  rule,  yet   it  may  be 
faid  to  conquer :  it  makes  the  man  to  fall  down  5  it  is  too 
ftrong  and  prevalent  for  all  the  adual  improvements,  and 
particular  reliftances  of  grace  and  prayer  at  that  time,  and  for 
that  fafl.    Againftwhich,ifl  mirtakenot,X)^z'/^  doth  here 
principally  bend  himfelf,  when  he  prays  \_  Let  not,    them  have 
domlmonoverme^]  that  is,  not  only,  let  them  not  rule,    buc 
which  is  beyond  that,  let  them  not  fomuch  as  prevail  over 
me :  Though  I  may  meet  with  temptations  to  prefuijiptuous 
and  high  fiinnings,  though  I  may  finde  a  falfe  nature  ready  e- 
nough  to  break  forth  upon  a  vain  confidence  ,  yet  Lord  do 
tbou  then  fo  effcftually  aide  and  afiift  me,  that  I  may  not  only 
refift)  but  refel  them  ;  though  they  may  attempt,  yet  let  not 
them  once  conquer  nor  overcome  me ;  let  me  never  yeeld 
to  them, nor adt  them:  yet  if  any  think  that  he  aimes  at 
the  habitual .  dominion  of  thofe    finnes;     I  will. not  en- 
ter into  the' lifts  ,    let  him  enjoy   his   opinion,    but  I 
think  this  of  aftual  dominion  is  more  punctuall  to  the 
place. . 


SECT. 
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SECT.  II. 

^  ...  .J        Whether  fin  in 

QHef}-,  \7\7  Ji'-'her  fin  in  dominion  may  befal  a  David,  or  dominion  may 

V     V      regenerate  ftrfon  ?  befal  a  regcnc- 

Forthe  refoludon  of  this  quelHon  remember  thefe  par- ""  P*'^^°"' 

ticulars.  Thcrclsadif- 

I.  Tnac  there  IS  adifrerence   twwc  feccatum  vt^cens^  and  fcrence bctwiit 


fpedts  the  will  3  In  Conqueft  the  perfon  refifts ,  but  his 
ftrength  is  too  weak:  In  dominion  the  perfon  yeelds  up 
himfcjf  to  the  Will,  and  Law,  and  Power  of  another.  Sin 
may  overcome  a  Regenerate  perfon  ,  but  it  hath  not  domini- 
on in  him. 

2.  There  is  JDomlmtim  Tyrmni -^  and  Domhlum  Domini',  Thcrcisaty2 
A   tyrannical  J)ominion  is  by  force   and  conftraint,  a  Re-  r^nnlcal  domy 
gall  dominion  is  by  confent  and  choice  5  the  former  is  inci-  J»on «nd  arcgal 
dent  to  the  Regenerate :  Panl  complaines  that  he  is  fold  un-  -' 

der  finne  ,  Rom.  7.  But  tAhab  [old  himfeif  to  yvorkjvlcked- 
nefs.  Paul  is  brought  into  captivity  to  the  Law  of  finnsy  but 
Jtida^  wi  lingly  offers  himfeif  to  betray  Chrift :  In  tyrannical 
dominion  there  is  unwillin^nefle  ,  hatred,  diflike,  conflid^, 
wea  inifs ,  trouble  ,  and  de(ire  to  be  freed :  In  Regal! 
Dominion  there  is  chiefe  Contentment ,  Delight ,  and 
Reft,  &c. 

-^^  The  Dominion  of  fin  may  be  taken  either,  T^  dominltjn 

1.    StrlBly  and  Pr'^f^ly '  sshf^  fin  is  abfolute,  and  full,  Striaiy*^*'^ 
and  unrontrored,  and  the  firmer  fn^ely  ancfctotally  Refignes 
up  himlelfe  to   the  jufls,   and  will,    and   commands  of 
finne. 

^  2^.Lar£elyy  and  In  fome  ref'^e£l ,  when  as  to  ^<^rnepar-T      ,  ; 
ticular  a^Tof  fin,  there  is  not    ((or  a  time  )  any  a6lual  or  pre-      ^^^  ^* 
valent  prefent  refillance :  even  the  will  it  fdfe  is  furprifed 
by  carnal  aftedions,  but  yet  in  the  event,  and  at  lengthy  it 
as  revived,  and  grace  doth  lefume ic$  imperinmy  and  reco- 
vers > 


V. 
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vers  the  perfon  again  :  In  this  fenfe  (in  may  be  faid  to  reign, 
Simile  or  to  have  dominion  in  a  Regenerate  perfon  ;     But  it  is  as 

a  Thief  or  Robbe:  raigning  and  ruling  in  a  royal  Cattle,  which 

(fhortly)  he  is  forced  to  quit  and  leave. 
A  conapleat  dc-      g^-  f^^  ^  comfleat ,  mcontrolLd,  habitual ,  final  dominion  of 
minion  cannot  r     f^^^  ^^^^^^  hefalthe  regenerate, 

jj^jjijj^  1,  Ibe  Uomimon  oj grace  and  (thrift  is  eternal  \  True  grace 

Rcafons  of  it.    is  an  immortal  feed  ,  it  cannot  be  totally  quenched  :  a  well 
of  water  fpringing  to  evsrlafting  life. 

2.  The  union  with  Chrlfi  is  tnfep arable  ,  ^W  Infuperable  , 
which  could  not  be  ,  if  a;  regenerate  pcrlbn  might  fall  under 
fuch  a  dominion  of  fin. 

3.  The  fromlfe  of  grace  mtiFt  not  falle  ,  fin  fhallnot  have 
dominion  over  us  y  Rom.d.14.  ^  fvlH  fMue  their  Inl^mtles  ^ 
Michay.ip. 

4.  7  he  Covenant  of  God  Isy  I  will  put  my  fear  Into  tkelr  hearts 
that  they  fi:all  not  depart  from  mey  ]tT,'^2.^0» 

5.  Jefus  Chrlfi  hath  conc^mred  ^  as  well  as  other  enemies  , 
fo  our  fins.  V. 

"Why  then  doth     Quefl-.  If  fin  in  dominion  cannot  happen  to  the  Regenerate, 

^alnftT^''  why  doth  DW  pray,  C^r. 

Reafonjof  it*       '^^^^  Three  things  may  be  faid  of  this, 

'  *  i.IfjD^z'/y  or  any  regenerate  perfon  fliould  be  left  unto 
bimfelfjfin  would  have  dominion  over  him  :  therefore  he 
prays,  acknowledging  that  it  mutt  be  a  ftrength  greater  then 
his  own,  &c. 

2.  prayers'  are  a  means  to  fetch  us  out  of  the  Dominion  of 
fin,and  keep  off  fin  from  having  dominion  over  us :  upon  Fanls 
prayer,  the  anfvverwas,  my  grace  Is  jufiic  lent  for  thee, 

3,  Although  habitual,  and  univerfal,  and  final  dominion  of 
fin  be  incompetilj^e  or  inconfittent  with  the  ftate  of  grace  ,  yet 
aftual  and  particular  dominion  is  pofTibie,  and  there  are  great 
retfonsfor  a  regenerate  perfon  to  pray, if  it  were  no  more  then 
againft  particular,  and  temporary  dominion  of  fin ;  but  of  this 
more  diftinftly  in  ibc  next  Seftion. 


SECT, 


mm 
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SECT.  III. 

Qtiefl,  3.   ^\X7  ^y  J^^vld  frayes  a^alfift  fin  iyi  dominion  f    Why  David 

VV      SoL  Remember  that  precedent  di(Un61:i-  prays  againft  ^  ^ 

on  oiaclual  domimon^  which  comprehendv^d  a  particular  pre- ^^'^  *"  dominif 

vahncyover  the  foul  for  particular  a6ls  of  finning:  and  of^'^* 

hahitml  dominion  v^'ich  intimated  th<i  full  refignation  of  the 

heart  to  the  commands  of  corruption. 

In  both  refpedls  there  may  be  great  reafons  >    why  any 

man  iliould  pray  aqainft  the  dominion  of  fin.  «    r       ^ 

aV>  ^  /I    a     r  J  Reafons  of 

I.  h^nmx attHal dominion.  Praying asainft 

I.  Becaufe  though  a6luai  dominion  ^W/^  ;2(7/^  Z;?/^///^/;  r^y?/-  aaoaldomi- 
fie  the  perfon  tohebAdi  yet  it  u  ever  a  breahj?ig  forth  of  what  nion. 
is  very  had  :  for  as  much  as  the  a6lion  in  this  cafe  is  but  finne  Adual  doml- 
a6led  "*°"  of  (in  is 

Now  confider,  /    ^  , 

J, That  every  fin  (as  ,i^ed)  is  therefore  theporfe  :  you  know  Note, 
that  fin,  though  it  be  a  vile  thing ,  yet  it  tends  towards  a  per-  ^l^^yf^^}^ 
fe6lion  (in  its  kinde)  lult^vohen  it  hath  conceived  y    hringethl   ^^  tnerc- 
ftrth  fin^andjin  when  it  is  finijhed^  &c.Jam.i.i  ^.  He  alludes  to 
a  xbilde  in  the  womb,  which  in  the  conception  is  not  fo  per- 
fe6l  and  com  pleat ,  as  in  the  birth  and  life;  fin  is  naturally  bad, 
if  it  be  at  all,  it  is  evil,  if  in  inclination  it  is  evil,  if  in  thought 
evil,  if  in  56lin^,  then  much  worfe ;  v\'hen  it  is  brought  forth, 
then  it  is  more  ripened ,  and  therefore  the  more  finftiI;novY 
where  fin  hath  but  a6lual  dominion  ,  there  it  prevails,  though 
not  alvvayes  to  a  full  confent,  yet  to  a  finful  fervice  or  a6t :  the 
perfon  doth  the  thing- which  is  evil. 

2.  That  the  aEling  of  the  greater  fin  is  altvays  a  greater  kfnde  The  3<5lJng  of 
of  finning:  I  mean,  ceteris  farihns  t  if  things  be  equally  fet  5^^  Srctcr  fin 

lo^aner.  ^  kinde  of  5n. 

A  high  fin,  a  prefumptuous  fin  in  temptation  is  not  fo  ning, 
guilty,  as  the  fame  prefumptuous  fin  in  dominion  ;  for  all  fin 
in  fervice  is  ever  worfe  then  any  finne  in  confli6l : 
though  finne  may  trouble  a  man  more  when  it  inclines 
and  tempts,  yet  it  wounds  a  man  more,  when  it  prevailes  and 
overcomes* 
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Yet  It  may 
weaken  .grace. 


Aduall  Domi-      Secondly,  alipiall  dominion  though  it  doth  not  alwayes  conclnd 
nion  weakens    the  absence  of  grace ,  yet  it  alv^xijes  imp^ires  and   weakens  the 
^^^^^^^^^^^^  jirengthof^race. 

ir^prcvailing     '^^^^^  ^'^^  ^'^^  ^^^^o^  "^^^^^  ^^^  prevailing  CO  aa.doth  not  ne- 
idoth  noc  infer,  ceffarilyinterre. 

I»f  ivation  of         One  is  Privation  ofgraceSoT  even  a  good  man  may  ftoop  and 

gwce.  fall ,  a  good  man  may  yet  do  that  evil!  which  he  would  not  ••  an 

hone/l  traveller  may  be  ftruck  down,  and  a  ^chful  fouldier  may 

be  taken  captive  ,  though  to  fin  be  the  evil!  mans  worke  ,  yet 

it  may  polfible  be  the  ^ood  mans  adion. 

Annihilation  of      2.  Knoihtxh  Annihilation  of  grace  :  There  is  a  great  diffe- 

^^^^*  lence  twixt  ficknefle  and  death  :  licknelTe  though  it  removes 

health  ,  yet  it  doth  not  remove  life,  it  is  death  which  doth  that; 

particular  dominion,  or  prevalence  ,  it  may  lay  flat ,  wound 

deeply,  leave  a  man  in  a  fwoon  (as  ye  Ihall  hear  prefencly)yet  ic 

is  the  habituall  dominion   which  denies  life. 

Never  thelefle,  f  articular  dominion  deth  even  weaken  grace  (/ .) 
any  fin  {much  more  a  prefumptuous  fin  at  which  David  feems 
here  to  touch)  prevails  and  winnes  ground  on  the  foule  to  yeeld 
to  aft,  there  the  Corrupt  nature  improves  it  felfe ,  it  hath  the 
better :  And  this  is  certaine  that  fin  is  never  improved  but 
grace  is  weakned  :  weakned  much  in  its  meafure,  and  in  its 
itength  ;  as  all  health  by  the  prevalency  officknefs  ,  and  all 
heat  by  the  vidljorioufneffe  of  cold ,  finful  ablings  doe  abate 
the  vitality  of  grace ,  the  edge  and  the  fpiric  of  it,  and  lay  it  in 
a  fwoone,  fo  that  a  man  may  now  have  little  heart  to  pray ,  In- 
finite diftruft  toward  God,  and  which  is  as  bad  as  the  reft  ,  ifhe 
takes  not  heed  ,  aftuall  prevalencies  (  at  the  \z3L{h)  incline  and 
tempt  him  flirewdly  to  habituall  aftings,  fo  a  man  fiiall  hardly 
doe  fin  any  one  fervice,but  fin  to  recompence  him>  willimpofe 
thereupon  many  Commands  for  more.  ^ 

3 .  Becaufe  oBviall  dominion ,  though  it  doth  not  alwayes  cut  off 
nion  doth  ,  the  union ,  yet  it  may  and  doth  difperfe  and  check  the  comforts. 
check  the  com- 1^  jg  an  eclipfe  though  it  be  not  a  night ,  He  who  m*ade  the  Le- 
- -"^  prope ,  though  he  loft  not  right  to  his  tent  or  houfe ,  yet  he 

was  interdi6\cd  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  either.    A  Child  who  of- 
fends his  father ,  though  he  doth  not  therefore  prefently  ceafe 
to  be  a  childe,yct  his  otfencc  doth  turne  and  change  the  counte- 
nance 
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■^ 
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nance  of  his  father.  Thou«^;h  it  doth  not  break  off  the  relation^ 
yet  it  doth  the  refpe^ljhe  lliall  not  eafil  y  be  acrnitte  inco  his  t'a- 
thcrs  prefcncc  ,  and  then  ,  he  fhall  fee  bendwdb  owes  iniiead 
offmiles,  and  fha'-p  rebukes,  and  upbrai -^ings  inited  Oi  kiniie 
and  wonted  vvel-comes:  lo  iLall  ev^^n    D.,vid  himfelfe  (inde,if 
that  great  fms  *;et  dominion  over  him,  if  ihey  doe  prevaiie  ,  if 
he  doth  a£l  them,  rhou[,h  God  doth  not  caft  off  his  penbn,  yet 
he  will  draw  off  his  Countenance:  nty  fjideft  than  thy  face:  He 
fliall  quickly  finde  the  diflference  twixr  the  lervice  of  God ,  and 
thererviceoffin.-whenhe^.oesfopray,  hislin  {ha.lmeet  him  , 
and  when  he  goes  to  beare,  the  Ordinances  fhall  caft  his 
finnc  into  his  face :  As  Samffon ,  when  he  lofl  his  hairc  ,  he 
could  not  doe  as  formerly,  as  at  other  times ,  fo  even  ^6luall. 
dominion  of  fin,  thoui,h  it  doth  nnr  nullify  the  relation^,  yet  it 
wonderfully  varies  the  condition :  The  Sun  feemes  to  hz  dark- 
ned  at  noon-day,  the  Ay  re  is  tilled  with  tempcft,and  thunders, 
which  lately  was  overfpread  with  beautiful  li^,ht ;  Godlookes 
in  terror  and  difpleafure,  and  the  confcience  wounds  with  clof- 
eft  bitternefs:all  former  comforts  Teem  to  take  leave  of  us;fom- 
times  we  are  fo  diftrelfed  that  we  fear  we  are  loft  for  ever  ••  one 
fuch  finninz  may  coft  us  many  yeares  of  cruel]  vexation  ,  and 
of  this  we  may  be  fure ,  that  till  we  are  foundly  humbled  and 
renew  ourrepentance,we  fhall  never  fee  a  fmile  in  ^^ods  coun- 
tenance ,  nor  hcare  a  good  word  from  confcience:  Now  this  h 
adolefull  cafe  that  a  man  fliall  hcnrc  the  fame  promifes  from 
which  he  fuckt  much  comfort,anrl  yet  he  may  nottaftefnow  he 
cannot  rejoyce)c^nd  that  God  v^hofe  communion  was  fofweet, 
now  through  his  finninj;  ,becomes  fo  bitter  an   heavy,  &€, 

4.  Bec3(!fe  aQ;tiall  liaminion ,  fefpecially  of  great  fins,  and  o-  A^ualMom?- 
Ver  a  David)  u  accompanied  with  great  prejudice  to  Divin"  qlo    ''*^°^  ^**  accomr^ 
ry  :  As  they  fay  01  Fevers ,  that  they  are  ufually  worft  inthe '^^^^*"^^' ■'',.'. 
itron^efl:  conflitutions;  andoffpots,  that  they  are  "i'^ally  the  fo"[y|j[gg"^^^ 
greatelt bleT idles  in  the faireft garments:  rhir  wemayfay  of 
finnin^s  :  the  better  the  man  ^s,  the  more  diilionorably  foule 
his  oflPcn'-'inos  are  :  God  lofeth  more  honour  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world  ,  by  the  flips  of  the  good  ,  then  by  th^  wal  owings  of 
the  bad:cvill  men  are  hardncd,  ood  men  de  ided,  Satan  and  fin 
advanced^and  by  all  thefe  God  is  infinitely  difhonoured:Tbere- 

R  fore 
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fore  good  re^foii  luth  David  to  pray,  Lcc  them  not  have  domi- 
nion over  me. 

Secondly,  HahUuall  Domlmorj^ 

Rcafon  J  of  b^.  thenin  the  Second  place ,  if  we  interpret  the  dominion 

Ti?^*"^!??!^-  here  of  an  Habituall  dominion  of  fin,  the  reafonsof  prayer  a- 
nion  gamft  linne,as  mfuch  a  dommion,  are  very  (trong  and  ur- 


Habltuall  do' 


gent. 
I. 


Hablmall  dominion  decides  the  efiate  :  the  queftion  of  a 
minion  dcdd*  ^^^^  ^^"^  is^whofe  fervant  he  is,whether  he  belong  to  God  and 
thecftate, "  "  Chrift,  or  to  ^n  and  Satan. 

Now  particular  failings  doc  not  determine  this,  but  the  do- 
minion of  fin  doth  ,  his  fervants  we  are  whom  we  obey:  you 
know  what  the  Apoftlc  hath  faid,  Rom:  6.  i5.  k^orvye  mtthat 
ti  rvhmye  yield  your  fe he s  fervant s  to  obey^  his  fervants ye  are  r# 
whom  ye  obey-^whether  of fm  unto  death  ^or  If  obedience  unto  righte^ 
oHfnejfe :  if  fin  doth  rule,  and  the  finner  yields  up  his  heart  to  xho, 
love  and  obedience  of  it :  he  profeffeth  thus  much,  that  Chriil 
^  is  not  his  Lord,  and  the  Law  of  Chrift   is  not  the  Jaw  which 

he  will  obey,,  as  thefe  Rebells  fpake  of  David^  what  portion 
have  we  In  thefome  of  Jejfe}  foc  here  the  finner  ^  I  doe  not  be- 
long to  Chrift  ,  fin  is  my  Lord  ,  The  fervant  of  fin  am  I ,  that 
is  the  thing  which  I  have  Choicn  ,  and  that  is  it  which  I  will 
ferve;Soe  that  on  may  without  any  fcruple  conclude,thar  if  fin 
hath  dommion  ,  the  man  hath  ycc  noe  intereft  in  Chrift,  noe 
one  degree  of  true  grace,  he  is  a  moft  wretched  finner:  fin  is  his 
Lord,  Godis  his  enemy  ,  Hell  is  his  portion,  unleffe  he  get 
from  under  this  Dominion.  ^ 

ij-  J  -  •  •  Secondly,  there  is  no  Dominion  in  all  the  world  fo  vile :  whi- 
fovik^*^*^^"  ther  youconfider  it,  Firft,In  the  commands  of  fin,or  Secondly, 
^  In  th^fervice  of  the  finner.  / 

Firft,Th'c  Commands. 

•ffo^aT*^"^^  The  commands  of  fin  are  the  vilcft  commands.  For, 

Xllegall/'  I.  They  arc  7//^^^^  any  command  which  findes  ground  and 

~ iJtle  may  be  dcfenaed,  but  fin  hath  no  reafon  to  comojand:  A 

con- 
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Condemned  man  lofcth  all  command;  fin  is  the  only  thing 
which  Gods  law  hath  condemned  :  And  again, it  hath  no  title 
to  the  rouI,the  foul  owes  not  it  felf  to  it,cither  by  a  nacuraI,or  by 
a  purchafed  iubje<Stion;we  owe  a  natural  fubje6lion  to  God,  be- 
caufe  he  made  us;  A  purchafed  fubje^lion  to  Chrift,  b^caufc  he 
redeemed  and  bought  us;  but  fins  commands  arc  meerly  ufur- 
ped ,  and  Infolcnt. 

2.  They  are  purely  firifnl :  all  its  edi(5ls  and  defires  are  but  Re- 
bellions: thacamanftiouldtrangrcffea  righteous,andfupreme,  PurcUy  finfull 
and  good,  and  holy  law:  there  is  not  any  one  thmg  which  fin  at 
any  time  commands,but  it  is  chat  which  God  fo:bicb,and  which 
God  will  Judge  the  finner  for. 

5.  Thty  z'ctextreAmlj mreafonahlr,  a  command  may  bee*- 
fleemed  unreafonable,  either  jt^^z?  one  ftrvlce  runs  contradiBo^  ^^,^^^i^\^  ^ 
ry  agamfl-  another ^^^  to  command  aman  to  run  and  yet  to  ftand;  rwafonabi«»  ^ 
fo  is  it  witL  fin  ,  it  commands  a  man  to  fuch  a  fervicc  as  is  op- 
pofice  in  particulars  ,  for  as  all  fin  is  oppofitc  to  grace  ,  foe 
fome  fins  are  oppofite  to  others  ;  though  not  in  the  fountaine, 
yet  in  the  actings ;  or  a  command  may  be  eftcmed  unreafonable 
TV  hi  n  any  fervice  tends  to  the  rmne  of  the  ohedientl  it  were  an  un* 
reafonable  thing,and  unjiift,to  command  a  man  to  run  into  the 
fire  and  burne  himfelfejbut  the  commands  of  fin  tend  direftly , 
and  intentionally  to  the  dcftru6lion  of  the  finner ,  fin  injoynes 
a  man  much  fervice  and  paines  ,  and  all  this  is  5  to  difiionour 
God,  and  to  damne  his  owne  foule. 

Stcondly^the  fervice.  The  fervice  of 

1^  fin. 

The  fervice  of  fin:  it  is  the  moft  dljloy  all  fervice  in  refpciS  of 
God  renouncing  him  ,  denying  him  his  due,  and  conferring 
it  on  his  only  enemy.  ^  ^Isadifloyall 

2.  It  is  the  moR  Injurious  fervice  to  our  fouls.  "^*^^* 

5.  It  is  the  bafeFi-  fervice :  if  a  man  did  ferve  a  dog  or  a  toad,  An  injurious 
this  were  a  vile  abafing  of  himfelfe,  but  it  is  farbafer  to  ferve  !j''^'^^- 
fin ,  for  thofe  creatures  have  fome  goodneffe  in  them ,  but  fin  -    ^^?*^  ^^^^ 
is  naturally  bad :  Nay,  though  we  doc  cry  out   at  the  ckvitt  ,^*^** 
as  vile  and  bafe,yet  the  Devil  himfelf  is  better  then  fin,  for  itis 
his  fin  only  fvhich  makes  him  fo  baft ,  and  he  hath  an  abfolute 

Ra  bein 


a 


1 24  T^be  Jnatowy  offm  in  Dominiott.      Chap.  4* 

being>  vvhkh  he  owes  to  God;  hut  fin  hath  noe  relation  to  God, 
and  it  is  that  which  imbafeth  all  beings. 
A.It  is  the  drttdgwgeli^e  vlcc'.h  man  who  is  a  fervant  to  fin,he 
Th«moft        -g  ^^  ^^^  co.ninand  of  every  Iu{l,and  is  taken  captive  a:  its  plea- 
drudging  fcr-    ^^^^  ^  and  there  is  noe  hoe,nor  meafure,  nor  end  r  all  the  day 
^^^**  will  not  ierve  ,  nor  will  the  night  fatisfie  :  an  a;^e  of  yea  res  is 

fpe^u,  and  when  a  mans  ftrength  doth  failehim  ,.  yet  (infers 
him  to  work  8:41!.  The  crueleil  Tyrant,  wearies  himfelfe  fome- 
times  by  his  unwearied  commands,  but  fin  never  relents  nor 
fpa-es:  Nay  th^t  which  fliewes  the  extremity  of  this  valilladge, 
'the  finner  continues  fervice  there ,  and  then,  where  he  fees  and 
kncwe'^  his  mifery  ;  he  hath  felt  the  fruites,  the  bitter  fruites, 
I  of  finning,  yet  fin  lUU  commanies  andeafily  puts  him  upon  the 

fameiervice  afrcfh  :  foe  that  he  often  tyers  his  thoughts ,  and 
fpends  his  eftate »  and  confumes  his  ftrength  ,  and  breakes  bis 
fleep  ,  and  lofeth  his  friends  ,  his  C^od  ,  his  foule,  his 
all  ,  to   drudj^e   at  the    Commandes  of  his   owne   bafe 

Tfaemoft  un-  ^Jc  i<?  a  moftz/^pre^^M^Y^':'^*^^- Though  m  fome  fervice  there 
proatabU  fcr*  may  be  but  an  u^ccrtaine  gaine,  yet  in  the  fevice  of  fin ,  there 
Y4?^«  .  is  a  moft  certaine  and  great  lois^what  profit  had  ye  m  thofe  things 

Yphcreofje  are  now  afhamed  Rom.  6.2 1 .  therefore  finnes  are  faid 
to  [owe  the  wi»de^md  to  reap  the  whirl-winde^ihty  dcalc  in  va- 
nities which  fhall  not  profit ,  and  every  fin  is  a  lye  ,  let  it  pre- 
tend much ,  yet  it  advantagetb  nothing.  Suppofe  a  man  had  an 
eftate  worth  loooo  li.and  he  fnould  receive  a  baby  for  it,tell  me 
what  he  t'ot  O  that  precious  foule  of  man  which  is  more  worth 
then  a  worId,is  uttelry  loft  by  fin,whit  thcn,docluhe  fervice  of 
it  profit  himffor  what  is  a  r^/ an  profited  (fmhoix:  €iy\OMi)choHgh 
■  h  oaine  the  whole  world^if  h^  lofe  his^  o.vn  foule ;  thou  Gets  a  lit- 
tl^credlt  by  thy  finning,yea  but  whith  whomPAnd  what  is  that 
whiles  the  <^reat  ood  doth  di(l,race  thee;and  thine  own  confci- 
cnce  doth  often  lliame  theepf  hou  gets  a  little  i^eaH  by  thy  fin- 
nin ',yea,but  what  is  that  Treaiure  of  wickedneffe,  but  a  Treafu- 
ry  of  wrath  againft  the  day  of  wrath?  Thou  gets  a  little  pleafnre 
by  thy  finning ,  yea,but  what  are  thefeftiort  minutes  of  joy  to 
thofe  eternall  nights  of  darkneffe,  in  which  they  mult  end  and 
b^  fwallowed  up?  one  fall  breaks  all  the  glaife  to  pieces  ^  and 
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oneancuiili  of  confcicnce,  or  peal  of  death,  blalh  and  finkes  all 
ihcvainetriumphingsofafinfull  heart:  fin  may  pretend  faire, 
andpromife  much,  but  the  wages  thereof  (  /.  ^that  which  thou 
mult  expe6l  for  thy  fervice,  is  death:  yea,  that  death  which  is  op- 
pofedto  eternaillife,/?£'w.6.^'/^  Amoftun- 

6.  k  is  a  rr^eft  ut^comfcrtable  firvlce  :  How  oft  is  the  fervant  of  ^^^..^rtablc 
fin  in  the  depths  of  fe.Ke,  and  in  the  heights  of  trouble  ,  his  ve-  ^^jyicc. 
ryfinningsarc  more  his  torments  then  his  joyes:  he  is  many 
times  vexed  with   thoughts  how  to  Gn ,  and  afterwards  he  is 
hewed  in  his  confcience  for  his  finningithough  he  hath  not  ^;race 
to  make  him  grieve,  yet  he  hath  a  confcience  which  can  make 
him  tremble:  the  very  furfeics  of  his  fins  do  dilhile  his  fouI,and 
make  him  oftimes  weary  of  his  very  life; be  is  afhamcd  of  Com- 
pany,and  dares  net  yet  to  be  folitary:The  night  is  many  times  z. 
terror  unto  him,and  the  day  renewes  his  anguiHirthough  the  fer- 
vant of  fin(in  the  tranlicnc  flafh  of  his  fpirit)out-braves  akoun- 
fell ,  yet  he  doth  ordinarily  feel  infinite  gripes  within,either  he 
is  utterly  unlcnfible  of  his  mifery,  C which  is  one  oi  the  greateft 
judgements, )  or  he  his  fenfible  ,    and  then  he  fccles  a  Hell  of      *■ 
horror  for  his  lewd  obedience :  Nay^  fo  exceedingly  high  do  the 
diftrcffes  fometimes  prcvaile  ,  that  he  his  forced  to  difparie  of 
all  mercy ,and  thinking  to  eafe  himfelfc  of  fome  flames,  greedi- 
ly throwes  awayhimfelfe  into  the  very  gulfe  of  Hell-fire :  what 
{hall  I  fay  more ,  where  fin  hath  the  dominion  over  a  perfon,, 
a  man  is  a  fla^gjf  o  the  Dcvill,  and  a  fervant  to  that  which  will 
vex  him  and  wound  him  ,  and  damne  him;  he  never  enjoyes 
himfelfc,  nor  fliall  he  ever  enjoy  God  ,  unlefs  that  yoke  of 
fcrvicc  be  broken   :   and  therefore   good  reafon  hath  any 
man  to  pray  agalnft  the  faabituall  dominion  of  fin. 


-•  •» 


SECT.  IV. 


THus  for  the  ejf plication, now  fomthini?  for  the  Application      ^  e  whe- 
thereof  unto  ourfclves :  where  firf^  ict  me  begin  with  /V  Jb2:Tnhave* 
fimrier  what  thinke  we  of  the  dominion,  rof  fin  within  our  Dominion  «?.' 
foules.  '  Rj  ^    .  Youvjrtts        - 
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ObjeB.  You  will  fay,  we  truft  there  is  noe  fuch  thing.  I  Remember 

SoL        the  JevvesfaidasmuchtoChrift,  in  a  cafe  not  much  unlike  , 

we  are  Abrahams  feed  ,  faid  they,^!'^  were  never  In  Bondage^  J  oh . 

8 .  3  >  But  Chri(l  replied  ,  verily  ,  verily^  J  fay  mto  ydHywhofoever 

cemmitteth  fm  is  the  ferva^t  of  fn^."^^. 

I  v^ill  premife  a  few  things  at  this  time. 

Somethingj  ^*  ^^  man  living  hut  he  Is    home  a  fcrvant  to  fin  \  finis  his 

pK-mifed.         Lord  before  he  can  tell  who  is  his  Mafteijfin  requires  not  age  to 
Noe  man  but  is  fet  on  the  crown ,  but  even  in  the  very  wombe ,  doth  it  begin 
borncafervant  \x^  rcign,  and  poyfons ,  and  impaireth  our  whole  nature,  there- 
to im.  fore  the  Apoftle  faith,  that  by  nature  yve  are  the  children  of 
dlfebedtence  and  wrath  as  well  as  others  ^  Efheflans  2.2.    it  is 
the  difpofition,  and  fway,and  bent  of  us  to  fin  ,and  to  walke  on 
.  in  fin. 

It  IS  a  hard  z.  It  ts  an  hard  thinz  torn  oW  the  dominion  offmne.   Sin  is  a 

thing  to  get  oft  n  riLV^r  j  ^l 

the  dominion   "^ong  man,  It  hath  po'ielhon  ,  and  goss  not  out  by  entreaty 

pi  fin,  or  bribe ,  but  it  muft  be  by  force ,  by  one  that  his  f!ronger  ;I  af- 

fure  ycu>  that  the  almighty  God  muf^  reveal  his  ovvn  arme,  and 

*       he  muft  caft'down  Rrong  holds,  he  muft  worke  a  kinde  of  a  mi- 

tacle ,  or  elfe  fin  will  ftill  be  a  Lord  ,  and  the  finner  will  be  a 

feryantto  hislufis:  A  man  may  change  any  Mafterioeverj  and 

With  more  eafe  then  finf 

It  Is  manifcft        Thirdly  ,  it  is  vtry  fHanlfefl^thatfin  hath  the  Homlnlon  In  mmy 

that  fin  hath    ferfins ;  I  will  prefent  unto  you  fuch  inftances  which  you  fliall 

domiflion  in    confefTe  do  evince  fo  much.  * 

iT&hcm  , .  V^^''^^^"^^yT.^';.^"^'^'°l!^^  dominion    where  .oe 

noe  kind  of  at-  ^/«-^  of  arguments  and  dealings  are  able  to  atj engage  the  heart  and 
guments  can  to  turn  It  f  when  no  kindes  of  merciful  Arguments,  and  no  kinds 
turne  from  Hn.  of  juft  threatnings,and;no  ferife  of  bitternefle,can  yetdifcove- 
nant  and  difervice  the  foulibut  ftill  it  holds  the  league,keeps  the 
agreement  with  fin,ncwthen  how  often  hath  God  come  to  ma- 
ny perfons^and  offered  unto  them  his  pardoning  mercies,&  the 
blood  of  Chrift,and  eternal  life,if  they  would  leave  fuch  a  fin  of 
drunkennefle,fuch  a  fin  of  filthineffe,  fuch  a  linof  worldlineffe, 
butunrighteous  they  vyere,and  unrighteous;  {^ill  chey  are  and  will 
be:How  often  hath  God  fet  the  ^oint  of  the  fword  upon  the 
breaft  of  a  finner,revealing  his  wrath^threatning  death  and  Hell 
if  he  will  not  leave  the  fervicc  of  his  fin;nay,fcourged  his  eflate 

for 
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for  his  (inning,nay,fcourged  his  body,nay,Iiis  fool  &  confcience, 
and  all  this  to  renounce  his  finfull  Lord,  yet  men  hold  faft  their 
wickedneis,they  yet  give  over  thernfelves  to  fin  with  grecdinefs, 
they  fludy  how  to  fulfill  their  lufts,  and  rejoyce  when  they  have 
done  evil :  doth  not  this  fhevv,  that  the  heart  is  indeed  indeared, 
and  totally  emancipated  by  a  llrong  and  ele6tive  fubje£lion  un- 
to fin.  ^  .. 

What  think  youof  I'uch  who fe harts  canmt  endure  the  Dom'm-  jj,  thofe  who 
o»  ofjefm  Chri ft  jZnd  the  fer vice  of  righteoufneffe  ;  it  is  even  a  cannot  endure 
tormenting  {lave ry  unto  them,  even  the  imaginations  thereof  the  dominion 
arefo.    TheSouleofa  man  cannot  ferve  two  Mafters,  and  ^^O^^"*  ^^"^ 
there  arc  but  two  of  them  upon  which  our  fervice  can  be  be- 
ftowcd ,  either  fin,  or  Chrift :  the  Apoftle  intimated  as  much, 
Rom,6,'^6,KfJOW  yemt  that  to  whom  ye  yeeld  your  [elves  fervants  to 
obey  hls'Jervants  ye  are  to  wh^m  you  ohey^  whither  of  fin  unto  deaths 
or  of  obedience  unto  rlghteoufnefs'y  fo  that  thefe  divide  the  fou|,if  a 
man  doth  yield  obedience  unto  rightcoufners,he  is  then  no  fer- 
vant  ot  hn;  if  he  yields  obedience  unto  fin,  he  i-?  then  noe  fer- 
vant  of  righteoulneile;  if  he:  be  an  enemy  to  fin,he  is  then  a  fer- 
vant  CO  righteouUKiT'^ ,  If  he  be  an  enemy   to  righteoulneffc , 
hw  is  then  a  fervant  of  fin.    Ycc  many  pcrfons  are  enemies  to 
ri^.hceoainefle,  ^e  'vU/  mt  have  this  man  to  reigne  ov^ths  ,  laid 
they  in  •  he  Got  pell,thvry  cannot  endure  the  dominion  of  Chrift, 
^ithi  in  his  woid,  or  in  his  tpirit:  The  rules  and  precepts  of  the 
word  ^'t\^t  cords  which  they  will  breaks  ^fttnler  ^  Pfai.    2.^^ 
ThcfcafirheUvpsofChr'/l  behlnde  their  backs  ^  ZXidhate  to  be 
reformed^Vh\.'^o.i'j.T\\(ti^  is  nothing  more  unacceptable  to 
them  then  to  ferve  the  Lord  Jefus'  Chrift  in  holincfs  of  heart , 
and  newneffc  of  fpirit ,  and  ri^hteoulnefTe  of  obedience.  In  thofe  who 

3.  What  thinke  you  of  thole  who  <re  fllll  overcome  of  their  lufls^  *"  ftill  ovcr- 
znd^TQwlllwgly  mangled;  The  Apoftle  Peter  Conjeaures  ,  J'^'^j^^^^*^?'^ 
that  fin  hath  dominion  in  fuch,  while  they  pro.mfe  them  liberty -^ 
they  them' elves  a'C  the  jervants  of  Corruption  ,  for  of  whom  a  man 
IS  overcom^y  of  the  fame  is  he  brought    In  bondage  ,  2.  Peter.  * 

2.   Tp. 

There  is  a  twofold  overcoming  of  a  perfon  ,on  is  only  in  re- 
fpeitof  the^^/<?«  :  Another  is  alfo  in  refped  of  the  afeiii'  fl§ 

-  It 
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Itcannot  be  denied,  but  that  even  an  holy  man   fwho  is 
heartily  the  fervant  of  Jefus  Chrift)  mayb^  overcome  in  rc- 
fped  of  particular  a6lion  ;  relapfe^  are  not  impoilible  to  him 
who  is  truly  good?  and  they  may  conhi^  .virh(rhou^;h  they  do 
weaken  and  dilconfolate)  the  (ervice  of  grace ,  there  is   the 
fame  natural  principle  of  fin  in  the  beft  after  repentance  as 
before:there  is  the  fame  Satan  to  fug^ell  and  ini:line,there  may 
be  the  fame  occafions   and  provocations :    But  then  there  is 
an  overcoming  in  refpecl  of  ajfertlon^  and  this  fliews  the  do- 
minion of  finne  :     Now  this  overroming  is,  either  when  a 
man  through  policy  forbears,  or  clfe  in  paflTion  feemes  to  bid 
defiance  to  his  fin,  being  either  in  ficknelfe  and  apprehend- 
on  of  death  or  in  pangs  anddiftreiTe  ofconfcii:nce(to  which 
the ApolHc feems  to  allude,  zPet.z.ii.  the  dofge  is  tnrned 
td  his  vdmlt  again  )  )  Novv  he  cries  out  againft  fin,  and  thinks 
he  doth  deteii  k  heartily,  and  will  not  for  a  world  ad  the  fin 
nOvV,  yet  when  this  tempeit  is  off,  when  the  water  grows  cool, 
when  circumiUnccs  are  free,  when  the  bittcrneffe  either  of 
death,  or  crofs,or  confcience  is  overhand  lin  tempts  and  wooes 
him  again,heyeeldsuphimfelf,  he  gives  over  his  heart  and 
affe6lions  ,  he  loves  the  fin  and  wallows  in  it  as  much  as  ever: 
ht  turns  from  ths  holy  Common d>7.€nt  (as  the  Apoftle  fpeaks, 
"ver.  21.)  ail  his  good  moods  of  holy  profeffion,  and  purpofe 
are  gone  off,  and  he  is  more  entan  ^led,  and  renews  his  bon- 
dage w'lxh  ardent  and  exceffive  delight,  even  with  greediijefle, 
asVhe  Apofile  P^/^/fpeaks,  Eph,4. 

Now  it  thi<;  be  an  argument  of  fins  do  Tiinion,wV.  the  wil- 
ling and  afteelionate  re-entring  of  our  hearts  to  the  fervice 
of  fin,  then  certainly  many  of  us'  have  juftcaufe  tofeare  and 
tofufpc6^  our  felves,  w/?^  return  rflththe  dogge  to  the  vomit j 
andivith  thefow  to  the  wallowing  tnthe  ralre  ;  who  not  only 
are  furprized  in  a6^ion,  but  in  affection  ;  nay ,  and  our  affe- 
(Slions  are  m.o"e  eagerly  carried  to  the  finning  now  then  here- 
tofore; our  mindcs  are  more  on  them,  and  our  defires,  yea, 
and  the  meafures  of  finning  in  the  fame  kinde  rile  in  an 
higher  ftren  4th  :  we  are  more  midhty  to  drink,  more  inglori- 
ous in  fwea'ing  ,  more  unfatiablein  earthlinefs,  more  vaine 
in  converfation  more  obftinate  in  our  finfulcourfes  againft 
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the  reproofs  of  the  Word  ,  the  checks  of  our  confcicnce,  the 
fhame  ofmenjthe  fear  of  Hell ,  and  the  hope  of  heaven ,  we 
grow  worfe  and  vvorfe,&c« 

Fourthly,  what  think  you  of  fuch  y>pho  make  choice  offm  to  he  f  n  thofe  wIj  v 
the  Lord  whom  they  wlllferve.  makes  choke 

There  are  but  two  forts  of  people  in  the  world,  W«..  good  of  fin  to  be 
and  badjand  both  of  them  do  chufc  their  Lords.  ^^^^  *5^4 

The^W  they  choofe  the  Lord  to  be  their  God,  J(?]^.  24. 
And  they  choofe  the  things  which  pleafe  him  ,  Efay  ^6.  4.  And 
choafethevfajf  of  trhthyVH^l'ii^^S'  ^^^  choofe  the  ^ood  part  y 
Luke  10.  42. 

The  haeiy  they  alfo  are  faid  to  choofe  their  own  ways^  Ifa. 
66.'^,  andm/,Ifa,5«j.  12.  That  in  which  ^od  delights  mtx 
yea,  and  they  arc  faid,  not  to  choofe  the  fear  of  the  Lord  :  when 
feveral  things  are  propounded,&a  man  prefers  this  before  that, 
this  is  called  an  election  or  choice:  There  is  Chrilt  and  his  way 
laid  before  the  fmncr,  and  fin  and  its  lufts  laid  before  him ;  now 
when  he  prefers  the  latter  before  the  former,  he  is  faid  to  make 
a  choice :  which  many  do,  they  do  prefer  their  finful  lufts  be- 
fore the  comnwnds  of  Chrift,  as  appears  in  all  the  times  of 
competition ,  and  in  the  courfes  of  adion ,  yea ,  and  when 
they  may  go  free ,  yet  with  that  Hebrew  ferv ant  they  will  not ^ 
for  they  love  their  Mafter, 

Laflly,  what  think  you  of  many  n'/?o/i?t^^  ffe/r /;// 5  love  is  -    .- 
that  which  beftows  the  foul  and  the  fervice  thereof;    the  uigjS  •  "g*  • 
whole  ftrength  of  a  man  goes  that  way  which  his  love  goes ,  "^  ^'* 

for  it  is  of  a  conllraining  and  moft  ferviceable  nature.  Now 
there  are  many  who  do  love  fin,  there  is,  as  it  were,  a  conju- 
gal match  and  union  'twixt  their  hearts  and  their  fins,  and  be  . 
fure  of  this,  that  fin  hath  the  whole  man,  if  it  hath  won  the 
love  of  the  heart.                                                                     A  manfmiy 

4.  A  perfon  may  poflibiy  delnde  his  own  heart j  and  deceive  ^^^^^^^MAl 
him f elf  akoHt  the  dominion  of  ftn^txA  therefore  it  is  conveni-  *^°^^  ^^*/i*^ 
ent  to  try  our  felves  whether  finne  hath  not  Dominion  indeed,  °^^"  °° 
There  are  many  erroneous  deceits,  Six  dccdw 

1.  One  is  the  mfenfihlenefs  of  its  power  :  when  a  man  fcels  ^wn 
no  violence  of  finful  inclination ,  no  ftirrings ,  no  oppofition,  ThconrenfiUc^ 
no  commands)  but  there  is  a  calme  and  qui^tn^fi  in  his  fpirit,  "!?*  ^^  ** 
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and  in  his  way,which  could  not  be  as  he  thinks  if  fin  had  domi- 
nion and  rule  in  him. 

Now  this  is  a  deceit ;  For, 

1.  It  is  moft  probable  that  fw  hath  thr  firongeft  dsmlnlorj 
TV  here  the  heart  u  n:ofl  unfenfihle  of  the  Law  and  commands  of 
fmne ;  vohen  the  Hrong  man  keeps  the  houfe^  all  u  cjmet ,  laid 
our  Saviour ,  where  fubjedion  is  peaceable  i  there  do- 
minion is  ( in  all  likelihooci )  moi^  abiolute  and  com- 
plear. 

Nay,  this  is  certain,  that  vyhere  Chrifl  fcts  up  hi.- Scepter 
(which  caftdown  the  dominion  of  fin)  there  is  thegrearcft 
ftirre,  the  Law  of  the  mwA:  will  warre  aga'wfi  the  Lav  of 
the  member s-iKom.-j,2 1*  And  the  fplrlt  will  Infi  aguinfi  thefiejh.r 
Gal.  5.  17. 

'  ^2.T\\\SMnfe-4fible'nefs  and quietnefle may arife,  partly  from, 
the  o^ellnefs  of  fin  y^ndi  partly  from  the  ig)iorancc  of  a  iln''ul 
conditlm^  and  partly  from  the  habitual  cuftome  of fm :  V>^hcthcr 
the  Sun  do^hHiineor  not,  there  are  as  many  atomcs  and 
motes  flying,  in  the  roome,  there  they  are  really,  though  not 
fenfibly  till  the  light  comes  in  to  maaifeft  them.  When  a  man 
IS  in  a  deadly  dileafe,  he  may  be  void  of  alirenfeoFic,  his 
life  may  be  even  dropping  out,  and  hisdifeafe  may  rule  in  his 
body,  though  he  feeles  not  any  aches,  or  paine;  for  thi!;  unfen- 
fiblenefs  depends  upon  the  ftrength  of  his  direafe,  which  hath 
not  only  pierced  his  natural  temper,  but  his  femes  alio;  fo 
may  aperfon  be  utterly  unfenlible  of  fin  for  want  of  all  favino 
light,  and  holy  experience  which  arifeth  from  a  new  na- 
tqre,  &c. 

Nay,  and  as  we  fee  men  in  bondage,  and  flavery,  when  they 
are  longinthe  fame,  grow  unrenfible,and  the  hand  which  is 
ufed  to  iron,  and  nettles,is  not  fenfible  of  them  ;  fo  the  fre- 
quent a6lings  of  fin  may  fuppreffe  the  inward  fenfe  of  finning, 
this  being  an  eafie  obfervation,  and  moft  true,  that  much 
finning  adds  to  the  ftrength  of  fin,  and  difables  the  fenfe  of  a 
finner,  fears  his  confciencc,  and  makes  his  mind  reprobate,and 
as  it  were  without  fenfe. 

2.Anothcr  deceit  may  be  a  freedom  from  mafty  courfes  offin^ 
ftil  tiUlr^gsx  when  a  man  is  not  like  every  whore,  that  prof]i- 
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cures  her  body  to  every  tover,^  fo  he  doth  not  rage  and  live  in 
all  forts  of  wickedneffe,  nay,  his  ways  feem  to  keep  cleare  of 
divers  iniquities :  to  this  I  aniwer. 

SoL  Though  a  man  doth  not  all  evil,and  hiswayesor  cour- 
fes  isnotuniverfally  fpreading  inall  the  kindcs  of  finning,  yet 
finne  may  rule  in  that  man ,  it  may  have  dominion  \  foraf- 
much  ,  as 

1.  "TarticuUr  fHbjeliloH  is    fujficient  to  fet    up  ^<?;«/»/^  :  Particular  rub- 
Though  a  fervant  hath  but  one  Ma(kr,  and  doth  not  ferve  e- je^ion  is  fuffi- 
very  man  in  the  Paridi^yct  he  is  a  true  fervant  in  refpe6l  of  J^*"^^°^*^>V 
that  one  Mafter :  and  though  a  fubje6^  doth  not  obey  every  ^°°*^'^^''* 
Prince  in  the  world,  yetifheobcys  any  one,  it  is  enough  to 

prove  that  he  is  a  fubje^t :  fo  though  the  finner  is  not  at  the 
the  command  of  every  luft  ,  yet  if  he  be  the  fervant  of  any 
one  luft,  fin  hath  the  dominion  over  him  ;  for  it  is  not  the 
multitude  of  fins  which  doth  abfolutely  and  neceffarily  concur 
to  dominion,  but  afubje6^ion  to  the  power  of  anyone. 

2.  Am  an  may  do  all  that  fervice  to  one  finne  ^  tvhick  others  A  oian  mayd« 
do  to  many  fins  ;  he  may  dcvife,  and  ftudy  to  fulfil  it,  he  may  all  that  fcrricc 
chearfullyand  greedily  receive  its  commands;  he  may  hear- '°?"*  ^""* 
tiiy  love  it,  and  go  on  in  it,  and  for  its  fake  oppofe  the  Scepter  J^  ^^    a   *^ 
and  Dominion  of  Chrift,  he  may  confecrate  all  his  flrength  ^ 

to  the  obedience  of  it ;  Now  as  they  obferve  in  the  Poli- Simile 
ticks  that  there  are  fevcral  forms  of  government  or  domini- 
on ;  as  Democracy, and  Ariftocracy,  and  Monarchy,  fome- 
limes  the  dominion  is  exercifed  by  many,  fometimes  by  one 
alone,  yet  the  fubjedlion  to  any  of  them, is  true  fubje^lion, 
and  fcts  up  dominion. 

So  though  in  fom.e  men  many  fins  do  rule,  and  in  others 
feme  one  only  ,  if  the  heart  obeys  many  or  few  ,  or  one, 
iii  is  enough  to  declare  dominion :  fubjeftion  to  no  finne  , 
that  indeed  denies  dommion ,  but  ii:  the  difpute  be  of  many  or 
few  fins ,  then  this  know ,  that  fubjeftion  to  any  argues  do- 
minion. ^^9^  «hc  oppoi 

3.  Yet  again,  another  deceit  may  be,   not  only  ^f^^i^atlonl^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
effowefimes ,  bur  alfo  opyofnlon  ;  which  a  man  thinks  cannot  exemption  '" 
pofTibly  coftfift  with  dominion  ;  for  a  Kingdom  is  notj  or  from  other 
ihouid  not  be  divided  againft  it  felf.  ,  greater  fim. 

S  a  5*/. 
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Sol.  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  chere  may  be  notable  deceit  in 

this  alfo  ;  for  as  much  as  to  that  oi  exer::ftion  from  great  and 

grofs  fins:  it  is  not  the  greatncffe,  but  the  povver  of  linne 
which  makes  it  reigning;  the  Princes  in  Germany  have  do- 
minion ;  though  the  dominion  of  the  Emperour  be  more 
large.  The  lealt  hn  acknowledged,  laved,  ferved,  fufficeth  to 
dominion:   the    dominion   of  finne   is   moft  within  the 

heart. 

2.  As  to  that  of  ofpojitlofi. 

I.  There  is  a  double  oppoiition  of  fin  :  one  depending  up- 
on office,  another  depending  upon  nature  :  a  perfon  advan- 
ced to  forae  office  in  the  Common-wealth  ,  may  oppofe  a 
fin  with  refpeft  to  his  office,  which  yet  perhaps  he  dorh  fa- 
vour and  dearly  love  in  rcfpe6l  of  his  private  nature  and  pra- 
6lice.  Ajufticc  of  peace  may  oppofe  many  fins  upon  the 
bench ,  which  yet  he  lies  in,  at  home  in  his  own  houfe  and 
dealings. 

2*  Again,  there  is  a  twofold  oppofition  of  fin ;  ont^hecanfe 
it  is  finm ;  another,  hecaufe  it  u  jhame^zni  this  latter  may  be- 
fel  him,who  is  under  the  dominion  of  fin, 

3.  Once  more,  there  is  an  oppofition  of  a  fin ,  cither  bc- 
caufe  of  ih&  Off  oJitioK  which  the  fin  hath  te  Gods  willy  or  ber 
caufe  of  the  offofitisn  which  the  finne  hath  to  another  finfull 
Tfay  and  inclination  :  for  though  it  be  true  that  all  finne  hath 
a  contrariety  to  the  rule ,  yet  it  is  as  true  ,  that  fome  finnes 
have  a  contrariety  amon^  themfelves,  as  prodigality  to  cove- 
toufneffe,  &c.  And  a  man  may  oppofe  the  one,  not  from  a 
refpeft  had  to  its  natural  vileneffe  ,  but  from  a  refped^  had 
to  his  private  and  perfonal  inclination ;  this  other  be- 
ing fuch  a  way  of  finning,  as  likes  not  but  it  would 
overthrow  that  other  finne  which  he  hath,  fct  up , 
and    which    he    loves  ,  and  in  which  he  is  rcfolved  to 

walk,  ^  _  ....  .      . 

4.  In  a  word,  it  is  not  particularyhutumverfal  offofitionoi 

all  known  fin,  which  denies  Dominion :  A  man  may  op- 
pofe many  finnes ,  for  our  finnes  fake  ,  as  well  as  a<^  a- 
xiy^  finne.  for  its  ftkc ,  and  both  ihew  finne  to  be  in.  Do- 
minion, 
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4.  A  fourth  deceit  may  depend  ufen  the  troubles  which  a  prom  the  trout 
man  may  fed  after  fome  fnfHlaEhlngs  \  his  foul  maybe  gric- yj,  a  man  may 
voufly  hea\7  and  perplexed,  and  hereupon  a  perfon  may  con-  feel  after  fome 
elude,  that  fin  hath  not  dominion,  becaufc  he  conceives  domi-  fiaf^l  aftingf. 
nion  of  fin  to  exclude  all  trouble  for  fin. 

Sol,  Neverthclefs  there  may  be  errour  in  this,  for  though  As  trouble  for 
hardnefl'e  of  heart  after  fin  be  asillafymptome  of  \^icked- fin  is  notan 
neffe  as  impudcncy  before  fin  ,  yet  all  trouble  forfm  commit-  ■f8»«^nt  of 
ted.y  Is  mt  an    wfalllbli    argument  of  In-domlnlon ,  which  I  p/q°^J|^'°"' 

cleare. 

1.  By  hrftance :  if  the  worft  of  men  may  have  after-troubles  By  inftancc. 
for  former  (innings ,  then  it  is  not  an  infallible  argument,&c, 

(  becaufc,  if  finne  hath  dominion  in  any ,  then  furely  in 
the  vYorft  of  men)  but  even  they  may  have  after-trou- 
bles. 

As  it  is  with  themoft  honed  wife  ,  and  with  the  moftdif-  Simile, 
honeft  ttrumpet,  both  of  them,  after  their  child-birth  may 
have  their  after-throwes,  fo  the  moft  ingenious  Chriilian,  and 
the  moft  lewd  finner  may  f  after  their  {innings)parcakc  of  great 
anguifhes  and  troubles  of  confcience :  I  refer  you  to  Ahab  and 
to  fudas ,  and  to  thofe  of  whom  he  fpcaks  in  J<7^,*that  the  ter^ 
TOYS  of  God  did  drive  them  to  their  feet, 

2.  By  Argument :  ■  for  trouble  for  (in  in  refpeft  of  the  con-  «  _  -^ 
fcicnce  only ,  it  is  but  a  judicial  ad^,  it  is  but  a  part  of  the  wa-  •  ' 
ges  of  fin.    Indeed  trouble  in  the  affed^ions  (  which   Divines 

call  godly  forrow)  that  is  an  ad^  or  effedl  of  grace,  but  meer 
trouble  in  the  confcience,  which  confifts  in  fenfc  and  accu- 
fation,  that  God  brings  upon  the  (inner,,  for  his  tanfgrcili^ 
ons  ;  he  awakens  the  confcience  after  (in  to  accufc  for  (in- 
ning, whofe  directions  and  ch 'cks  could  not  availe  to  keep 
off  from  (inning :  fo  that  a  perfon  whofe  heart  is  in  no  mca- 
fure  changed  by  grace,  (md  therefore  of  neceflfity  is  un- 
der fins  dominion  j  he  may  be  filled  with  extreame  wrath  , 
and  bitterncfs  ;  yea,  the  very  terrors  of  Hell  may  fhake  and 
amaze,  and  confound  his  foul :  why  ?  the  reafon  is ,  becaufc, 
though  grace  be  required  to  raife  godly  forrov  ;  yet  cooCci- 
ence  only  awakened  and  .^d^uated  by  light ,  and  divine  com- 
mand is  abundantly  fufficient  to  accufe,  condemn,  vex  and 
trouble  the  fmn^r,'  5,  A 
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Prom  the  v«-  «j.  A  fifth  deceit  may  be  ;«  the  vacancies ^  or f pace s^  or  Inte^ 
cancics  and  in-  rimes  of  flmwg]htczu[c  a  man  dot  h  not  every  moment,or  eve- 
S^*  ry  day  lie  at  his  fin,  but  there  are  oft-times  fomc  paufes  and 

diftances  of  time  'tvvixt  finning  and  finning ;  he  therefore  con- 
;e6tures  that  fin  hath  not  dominion  over  him  :  why  f  becaufe 
where  fin  hath  dominion,  there  a  man  fells  himfelfto  finne, 
and  wallows  himfclf  in  finiaing ,  and  makes  it  his  tradejat  which 
he  fpends  his  life  and  ftrength. 

To  this  1  alfo  anfwcr,  that  yet  fin  may  have  dominion , 
though  there  be  fomc  rcfpites  and  breathings  *cwixt  finning 
and  finning.  For, 

1.  Some  rcfpites  do  not  ^rz/i?  from  a  r7ature  which  ivlllmt 
ffihf  eel  Irf elf  to  Jlme  ^hut  only  from  the  JefeH:  of  occajtons^  and 

Simile.  opfortunlties  of  fmln^  ;  A  thief  doth  not  always  fkal  becaufe 

he  may  be  fometimes  fick,  and  there  is  not  always  an  open 
convcnicncy  for  his  hand ;  the  like  may  be  faid  of  any  finnes 
which  are  capable  of  vifible  and  corporeal  a6Vings. 

2.  Again,  the  domlmon  of  Jin  doth  mt  abfolntely  conjlfl  In  an 
umnterruftedfropagatlonorferviceofJlnfulaEiS'y  (I. J  that  a 
man  doth  ijot  other  particular  afts,  but  fin,  fin  ;  the  drunkard 
is  under  the  power  of  drunkennefs,though  he  be  diverfe  times 
fober;  and  the  filthy  perfon  is  under  the  power  of  unclcan- 
neffe  ,  though  he  doth  not  every  day  fee  and  embrace  his  har- 
lot :  But  the  dominion  of  Jin  Is  to  he  judged  hy  the  dlfpofitlon 
of  the  heart ,  and  the  maine  part  of  the  courfe ;  if  finne  be  the 
main  thing  which  a  man  intends,  and  the  fingular  things 
to  which  he  refignes  and  yeelds  up  his  heart ,  whether 
he  be  alwayes  ,  or  fometimes  in  the  a(5lings,  this  is  not 
material. 

3.  Nay,  for  a  man  to  give  no  refpltt  to  flnfu/  aEhlngs  ,  this 
vpcre  againft  that  wlfdom  of  the  flejh,  which  concurs  to  make 
up  the  dominion  of  finne ;  though  the  propenfion  to  fin  may 
be  and  is  conftant  ,  though  the   love   of  the  fin  may  be, 

.  and  i?  great ,  yet  the  adings  of  fin  may  often  vary,  and  be  fuf- 

fticToffom/*"  P^"^^^>"P^"^P  reafonsand  refpe6ts,cither  of  fafery ,  or 

aaions  comra-  qut^r; or  profit,  or  pleafure,Scc. 

ry  to  outward  <5.  Afixth  deceit  may  be  from  the  fraBice  of  fome  ^Hlons 
laningf.  vphlch  are  contrary  tc  all  ontward  /Innings j  at  leaji  Inreffe^ 
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ofexerctfe :  bccaufe  a  man  is  perhaps  aconftanc  Church-man, 

and  hath  a  courfe  of  duties  (Tuch  as  they  are  )  in  his  family,and 

he  is  much  in  vowin^^s,  and  can  condemn  fm  to  purpofe  ;  no.Y  * 

furely  fin  hath  loll  its  dominion. 

I  anfvver,  that  notvvichftandmg  all  this,yct  fin  may  be  in  do* 
minion ;  For, 

I.  The  dominUn  of  fin  is  within. 

2-  Ir  may  conl'iii  with  mar^y  vlfible  f^Us  offiety  :  I  will 
clear  this  unto  you  by  propounding  one  cafe,  what  think  you 
of  an  hypocrite,  hath  no  fin  dominion  in  him?  you  will  con^ 
fefie  it  hath,  and  veriiy  it  hath ;  but  now  even  an  hypocrite 
may  flep  forth  into  all  outward  conformities,  I  know  no  vi- 
fib!e  act  of  i  napiety ,  which  an  hypocrite  either  doth  nor,or  may 
Dotpe  form. 

Secondly,  though  thofe  materlnl  ^ood  aEls  be  formally  opfo~ 
flis  to  Ij'fifal  acts  as  aEis^yet  as  the  dmornhjatienof  a  Chriflian^ 
fo  th  it  of  a  firmer  is  more  from  the  auctions  the,:  frorrt  the  acti- 
o-^s^  and  indeed  this  defines  and  decides  the  dommion  ,  or  in- 
domini on  of  fin  immediately,  W^.  the  difpofirion  of  the 
heart,  Avhich  may  be  really  rotten  and  falie  ,  and  the  true  har- 
bour of  a  fin,  though  the  perfon  doth  ^et  out  to  the  acting  of  - 
fome  viiib'.e  duties  of  piety.  There  muft  be  more  then 
externals ,  in  duty  to  evince  ,  that  finne  hath  not  Domi- 
nion. 

Havin.:  delivered  unto  (i«  the  ufeful  application  of  the 
point  already)  the  naturall  community  of  fins  dominion ,  and 
the  difficulty  of  releafe  from  it,  and  the  probability  of  its  rule 
in  many  mens  hearts,  and  the  erroneous  iiro'/nds  by  which 
men  couzen  aij^d  flatter  th.emfelves  as  free  and  exempted 
pcrfons.  *  .  T 

I  now  proceed  to  fet  do  An  fome  inftances  by  which  it  may  S'7^^7^^f'  . 
appear,  that  a  man  is  not  under  the  dominion  offui,or  that  fin  not  ^dominion; 
hath  nor  dominion  over  him. 

^  ^fChrifth  hi6  Lord:  theApoftle  hath  a  fweet  pafTage  rt  Chilft  be  hi? 
in  %gm.6Aj,  But  God  he  thanked  that  ye  were  thcfervants  <?f  hi*  Lor^li. 
finns,  hpu  yon  havs  obeyed  from  the  heart  that  form  of  doctrint  ■    ^ 
which  was  delivered )GH  y  ver.ig.  Ber/(*g  tlyenmade  free  from 
//V/tf,  yt,besome  the  f&rv ants  of  right eoaf ne f s  j{l,)  you  chofe- 

€hrift 


--J 
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IChrift  to  be  your  Lord,  and  refigned  up  your  felves  to  his  fer- 
vtce.  This  is  a  moft  undoubted  truth  ,  if  Chrift  be  my  Lord, 
1  amnotthenafervancto  fm,  finne  is  not  my  Mafter.Chrifts 
Dominion  is  deftru6livc  to,  and  inconfilknc  with  fins  domini- 
on. It  ever  ftands  alone. 
How  ihii  may  Oh],  But  you  will  fay,  how  may  a  man  know  that  Chrift 
bcknowfl.        is  his  Lord. 

.  SoL  This  is  a  great  pointj  and  much  depends  on  it,  I  will 

One  may  be     ^^^"^  ^^  ^  little. 

a  Lord  in  You  know  that  one  may  be  a  Lor  dm  a  double  refpc<ft,one 

Refpedof  Ti-  in  refpedt  G^ title  znd  ri^ht ,  another  in  refpedl:  of  amhortty 
I  of*A^^'^''^'    ^"^  acknowledgement ;  it  is  certain  that  Chrift  is  the  Lord  of 

ind  acknow*  ^^^  ^^^  s^oxXd ,  all  the  Nations  of  the  earth  are  given  unto 
Udjemcnt.  '  him,  and  are  in  refpevft  of  his  title  and  right ,  to  ftoop  and 
bow  down  themfelves,  but  he  is  not  acknowledged  as  a  Lord, 
he  is  not  embraced  (as  io)  by  his  enemies,  yet  fome  there 
are  in  whofe  heart  Chrift  fets  up  his  authority  and  rule,and 
who  do  acknowledge  him,  who  do  make  choice  of  him  to  be 
the  Lord  of  their  hearts  and  lives ;  ( /. )  they  prefer  the  go- 
vernment of  Chrift,  they  do  confent  unto  him  ,  that  he  only 
fliall  rule  them,  and  they  do  refigne  up  themfelves  to  his  will? 
they  do  beftow  their  hearts  and  fervice  on  him. 

Beloved  1  when  aperfon  makes  choice  of  Chrift  to  be  his 
Lord,  he  doth  confide r  the  feveral  kinds  of  dominion  (of  (in, 
ofthe  World,  of  the  Devil,  of  Chrift)  heconfiders  them  fc- 
rioufly,  and  compares  them,  and  then  he  findes  that  no  do- 
minion for  a  mans  foul)  is  like  Chrifts ;  none  fo  righteous  and 
juft,  none  fo  holy  and  heavenly,  none  fo  fweet  and  profitable: 
Chrift  hath  the  only  right  to^the  foul,  and  his  government  is 
infinitely  bel^. 

Now  the  perfon  f  hereupon j  makes  choice  of  Chrift,  and 
comes  unto  him  with  humble  tears  ,  and  befeecheth  him  to 
reigfie  over  him :  O  blefled  Jefus !  (faith  the  foul  )  thou  arc 
the  only  Lord,  and  there  is  none  like  thee,  or  befides  thee; 
I  have  been  a  rebel,  an  enemy  unto  thee,  I  have  been  difo- 
bcdient,  and  have  fervcd  divers  lufts  and  pleafures ;  I  have^ 
icrvedthe  world,  and  the  Prince  ofdarkneffe,but  now  I  re- 
aouncc  their  fervice,  and  condemne  my  flavcry ,  and  come 

unto 
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unto  thee  to  be  my  Lord.  Thy  titl>:  is  juft  and  proper  to 
my  ioul ;  it  is  chy  purchafe,  and  therefore  the  fcrviceotit  be« 
longs  to  thee.  Thy  precepts  and  commands  are  righteous  and 
holy,  therefore  doth  thy  fervant  make  choice  of  ihce ,  and 
love  I  hem :  thou  wouldft  have  my  heart,  my  will,rny  affedions, 
my  lite,  and  who  ihould  have  them  but  thy  felf,  upon  thic  * 
do  1  bellow  my  felf,  and  moll  gladly  do  I  confent  to  thy  ho- 
ly wil ,  and  religne  up  all  the  lirength,and  powers  of  all  that  I 
am,or  havt,or  can  do,to  rhei-rvice  and  honor  of  thee;thou;3h 
fin  ra^^e,yec  I  will  (crve  thee;rhou^  h  the  vvo: Id  frown  or  favvnc, 
ycc  I  will  fcrve  i  hee^thoi.gh  Satan  tempt. yet  Iwiil  ferve  thee. 

My  heart  I  bwrtow  on  thee  as  well  as  my  fafetisis,  my  fer- 
vice  I  bcrtow  on  ihec,as  well  as  my  fiopes  ;  thy  honour  I  de- 
fire  finccrely  to  intend,  my  love  I  fct  on  thee  ,  my  fear  is  of 
thtc,  my  greatcft  care  (hall  be  to  obey  thy  will,  and  my  on- 
ly joy  tobinLith:eg!ory  ;  fuch  a  choice  of  Chrilt  to  be  our 
Lord,  infallibly  argues  that  fm  hath  not  dominion  ,  forafmuch 
as  this  cannot  be  without  the  chan  e  of  the  heart  anJ  whole 
man ,  which  change  cannot  confilt  with  finnes  domi* 
nion. 

2.  If  ftn  4Kd  rve  he  enemies ,  then  finne  is  not  our  Lord.       if  i7n  1  A  mm 

Sin  is  an  enemy  two  ways.  Either,  be  enemies. 

%cfilh  :  thus  it  is  an  enemy  to  him,  who  yet  dearly  Jovc^,  Sin  is  an  enr: 
an^  faithruUy  fervesit ;  thou  hir  gives  unto  a  man  the  wa-  ">y» 
gcs  of  unri  hreoufnefle  (many  finful  pleafures,  and  many  fm-  ^^*^y- 
ful  profits)  yet  in  all  thefe,  In  is  an  enemy  to  iheperfon; 
It  wo-ks  his  foul  off  fron  *.jod  and  happineife>andhGiinefs, 
and  cxnoferh  it  to  death  and  hell. 

Pr^m  ally :  thus  fin  is  an  enemy,  when  a  man  looks  upon  Pf*A^c*lljr« 
it ,  and  dv-*als  with  it  as  with  an  enemy,'  he  jud^eth  of  it  3s 
of  a  vi  e  thin  ' ,  and  hares  ir ,  and  abhors  it  as  the  on'y  evill 
thing,  and  enemy  to  hi<  foul.  Beloved,  when  fin  hath  domi- 
nion ,  there  is  then  a  confederacy  Vwixt  it  and  the  foul,  the 
Pro  het  c^ils  It  a  Cavenp.n*^i^nd  the  Apollle  calls  ic  a  conrra^^, 
«-  efpoufl  or  msrria'C,  (/.)  fuch  anag  eemenran^con  un- 
d'on  whe*'e  the  foul  bellows  its  choicelt  love  on  fin.  But 
when  thedoTinioncifinnc  :oesofF,  then  the'^ovenint  is 
broken,  the  knot  b  diiiolvcd^chc  affetlion  of  love  y  difplaced. 

T  As 
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/  As  ^  w^  ill  another  cafe,  Amons  l&ve  turned,  to  the  cruelefi 

j^mredy  (o  here,  though  a  man  did  lave  his  (ins,  yet  now 
liis  love  ischanged  into  hatred,  andxhis  hatred  infaijitdy  ar- 
gues tteindominiGn  of  fin  5  for 
Hatred  in-  I .  H^red  inclfidesfefaranon  :  It  is  fuch  a  quality  as  draws  off 

ciudesfeparari-  the  fouUovc  is  that  which  draws  on  the  foul  towards  itsobje^^j 
and  hatred  is  that  which  draws  it  off;  Get  thee  herice  ^  faid 
they,  in  Ef'Aj  30.  22.  and  whM  htive  I  to  do  any  more  wltit  UM^ 
ftid  Ephraimj  Hof.14.8. 

Now  finnes  dominion  confifts  in  the  cleaving  and  united 
fub>e6lion  of  the  affeftions,  the  foul  makes  fin  its  centre  un- 
to which  it  wholly  inclines,  it  and  the  foul  are  one,  when  fin 
reignes,  and  therefore  the  reparation  of  the  affed^ions  (which 
is  done  by  hatred)  argues  that  the  yoke  is  broken  afun- 
der. 

2.  Again,  hatrei  includes  ferfcB  -effojltlon^  the  greater  de- 
fiance, and  contradictions  and  warrings  arife  fr/^m  hatred : 
we  oppofe  and  croffe  moft,  where  we  hate  moft-  And  this 
cannotbc  where  finnehath  dominion,  for  there  our  wea- 
pons are  edged ,  for  our  lufts  we  love  them  much  ,  and 
defend -them  moft«,  and  are  careful  to  prcferve  and  keepe 
them. 

Tbiidlyy  hatred  inclmes  to  deflrnUjoni  Ruine  is  the  fcope 
of  hatred:  we  feek  the  death  of  him  whom  wc  hate,  and 
all  the  evil  which  be&ls  a  perfon  hated,  is  the- joy  of  him  that 
hates.    So  is  it  where  fin  is  hated,  a  man  feeks  the  death  of 
fin,  and  therefore  fuch  pcrfons  as  hate  finne  ,  arc   faid  in 
Scripture  to  mortifie  the  flefh\znito  erne  t fie  their   lufis  (i,) 
the  killing,  and  fubduing,  and  rooting  out  of  finne  is  that  which 
ihey  defire  and  endeavour.     Now  this  cannot  ftand  with  fin 
^ii  dominion ,  wherca  man  is  fofar  from  offering  any  deadly 
violence  to  his  reigning  fins,  that  he  reputes  him  as  the  greai;- 
'Cft    enemy  ,    who    drawcs    forth    any    crucifying    wea- 
pons, and  applies  them  to  the  caftingdowne  of  his  ftrong 
Hholds. 

g.  li hdlineff  9r  ^raeehath  6Ur  l^c ,y  theo  fin  hach  not  domi- 
nion  over  us. 


Hatred 

eludes  perffid 
oppoiicien. 


dines  to  dc« 


IfMineffe 


k&m  low.     geipyed it  ismnted,  th«t 
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I.  The  T>omimono[  pnmay  cenfifl  with  the  fjokjd  frofejjt- T he  dommiom 
cnofholifsep:  An  hypocrite  (whofc  heart  is  in  the  decpert  °^^»- "^y"^-- 
and  mort  affeaionate  ,  and  eiaborarc  fervice  of  lome  one  J^j^.^  profcfi- 
j)articular  luft)  he  may  yet  wear  the  livery,  and  garb,  and  pro- ^^  of  aoluicfi. 
felfion  of  gre  iteft  fan6\ity ;  Nay,he  doth  therefore  feem  good 
that  he  may  (the  more inobfcrvably  and  fully)  folio. v   his 

(inne. 

1.  The  Dominion  of  [tn  may  con ^fl  with  the    k^owU'ge  <^f  ^nj^j.j,  jjig 
hoilnefs:  oreat   parts  and  intelk^ual  fpeculations  of  holi-  knnv ledge  o£ 
ncfle,  as  they   may  depend  upon  forraigne    caufes  without  holincflc. 
^ncc  (vlz>.  upon  mecrftudyanc  frequent  heariniis,  and  a  na- 
tural di^fire  Of*  knowing ,    and   lookm^  into  all  intdligible 
cbjeas,  and  alfo  on  an  humour  of  piidc,  that  a  man  v^iiI  b^ 
accounted  able  to  fay  fomerhing  m  every  thing ;  I  fay  as  thofe 
intell  iluai  parts  may  depend  upon  weak  anrivAin  caufesj  f6 
they  may  conlid  v\ith  an  ardent  love  of  rei^nin ;  corruptions; 
for  learning  alcers  not  ihc  nature  nor  doth  more   knovv*cd  e   - 
ove  throw  iin  :  a  mnn  may  be  a  leaned   finn^- ,   and  by  bis 
know. edge  grow  more    accurately     and     inexcufably   fin-       -t  j>To-^^^r 

full.  _  •♦  -  '  ^^'^     .„ 

3.  The  Dominion  of  fin  may  confift  with  fome  v^- hit  aU-  An&mxhiGmt 

irfs  ofhoiy^efs ;  as  a  man  may  be  a  Traitor,  when  he  yet  doth  ^1?  ^  la'"^ 
fcemc  to  do  foTiethmg  ofche  fervice  toa  Prmce  :  So  finne 
may  be  a  man^  Lord,  thou-  h  he  doth  do  many  things  which 
fecm  ^ood  :  Herod  lai/ed  Heredias  ,  though  he  heard  John 
Baft'rjl^  and  did  many  thmp  gladly :  there  is  fcarce  any  man 
(wnere  Chrift  is  profeflld)"  that  is  fo  univerfallybad,  bur  he 
may(no.v  and  then}do  ibmething  which  may  be  particularly 
good,at  l^ail  materially  confidercd. 

4.  But  yet  fourthly,  the  Dominion  of  Jin  cannot  csn^fl  with  ^wf  ''^  cannoc 
the  hv '  of  hoTtnefs ;  for  where  fin  is  in  dominion>  there  finn^  ^h  "^^  ***^f 
hath  the  love  of  the  foul ;  Nowic  is  impoffible  for  a  man  to  hohntSf 
love  fin,  aud  to'oyeholineffe.    I  grantit,  that  many  things 
may  \>c  the  object  cf  love,  though  there  be  a  numerical  variety 
of  them,  yet  there  may    be  ^n  djectlve   unity  ^  they  may  all 
meet  in  one  <  ommon  rcafori,  and  natural  courfe  of  love,  and 
the  efore may  beloved     But    then  ODpofite  "and  contra di- 
^ory  things  cannot  be  both  loved  at  once,  the  feafon  is,  be- 

T2  caufc 
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caufe  you  cannot  reconcile  them  into  anobjedlive  unity: 
that  which  is  a  rcafon  of  the  love  m  one,is  a  reafon  of  hatred 
in  the  other.Now  fin  and  holineffcare  oppofite,  they  are  ac 
the  greateft  dilhnce  in  fpiricual  contradiftions,  their  natures, 
and  courfcs,  and  effeds,  all  are  oppofite,  fo  that  a  man  can- 
not (at  once)  poffibly  love  them  both:  And  therefore 
if  hollneffe  and  y:ace  hath  thy  love,  verily  fin  hath  not  do- 
minion. 

I  myftnotinfifl:  at  large  on  this  r  only  obferve  whether 
tbou  loveft  holineffe  prccifelie  and  purely  for  it  felf ;  what  is 
it  which  thou  efteemeft  moft ,  which  ihou  defireft  moft ;  is 
the  want  of  it  thy  greateft  grtef  f  is  the  profperity  of  it  ei- 
ther in  thy  felf  or  others ,  a  true  and  fingular  joy  unto  thee  ? 
at  what  paincsartthouto  purchafe  and  cncreafe  it  ?  what  are 
thy  thoughts  of  them  who  arc  holy  ?  and  of  thofe  Miniftries 
which  cdge^nd  work  on  thy  heart  moft  unto  holineffe,  thefe 
and  fuch  like  things  will  ftiew  whither  thou  loveft  holinefs, 
which  if  thou  doeft,  thy  fin  is  not  thy  Lord. 
Whofe  Laws        4v  Whefe  Laws  doeft  thou  approve  W  delight  in ;  accord- 
doeftthouap*   ing  as  a  mans  Lord  is,  fo  are  hisj-aws,and  according  as  the 
Prove  and  «k:   man  is,  fo  is  his  minde  and  atfeftions  towards  thofe  Laws  of 
Sibciii.  ^jj^j Lord  ;  you  ftiall findc  that  when  finne  hath  dominion  , 

there  fin  hath  feveralLaws,  feveral  commands ,  the  obedi-^ 
cnce  of  which  is  delightful  to  the  finner :  And  therefore  fuch 
a  one  is  faid.  tofnlfill  the  Infts  of  the  flejhya^d  to  commit  fia. 
with  j^reedinefsyEphzC.ji^,  i p .  a^d  to  yeeld  himfelf  over  Ufjto  [in,  • 
Thus  it  is  on  the  contrary,  where  fin  is  oroken  off  from 
its  dominion ,  and  Chrift  doth  rule  the  heart ,  his  Lavves 
have  a  marvellous  futablcneffe  with  thefpiritofthatman:  his 
Lavf  is  -written  in  the  heart ,  f/.)  there  IS  a  powerful  and  an- 
fwerable  inclination  ftamped  in  the  heart,  which  gives  way 
CO  the  command:  Inthe  volume  of  thy  book  it  is  written  of 
me^  that  I  fhotild  do  thy  willy  he  1  come  ,  Pfalm  40.7.  /  de^ 
light  to  do  thy  willy  O  my  God^yea^  thy  Law  is  in  my  hearty  v. 
8.  ThoH  faideftyfeek.ye  my  faccy  my  heart  faid  unto  me,  Thy 
face  Lord  will  Ifeek^y  Pfal.27.8.  Lordy  what  wilt  thm  have  me 
todoyA&.9*6. 

Qb).  It  13  true,  that  finful  corruption  fyet  abiding  in  the 

kftj 
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bcftj  will  make  head  a^,ainfl:  the  holy  commands  of  Chrid , 
it  will  be  backward  enough,  crofs  enough,  unwilling  enough , 
refifting  andftrivin^. 

Sol.  But  yet  three  things  will  more  habitually  appear   in  ^  Tnrec  tnmgs 
perlon  ,  whofc  foule  is  governed   by  Chrift   and  not  by  pc^ooVo^cm- 

finnc.  ^      ^  edbyCbiift, 

1.  One  is  tAffrohatlon  (i.)  this   judgement  doth  highly  md  not  by  fin. 
eftceme  of  the  commands  of   Chrift  ;   Paul  counted   the^PP^^^^^^®"' 
commandment  A^//,  andn]f/?rtf5w,and^W,  and  tending  to 

life, '2^^w.7.i2. 

2.  Another  hconfentQ,)  his  will  yeclds  unto  it,  as  to  a  rule  Confenr, 
moft  fit  to  be  obeyed ,   /  confent  unto  the  Law  that  It  is  goody 
Rom.7.1^.  and  therefore  would  obey  it. 

3.  A  third  is  Inward  delight^  Rom.  7. 22.  /  delight  In  the  Inward  dc- 
Law   of  God  after   the    inward    wani     The  Apoftle  from  I'S^f* 
this  (though  he  found  a  contrary  Lawinhlsmemhers  warring 
again/l  the  Law  of  his  mlnde ;  and  much  evil  prcfcnt  when  he 

would  do  any  good)  yet  concludes  againft  fins  dominion, i^<?;». 
7.  25,  f 9  then  with  the  mind  I  myfelfferve  the  Law  of  Cody  hnt 
with  the  fit fh  the  Law  of ^n. 

Why  brethren  ?  this  is  a  great  matter,  and  a  great  difcovc-  « 
ry  of  our  hearts,  to  obfervc,  what  Law  that  is  with  which 
wc  take  part:  which  we  fet  up  as  our  rule,  whofc  authority  we 
do  juftifie :  finne  will  command  in  him  which  hates  it,  ( /•)  it 
will  be  prefcribing  to  our  affedlion  ,  and  our  adioris,  but  then 
if  Chrift  doth  rule  us,  we  war  againft  thofe  commands,we  refift 
chem,  we  defie  them,  we  pray  againft  them,  we  take  not  pare 
with  them.  We  acquit  that  Law  of  Chrift  which  we  would  fol- 
low, but  ibmetimes  cai^ot  (To  fully  as  weftiould)  wejuftf- 
fie  it  as  a  moft  righteous  command,,  and  ftrive  to  conform 
our  hearts  to  thntjand  to  order  our  lives  by  that. 

^.  A  fifth  tryal  may  be  this,  wh^t  is  the  dlffoption  ^nd'^-^^'^'y^^. 
xourfe  of  QHr  hearts^  under  the  fa Jfive  caftivlties  of  our  fouls  hy  ^^^^^^^^^  un- 
f articular  fnnings.  der  the  paffifc 

There  is  a  twofold  captivity  of  the  foul  to  fin  capdviriei  of 

One  is  aBive^  wherein  a  man  doth  (as  tAhah)  fell  himfelf  o"^  i^^^i  fin* 
to  wickedneffe,  ot  as  Judas j  offer  himfelf  to  betray  Chrifl 
(he  went  to  the  high-Priefiywhat  mllyoHgivc  mty  and  J  wiU 
ietrayhinfy&c,)  A^ 
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Three  things 
difcoVft  this. 
Heaccy  grfef. 


Another  is  ;>^j^t/r, wherein  (as  Fml  complained)  he  Is 
fold  mder  fmn?  ^  like  a  fouldier  over-povvercd ,  and  by 
Itrength  taken  captive,  and  led  away  priloner.  I  confelfc , 
-that  this  is  moft  true,  a  good  man  may  (in ,  nay  he  doth  fin, 
fin  may  hav^  many  particular  vi(S^ories,  where  yet  it  hath  not 
a  Kingdom  or  Dominion :  As  there  may  be  antecUent  diffc- 
rtHCis  before  fin  is  committed,  and  as  there  may  be  coyicoml^ 
tant  differences  ,  when  fin  is  committing,  (which  may  be  as  fo 
many  lively  teftimonies  agunft  dominion  )  fo  there  are  con<* 
fe^uey/t  ^lff'ere;:tes:  \bzrQ  2rQ  fome  thin_,s  afterward  which 
fbew  that  yet  fm  hath  not  dominion  though  it  did  prcvailc 
and  overcome. 

Three  rhings. 

I.  One  is  hcai^ty grief :  though  a  good  man  hath  not  al- 
wayes  iiffi.icnt  iken^tn  ro  conquer  a  temptation,  yet  he 
hath  fufficient  grace  robewailehis  iinnings:  though  he  can- 
hot  always  rejoyce  that  he  lUnds ,  ycc  he  can  heartily  gievt 
that  he  tails,  either  fin  is  hisconqueft,  o**  clfe  it  is  his. for-. 
row.  ThOu-h  you  fee  notP^^-z^i^caftdcwn  by  hispleafures, 
yet  you  lliortly  fee  him  caft  dovn  hiiifelfe  by  his  mournings. 
Thou  h  you  fee  Petr  untrui^y  to  his  maiicr,  yet  you  fhall  pre- 
fently  find  himielfe  birterly  weeping  for  his  mifcarri'^ge : 
V^hereas  the  fcrvants  offinne  do  the  work  and  take  the  wages, 
they  fin  and  re  oyc?  when  they  have  done  evil,  yet  the  fcr- 
vants of  fighteoufnelfe  a&ivcly  affiid  their  hearts  ,  for  that 
which  hath  deceived  them>  and  prevailed  upon  them. 

O/;.  It  is.granred  that  terror  miy  gripe  an  evil!  heart  For 
evil  doin^  f  tiut  there  is  a  great  diffc:rence  betwixt  a  fword 
which  wounds-,  and  a  fountain  that  nift. 

Sol.  Confciencemay  be  wounded  in  the  ^ood  and  in  the 
bad:  but- bcfides  this,  that  a6\ed.  finnes  are  a  good 
"mans  wound,  they  arc  alio  his  ^reat  grief  of  foul. 

2.  Another  is  e^^rnefi  defers  if  recovery :  It  r^  finiular 
and  obfervable  matter,  this  u  hen  a  man  hath  finned  ;  to  whom 
he  holds  out  his  hand  upon  it :  The  fervant  of  fin  doih  work 
jTinne  ,  and  his  hand  (ketcbeth  out  it  fe^  fas  a  fervant  fiill ,  as 
ready  to  advance  and  finifh  the  fcrvice :  finnc  is  his  work  and 
delight ,  it  is  the  lord  and  captain,  after  which  he  would  yet 
"  '  march; 
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march :  But  an  holy  man    (  not  under  dominion  ,  but  furpri- 

fal ;  not  under  fervice  but  captivity  )  J*  i>  not  himfelf  till 

he  hath  recovered  his  liberty  and  ftrength ;  ^  There  is  fuch  ' 

an  high  difpleafure  with  himfelfe,  and  with  his  fadls,  that  he 

will  go  free,  he  vviil  not  have  his  earc  bored  to  ferve  fuch  t  l^Ja- 

fter  as  fin. 

Good  Lord  ho.v  his  heart  trembles,  how  his  heart  medi- 
tates ,  calt  about ,  works,  ftrivesj  fometimes  he  cries  out : 
?h  wicked  J  a  deceitful  heart;}  fometimes  he  condemncs  him-, 
felf  j  what  a  heafl:  was  I  thus  to  fin  ?  fometimes  he  looks  up- 
toward  heaven,  and  ;fi§h$  bitterly;  Ah!  what  a  God  have- 1 
provoked,"  what  mercies  have  I  wronged?  fometimes  he 
looks  in,  and  weeps,  J^nd  faith ,  ah  !  what  motions  did  I  with- 
ftand  ?  what  a  fpirit  have  I  grieved  ?  how  unlike  my  felf  ]^  • 
tny  felf?  fometimes  he  is  down  in  prayer ,  .O  Lord  forgive, 
blot  our,  heal,  help,  recover  my  heart  again  unto  thee :  One 
way  or  other  is  his  foul  working  like  a  fountaine  in  which 
dirt  is  caft,  till  it  hath  purged  out  the  filth :  he  is  not  luc 
reft  till  finnc  be  more  fubdued,  his  heart  more  changed  ,  fii^ 
aflfe6lions  more  humbled,  his  judgement  more  cleared ,  his 
confcience  more  preferved,  his  peace  more  confirmed^  his 
foul  not  only  recovered ,  but  alfo  bettered  ;  yea,  thus  it  will 
b<2^Lhfuch  an  heart  (which<lears  it  that  fin  hatji  not  domi- 
nion j  that  thoiJ^hfin^prevaileto  a6lion>  yet  it  fhall  not  to 
.affe(Skion;  though!  did  the  evil ,  yet  I  hate  it;  though  it  did 
prevail ,  yet  J  wiJl  not  ferve  it ;  though  it  hath  be^t  me  down 
•,as  a  tyrant,  yet  I  will  not  follow  it  as  my  Lord  ;  nay,!  am  not 
at  quiet  till  I  can  recover  the  fight  of  my  Lord  Chrift  againe,,, 
and  have  made  my  peace,  and  ftrengthncd  my  heart  for  more 
Joyal  fervice  unto  him. 

The  third  is  ft  rang  ht^tredmd  cr^fllci :   the  War  is  more  in-  Strong  luicr«cl« 
'^y^eafed ;.hy  viftory,  rev^ngCiis vofix^ raifed^  zOr.7.  '  ■' 
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•        •     -        i 

S  E  C  T.  V. 

tiff' t-         A    Second  Ufe  from  Davids  prayer*  againft  the  dominion 

For  tha*«kful-     £\    of  f^n,  fhallbc  for  iha»kfi*l»epj  tofHch  ift  wh^m  ihis  dti^ 

rain  on  is  bro-      Thomh  there  be  Co  much  offinne  remaining,  as  may  keep 
ken  off.  thee  humble,  and  watchful,  yccifdoi  inion  b^gone>  ihei:eis 

fo  much  done  as  may  chAlk«  c  from  thee  to   be  hearciiy 
Sit  nintiv€i.    thankful :  give  me  leave  to  put  on  this  a  Utclc.  Six  motives, 
frit  deliverance       i.  Deliverance  from  th^  great  e     evil  is  rcafon   enough  of 
fro  II  the  ^rut-  great  thanks :  It  i<?  more  then  ir  God  delivered  rbvC  from 
en  evil,  jjgji  ^  if  jieh^tii  delivered  thee  f  om  the  dominion  of  finne : 

No  hell  is  like  finne  ■  eignin.: ,  for  as  much  as  torment  in 
ftren[,th>is  nothing  to  fin  in  ftrcn»,th:  thit  is  indeed  a  very 
miferable  thing  ;  bf  t  this  a   very  Xvil  thin^  :  finnc  is  worfc 
then  all  punilhment ,  and  reigning  finnc  is  the  wortt  of  all 
finne. 
None  butGod     ^    N^^Je  hnt  God  conid  deliver    thcfy  and  therefore  if  be 
ci.uidileLv«     bath  done  it^blerfe  him.    A  man  may  deliver  his  friend  out 
tkec*  of  prifon  by  paying  his  debt ;  A  father  may  delivcj^Jiis 

child  out  of  captivity  by  fending  his  ranfome ;  A  Country 
may  be  d^Hveicd  from  the  opprcffion  of  an  invading  tyrant 
ty  great  iiren^th  of  its  own:  But  there  ae  two  hands  out 
of  which  none  but  \Jod  can  deliver,  on^  i>  Satans,  another  is 
our  ovvn.  As  David  (pak^  in  another  cafe;  thonhaft  io§^ed 
the  hands  of  mj  diftreffe  ^  and  ic  is  the  Lord  whd  fuhdt^ 
eththeteoplcH^der  me  I  and  it  is  not  my  borve  nor  n:y  f^ord^ 
&.C.  tnat  1  fay  here ,  it  is  not  your  own  armc  which  hath 
fottcn  you  the  vi6tory  ;  no  nani  but  Gods  high  h^nd, 
.  whit  h  hach  delive'^d  you  f^om  the  nowcrs  of  darkne(fe,which 
hath  kept  fin  from  dominion ,  whih  hath  cart  out  the  llrong 
man,  which  hath  cart  down  the  ftron;  holds;  thoi  wift 
notio  much  IS  fenfibleof  thine  own  vaffihge,  or  of  finnes 
dominion,  thou'hidft  not  rower  to  feel ,  much  Iclfe  to 
conquer  and  deliver:  Andv\hen  thou  wert  fenfiWe  of  finne, 
chy  h^arc  did  not  bcfaave  ic  felf  as  an  enemy  ,  but  as  a  ^iend 
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moft  willingly  bowing  under  the  yoke ,  and  readily  embracing 
the  lufts  and  motions  of  the  law  of  fin:  when  thou  haft  been 
called  upon  to  put  off  the  yoke,  and  to  come  out  of  the  houfc 
of  bondage ;  the  Hebrew  fervant  (  who  loved  his  Mafter)  was 
nevermore  unwilling  to  part  from  hishoufe,  then  thy  heart 
was  to  come  off  from  thy  love  and  fervicc  of  thy  fins.  And  yet 
the  almighty  God  fin  compalTion  to  thy  foulc^  bath  delivered 
thee  •  he  hath  difthroned  fin,  he  hath  drawn  off  thy  heart  to 
a  better  Lord  ,  and  would  not  fuffer  fin  to  rule  thee  ;  but  by 
the  mighty  power  of  his  «race  >  hath  made  thee  free  from  the 
houfe  of  moft  heavy  bondage. 

Therefore  not  to  thy  good  nature,  nor  to  thy  free-will,  nor 
to  thy  abilities  ,  nor  to  thy  wit,  or  parts  >  orreafon;  but  to 
the  Lord  be  all  the  glory :  thcviftory  is  his,  therefore  lee  the 
praile  be  his. 

3.  It  Isjpeclal/grace  andwercy:  Paul  ftilcsitnVA  mercy-,  and  j^j^  f-j^jjH 
great  love-,  and  riches  of  grace  Eph,2,  It  is  mercy  to  be  rid  of  a  g^^^  J^^  m^^^ 
difeafe ,  more  of  a  fin ;  to  refift  a  temptation ,  much  more  to  cy. 
take  off  dominion ,  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  only  doth  it ;  the  more 
fingular  a  mercy  is,  the  morethankfuU  fiiould  we  be,  Ticus  ^.^. 
We  oHr  [elves  alfo  were  fometimes  footljkydlfobedieHt -^deceivedy 
[erving  divers  Infls  and  f leaf nres  Sec,  v,  4,  But  after  that  the 
kj-zidneffe  and  love  of  God  our  Saviour  toward  man  of  geared*  V.  5, 
t^f  cording  to  his  mercy  hefaved  us :  thou  haft  in  love  to  my  foul 
delivered  it  from  the  fit  of  corruption^  faid  Hez,ekjah'y  Efa,  38. 
17.0  then  vyhat  a  mercy  is  it  to  be  delivered  from  the  power 
of  finfull  dominion  f  If  thou  were  rid  of  an  hard  Mafter  that 
would  feeme  a^  mercy ,  if  of  a  cruell  Tyrant ,  that  would  feem 
a  mercy,  if  of  a  defperate  enemy ,  if  of  bonds,  if  of  a  fickncfs, 
what  then  is  it  to  be  rid  of  the  rule  offin?  which  is  infinitely 
worfe  thenalkhefe. 

Fourthly,  m  Lord  fo  had  ^  and  no  command  foe  vile  ^  as  thofe  >j    -r     t  r 
€fjin  in  dominion ,  Therefore  blefle  God  for  yoir  deliverance  ^ad  or  com-^ 
yqu  whofe  foules are  (through  the  mighty  gracioufneffe  of  a  mandei fo  vile 
good  God)  rcfcued  from  the  powers  of  darkneffe ,  Tell  me  ,  as  thofc  of /in 
what  are  your  thoughcs,what  your  judgements,  what  your  trou-  indcminloa, 
blcs,  for  the  workings  of  your  vanquillied  enemy  ?  if  the  weak- 
ned  corruptions  appeare ,  yet  fo  vile,  what  were  your  raign- 
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ing  corruptions:  Iffinbcfomonftrousunto  }jou  now  only  in 
temptation  >  what  was  it  heretofore  in  dominion?  if  the  fin- 
ger be  fo  heavy ,  wiut  were  the  loynesPifa  particular  a6lion 
doth  Cas  you  imagine)  expofe  you  fo  danger oufly  ,  whac 
did  the  fervice  of  fin  do  ?  under  what  difpleafures  of  wrath 
lay  your  foulcs",  when  fin  had  fulkft  affection  and  compleac 
to  obedience.  • 

Rebekjih  feemed  weary  of  her  life  ,  becaufe  of  the  prefence 
of  the  Daughters  of  Heth :  If  the  prefence  created  fuch  an  af- 
fliction ,  what  might  the  conjunction  and  union  have  done  ? 
veriiy  if  fm  be  (as  it  is )  bad  and  troubleforne  in  combate,  O  it 
is  infinitely  worfe  in  the  throne,and  abfolute  Empire  over  the 
foulc,  wherein  every  faculty  ferves  it  with  all  its  (irength ,  and 
madly  ftrives  how  to  difhonour  God  ,  breaks  his  law,  refills  his 
fpirit ,  to  fulfill lufts,  and  pleafe  the  devilJ^  and  todamne  the. 
foule.  .  ' 

O  bleffe  the  Lord  for  his  goodneffe  to  thee,that  yet  the  domi- 
nion of  fin  is  off:  Tis  true,  corruption  yet  remaines ,  but  yet  it 
rcmaines  not  as  a  Lord  ,but  as  a  Tyrant;  not  as  a  king,  but  as  an 
.enemy  ;  time  was  that  fin  had  thy  love,  but  now  thou  hateft  it; 
time  was  that  fin  had  thy  minde  to  devife  for  it ,  but  now  thofe 
imaginations  are  caft  down:  time  was  that  thy  will  was  efpoufed 
to  fin,but  now  a  divorce  is  fucd  out  j  time  was  that  thy  members 
were  ready  enough  to  fuUfil  the  lurts  of  the  flefli,  but  now  they 
are  made  fervants  of  righteouihefle;  time  was  that  thou  didefl 
fell  thy  felfc  to  wickedneffe,and  was  never  fo  joyfull,  as  when 
thou  waft  finfull ,  but  now  it  is  not  fo  ,  thou  art  a  drudge,  a 
flave ,  a  vaflall  no  longer  ,  thy  former  wayes  amaze  thee, 
and  the  prefcnt  Commands  of  fin  are  an  affliftion  to  thee,  O 
bleffe  the  LordiC^c. 
If  dominion  of       5-  Again,  //  the  domlmon  of  fin  he  offy  then  aJfftreJ/jfthefcefter 
frn  be  off  then    of  Chrift  is  fet  ^p  In  thy  fonl.  Beloved!  the  foule  ftands  not ,  a- 
the  fccpter  of  bides  not  in  a  middle  cftatc:  it  muft  have  fomc  one  Lord  or  o- 
Chrift  is  fee     ^htx ,  it  is  neceffarily  under  fome  one  dominion  (either  of  fin 
up  in  iby  loul.  ^^  of  ChriftJ  and  this  know,  that  the  dominion  of  fin  cannot 
be  taken  off  in  the  foul  but  by  a  contrary  ,  by  a  better ,  by  a 
ftronger  dominion,by  that  of  Chrift  who  difpoffefferh  the  ftrong 
man;  Itishewhohath  changed  thy  heart ,  who  iath  made 

thy. 
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thy  heart  to  chang  itsMafter,v\ho  hath  drawn  off  thy  Iove>thy  fer- 

Now  ,  no  dominion  in  the  world  like  that  of  Chrift.  Ukc  chr"^ft?^" 

i.Nonefo/W/,  hecisHoIy,  love  holinefle  ,  and  aJI  his  N^ne  fohoiy. 
commands  are  righteous, 

2. None  fo  Graciom^ht  doth  not  exa6l  beyond  what  he  gives,  ^°  S^^clcus. 
and  will  yet  mercifully  .pardon  our  true  endeavors  of  fervice 
wherein  they  fall  /liort: 

:5.  None  [o  penceai^le :  his  very  fervice  is  a  kind  of  wages  to 
the  obedient :  a  vaffal  to  (in  is  like  a  man  labouring  all  day  a-  ^^^  peaceable^ 
bout  thornes ,  and  nettles :  (the  more  abundance  of  them  graf-,  Similc. 
ped  by  him  5  galls  him  with  the  more  wounds  and  paines ) 
no  man  can  be  long  cheerfully  finfull  ,  cither  Tcrrour 
or  fcare-  accompanies  moft  (innings  ,  but  die  fervice  of 
Chrilt  hath  warrant  from  the  word  ,  and  peace  from  con- 
fcicnce. 

4.  None  fo  ^j5?a^^^:  his  commands  are  accompanied  with  Soafflidcd, 
ftrength  and  fpirit :  he  bids  us  to  dorheworke  ,  and  gives  us 
his  owne  hand  thereto,  impofcth  duty,and  taprinteth  ability , 
writes  the  lavv  to  the  eare,and  writes  it  alfo  in  the  heart. 

^.  None  io  renvarded ,  no  man  ferves  Chri{}  too  much  or  for  Scc  r«w;r4ci 
nought :  Though  all  our  work  be  but  duty,yet  he  paycs  us  rich 
wages ,  we  owe  unto  Chrill  all  our  ftrength  aad  the  ufe  of  all 
Our  graces  ,  neither  doe  we  bring  in  fo  ^mueh  of  thefe  in  full 
fervice  as  we  fhould,  yet  our  good  Lord  and  Maimer  will  give  us 
(if  wc  be  faithfull  fervants  j  at  night  onr  -penny  ,  and  at  the  laffc 
ou:crownc. 

6.  Laf^ly  be  thankfull ,  for  If  dtmlmon  he  offj  then  damf?mon  .  - .     ; 
h  off^ :  There  Is  no  condemnation  (faith  Paul)  to  the?n  that  are  in  fi„  be^ff  dam! 
QhrlflJefHs^vehoivalk.nst  after  the  fiefhht  after  the  ffirltyRomx  nation^iiof.'"' 
8.1.    A  man  is  not  damned  ('mcerly)becaufe  he  hath  (in  (for 
then  no  man  could  be  faved  ,  for  who  is  the  man  that  (inneth 
not)butbecaufe  finishisLord,  and  he  is  the  fervant  of  fin; 
Not  fo  much  becaufe  he  is  bad,  but  becaufe  he  will  be  bad ,  not 
only  for  the  a6l,but  for  the  lovc;Tis  confeiTed ,  that  guilt  is  as 
naturall  to  (in, as  the  (liaddow  is  to  the  body,  no  m^n  can  (in  at 
any  time  ,  in  any  thing ,  and  yet  be  Innocent ;  But  merito- 
rious guilt,  is  one  thing,  and  redounding  gm|^  i^  another 

Y^  thing 
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ching:  If  the  dominion  of  fin  be  broken  off  (that  a  man  loves 
not  Cm  y  but  hates  it ,  ycelds  not  up  hii iiclfe  unco  it,  but  re- 
fids  it,  is  not  in  league,  but  in  conflict  vvirh  it  y  then  the  cftate 
of  guilt  is  taken  off ,  fo  that  it  Ihall  not  effN:<^^aaIly  redound  to 
the  condemnation  of  the  perfon,  whtie  God  doch  power- 
fully fubdue  .the  finfull  nature  ,  there  he  will  mercifully 
parion  and  difcharge  the  unwillingly  finning  and  offend- 
ing perfon :  if  iin  be  not  thy  Lord  ,  then  Hell  (hall  not 
be  thy  portion:  He  who  is  become  an  enemy  to  his  fins  ;  grace 
rules  in  his  heart  now,  and  glory  fliall  crovvne  his  ibule  hereaf- 
ter. 

Oi?j,  But  will  fomc  troubled  (  and  therefore  unably  difcern- 
Doubts  of  ing  foule  reply  )  we  doubt  it  not  ^  But  that  it  is  a  moi\  lingular 
troubled  foules  j^^j.^y^  A  rich  grace,  worth^r  of  greateft  acceptance  and  hear- 
arc'^ftifruiiLr  ^^^^^  thankes  ,  where  the  dominion  of  fin  is  broken  off;  but  alas, 
the  D^iflUiion  we  feare  it  is  not  fo  with  us ,  heavy  caufe  have  we  to  fufped 
cffip.  that  we  are  captives  yet  under  fins  dominion,  (0  that  though 

others  who  can  happily  obferve  the  yoke  broken  off,and  there- 
fore can  be  chearfully  thankfull,  we  finde  it  yet  ftrong  ,  O  very 
ftrong)  and  therefore  more  realbn  have  weofgriefe  andfor- 

^^/^  Beloved,  it  is  granted  ,  that  if  a  man  findes  himfelfe  indeed 
under  the  dominion  of  any  fin ,  affuredly  he  hath  peculiar 
Aafw^«d.  ^,^^fg  Qf  great  humblings  ,  fpeedieft  reformings ,  vehement 
beggings  at  the  throne  of  grace  for  mercy  and  for  the 
mighty  power  of  Jefus  Chrift  to  relcafe  and  deliver  his  foule  : 
But  then  let  us  carefully  obferve ,  whither  this  of  which  a  man 
compiaines,  be  fin  in  dominion  or  not,  perhaps  k  may  be  fom- 
thing  elfe ,  and  then  the  foule  muft  be  advifed  and  direfted  in  a 
more  efpeciall  way. 

Why  I  finde  fuch  firo^g  and  mamfoU  inclinations  of  fm  -with- 
Doubts  for  the  {^  ^^  .  daring  forth  into  fo  many  vile  imaginations ,  and 
ftrong  inclina-  ^Qj-y^g  down  to  draw  my  affe^ions ,  woe's  me?what  is  the 
tionio  fin.  dominion  of  fin  but  this?  and  who  but  a  flave  of  finis  hurried 
with  fuch  motions  of  fin  ?  it  cannot  be ,  that  my  heart  fliould 
be  good  whileft  inclinations  are  foe  manifoldly  bad, 
,.  J.     ,>  To  this  ,*  let  me  fhape  a  few  anfwers. 

How  ft!n4$        3L'  Eirft  I  demand  hQi?9  thah^nftmds  afi^ed  umrd  theff 
ibyhcait    ■  ^  "  .  ^  mmlfm. 


\ 
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M^mfold  inclinations  \   docft  thou  approve    them  ordif-ailow  j^g^^e^totlnf^ 

them  :  doeft  thou  love  ihem ,  or  doe(i  thou  hate  them  :  verily  incUnationi. 

(Taith  the  Toule  )  1  diflike  them  ,  and  hate  them,  they  are  the 

burden  oi  my  loule  :  And  why  fo ,  why?  becaufe  God  is  difho- 

noured  by  them  ,  and  they  are  contrary  to«his  holy  will ,  and 

they  are  evill  and  filchy;  O  I  had   rather  be  in    any  miferable 

eftate,  then  m  this  dnfull  and  vile  cftate. 

Now  then  obierve :  iin  hath  not  dominion  in  thee,  for 
where  fin  hath  dominion  ,  fin  is  not  formally  and  purely 

hated. 
The  dominion  of  fin  doth  not  confiRin  the  multiplicity  of  ^^^^, 

motions;  a  man  may  have  many  enemies  to  affault  him,and  yet 

love  and  ferve  none  :  fo  a  man  may  have  many  fins  inclining 

and  tempting ,  and  yet  be  a  fervant  to  none  of  them:  for  it  is 

not  the  temptation  offinw|(fc  infallibly  argues  dominion  , 

but  the  willing  refi^nation  of  the  heart ,  the  fubje^lion  of  the 

heart  to  thofe  motions  and  temptations  of  fin ,  this  neccffari- 

ly  is  required  to  make  dominion  :  but  now  thy  heart  doth  noc 

fo  ,  it  doth  not  refign  up  it  felfe,  it  ycelds  not  fubjedlion  , 

for  afmuch  as  it  doth  hate ,  and  refift ,  and  bewaile  fin  even  in 

temptation  ? 

Of  all  the  fignes  of  a  good  heart  (of  a  heart  that  is  deliver- 
ed from  fins  dominion  J  this  is  one  of  the  beft  and  fureft.  vl^.  ^ 
That  it  hates ,  and  refifts  and  bewailes  fin  when  it  is  only  in 
tcntptation:  when  a  man  hath  committed  a  fin^then  the  confci- 
ence  (  bein^madc  guilty )  may  alone  breake  and  affli6l ,  and 
this  may  beSfceven  a  wicked  man,there  is  now  fome  other  thing 
befides  fin  in  the  fikhincfle  of  it  to  worke  trouble  and  griefe , 
viz..  The  guilt  and  accufation  of  it ,  but  when  fin  is  refifted  and 
bcwaik  d  in  the  temptation  before  it  hath  got  out  into  acftuall 
commifiion  V  iiow  the  peculiar  rcafon  of  trouble  is  thefor- 
mallvileneffe  of  finbecaufe  it  is  fobafe  ,  and  fo  oppofite  to 
God. 

Secondly  ,  I  demand ,  ,  what  dacfl  thoHagainFt  thefejijifnl  what  dotft 
inciwaxionr-  every  man  hath  fopc  weapons  or  other,  andin  thouagainft 
cafe  of  anguifh  he  is  apt  to  draw  them,  what  weapons  haft  thou  f^«fc  Gnfulin^ 
in  thy  hand  ;  and  to  '^  hat  end  docft  thou  mannage  them :  Do  ^^i^^i^nt 
not  many  and  flrong  temptations  of  fi.n,  occafiga  many  and 


•    "■^r- 
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ftrong  fupplications ,  ^^^  niore  that  nn  inclines,  the  more  doth 
thy  heart  incline  ro  God  by  prayer/or  more  grace  to  re  lift ,  for 
more  llrcngth  re  fubdue  :  doeft  thou  not  by  reading ,  and  hear- 
ing, and'  inquiry ,  labour  to  iinde  out  the  manifold  helpes 
andvi6lories  of  a  tempted  and  an  affauked  foule  ?  doeft 
thoii  not  keep  thi  precepts  of  God  in  thy  heart,  and  the  threat- 
•nings  of  God  in  thy  heart ,  that  thou  mayeft  feare  to  offend 
'  him  ;  and  the  promiies  of  God ,  which  yet  hearten  thee  to 
vvithftand  ?  What  doth  all  this  deiionftrate ,  but  that  fin  is  not 
in  dominion,  it  is,I  confefle;  thy  troublefome  enemy,  but  ic  is 
not  thy  ruling  Lord  :  it  is  that  which  doth  moleftthee,  it  is 
not  that  which  doth  reign  in  thee  ;  it  is  that  which  would  have 
dominion,  but  it  is  not  that  which  hath  dominion  :  it  is  that 
which  doth  aflault  thy  affcftionJput  is  not  that  which  hath  got 


^^u 


-  thine  heart ;  thou  art  but  in  a  erSfcr  war :  Neverthekffe  thou 


OhjeB. 
"Doubts  bc- 
■aufe  of  lome 


Anfyvcrcd. 


art  not  fo  much  as  in  captivity  ,  though  in  a  ftrong  confliil. 
Yea  ,but  yet  I  feel  one  thing  perhaps  worfe  then  all  this5(in 
workes(in  me)  after  a  more  peculiar  manner ^their  is  a  particu- 
Speciall  finfull  ^a^  finfuU  inclination  in  me,and  fo  hath  it  been  all  my  dayes  ;if  I 
ijiclinadon.      were  to  give  you  the  fum  of  my  life,  I  could  lay  out  that  parti- 
cular  inclination  above  all  the  reft  ;  like  a  threed  which  goes 
throKgh  the  whole  piece  ,  fuch  a  iin, which  I  have  feen  long 
fince  &  felt  it5and(I  thought)bevvaiIed  it,  and  refiftedit  a  long 
timc,andyet  here  it  lives  Hill,  wo  kss  ftill ;  can  it  be  thac^fin 
fhould  not  have  dominion  ,  where  fome  one  fpeciail  corrupti- 
on yet  lives? 
I  muft  be  warily  tender  to  Refolve  this  fcruple  ,  mrafmuch  t5> 

1,  Particular  fubje6lion  is   enough  to  fet  up  dominion. 

2.  Hypocrites  are  under  the  rei'.ne  of  fpeciail  luft  and  par- 
ticular fins ,  both  which  I  touched  heretofore:  But  to  the  fcruple 

Conv€t^oi^      take  me  thus.  4.  Things.  .     ,     . 

doih  not  toi*^W  I ,  That  whe?f  God  doth  convert  the  foul^no  one  finfull  If^clwatldn 
wmove  any  ;^  totally  removed ,  though  every  one  be  in  fome  meafure  chan- 
cHnadorN  '"^  ged  :  The  corrupt  nature,  doth  yet  remaine ,  and  all  its  princi- 
ples, or  particular  inclinatiocs  to  particular  fins ;  for  grace 
<:nm.-  ««.v  doth  not  change  us  by  a  prefcnt  Annihilation  of  fin,  but 
in  a  mm  when  by  a  powerful!  alienation  of  our  hearts  trom  it. 
telcue^  out  of  Secondly jHOte,  thut  fm  mf^j  works  (  ^vcj^  h  ^  man  refcud  out  of 
'  "  '     -  its 
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Its  dominion    (  is  a   more  fingnUr  or  pkrtisHlar  yvay  ;    my  the  <^o/nJnion 
meaning  is  chis ,  that  there  may  be  in  him  yet  a  more  particu-  ^^j.^"  ^^^  °^°^* 
lar  cwange,and  more  apt  mclination  ,  andpropcnfion  to  fome  J^*J" 
one  fin  rather  then  to  another:  Sin  (yet  abiding)  may  take 
the  advantage  of  the  fame  complexion  ffiU  remaining ,   and 
of  thefame  condition  and  calling  yet  continuing  ,  and  without 
all  doubt ,  moit  men  living ,  whether  good ,  or  whether  bad  , 
do  finde  more  to  do  with  fome  one  finful  inclination,then  with 
ajiother. 

Thirdly,  coniider :  ufnallyy  that p/ir:icu/ar  i'/iclimtlorj^pohich  ,  . , 

yffAS  in  dominion  bsforeconverfion  ,  is  mofi  frequent  in  inclinati-  ^     ind*^^"f  "n 
en  after  oHr  calling,  ,    ,  which  was  in 

And  I  will  give  you  fome  probable  Reafons  thereof.  dominion  be- 

One>  becauie  that  wa6  the  faring  ofthefmie  of  our    cnflome  :  fore  ,  Isufual* 
which  fent  out  and  fed  the  ill'ue,  by  which  the  foule  was  fo  ^Y  "^°^*.  ^^5" ,.  • 
beaten  in  the  path  and  way  of  finning,  fo  that  the  old  ^n<^  narbnTftcc 
accuftomed  nature  cannot  eafily  or  prefently  forget  its  anci- ^g^iing^ 
ent  and  wonced  bents  :  a  cuftome  will  hardly  or  never  go  Reafons  of  lr» 
dflf ,  without   fome   after  inclinations  or  difpolitions  than 
way. 

Another,  becaufe  the  new  rejifi-^nces  of  a  converted  heart , 
and  its  cares  and  stpirdies  are  mo  ft  again fi  the  particular  jinne  ef 
its  fpecial  inclinations :  there  it  deals  moft ,  oppofeth  moft, 
humbles  moR:  Now  fm  doth  ufually  iUckle  and   ftirre  moft  ,  • 

where  it  is  moft  purfued  :  that  particular  fjn,whofe  death  thou       ^  ' 

layeft  atmoft,  that  will  (hive  to  affaile  and  perplex,  and  in- 
tangle  thee  mort  :  the  more  humble  thou  laboured  to  be,  the 
more  flialt  thou  finde  prbud  thoughts  to  affault,  though  not  to 
conquer  thee  ;  and  the  more  meek  thou  labours  to  be  ,  the 
more  ado  fhalt  thou  hive  with  thy  palTions :  for  as  much  as 
no  fm  wil-  be  executed  quietly,  and  every  nature  ftirs  bufily  in 
its  own  defence  :  we  are  weakeR  there,  and  God  drawes  our 
greateft  watch  and  ilrength  thither :  a  man  fooner  falls  under 
leffer  confli6ls:when  a  fmne  hath  been  beaten  upon  by  much 
temptation  andconfli6l ,  the  heart  grows  hereby  more  ready^ 
reloliite:  and  you  fhall  finde  it,  that  after  frequent  and  long 
exercife  with  a  particular  corruption,  that  it  fhall  not  eafily  gee 
within  the  foul,  but  upon  a  pmfeand  Cvffation, 

Foujrth- 
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Fou  rthly,  obferve,  that  there  is  a  difference  twlxt  the  life  sf 
There  is  a  dif-  ntotion^  and  the  life  ofajfeBm:  ks  true,  thy  fpccial  inclination 
fcfencebctvfitc  |j[^^g  [^  j-j^g.  {^[[[  by  way  of  motion  ,  but  doth  it  live  in  thee 
*i^!f^,°  Ifr^"'r  ftill  by  way  of  affe6lion  ?  it  did  incline  heretofore ,  and  thou 
affcdion.        lovedlt  it,  it  inclines  now  and  thou  hates  it:  the  inclination 
is  the  fame  for  the  matter ,  but  thy  heart  is  not  the  fame  for 
the  difpohtion  toward  it  >  when  the  iron  is  hot ,  you  may  bring 
a  figure,  and  put  it  on,  and  the  iron  will  take  theftampand 
imprelfion  :  bring  the  fame  figure  and  feal  to  it ,   when  it  is 
cold,  now  it  will  not  receive  it;  the  feale,  and  the  figure  of  the 
feal  is  the  fame,  but  the  temper  and  the  diipofition  of  the  iron, 
as  hot,  and  as  cold  is  not  the  fame.  Sal^t  Ambrofe  relates  of 
the  young  traveller ,  who  went  out  an  uncleane  perfon,  but  re- 
turned a  chart  perfon,  and  his  old  quean  met  with  him  after  his 
return,  and  began  her  wanton  falutes  unto  him ,  from  vvhom, 
and  which  he  angerly  turned  afide  and  negledls  her,  why,  faid 
flie,  Ego  fptm  ego  ,  yea,  but,  faith  he.  Ego  mn  fum  ego ,  I  am 
not ;  fo  is  it  here  in  this  cafe  ,   the  inclination  is  the  fame  to 
the  fame  fin  i  yea,  but  the  affeftion  is  not  now  to  that  incli- 
nation as  it  hath  been.  But  where  fin  hath  dominion jafFe6lions 
do  concur  with  the  fpecial  inclination. 

Take  all  that  I  jQiall  fay  to  this  in  a  few  words.  ^ 
I .  It  is  certain  ,  th.^t  In  ah  evil  mAn  there  is  a  frequency  in  a 
^^^^^'^^  ^^'^^'  partlcHl<^r  Inclination^  ^nd  fo  there  w^y  i?e  in  a  food  man^hwt 

nations  in  an''  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^-^"  '  ^^^  frequent  inclination  ,  is  the  frequent 
evill  and  a  progrefs  of  a  King:  In  a  good  man,  it  is  the  fervent  egrefle  or 
good  man,       attempt  of  an  enemy. 

In  an  evil  man,  the  frequency  of  inclination  is  to  maintain 
Though ihe A- poffefTion ;  In  a  good  man,  it  is  but  a  malicious  endea- 
flault  be  frc-  y^^^  ^y  f^j-^e  ( ii  it  were  poffible )  to  re^aine  an  en- 
quenrvecthc     trance. 

conftant.  2.  This  is  fome  comfort,  that  though  the  a  fault  h  frequent  , 

Not  the  frc-  yet^  the  reftfiance  is  confiant ,  and  that  concludes  againfl  finnes 

cpency  oi  in-  dominion. 

^fc"*^^^'^  5.  Not  iht  frequency  of  inclination  y  hpittheardeyicyoffub' 

offubicSn  j^^l<>'^^'^iden^ethjtnms  dominion:  not  who   quarrels  with  me 

flicwcs  domini-  niolf^but  who  e&6tually  commands  me,  he  is  my.Lo:d  :  not 
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he  who  makes  the  naoft  motions,  but  on  whom  the  woman 
carts  her  heart^that  is  the  husband :  'tis  my  love  and  fervice  i 
which  infallibly  -concludes  dominion.  .  . 

O^/.  3 .  But  yet  the  foul  fticks,  lam  fold  under  fmne^  and  Doubt  froth 
taken  c.rptke:f\nnQ  hath  inclined  and  prevailed  ,  what  furer  the  prevailing 
argument  ofdominion  then  victory.  of/Tnnc. 

There  are   three    thing's    which   I  would   fay  to  this  &  r      * 
fcruple. 

I.  One  is  this, that  it  is  a  very  fad  fcruple,  any  particular 
vi6lory  of  any  great  fin  (for  to  that  I  intend  the  cafe)  makes 
a  wonderful  change. 

2.  Another  is  this,  comfort  cannot  be  applied ,  nei- 
ther will  the  confcience  receive  it  till  repentance  be  re- 
newed. 

3.  Yet  there  is  a  difference  twixt  a  particular  victory,  and 

the  dominion  of  fin  ;  there  may  be  a  furpiifal  >  where  yet  ,a 

Kingdom  is  not  eftabiiilied. 

I.  For  the  firft  of  thefc,*?//  particHUr  vlEiories  are  fad  thlnasi  n.   •    i 
T   J  r      1     r    --L     •      •      ^r  ^n    c  •  J    '^     Particular ?i- 

I  do  no  not  no  .vfpeak  of  victories  in  reipeit  of  inward  mo- <c^ories  arc  fad 
lion,  orofpaflion  or  dilkmper  through  dulnefs  and  melan-  things 

choly,  but  of  vi6lo'ry  in  refpe<:^  of  adion  ,  and  that    not  by 

meeromilfion^not^by  imperfedion  in  beft  fervices,  but  by 

grofle  commifTions,  fuoj^fe  it  Davids  cafe ,  or  Noahs  cafe  ,* 

the  one  for  uncleannef^he  other  for  drunkcnneffe :  Thefe 

aded  wickedneffes  are  fore   evils  ,    very  abominable  to  the 

Lord,  very  inglorious  to  religion ,  very  wounding  to  confci- 

ence,extreamiy  quenching  of  the  ipirit  of  grace. 

For  as  much  as  the  more  groffe  any  fin  is,  the  worfe  is  it  in 
the  commiflfion  ;  every  adding  of  fin  receiving  fome  intenti- 
on and  aggravation,  from  the  immediate  kinde  and  quality  of 
the  fin. 

Again,  the  better  the  man  is,  the  worfe  is  a  lewd  kinde  of 
finning  in  him,  the  quality  of  the  perfon  ever  contributing 
more  cxceedingnefle  to  the  fin,  for  he  fins  againft  more  light, 
againft  more  mercy  ,  againfl  more  help  and  ftrcngth,  againfl 
moreadive  corrections  of  confcience,  with  more  advantage 
•to  the  corruption  of  other  men, .  with  more  advantage  to  the 

'  X  beau- 
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beauty  and  credit  of  holinefle  :  yea^befides  thefe  formal  vile- 
nelTes ;  O  what  Grange  effc6ls  break  in  upon  the  foul ,  vvhac 
horror,  what  fear,  what  mif-givings  ,  what  defpair  oft-times, 
with  the  fruits  thereof. 

Comforc  will-       2.  Comfort  will  never  be  ap^lj/ed  to  a  f  erf  on  In  thU  condition 

'^o^^^^^PP^^'c'^  untlll  rspntance  be  renewed : 

Lll  repem'lmce      Beloved,  there  is  a  difference  of  perfons,  and  a  difference 

be  remjcd.       ^^  actions,  and  a  difference  of  times,  and  a  difference  of 
applications. 

Do  I  finde  an  evil  man  brought  to  the  fight  of  his  finnes, 
to  faddeft  huriibling^  for  them,  tofincere  defire  to  come  off 
from  them  ,  to  pantings  after  grace ,  and  mercy,  I  now  come 
in  vvith  the  blood  of  Chrif^ ,  with  the  tender  and  gracious  pro- 
mifes  rcfrefhingfuch  afoul  with  affurance  of  freefi  and  ful- 
left  mercy  :  Do  I  iinde  a  good  man,  weak  in  duty ,  flrong  in 
affe6lion,  hearty  againft  all  fin,  yet  troubled  with  the  infoknc 
motions  of  many  corruptions  ?  would  not  do  evil ,  and  yec  is 
not  rid  of  it;  would  do  good,  but  rhen  findes  evil  is  prefenc 
with  him  ;  I  labour  to  raife  and  hold  up  fuch  an  heart  to  look 
on  God  through  Chriit  for  acceptance,  to  !ay  hold  on  Chrii^, 
for  flrength,  for  life,  for  power,  for  vi^lory. 

Do  I  finde  a  good  man  wcakning  himfelfc,  bowing  under 
theaclual  power  offome  viler  lu{^^  be  oved,comfoftis'not 
his  medicine,  but  repentance ;  colRrt  is  not  his  firfl  help, 
butgodly  forrow  ;  forrowis  the  work  which  belongs  to  a  fin- 
ncr,  and  comforc  that  which  belongs -to  a  penitent  finner  : 
until  that  thou  doeft  throughly  humble  thy  foul,  till  thou  doeft 
bevvaile  mightily  thy  wickedneffe,  till  thy  heart  be  turned  in- 
to extreame  loathing  of  thy  fin,  and  thy  felf  for  fo  finning; 
thou  ftialc  not  ^tx.  a  £ood  look  from  God ,  a  good  word  from 


O^*-    *'&"'^,      •^"""  ^^"*      — -^^»7      «   J,^ 


'     Confcience,  any  favourable  encouragement  from  the   Ordi- 
nance.   Yea,  well  it  is,  if  after  many  years,  that  ever   chois 
feeft  God  in  that  way  of  gracioufneffe ,  and  free  communion, 
,       as  thou  didft  formerly  find  him ;  however,  be  fure  of  it ,  that 
difftfcn^^eiwixt^^^^^^    repentance  thou  fhalc  not  at  all  meet  with  any  folid 
particular  vi-     con^fort. 

dories  and  do-       3.  Nevertheleffe  there  may  he  fome  differences  tvotxt  farttcU" 
minion,  Ur  vil^orUs^ ^ndtmxt dominion',  though  dominion  be  a  vi- 

ctory 
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•  r        '  •  '     *  '  '  '  " 

£lory5yeteveryvi6lory  concludes    not  dominion  ,  they  may 

be  thus  dilUnguifhed  in  rcfpedot  their  fubjeils  ,  viz,.  Good 

men,  in  whom  fm  hathfometimes  a  victory  ;  and  evil  men5in 

whom  fin  hath  at  all  times  a  dominion.  ^  pi^^  difFcrenr;  -- 

Five  differences  twixt  dominion  and  vi6^ory.  ces  bccwixc 

pirrt  5  tfirticnL^r  vltlory    depends  upon    ujequallty    of  ^(^^-.Iticm, 

all  ftremth -i  hut  domlmo?7  depends  hwh  the  f nine  fs  of  a  <7orn/p^  P*"**^"^^'^  ^}* 

■^       ^  '  f  ->        ■"     J  [    aory  depends 

mature,  ^^  inequality 

There  is  in  all  holy  men  an  hahltml  flre\s^th ,  which  is  feat-  ^^  ^^^i 
ed  in  the  new  nature  of  grace  or  holmefTe,  by  which  they  are  ftrengtb,  but 
inclined-  to  all  good,  and  their  hearts  made  averfe  to  all  evil,  dominion  de- 
ic  is  the  natural  temper  of  true  grace  thus  to  work  :  And  then  pends  upon  th€ 
there  is  an  a^mlfirength^hy  which,when  any  particular  good  ^s  [^'"^^^^^^'^^^^^^^ 
propofed ,  they  incline  unto  the  obedience  of  it ;  and  when* 
any  particular  evil  is  obje6led,  they  ftrive  againrt  it  and  refift. 
Novv  it  may  fallout,  that  when  a  temptation   prcfents  it 
felf  and  inward  corruption  works  with    that  Jlmptation  ;   I 
fay  it  may  fo  fall  out,that  the  ftrength  of  grace  may  be  infuffici- 
cntjit  m.ay  not  aftually  equal  or  exceed  that  vehement  &  adual 
ftrength  of  inclination  and  temptation,though  it  doth  refift  (as 
a  weak  man  may  a  ftrong  enemy)yet  it  may  not  be  able  to  con- 
quer, but  is  furprifed  and  led  captive  :  and  here  the  fall  de- 
pends, not  on  the  difpofition  of  the  will  or  heart,buc  upon  the 
impotency  of  refiftance ;  the  petfon  doth  not  fall  down,  but 
is  beaten  down  ;  the  finne  is  a6led  ,  not  through  choice  ,  but 
through  wcaknefs;  not  becaufe  the  perfon  loves  it ,  but  be- 
caufe  he  is  not  able  to  conquer  the  temptation  :  But  where 
finne  hath  dominion,  there  the  finning  comes  from  the  heart, 
as  a  ftreame  from  the  fountainc  :  it  is  natural  and  not  vio- 
lent :  It  is  a£led  ,  not  becaufe  a  man  is  not  able  to  make  fuf- 
ficient  refiftanceibut  becaufe  the  heart  is  wholly  fet  that  way 
with  fulled  complacence.  ^ 

Secondly,  particular  vlUory  is  afndden  a^j  hut  dominion  is  Particular  vl- 
Hmore  fobervpork,.  In  the  onethefoulis  furprifed, it  is  hur- ^^''^  ^'* «  ^"<1- 
ried ,  it  is  precipitated  ,  it  is  in  a  flame  on  a  moment ,  a  man  ^^/J^f^^j^^t^lo- 
hath  not  fpacc  to  weigh,  to  judge,to  confider  ;  but  finne  hath  morrrober ' 
with  marvellous  quickneffc  feized  on  the   underflanding ,  work, 
wrought  upon  the  memory,  (truck  into  the  aflfeftions  >  and  is 

X  2  dri- 
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driven  on  in  a  rafti  and  paffionate  way:  In  the  other  the  work  is 
more  fober ,  not  only'  a£^ively  devifed ,  but  affe6lionately 
adhered  unto:  a  natural  ftrength  of  corrupt  and  living  af- 
fe6lion  makes  theoije  ;  and  in-advertcncy  and  rafnnelTe  may 
be  fufficient  to  caufe  the  other  that  arifeth  for  want  of  watch- 
ilfulnefle  (as  a  Camp  may  be  fo  furprifed  by  an  enemy)  this  a- 
rifcth  out  of  a  fworn  obedience,  as  the  fouldier  follows  his 

Captaine. 

Thirdly ,  where  the  Jinnlng  ovpes  It  felf  ^  mt  to  Dommofj , 

bnttotanicHlar  vlUory.,  or  tyranny  ^  there  the  f erf on^w hen  he 

comes  tohimfelff  feeles  the  yoks^and  would  jhaks  it  of:     It 

is  true,  that  while  the  heat  oEcorruption  remains,  and   the 

force  of  temptation  ,  yet  difables  the  heart  to  recoiled  it  felf, 

it  is  moft  difficult  for  any  perfon  to  diftinguiili  ^  neither  is  he 

then  come  to  fcruple  and  queflion  :  But  when  things  grow 

clearer  in  the  judgement ,  and  more  calme  in  the  affections, 

when  the  hurfjf  and  tempcft  is  off-,  that  a  man  beholds  his 

own  face,  and  wayes,  and  actions  in  a  right  glaffc  again.  Now 

it  will  quickly  appeare,  whether  it  be  tyranny  or  Dominion. 

If  It  be  but  a  tyrannical  victory  ,  Ah  !  how  the  foul  loathes 

it  felf;  how  it  abominates  the  (Inner,  like  a  man  captivatcdj^ 

and  rowing  as  a  forced  (lave ,  in  the  Gaily  ,  he  would  cue  the 

throat  of  the  Matter;  or   like  a  man  in  Prifon,  he  would 

make  his  efcape  with  the  death  of  him,  who  was  too  ftrong  to 

keep  him.    But  if  it  be  Dominon^  then  a  man   will  not  only 

ferve  his  Mafter ,  but  plead  for  him  ,  he  defires  not  to   ef- 

eape  ,  he    loves  his  Mafter,  and  would  dwell  with  him  for 

ever. 

4.  Therefore  in  the  fourth  place,  if  it  be  but  vl^lory^  the 
.  perfon  is  not  only  troubled  at  his  fall ,  not  only  loathing 
"  of  the  actions ,  but  he  is  actively  working ,  he  is  nfmg  his  vi- 
ctorious -^eafcns  ,  to  raife  wphiyyfelfe^  to  free  hir/^fe/f  again ;  he 
is  orieved  at  the  bondage,  defires  liberty,  and  will  fight  hard 
font :.  O  the  humbUngs,  and  prayings,  and  workings,  and  ap- 
plications of  the  foul  to  the  fvvord  of  the  fpirit,  the  de- 
clination of  the  helps  of  finne,  the  contentions  with  the  mo- 
tions of  luft,  the  watchings,  the  meditations,  &c.  which  fuch 
an  heart  will  ufe  :  But  where  it  is  dominion  ,  the  finne  is 

com- 


f  f  U  be  but  a 

vi<ftory,  the 
petfon  is  work 
ing  to  recover 
bimfeir. 


T/;e  Jnatomy  of  fin  in  Dominion.  157 


coTiinitted  with  joy,  and  the  finner  would  continue  with  ic  in 
peace. 

Iti5  granted  that  there  may  be  (fometimes )  fome  diftem- 
per  in  fuch  a  heart ,  both  before  the  finning,  and  after  the  fin- 
ning, but  that  before  the  finning  is  raifed  only  upon  carnal 
grounds,  becaufe  of  fubfequent  fhame,  lofle,  prejudice ,  and 
that  afcer  the  fiftning  is  only  judicial,  juft  throwes  of  an  ac- 
cusing confcience,of  which  when  the  vile  flave  of  fin  hath  got 
free,  when  the  cry  of  the  world  is  off,and  when  the  cry  of  his 
confcienceis  down  ,  he  prepares  his  heart  again  forthe  finne, 
is  fad  and  heavy ,  untill  he  returnes  to  his  vomit  and  mire  : 
the  work  goes  on  againe  as  freely  and  as  heartily  as  e- 
ver. 

Laftly,*if  it  hehtifpanlctiUr  viElory  the  foul  rvlll  rife  agaln^  In  particular 
<«W  it  ippill  yjot  rife  without  revenge-,  Though  the  enemy  hath  ^^^^^V^'^'^o"^ 
got  the  battel,yet  he  fhal  loofe  the  battel:befo:-e  the  vanquiili-  JJ'^^j  "oc  wl^h" 
•  cd  foul  hath  done,  it  will  not  only  rife,  but  fight,a  naked  com-  out  re?ergc.' 
bate  (hall  not  fuftice  ,  but  aflault  and  purfuit ;  it  will  work 
with  the  art  of  holy   ftrength  to  the  more  deadly  offence  of 
that  particular  corruption.  ' 

O^/. 3. Yet  there  is  a  more  difficult  cafe,  then  any  whichDo^tt  from 
hath  been  already  propofed  ,  and  that  u  renewed  aBwgs  of  the  the  renucd  ad- 
fame  finne :  the  perfon  falls  into  the  fame  finne  again  and  a-  ingsof  finne, 
gaine,  and  this  repetition  of  finful  adding,  feems  to  be  finne  in 
cuftome,  and  finne  in  cuftome  is  finne  in  dominion  ;  thus  is 
it  wich  me,  or  hath  it  been  with  me  fdoth  fome  troubled  foul) 
reply  ,  ana  therefore  my  cafe  is  miferable.  ' 

Sol.    To  which  cafe  divers  things  muft  be  faid.  Anfwcred. 

I.  %efetition  or    renewing  of  the ^  [ame  finful  aBlngs  ^   is  Repetition  of 
(with-^ijt  all  doubt)  a  very  fcarfnl  ani  ahominahle  things :  what  finisreryfcar- 
is  it  elle  but  a  further  and  ftronger  wedging  in  of  che'corrup-  ^^^* 
tion :  frequent  a6lin  ;s  of  fin  do  ever  ftrcngthen  the  finful  na- 
ture: Every  foul  bein '  made  more  apt  to  fin  by  more  finnin<^s; 
what  is  it  elfe  but  a  broiding  and  widening  of  finne/'  the    fin     ~ 
growes  bigger  in  the  bulk ,  and  higher  in  the  gui^t,  by   a  con- 
tinued,  then  by  a  finale  commmiiTion. 

Now  a  man  fins  againft  thnt  which  his  own  confcience  hath 
condemned,  as  well  as  the  pure  word  of  God;  Now  a  man, 

ad-        . 
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adventures  into  troubles  againil  all  his  forme:  trouble,  he  hath 
fekthe  finne  to  be  bitter,  and  knows  that  k  inurt  coi\   him 
either  Hell  (  into  which  God  may  prefenily    caft  him;^   or 
great  for  row  and  repentance/ which  God  may  now  judicially 
deny  him  J     Now  a  man  linnes  againil  all  theworkmgsof 
grace  ,  fo  chat  God  may  bring  forth  all  the  former  adis  of  the 
foulejand  fee  them  againft  the  thus  finning  perfon  :  Look  thou, 
here  are  the  wounds  which  thoudidli:  fiaake  heretofore  j  and 
yec    rhou  ilrikes  into  the  fam.e  again.    Here   are  the  teares 
which  thoudidft  fhed  for  this  finning  heretofore ;  and  yet 
thou  wilt  provoke  me  againe  ;  here  are    the    (i.^hs  whi.h  thy 
heart  did  break  out ,  here  are  the  fears  which  did  diftrefTe  and 
perplex  thy  foul,  here  are  the  prayers  v\hich  thcr.j  didft  make 
for  my  tender  mercies,  here  are  the  Covenants  wherewith 
thou  didflbinde  thy  foul,  here  arc  the  Chapters  which  thou 
^    didfi  read, to fupport  thee,  here   is    the  place  where  thou 
didft  power  f  orththy  anguifhed  heart  in  faftin.  and  crying, here 
is  that  goodnefle  ,  and  gracious  love  of   mine ,   whereby  I' 
did  accept  of  thee,  upon  thy  bumbling  teares,  into  favour  a- 
gaine ;  here  is  that  peace  ,  which  I  did  thereupon  create  , 
and  command  into  thy  confcience  ,  hereisthat  word  which 
thou  didefl:  fay  ,  fhould  guide  and  rule  thee  for  the  time  to 
-  come;  here  is  that  fpirit  which  Ifenttoraiie  thee  againe. 
And  yet  after  all  this  thou  art  at  the  fame  finne  againe,!  might 
ha-,  e  caft  thee  off  at  the  firft,  I  might  have  fhut  up  my  mer- 
cies, denied  thee  recovery ,  avenged  my  felf  on  thee  for  thy 
foul  tranfgreflions,  yet  I  fpared  thee;  though  thou  didft  offend 
me ,  yet  I  recovered  thee;  though  thou  didft  provoke  me  ; 
'when  thou  didft  very  evil,  even  fo  that  thou  didft  admire  at 
the  wickedneffe  of  thy  felf;  yet  I  did  thee  good,  ftiewed  thee 
kindnefs, would  not  prefently  foifake  thee,   who    ^i6i\  fo 
foulely  foriake  me  ;  this  my  free  and  great  grace  ^id  then 
melt  thee,  did  then  move  thee  ,  did  then  excite  and  ftir  thee 
CO  ^reat  forrow,  to  much  care  and  lovej    And   now  after 
all,l:hou  haft  returned  not  in  inclination  ,  but  in  a6lion,  into, 
not  a  little  or  fmall  tranfgrefTion,  but  into  a  grofle  and  foule 
iniquity  ,  yea,  when  multitudes  of  wichdrawmg  arguments  did 
ftrive  againft  it^  when  the  conception  of  that  linne;being  with 
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fo  much  fecret  trouble  and  fcar5C0uId  not  but  prefagc  the  great 
dillionour  which  would  redound  unto  me ,  and  the  fearful 
cerrour  which  would  be fal  thee,  upon  the  active  commilTion 
thereof;  So  that,  beloved ,  without  all  fcruple,  a  doubling 
of  iinne  is  in  it  felf  a  more  formal  intention  thereof  in  its 
corrupt  nature,  and  a  more  fruitful  aggravation  of  it  in  guile 
and  miierable  conrequence,&c. 

Secondly,  cor\(\d^x^that  It  is  fucb  away  of  JtKmng  as   may  This  sv^y  o£ 
^juftly  [agger  the  heart  ahoHt  its  condition.  ^  finning  may 

Firil.in'regardofthe  eminent  propriety  which  it   hath  in  ^JJ^^^^j^^^^^^^^^j* 
pcrfons  who  do  thus  finne  generally  (though  not  abfolutely  and  condition, 
{imply)  three  forts  of  perfons  run  on  in  the  frequent  and  ma- 
nifold adtin^s  of  great  fin5,z//^.  Such  ^s  SLTQ /7ororiofiJl)fprofaney. 
fuch  as  are  clofdy  hypocritical  j  fuch  a<;  are  deffitefully  oppo^ 
fmff  the  fpirit  of  grace  ;    thefe  are  they  who  grow  from  evil 
to  vvorfe,  and  adde  (inne  to  finne,  and  make  and  fill  up  the 
meafures  of  their  particular  iniquities  which  muft  needs  ftaj.'ger 
any  foul,  though  perhaps  not  yet  runne  on  fo  far  as  they,it  yec 
repeating  fteps  in  the  fame  paths ,   which  the  vileft  of  Tinners 
have  trod  in  before  it. 

Secondly,  in  regard  of  that  dark  and  rare  exemplaricy  of  fuch 
kindes  of  finning,  by  any ,  in  Scripture  canonized  for  Saints  or 
godly  perfons :  it  iseafily  ?.dmitted,  that  you  may  efpy^upon 
fome  of  the  befl: ,  fomething  of  the  wont :  and  perhaps 
thickly  heaped  ,  upon  the  fame  fudden  paffion  and  temptati- 
on, but  youfhall  rarely  finde  anyone  of  them  often  at  the 
fame  foule    tranfgrefTion  ,    I   fay ,    you  fhail  rarely  findc 

it.  .      v^ 

And  believe  me 5 it  will  be  a  flaggering  cafe  to  any  finning 
heart,  where  its  wages  are  fuch ,  as  to  fee*  multitudes  of 
the  worfl,  and  fcarce  any  one  of  good  note  fo  pacing  and 
walking.  /^      .  .    „ 

Nay,  thirdly,  until!  the  foul  thus  finning  ^pth  beftow  inf5- ^f*^^^^^^^^^^ 
nite  labour ,  (Irong  care  ,   continued    humblings ,  inceffant  fucf,  ^  q^^ 
cries  to  raifcit  felf  again,  in  refpe6l  of  any  other  evidence,  v»ichout  much- 
h  fhall  hardly  or  never  diftinguifh  the  yet  fecret ly  remaining  ,  labour. 
the  miferably    defaced     frame   of    gcodnejfe  within    it,     A 

foul  in  this  temper  is  not  fo  much  to  difpuce  and  queftion,  as         ' 

to. 
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to  rife  and  work,  the  cafe  of  frequenting  or  renuing  the  fame 
finful  a6is,  will  never  be  anfwered  in  thy  confcience^but  by 
fuUeft  huiTiblings,  found  judgin;^?,  fpeedy  repenrin^s ,  careful 
watchin^s  ana  decJinings ,  wonderful  tlrengthning*;  of  the 
contrary  grace  and  ails,  diligent  feare ,  fervent  communion 
with  God,  and  more  upri;-hc  walking. 


doubling  or 


re- 


Yachis  though  ^^^  fourthly,  though  it  be  a  rare  cafe^  this  c 
it  be  ^  rare,  is  a  newing  of  feme  great  finful  a6l  (very  few  good  men  doit, 
poffible  cale.  and  that  too,  very  feldome,  perhaps  as  Joh  fpake,  fo  they 
may  doyoncc  have  I  ffoken^yej^t^twicey  bm  1  will poceedno 
fHrtter-iJob^o.';,  I  fay,  though  it  be  rare)  ^^et  it  is  apojjible 
cafe^thu  fin  may  have  more  thcn^one  particular vidliory  where 
yet  it  hath  not  dominion. 

I  fpeake  not  this  to  hearten  any  man  to  fin,  for  this  would 
argue  finne  indeed  to  have  dominion,  but  to  recover  a  man 
that  hath  finning,  whofe  foul  is  extLeamlybruifed  with  his  fe- 
cond  fall,  and  whofe  fecond  wound  bleeds  withfuch  fad  and. 
bitter  dejedion  of  fpirit  for  his  renued  folly,  that  this  is  an 
argument,  that  he  is  not  a  chearful  and  willing  fervant  to  iin, 
but  only  an  enemy  >not  able  enough  to  bear  off  a  fecond  fhock 
or  affault.  ^ 

Bttt  it  is  a  Objeci,   Yet   this    fatisfies  nor,  for  the  moft  (Ull  objects 

Cuftome.        tijis  jg  cufiome ,  and  cuilome  cannot  be    without  Domi- 
nion. 
Anfwered.  I  anfwer  three  things. 

If  it  were  a cu«     Fi.fJ,  fuppofe  the  worfi^  that  it  were  cuftome  and  dominion, 
^°P*' j^  ,^!  "°^  what  is  the  courfeto  betaken  ?    woHldejl  thonthink^it  heft  to 
beft  to  hold  en.  y_^^^^  ^;.?  wouldeft  thou  live  thus  ftill  ?  God  hath  pardoned 
and  he  hath  changed  many  a  foul  which  hath  been  cufioma- 
ry  in  finne  ,  ahd  in  whom  fin  hath  had  dominion  ,  nay,  not 
any  before  converfion,  but  fin  had  dominion  in  him  ,    and 
fome  finne  or  other  was  his  cuilomary  path.    Thy  fafefl  and 
vvifef^  courfe  were  not  thus  to  ftick  at  the  cuftome  and  domi- 
nion, but  to  come  unto  God,  and  to  b'efeech  him  to  fhew 
thee  mercy,  and  to  give  thee  grace  and  Chrift  to  fubdue  the 
A  cuftome  of  dominion,  and  to  break  the  cuftom. 
finning  is  a  Secondly,  I  think  that  a    cuftome   of  fivning  is  adireB 

^mptomeof    Jymptome  of  fmeifidomimoh,  Neman  can  trade  in  a  finne ^ 
finin dominion''^    ^  ^  -^  but 


t 

I 
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buc*youmayeafiIy  fay,  who  ishisMaftcr?  hii  fcrvants  yve  aro 
whom  we  obey, 

5.  But  then  I  would  have  you  to  remember,  that  as  all  con- 
tinuing inclinations  argue  not  dominion,  fo  fome  contlmed-Y^^coaitrt^ 
9r  repeated,  a[}s  offm^de  not  always  argue  cuftomethou^h  cuftome  pcatcd  aa$  of 
neccfrarily(includes  cither  in  good  or  badthin^s)a  repetition  of  findonotarg^ic 
aas ,  a  going  over  of  the  fame  part  or  Icffon  again  and  again,  *  <^**°»?! 
it  being  a  path  often  walked  over.  Yet  every  gemination  of 
a(5ls  is  not  pr^fently  a  cuftome,  I  think  we  may  thus  diftin- 
ou\(h  twixt  (inful  a<^s  multiplied  by  cuftome  (which  is  root- 
ed in  dominion)  and  thofe  which  fall  out  by  accident ,  as 
it  were,  and  rooted  oncly  in  tyrann/r- 

Three    differences     tv\ixt    a6ts    geminated    and    cu- Difference* 
ftomc.  twixt  ifts 

I.  "Where  the  renerfed aBs  of  ftme  mi  themfelves  to  r//- geminated  and 
§iome^  there  the   pojfejfien  is  both  ftrong    and  qmet  :  ^Ot  (li  ^^^^^*. 
I  miftake  not  )  it  is  not  meerly  how  often,  or  how  long  I  \^^^l^soi 
have  been  at,  or  have  dwelt  in  the  houfc ,  which  makes  cu-  cuftome  where 
ftome  ,  and  fee  me,  the  Lord  of  that  houfe,  but  what  right ,  the  PolTeffion, 
and  what  peaceable   poffefTion.    One  ftronger  then  I  may  isftrcingan4 
hold  my  land  from  me ,  and  dwell  in  my  houfe  a  long  time ,  ^^"^? 
yet  if  I  make  my  exceptions,  andhold  afuit  againft  him,  bis 
long  dwelling  is  but  an  ufurping ;  neither  is  it  a  legal  cuftome, 
though  perhaps  of  long  continuance.     Though  fin  ftill  dwells 
in  a  good  foul,  and  continues  therein  defpight  of  him ;  and 
the  pcrfon  doth  oft-times  f through  the  captivating  force  of 
it)  do  many  finful  a£ls,  and  perhaps  the  fame  ;  yet  it  is  not 
cuftome,  unlefs  the  pofleflion  be   quiet  and  peaceable;  if  he 
did  like  Ijfachary  bow  under  the  burden ;  and.  yeeld  up  the 
writings  and  keys,  if  he  did  quietly  refign  up  his  heart  to  fin, 
and  fo  go  on  fromfinne  to  finne,  this  were  cuftome  and  con- 
cluded dominion  :  But  fo  long  as  that  loul  puts  in  exceptions, 
prefers  a  bill  of  tears ,  complaints ,  fupplications  to   Chrift 
to.  conquer  this  ufurping  tyrant ,  to  give  grace  to  recover 
its   hold ,   and   ftrengch    to    withftand    and    fubdue    it  : 
Though   the  afts  be   many,   and   to  be  bewailed,  yec 
they  are  not   come  to   a  cuftome,  which  fets  up  Do- 
minion. 

y  2.  where 
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2.  J^here  the  renued  aEis  are  aUs  efcnfieme^  there  the  aEtwg- 
t.tnt^^^  ^^'^  Is  natj^ral  and  eafiei  Cuflome  (we  know  J  is  another  nature 
Tuftomc  then  ^-^'^^^^ry  nature  doth  eafily  let  go  its  afts,  how  eafie  is  it  for 
the  aaing  is     the  eye  to  fee,  and  the  ear  to  hear ,  or  the  water  to  moyflen 
naturalUni     or  the  earth  to  defcend :  Let  nature  alone,  fhehathno  im- 
afie.  pediment  from  her  felf  to  her  ails ;  and  it  is  her  .perfection  to 

aft,  and  therefore  her  afts  are  eafie.  It  is  thus  with  finful  a6ls 
flowing  out  of  Cuftome,  they  come  from  the  heart  as  waters 
from  afpring,  and  rife  from  itasfparks  from  the  fire,  O 
how  nimble,  and  dextrous  ,  and  quick  is  the  finner  to  fin ,  you 
seed  not  tempt  him,  he  can  tempt  himfelf ;  you  need  not  ufe 
arguments  to  pcrfwade  and  entife  him ,  the  accuftomed  drun- 
kard knows  the  way,  alone,  to  the  Cup-boufc  ,  and  the  cove- 
tous heart  to  unlawful  methods  of  gain  ,•  Balaam  can  quickly 
get  on  borfe-back  for  moneys  fake ,  to  curfe  Ifrael ;  and  J«- 
doA  needs  no  mfeffenger,he  can  go  himfelf  to  the  High-Prieft : 
But  when  the  renued  a6ls  depend  rather  on  tyranny   then  cu- 
ttom,there  they  come  off  more  hardly  with  more  difficulty ,thc 
fin  is  marred  (perhaps  many  times  before  it  is  done ,  the  per- 
fonfeesitisvilcand  refiftsit,  then  the   pleafure   and  profit 
tempts  him,  to  which  he  begins  to  hearken ,   but  prefemly 
his  heart  mifgives  him  it  is  n©t  right,  and  it  m\\  end  in  bitter- 
nefs,  he  prays  and  yet  is  tempted,  fights  and  yet  i%  tcmpted,re- 
fiRs  and  yet  is  vanquifhed. 
Renewed  afts         g.  V^here  the  renued  a^s  owe  themfelves  to  ctiftome  ^  there  a 
arcaasof        man  is  not  eafily  brought  ojfi  'tis  my  cuftome  ^  faith  the  man-, 
cttftom*  when  j  cannot  help  it,  and  I  will  not  leave  it  I  aflure  you  ;  where 
^TPb^  u°ht  fi^^ul  ^^s  rife  to  cuftome,  there  is  no  argument,  but  either  a 
ca^iy  ro  g,     pj-efcnt  fear  of  hell  to  hold  them  in,  or  a  mighty  prefence  of- 
grace  to  put  them  off ;  words  will  not  pi-evaile  with  men  ac- 
tr-uftomed  to  fin  :  But  where  the  renued  ails  owe  themfclves 
to  tyranny;  though  many  words  did  bring  into  the  fin  ,  yet  a 
few  words  will  ferve  to  break  off  the  fin  rone  whifper  of  con?* 
fcience ;   ah,  what  haft  thou  done  ?  one  word  of  Nathans  t9 
Bav'id^thoH  art  the  man  ;  one  hok^ofChrifl  on  Peter  made  him 
reniemberjand  to  go  out  and  weep  Bitterly. 

SECT, 
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s  E  c  T.  VI. 

Now  I  proceed  to  a  third  Ufe ,   which  fliall  be  the  laft      f^r^ 
that  1  will  make  of  this  fubjca  ;  and  that  fliallbe  for  Dlrcftion  hovt 
dire5lio^y  horv  to  get  off  t  he  domimsn  offm,  to  get  off  fini 

You  remember  that  I  diftinguiihed  heretofore  of  a  two-  Dominion, 
fold  Dominion  of  fin,  one  was  natural,  under  which  every 
man  is  held  before  his  converfion  :  Another  was  aftual  which 
confined  in  a  particular  prevalency,  even  upon  a  man  con- 
verted and  changed :  According  to  either  there  muft  b^ 
diftind  Dire(^ions; 

I,  Againft  NatHr^.l   Domimon.  Againftnatui 

rail  dominion* 
For  this  we  muft  confider  two  things. 

Firft,  what  keeps  and  ftrenothens  that  Dominion. 

Secondly,  what  may  demolifh  and  fubduc  it :  and  accord- 
ingly apply  our  felves. 

Queft,  I.  For  the  firft  let  us  enquire  what  ks^fs  up  and 
ftremthens  the  natuml  dominion  ofjiny  and  accordinsly  work  a-  „,,     .        ,  - 

gamftlt.  ^  ,.  ,  J    .  ensnaturalldqi 

5o/.There  are  four  things  which  do  It.  minion,  workc 

I.  One  IS  ignorance  :  The  blindneffe  of  the  underftanding  t|ainftchat. 
is  a  principal  gtard  of  reigning  finne :  you  reade  that  they  in  Ignorance. 
Efh,^,l9'  Gave  themf elves  over  nnto  Ufciviottfnejfe  to  work 
aliuncieannejfe  with  greed inefs  ;  like  a  fouldier,  who  gives 
himfelf  up,  and  takes  pay  ,  or  like  a  fervant  who  palTeth^  away 
himfelf  to  fervice  ;  fo  thefc  •  refigned  up  their  hearts  and  lives 
to  all  uncleanneis ;  it  was  their  delight,  it  was  their  work , 
(this  fhewed  the  dominion  of  fin)  But  what  was  the  caufe  of 
this:  See  1/.  1 8.  Their  under  ft  endings  were  darkned  ^  through 
the  ignorance  that  was  t»  them^  becaufe  of  the  hlindnefs  of  their 
hearts :  The  ignorance  of  finne  kept  upth^ir  earneftaeffc  and 
pra£lice  of  finning.  If  ignorance  rules  the  mindc,  then  finne 
will  eafily  rule  the  heart :  all  finful  dominion  is  enabled  by 
ignorance:  Tht  Devil  is  a  Prince  of  darknejfpy  and  takes 

y  2  fpe- 
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fpcciall  care  to  keep  men  blinde  :  AntichrlFl  Is  a  [onne  of  dark- 

nsfsy  a^  therefore  above  all ,  fetsuphis  kingdomc  by  igno- 
rance :  So  is  it  with  fin  it  felfe  ^  its  dominion  is  mantained 
byblindneffein  theminde;  and  therefore  fin  in  unconverted 
men  ,  makes  the  mighty  oppofition  againft  the  vvord  ,and  the 
meanes  of  knowledge:  it  knows  well  that  no  man  tames  from 
fin  who  doth  not  difcerne  it,  nor  hates  it ,  who  knowes  it  not: 
The  prifoner  is  fure  enough  under  a  locke  ,  and  in  the  dun- 


geon. 


Now  then  if  ever  you  would  get  off  this  natural  dominion  of 
finne,  you  muft  get  knowledge ,  a  double  knowledge  in  the 
minde. 

1.  OntdireEhy  and  that  is  a  diftin6l  and  true  apprehenfion 
of  fin ,  juft  as  the  Lord  reveals  it  to  be,  both  for  its  proper  na- 
ture, and  genuine  affefts. 

2.  Another  is  T^^r/ZfAr/V:  that  is  finfulneffe, (which  God  hath 
revealed  to  be  fovile,  fo  abominable  ,  fo  fearful!;)  It  is  in 
you,and  it  is  working  in  you ;y ou  are  under  the  powers  of  dark- 
neffe,  you  muft  come  to  your  felves ,  you  muft  fetch  your  fouls 
unto  your  fouls,if  you  will  not  get  a  fenfiblenefs  of  fin,(and  that 
is  begun  by  knowledge)  you  will  live  and  &s.  in  your  fins. 

A  Second  thing  which  keeps  up  the  naturall  dominion  of  fin, 
is  ^  violent  love  of  ftniLovt  is  the  fincw  of  the  heart,yea  it  is  the 
Violcmlovcof  chjij-eofftate,  whatfocver  fits  in  it ,  that  is  the  King  of  the 
"  -  foule ,  whether  grace  or  fin  :  For  love  doth  beftow  the  heart, 

what  our  love  is  that  our  heart  is ,  it  makes  aii  to  ftoop ,  and 
yield:  There  is  no  talke  of  parting,  while  love  remaines ;  / 
TV  ill  not  goe  free  (faid  the  Hebrew  fervant)  for  I  love  my  mafter 
why?  the  foule  and  fin  are  in  a  fworne  covenant  (like  David 
QXid  Jonathan)  if  the  foule  doth  love  fin,  untill  you  cake 
off  the  love ,  you  fliall  never  be  able  to  take  downe  the  domi- 
nion. 
^  Therefore ,  this  fhall  be  another  direflion,  break  downe  the 

love  of  fin. 

O^.  But  how  fliould  that  be  done? 

Sol.  Firft ,  convince  the  heart  ,  that  fin  is  no  lovely 
thing;  There  be  thxeethings  which  ihould  not  fall  under  our 
love, 

'-  XkThat 
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1.  That  which  is  the  obje£lofGods  hatred,  No  man  may 
love  that  which  God  hates. 

2.    That  which  is  the  object  of  Gods  curfe  •*  that  can- 
not be  good  which  he  curfeth  ,  and  therefore  not  love- 

g .  Thafc^which  is  the  caufe  of  mans  damnation  and  mifery^for 
no  man  is  to  love  the  caufe  of  his  undoing:  Now  fin  is  the  only 
thing  which  God  hates,  and  v\hich  God  curfeth,  and  which  will 
daitinaman. 

2.  Give  to  thy  foule  a  folid  and  full  objeA  of  love,  findc  out 
fomething  which  thou  fliouldeft  love;  Is  there  not  a  God,  a 
Chrift,  an  Holy  fpirit,  His  word,  heaven,  &c.  There  is  no  lover 
linefs  in  fin,  and  all  lovelinefs  in  thefe  things 

3.  Another  thing  which  keeps  up  the  dominion  of  fin  her-  ^Jtof  *ni  dc- 
ror  and  deceit ,  there  is  a  lye  in  every  fin,  and  the  judgement  is  ^^^^' 
deceived  where  the  fin  is  retained,  either  a  man  thinkes  he  fins 

not,  but  is  efcaped  out  of  the  hands  of  luft,or  that  his  condition 
is  found  and  good;  or  if  it  be  bad,  yet  notfo  bad  as  others; 
or  if  very  bad,  yet  he  can  at  pkafure  rcleafe  himfelfe  ;  and  thus 
through  a  vaine  fancy,  he  continues  under  the  bondage  of  his 
corruptions:  And  fo  for  the  actions  of  fin  ,  he  deceives  his 
foul,  he  doth  not  behold  them  in  a  comparifon  to  the  rule,  he 
doth  not  judge  of  them  by  the  word ,  but  in  a  reference  to  his 
owne  corrupt  defires  and  delights ,  which  fwallovv  downe  in^ 
finite  fins ,  fugared  over  by  pleafure  and  profit. 

Now  if  ever  YOU  would  get  free  from  fin,  get  your  judge- 
ments to  be  cured:  a  found  judgement  may  be  a  good  meancs  Nfte, 
to  breed  a  found  heart;thou  wilt  never  be  perfwaded  to  be  good, 
until!  the  erroneous  confidence  that  thou  art  not  bad  be  re- 
moved :  convince  thy  minde  of  thefe  truths  againft  all  errors, 
that  indeed  thou  art  finfuU.  And  that  no  fin  is  little  in  its  me- 
rit, and  it  is  not  ,  what  is  leaft  wicked,  but  he  who  is!  really 
good,  fhallbe  faved :  Do  not  judge  of  acceptance  ordifac- 
ceptance  by  fenfible  plcafures ,  or  profits  ;  but  beyond 
thefe ,  look  what  that  is  which  is  fo  coloured  and  difguifed  , 
it  is  even  a  fnare  for  thy  life ,  and  that  which  hunts  for,  the 
precious  foule.  ^  •  ' 

4.  A  fourth  thing  wlucb  keeps  up  dominion  hcptfiome:  iht 

Y.3  heart 
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Cuftomc.     heart  by  cuftomary  finnin?,  grows  ftrong  in  rin,and  refolutc  and 

is  by  often  com :r.icrmgs  made  more  namrally  finful ,  and  more 

ape  for  further  finfiilfactions. 

Ok  Now  obfeve  alicde.  Give fome checks  to  rhe  ordinary 

courfe  of  hn  :  why  f  you  will  fay  :  h  is  impolTibie?  nay  but  it  is 

-  not:  Though  it  be  Jaipoifibk  for  a  man  aIone,to  change  his  Cm- 

^^  *      ful  heart ,  y^t  it  is  not  to  check  an    outward  finfuil  a£^ ,  a  man 

may  chufe   whether  he  will  go  and  be  drunke ,  whither  he  will 

fpeake  md  fweare,  &c, 

ok  But  if  It  were  done  ,  this  were  vainc  and  fruitlefle  ,  for 
the  dominion  of  fin  Subfilb  in  the  nature  ,  Though  manifefted 
in  the  a6l5^. 

So/,  I  grant  it,yet,fir/^  If  the  heart  be  brought  to  Cct  againll  the 

finfull  a(f^s ,  it  may  be  brought  to  fet  againft  the  finfuU  nature , 

fecondly  ,  The  abating  of  the  av^s,may  virtually  conduce  to  the 

Whatmiy  dc-  abating  of  that  finfull  nature. 

molim  the  na-      Q^  ^  ^Vj^at  may  demalifti  and  brcakc  down  the  natural!  do- 

on  of /In.         mmionofhn. 

Sol,  I  will  Tell  you  a  few  things  for  this,  and  I  pray  you  to  rc- 
That  which     member  them: 

aoththit  muft  >  I.  That  which  doth  this,  it  mufl  have  a  greater  fower  the/t  fin  y 
have  a  greater  fQj.  naturall  dominion  goes  not  of  but  by  alhonger  hand  :  Sa- 
pow<r then  fin.  ^^^  |^  j^^^.  ciifpo{fe{fed  but  by  a  ftron^er  then  SataniAnd  we  arc 
not  tranflate-d  from  the  powers  of  darkneffe,  but  by  an  hand  of 
It  muft  be  of  a  omnipotency. 

contiary  nature      2.  That  which  doth  this,  It  mufi  he  a  contrary  nature  nmojin^ 
unto  fin.  foj.  1-^0  kingdome  can  fubfift  by  divifion  ,  let  Something  come 

I     uftbc        "^^^  ^^^  foule  which  makes  a  oivifion  ,  fin  will  quickly  lofe  its 
fomethlng  may  dominion.  ;  * 

gaine  the  3 ,  Againe  It  mufh  hefomethhig  which  way  game  the  ajfeSil^ 

affedions.        eyjs ;  it  mull  be  able  to  winn  the  heart  ,  todifpofeof  love 
Itmuftbc        and  hatred  for  dominion  is  made  or  marred  by  one  of  them, 
muftffia"      4-  honr^t.y'itnmftbefon^thing  which  may  breed  a ftljfe  arid 
ftrifc,  cmragioHs  rejolmlon^  that  the  heart  will  not  ferve  fin  ,  but  will 

Dircaions.      go  free :  And  hereupon ,  againli:  all  inward  and  outward  oppo- 
Look  up  to     i^tion,  breakes  forth  into  the  ufe  of  viilorious  meanes. 
Chfr^^  Now  then  the  direaiqps  are  thefe? 

"  *  I.  If  ever  thou  wouldeft  get  down  the  dominion  of  fin,  than 

wftFh 
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wi^ft  looks  Hf  to  Cod  And  Chrip^y  they  arc  able  to  difanuU  the  co** 
venanc  with  fin,  ana  to  fubdue  iniquities,  Rom.  8.  2.  the  l(m 
of  the  (prit  of  llfi  in  Chrift- Jeff^s  hath  wade  me  free  from  the 
loTv  ofjtn  and  death-,  looke  as  it  muft  be  a  Rich  mercy  which  par- 
dons ,fo  it  naurt  be  a  mighty  power  which  conquers  fin  ,  why  ? 
but  what  is  it  to  the  Lord  to  command  thy  heart  home  to 
himfclfe,  to  caft  down  the  hi^h  imaginations  andftrcng  holds? 
As  Je-A^^/^p/?^^ fpakc  againft  thofe  ikon^  armies,  we  k^ovonot 
what  to  doc  -yet  our  eyes  are  upon  thee  ;  foe  in  the  fenfe  of  thy 
Baturall  vilcnefs  and  (infull  dominion  V  O  Lord  I  am  bound,  I 
am  in  bondage,!  am  dead  in  fmSjLord  lam  unable  to  cfcape,but 
thou  arc  able  to  deliver,  O  deliver  my  foule  for  thy  mercies 
fake ,  and  fubdue  mine  iniquities,  and  fhew  forth  thy  power, 
Sec:  who  fhall  deliver  me -,  1  thanks  GoUhrongh  Jefm  Chri^  y 

Rbm.7.24,2^. 

Secondly ,  becaufe  mecr  power  doth  not  do  it ,  but  power 
in  a  quality  ,  working  through  fomc  quality ,  Therefore  heg  of  Beg  the  grace 
God  ,  that  he  would  give  thee  the  grace  of  his  [fir  it ,  it  is  true,  o^Gods  fpirit-, 
that  naked  power  takes  nor  off  the  iinfull  dominion  :  nor  doth 
the  quality  alone  doe  it ,  but  both  can  doe  it :  If  God  gives  a 
man  grace  >  and  mightily  afirts  and  workes  by  and  through 
that  grace  ;  this  no.v  will  beat  downe  the  dominion  of 
fmne.  • 

The  light ,  though  it  be  but  a  little  at  firft ,  yet  afified  by  a 
mighty  principle  of  light  fhall  conquer  darkneffe :  pride  will 
have  dominioa*ill  humility  comes  in. 

Now  ,  then  beg  of  Go'\  ,  for  grace,  for  his  holy  fpi- 
ric  ,    for  another  heart  ,   for  a  new  heart  and  a  new  fpi- 

Thirdly  ,  /al-oureamefly  for  faith  if  two  things  were  done,  Labour  for 
fin  could  not  polTibly  continue  in  dominion,  viz..  fai^b. 

If  Chrirt  did  rule  in  the  foule; 

If  thy  love  were  drawn  off  ffom  firr. 

But  faith  fets  up  the  fcepter  of  Chrift ,  it  will  know  no  L^rd, 
but  Chrift,  my  L^rd'and  my  G'(?^,faid  believing  Thomas :  And 
faith  turnes  the  love  to  Chrift  ,  makes  ChriR  the  center  of  the 
hfart?  O  it  reprefents  luch  roodnefie  fuch  excellency,  fuch 
piopriety  >  fuch  bounty,  fuch  love  in  Chrilf ,  as  inflames  the 

hcarc 
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heart  and  knits  it  with  love  to  Chrift  again:  Nay   to  add  to  all 

chis,  faith  beftowes  the  life  on  Chrift  too,  Be  died  for  fne^  fald 

faith;  I  judge  it  therefore  moft  rcafonable ,    that  I  ftiould  live 

CO  him;  Now  where  Chrift  comes  to  rule,  and  hath  love  and 

life,  there  (inne  without  all  doubt ,  loofcth  its  dominion. 

-. .  .      4.  Laftly.,  take  acoHragioHsrefolmlofi:  we  are  held  many 

oui  rc%hKion^  ^^^^^  by  our  lufts ,  through  a  faintneffe  of  fpirit:  why?  we  fhall 

'  never  get  down  thefe  fins,  and  what  will  people  fay  ?  and  we 

know  not  what  to  do. 

Sol.  Why?  up  and  be  doing :  for  what  is  paft,  the  Lord  will 
mercifully  pardon  all  of  it,  if  now  the  yoke  be  broken  ,  and 
be  confident  of  this,  if  thou  art  fetting  againft  thy  fins ,  thou 
doeft  th.it  which  God  likes  very  well,  for  he  hith  commanded 
theeit  as  a  duty  ,  and  hath  fet  out  meanes  ,  and  promifed  his 
helpe  and  blefling :  Therefore  ftand  not  hovering  and  hammer- 
ing, were  I  beft?  fhall  I  ?  (hall  I  yet?0  no,thy  life  lies  upon  this, 
or'^thy  death,  ^  ,     ~ 

Therefore  rcfolve  on  it  to  fet  againft  thy  fins ,  fay  this  with 
thy  felfe  ,  if  I  fuffer  fin  to  rulethus  1  perifti , for  ever ,  if  Iget 
eff  the  dominion  I  live  for  ever  ,  if  I  continue  in  this  finfull  e- 
ftate,  I  muft  bid  God  farwell,  and  Chrift  farwell ,  and  heaven; 
and  all  the  comforts  of  my  poor  foul  farvvel.-I  confels  I  may  get 
a  little  pleafure  by  my  fins,  &  a  little  profit  by  my  fins  but  I  am 
not  fure  ro  enjoy  them  one  moment,  an:i  why  fhould  I  venture 
eternity  of  mifery  for  one  draught  of  finful  waterrlf  I  could  get 
off  fins  dominion,0  what  a  God  might  I  look  on,  plead  vvith,ifue 
unto:  what  a  Saviour  fhould  I  getAvhat  precious  joys?  what  hea- 
venly confoiations:  what  peace  here?  what  hopes  for  hereafter? 
well,  come  of  it  what  will,  though  I  have  been  finful,  I  will  not 
ftill  continue  fo,  to  God  will  I  come,  to  Chrift  will  I  goe:  I  will 
befeech  them  to  have  mercy  upon  me  a  finner ,  and  to  give  me 
grace,  and  to  change  my  heart ,  I  will  not  ferve  my  bafe  lufts 
any  longer ,  I  will  never  leave  praying,  hearing  ,rc  ading,ftudi- 
ing,  inquiring,  working,  till  I  be  delivered  from  this  bondage  > 
A  rnftaaaall  and  tranflated  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fonnes  of  God? 
^^oi^'^iiAfi  2.  A^amft  AEimll  Aomimon, 

Wherein  aau:.l      Thus  for  aire6lions,  Agamft  the  natural   dommion  oflfn: 
dominion  lie?.  Now  I  proceed  coiome  helpes  againft  aftual  dominion,which 

is 
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is  the  particular  prcvalcnc]^  of  afirineinto  a^. 
Let  me  prcmife  a  propolition  or  two,  and  then  you  fliall 

have  the  fpecial  dirc^ions  themfclves. 

I.  ylBkal  Dom'mon  (I  fpeak  in  refpedl  of  groffcadls)  is 
nfnally  in  reipcft  offome  particular  Infts  :  which  workj  Tvith 
more  ftrsngth  in  thefonl  then  any  other  lufis ;  Though  it  be  moft 
true,  that  In  every  man  there  is  an  univerfal  root  of  finnbg, 
yet  you  finde  it  in  experience  that  the  multitudes  of  finful  in- 
clinations, and  thoughts  and  temptations,  run  ordinarily  in 
fome  peculiar  way,  with  moil  frequency  and  violence. 

Secondly,  aHual  Dominion  is  ordinarily  hy  fuch  a  Jin  rvhich 
hath  the  advantage  of  a  natural  complex lon^  and  oHtward  condi^ 
tion^and  occajions^  and  affect ions^  upon  thefe  doth  finne  fet  the 
tcmptation.as  an  Enginer  doth  place  his  battery  upon  fuch  a  Simile, 
piece  of  ground,which  doth  beft  advantage  and  further  his  fliot 
againft  a  City^ 

A  mans  natural  temper  and  complexion  doth  mightily  faci- 
litate his  a6ls,  and  a  mans  callin^^  or  condition  of  life  may  (ac- 
cidentally) be  a  forcible  pcrfwafion  to  him  to  much  infidelity, 
and  impatience,  and  indiredlnefs:  And  occafions  in  converging 
a<5lively  or  palfivcly,  have  infinite  baits  in  them ,  and  when  our 
affe6lions  may  run  in  fome  lawful  meafure  and  manner,  there 
fin  takes  occafion  to  tempt  and  prevaile  with  eafe  ;  if  we  look 
not  to  it,  he  may  quickly  be  caft  down  by  a  finful  temptation, 
who  is  already  prepared  thereunto  by  a  finful  fa6lion. 

Therefore  if  ever  you  wquld  keep  off  the  prevalency  of  a 
particular  fin,obferve  dilHn6lIy,  and  work  wifely,  againft  all  the 
things  which  may  advantage  it  in  its  temptations. 
Thirdly^onfider  that  many  things  may  keep  back(for  a  while) 
the  explicite  a6^ings  of  a  particular  finrte,  which  yet  are  not 
able  to  weaken  the  natural  power  of  the  finful  inclination. 

There  are  two  forts  of  principles  (as  it  were)  which  have 
an  infiuence  upon  a  man :  fome  ztc violent  and /j^rc/i'/f, which 
workby  aftronghand  thusfarre  ffometimes)  prevailing,  to 
hold  back  that  a  man  dares  not  do  fuch  an  evil  (  as  fhame, 
love  of  a  mans  credit,  quiet,  profit  and  fafety)  and  fome  are 
powerful  coo;  but  yet  inwardly  weaknin^  the  very  nature 
and  difpofition  >  as  all  forts  of  graces ;  Now  then  if  ever  yryj 

Z  vvouli 
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^^^^^JlTbe  throug,hly  kept  from  the  actual  dominion  of  finne 

in^rofs,  do  not  content  your   felves  with  meerly  forcible 

reifraints ,  for  as  much  as  thefe  may  oft-times  fail  you  ,  and 

then  your  hearts  will  deceive  you  ;  you  will  vcntffre  to  foul 

iniquities,having  nothing  now  within  you  of  a  contrary  vertue: 

But  above  all  be  ftriving  for  grace>  which   is  contrary  not 

only  tothefmful  acts,  but  to  the  fmful  nature  ,  which  is  the 

fountaine  inclining  the  foul  unto  them  ;  gee  chalHty  into  the 

heart,  and  meckneife  into  the  heart,  and  humbleneffe  ^  into 

the  heart,  and  foberneffe  into   the  heart,  and  heavenlinefs, 

and  faith, &:c.  ,      ,  •  , 

Fourthly,  improve  that  ftrcngth  which   God  hath  given 

unto  thee  every  way. 

Though  this  be  rrue,  that  a  man  by  his  natural  ftrength  can 
never  change  his  finful  nature,  yet  afluredly  he  may  do  much 
a^ainftfinfulads;  if  that  he  would  beftir  himfel^  why  ?  is  not 
a^'man  able  to  deny  his  eye  a  look,  or  his  tongue  a  word,and 
his  feet  a  vv^ilk  ?  you  knovv  this,  that  fm  is  fet  on  fire  by  occa- 
fions,  and  by  many  things  which  lie  dire^ly  under  our  power? 
and  it  may  be  much  ftaid  by  the  doing  of  many  things  which 
we  are  abic  to  do.     If  a  man  will  let  his  eyes  (Ull  roule  upon 
vaine  objefts,  whereas  (if  he  would;  he   might  check  their 
motion,  no  marvel  if  his  heart  be  ftill  fet  on  fire  by  luft,  and  if 
he  will  affociate  himfelf  with  perfons  provoking  him  to  filthi- 
neffe  and  drunkenneffe,(whereas  if  he  wouid,he  might  decline 
that  fociety)who  can  think  it  ftrajige  that  fuch  fins  ihould  have 
actual  dominion  over  him.     H  thou  wilt  thou  mayeft  read,and 
hear,  and  apply  thy  felf  to  all  the  means  by  which  grace  may 
be  wrought ,  and  fin  fubdued,  and  if  thou  didft  fo,  what  canrt 
thou  tell  what  God  may  do  for  thy  foul. 

Nay,  let  me  tell  you  more,  that  a  man  who  hath  received 
orace,  (and  therefore  more  power  then  a  natural  man)  if  he 
will  not  improve  his  firen:^th,  he  fhall  hardly  keep  off  the 
actual  dominion  of  fome  one  fin  or  other ;  if  he  will  not 
decline  that  which  he  fliould  and  may,  and  if  he  wiHnot  do 
that  which  he  fhould  and  can,  it  is  not  his  naked  praying  that 
will  keep  him  up  :  Prayer  (without  all  queftion,  as  you  fliall 
bear  by  and  by)  is  of  Angular  force  and  ufe  againft  the  preva- 
lence 
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lency  of  all  corruptions ,  but  we  muftnot  reft  only  upon  the 
prayer,  but  pray  and  work,  pray  and  forbear ,  pray  and  deny 
our  fclves,  pray  and  (hunnc  occafions,  pray  and  follow  our 
help,  &c. 

Now  I  come  unto  fome  ffeelall  dlnCllons  againft  the  actu-  SpecUl  direai* 
al  dominion  of  a  particular  luft.  -  on?. 

Foure  fpecial  Directions. 

Firft,  vrefervs  i»  thy  fotil  a  conflam  and  humble  feare ,  and  Pr^fcrye  in  the 
that  will'keep  off  the  actual  dominion  ofthyfmne.  Remem- foul  a  conftant 
ber   Solomons  advice,  Blejfed  is  the  man  that  ffareth  alwayes  ,  »nd  humble 
Prov.28.14.  And  Godspromife,  /  w////?«f  my  feare  within'^^^^* 
themy  and  they  (hall  not  de fart  fromme^]tXQVCi,^i,  ^,  d.  with- 
out this  you  are  gone,  you  will  quickly  looie  your  ftanding,i£ 
you  loofe  your  fear. 

There  be  fome  graces  which  are  as  it  were  the  guard  of  o- 
ther  graces :  look  as  faith  is  a  grace  which  feeds  all  the  reft: 
So  feare  is  a  grace  which  keepes  all  the  reft.  This  ho- 
ly and  bumble  feare  hath  thefe  properties  (all  which 
ftrengthen  the  foule  againit  actual  dominion  of  finnc )  It 
hath  ^lodfiiliineyei  it  fets  a  man  and  his  ways,  and  a<^s 
in  the  prefence  of  an  holy  and  glorious  God  :  Now  faith 
■Jofeph^how  can  I  do  this  great  evil  and  fin  agauifi  God-Citn,  5 p. 

Again,  it-prefers  (j  od^  f  leaf ure  and  Gods  fro  (vn  above  allin- 
coHraging  or  difcotiragtng  temptations  ;  yea,  but  I  muft  do  this, 
for  Cjsod  requires  it ,  and  delights  in  it ;  yea,  but  I  may  not 
do  this ,  for  God  hates  it,  and  will  be  provoked  by  it ;  I 
prefer  his  favour  above  all  falfe  honour  and  pleafure  ,  and  I 
account  his  frownes  worfe  then  death  it  felf.  Now  if  I 
fhould  thus  fin  ,  why  ?  1  provoke  his  wrath,  and  provoke  the 
Lord  to  jcaloufie,  I  caufe  him  to  rife  in  difpleafure  againft 
me,  /.  <?•  why  ?  how  would  the  Lord  take  it,if  I  fhould  thus 
fmne.  ^ 

2.  Get  a  foum  and  H'f^corrHpt  judgement :  there  be  three  Get  a  founl 
cafes  in  which  a  man  is  apt  to  fall  under  the  aftiial  domini- judgement, 
on  of  finnc ,  and  corruption  of  judgement  is  a  miinc  caufc 
of  them. 

One  is,  when  he  thinks  or  faycs  that  the  fm  is  little. 

Another  is ,  when  he   faith ,    that   hvs  own  firmgth  is 
.  great.  Z  2  A' 
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A  third  is^  when  he  affures  h\.\'n^t\^ of  eajle  pardon  and  re* 
cover  J  :  finne  ufually  is  a  cloud,  and  then  a  fhower ,  a  cor- 
ruption in  the  judgement  before  a  vidory  in  the  afFe£lions  : 
a  man  will  quickly  tremble  under  the  guik  of  fome  great 
commifTion  ,  who  hath  dallied  with  little  finncs,  or  with  the 
opinion  that  they  are  fo :  And  he  who  ventures  farre  unto 
any  occafions,  upon  his  ovyn  flrength ,  rhat  man  bids  faire  for 
fome  foule  fa6t,  under  which  he  fhortly  falls,  if  C^od  fhew  him 
not  the  vanity  of  his  felf-confidence:And  fo  is  he  ready,  very 
leady  for  a  groffe  tranfgrcifion,  who  hath  fecured  his  foul  al- 
ready for  hi^  pardon:  what  fin  will  he  Rick  at,  who  hath  per- 
fwaded  himielf,  that  the  pardon  is  already  granted,akhcugh 
he  prefume  to  fin. 

Nowcleanfethe  judgement  of  thefe  corrupt  principles  and 
believe  it. 
Believe  that  na     i.  That  no  finne  Is  little  :  That  muft  needs  be  great  which 
fiaisiittk.       provokes  a  great  God,  and  endangcreth  a  precious  foule  ;  he 
who  is  brought  to  fuch  an  holy  tenderneffe,  that    he  fees 
greatneife  of  guilt  in  littlenefs  of  finning5fhall  by  Gods  grace 
be  kept  from  the  dominion  of  any  finne:  Every  finne  (^even 
the  leaft)is  a  foul  fpot :  And  is  the  objedl  of  divine  hatred  and 
curfe,  it  may  prove  like  a  little  fpark  to  confume  an  houfc  ,. 
or  like  a  little  Icake  fufficient  to  drown afl^p  ;  or  like  a  lit- 
tle  thruft   into   the  heart,  enough  to    lofe  a    man   his 
life. 
And  thit  your       2.  That  your  own  flrength  is  not  [afficlent :  even  the  ftrong- 
own  ftrength     eft  fliip  left  to  it  felf  cannot  venture  far ,  but  it  is  upon  rocks 
is  not  fufficient  ^^  {znds :  Any  thing  may  prove  too  ftrongfor  him,  who  con- 
ceives himfelf  too  ftrong  for  any  thing. 

He  that  will  venture  upon  finful  provocations,  and. occafi- 
ons, difarms  his  foul ,  and  lays  his  very  heart  naked  to  a  con- 
queft :  A  Chriftian  may  do  very  much  in  good  wayes  ,  which 
K  have  Gods  warrant  to  lead  him,  andGods%romire  to  keep 

him,  but  if  he  alone  willbeprefuming,  zstht  I frae  Ikes  ^  who 
would  go  up  to  fight  upon  their  own  humour,  fell  and  loft , 
fo  {hall  a  man  prefently  learne  his  owne  weakneffe  by  the 
ftrength  of  finnes  furprifal ;  many  a  man  hath  been  fpiri- 
tually  wounded,  not  becaufe  he  had  no  grace.,  but  be- 

caufe 
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caufe  he  would  adventure  upon  the  ftrength  of  it  without  any 
fecurity  from  God. 

7,.  That  fardoyj  u  not  fo  enfily  obtained'.  Nor  the  foul  fo  And  that  par- 
quick'y  recovered  after  particular  dominions.  don  is  not  etfi- 

It  is  an  eafie  thing  to  flip  inrofinne  >  it  is  difficult  to  get  ^  <^^^*'"^^» 
out  of  it  :  a  little  thing  will  fervc  to  diftemper  our  health^and 
yet  much  Phyfick  is  required  to  fet  the  humours  ftreight  a- 
^ain  :  All  entrances  to  finnc  are  with  the  greater  facility ; 
for  then  temptations  and  carnal  affedlionsblinde  our  judge- 
tnents,  but  the  recoveries  are  the  harder ;  for  now  the  vile- 
neffe  and  hainoufnefle  of  the  finning  appears  more  diftin6lly, 
and  the  confcience  works  m.ore^arply  and  vehemently,  and 
our  very  graces  are  the  more  difabled. 

Aflu redly,  if  you  will  venture  to  finne,  you  lo^t  a  f.iend  of 
God,  and  encouragement  in  conscience,  and  ftrengch  in  your 
foules  'j  this  very  conceit  that  thou  fliouldeft  eafily  make  thy 
peace  with  God  and  finde  mercy  (thoui^h  thou  didli  hn)  I  lay 
this  very  conceit  will  mightily  affli6l  thy  foul,  and  aggravate 
thy  tranfgrefflon,  when  thou  beholds  thy  foul  in  blood  for  /in- 
nings ;  mercy  is  the  moftfingular  ground  of  repentance  ;  and 
nothing  flings  us  more  for  (inning   then  this,  that  vve  a6ufed 
mercies  to  invite  us :  Thereforewhen  fin  tempts  thee,  refti 
it,  yeeld  not  to  it ,  fay  thus  who  would  adventure  the  fvveec 
mercies  of  a  gracious  God ,  to  fatisfie  the  lufls  of  a  damnable 
fln  ,  and  why  fliould  1  be  fo  mad  ?  ^having   health  to  make 
my  fclf  lick,  to  break  the  bones  which  yet  afc  whole  ;  to  un» 
fettle  the  peace  of  my  confcience  ,  to  weaken  my  graces,  to 
dif-joynt  my  eftate  :  If  as  now  I  am,  I  have  much  to  do ;  ah, 
what  folly  is  it  to  make  more  woful  work  for  my.  foul?  How 
juftly  may  God  leave  me,  who  will  forfakc  him  for  that  which. 
I  know  will  difpleafe  him  }  and  what  if  he  fliould  righreoufly 
deny  me  grace  to  repent,  who  proudly  will  abufe  his  grace  to 
flnne  f  Beloved  1  let  the  judgement  at  all  times  be  thuseflFe- 
6lually  convinced ,  and  it  may  prove  a  lingular  means  and" 
help  againft  particular  temptations  of  fmne  by  which  domini- 
on is  attained.  _         ^ 
"   3.  Be  not  in  the  ways  of  Dominion:   great  finnings  do  not  ^^  ^°'f  ?  ^* 
alway  prevaile  at  firfl  fight,  but  they  have  a  traine  and  me-^f^n.^ 

thod 
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thod  to  prepare  the  foul,  and  then  on  a  fuddcn  they  vio- 
lently furprife  it.  - 

There  are  thefe  methods. 

Vldly  pQvhips  f^alicd  mot io'^s  ^  the  vile  heart  gives  up  only 
a  flievv  of  a  partlciilar  fin ,  in  an  imagination  our  thought 
prefents  the  kinds  of  hnnin^jand  fo  falls  in  again • 

Then  perhaps  a  carelefs  ufe  of  our  [etifes^  which  wandring 
(withoKt  regard)  light  upon  fome  object  vvhich  fits  the  for- 
mer finful  motions^and  ftrongly  inlivens  them. 

After  this  aVvlve  cdntemfUtien  of  thefe  finful  motions , 
not  to  deteft  and  bewaile  them,  but  to  look  upon  them  in 
ati  idle  way. 

After  this  a  meditation  of  them  ,  which  is  a  more  deliberate 
entertainment  of  them  jvvhich  now  rifeth  toa  kind  of  treaty  in 
the  mindc,  where  the  finful  motion  cravcs^-enrertainment, 
by  arguments  of  profit,  or  pleafure  on  credit ,  then  a  darting 
down  to  the  affelllom  to  hearken  and  delight. 

Then  upon  the  next  occafion,  an  acl'mg  of  all  this  fmful 
imagination  and  plot. 

Brethren  if  you  love  your  fouls  take  off  finnes  in  their  en- 
trances, before  they  gather  head;  if  a  man  could  keepfinne 
from  pleading,  he  might,  keep  himfelf  from  acting.  Break  the 
Simile.  ggg^  and  you  need  not' fearc  the  flying  of  the  bird:  Crufli 
finne  in  motion,  and  it  is  a  clear  way  to  prevent  fin  in  domi- 
nion :  The  match  will  never  be  made,  if  all  treaties  be  re- 
jected ;  little  motions  are  the  principles  of  great  finnes, 
as  fprings  of  rivers ,  andfparks  of  flames.  Therefore,  let  us 
this  do,  refift  motions  to  fin  as  a  man  rtiould  refift  the  actings 
of  fin :  do  not  fay,  it  is  but  a  thought  5  Jehueszvmy  came  af- 
ter the  fcouts :  Great  finning  may  attend  little  and  flattered 
imaginations  ,  he  who  flights  inward  thoughts,and  is  carelefs 
of  his  outward  fenfes ,  is  in  a  faire  way  to  become  a  great 
Sue  out  your  finner.  , 

ftanding  by  TontthXy^i  fue  cm  your fianding  hy  prayer  and  faith  \    I  will 

by  prayer  and    tell  you  two  things. 

^^^'^'  .  I.  That  the  firongefl:  grace  cannot  free  us  from  thefier- 

ccft  affaults :  even  the  belt  heart,  and  moft  eminent  Chriftian 
is  expofed  to  the  fouleft  and  Kioft  violent  temptations  of  fin 
and  Satan.  a#That 
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2.  That  this  refifTing  (Irengch  which  keeps  fin  from  domi- 
nion, is  in  God,  and  not  in  himfelf:  As  that  we  become 
oQod^  is  from  the  goodneffeof  Gods  grace ;  To  that  wc  prove 
not  bad,  is  from  the  greatneffe  of  Gods  power :  no  man 
is  able   to    change  his  own   b'art,   nor  is    his  heart  his 


own  guard. 


Therefore  under  all  temptations,  be.  at  prayer  and  faith: 
Thefearethe  two  wings  of  the  foul ,  &c.  Some  victories  are 
beft  had  by  (landing  up,but  that  againft  fin  is  furcft  by  kneeling 
down  :  O  when  the  heart  is  much  in  prayer,  it  isthen  moft 
in  itongth  ;  prayer  engageth  all  heaven  |gainft  a  corruption  : 
And  God  hath  promifcd  lofiiblue  wlqmties ,  and  that/;?  fl^all 
not  have  d&mmo»yRom.6.i^^  No\Y  what  he  hath promifed, 
that  he  is  able  to  perform,and  will  if  we  can  pray  and  believe. 
We  give  finne  the  great  advantage,  when  we  flack  our  prayers 
and  lay  afide  our  faith. 

Ic  is  the  wifeft  art  of  a  tempted  foul  to  decline  all  occafions, 
to  be  under  prevailing  Ordinances ,  and  to  ufe  prayer,  and  ex- 
ercife  faith  accordingto  the  nature,  kind  and  meafure  of  finful 
motions  and  inclinations. 
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Thenjhall  I  be  upright^  and  I  pall  be  innocent 
from  that  great  tranjgrejpon. 


^Ou  may  remember  that  heretofore  vvc  have 
handled  D^z/i^^ petitions  againll  fmne,  i.In 
fecrecy,  2, In  ^refumftion,  ^ . Ifj  domlmon.  Now 
we  proceed  to  fpeak  fomething  of  the  conclu- 
fion  or  inference,  which  that  holy  and  fweet 
Pfalmift  draws  from  all  this  [  The^jhAil  I  he 
upright  and  innocent  from  that  great  tranfgrejfion^ 

To  me  it  feemeth  that  Davids  fpecial  aime ,  that  white  or 
mark  which  he  had  in  his  eye,  was  this,to  be  upright,  he  knew 
well,  that  that  was  it  which  God  looked  for,  which  God  moR 
of  all  prized,  and  which  ffor  his  foul^  would  prove  moft  ne- 
cefl'ary  and  comfortable;  and  withall  he  |jfll  knew  that  the 
allowance  of  fecrct  finnes,  orthe  wallowing  in  threat  tranf- 
grcfTions ,  were  quire  contrary  thereto  ;  And  therefore  he 
prays  earneftly  agaicft  them ,  that  he  might  fecure  and  main- 
iainthis. 

^  D.  O  Lord,  above  all  things  in  the  world  I  defireto 
beupight,  and  this  I  fhall  never  be,  unleffe  my  heart  be 
cleanfed  of  fecrct  finnes,  and  my  life  of  prefumptuous  and 
leigning  fms,,  for  thy^mercies  fake  cleanfe  my  heart,  let  me 

nor 
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not  love  and  work  wickednefTe  there ,  and  for  thy  goodncfs 
fake  keep  my  life,  let  me  not  zd:  tranfgreflions  thereto  that 
thou  vvoiildelt  do  this  for  me  then ,  then  {hould  I  be  that 
which  (  above  all )  I  dcfire  to  be,  then  iKould  I  be  up- 
right. 

1  will  Hand  no  longer  about  the  words,only  they  afford  un^ 
to  us  this  propofiiion. 
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Hat  it  jhoald  he  the  great  ber^ty  mms^  dejlre  And       j^  ci 
e^cicavoHr   ef  aTnarjtobe  Hfrl^ht.    Gen.  17.  r.  jj  ftouldbc 
/   fim  the  i^lmighty  ^od  ,    walk^  before    me  chcdefirc  and 
^.nd   be     thou    upright,     q,  d,  this  all  in  all  endeavour  of  a 
,    which  concerns  thee,  which  lettecme,   and^^"^°^^  "?' 
E^^iiS;^^  which  thou  muftfiudy,  I>f//r.io.i2.  zAnl  now  "^^^' 
Jfraelt  vphdt  doth  thy  Lord  thy  God  require  of 
thee  J  hut  to  fear  the  Lord,  thy  God  ^  towalkjnall  htswayes^a/id 
to  love  hin7^  and  to  [erve  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart  ^ 
and  with  all  thy  foul,    Q^  D.  I  have  done  you  much  good, 
thought  on  you  in  your  afflidion?,  brought  you  out  of  Egypt , 
preferved  ycu  through  th*  fea,  and  in  the   wilderneffc  van- 
quifhed  all  your  enemies  for  you,  prefented  you  into  a  land 
fiov\ing  with  milk  and  honey;  Now  all  that  I  require,  and 
that  you  are  to  look  too  ,  is  that  your  hearts  be  upright,thaE 
you  bellow  your  love  on  none   but   me ,  your  fervice  on 
none  but  me ,  that  I  have  all  your  heart,  and  all  your  foule  , 
Jojh.  24.14-   jP^oiv  therefore  fear  the  Lord^  andferve  him  in  Jlti^ 
cerity  and  trt4th^cj.d.  this  is  the  thing  that  doth  concern  you 
nearly,  this  is  the  end  of  all  your  mercies,  and  the  utmof! 
of  all  your  returnes  ,  if  you  will  beany  thing  ,   or  retumeany 
tiling  to  God  Cv\ho  hath  done  all  for  you)  then  be  (incere 

A  a  and 
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and  true,  be  upright ,  iSam,ii,Zi,  I  will  teach  yon  the gcod 
and  the  right  vofiy  ,  ver.  24.  Only  fear  the  Lsrdy  miferve  him 
In  trnth  *ri>tth  all  yonr  heart.  ^.  P.  You  have  fliewed  falfe 
hearts  towards  your  God,  in  rhac  you  would  put  off  his  go- 
vernment, and  you  may  perceive  by  the  thunder  and  raine  , 
how  he  takes  this  at  your  hands ,  but  repent ,  and  for- 
fake  him  no  more,  but  get  you  upright  hearts  to  walk  with 
him,  and  cleave  unto  him,  P/7//.1.9.  This  I  fray  ^  &c,  ver. 
10.  ihat  joH  may  apfrove  th'mgs  that  are  excellent  ^  that  y  oh 

may  he  fmcere,  1  ^  , 

I  need  not  quote  more  places  from  the  Scripture , 
which  abundantly  delivers  this  truth  unto  us  :  onely  for 
the  farther  Explication  of  it,  I  fliall  enquire  thefe  parti- 
culars. 

Four  thingSc 

1.  What  it  is  to  be  upright. 

2.  Why  we  fliould  foftudioufly  aimc  at,   and  labour  for 
uprightnefle. 

1.  What  ufeful  applications    in  all  kindes  of  this  to  our 

felvcs. 
4.   Then  the  refolutions  of  fome  Cafes  of  Confcience. 
for  the  ftay  of  thofe  who   fufpecc  their  own  upri^^ht- 
neffe: 


V 
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What  it  is  to 
be  upright. 

The   feveral 
phrafes  that 
import  upright< 
neflfc  opened, 

UprJghrnefs 
applied. 

To  God; 


^', 
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SECT.  L 

Hat  It  is  to  he  Hf  right  > 


V  V  The  Logicians  obferve  a  double  ejtiid , 
i^^mdKomlms^  2,  Quid  %ely  I  will  briefly  therefore  open 
the  feveral  words  a^d  phrafes  which  are  ufed  m  the  Script  tires  to 
,  Ir^tert  tiprightneffe ,  and  then  I  fluall  with  more  eafe ,  and 
better  fatisfaction.  Couch  out  unco  you  the  lively  nature 
of  it.  ,        rr 

For  the  firrt  of  thefe,  know  that  upnghtneue  is  fometimes 

applied , 

l.To  (7^^';Pfalme2^8.    Good  and  upright  is  the  Lord y 

Pfalme 
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Pialm.  92.   15.  to  fkew  that  the  Lord  is  hfrio^ht  ^  Efay  25.  7, 
Thdit  moft  upright  doe  ft  ireigh  the  fath  of  the  /«/?•. 

In  this  reipeit  5  ic  notes  that  juR  and  equal  nature  of  God, 
vshich  is  (as)  an  anlvvering  rule,  Rii^hteouily  dilpofing  of  all 
his  adis  and  dealings. 

2.  Toman;  And  thus  it  may  be  applied  both  togeod  meKToMtai 
and  l^ad  men ;  for  upri^htnefs  may  be  conhdered,  either  as  ari- 
(ing  out  of  a  renued  difpofitionjOr  as  appearing  in  the  couri'e  of 
a  renued  convcriacion  fin  which  refpeds  it  is  proper  to  good 
men  only)  or  as  manifefting  it  felf,  in  a  particular  fa<Si,  and  fo 
Ahimelech  rm'^l  (ay^  m  the  upright ^ejfe  of  mine  heart  I  have 
do^7e  this,  G^n,io,$,  Novy  uprightneffejor  tobe  upright,  as 
applied  to  good  men/is  delivered  unto  us,both  in  the  Old  and 
in  the  New  Teftamentby  fundry  words  and  phrafes.  Some- 
times it  is  called  fincerity,  as  fofh,  24.1/^,  fervethe  Lord  in  fin- 
cerity:  that  is  faid  tobefincere,which  is   without  mixture , 
a  metaphor  from  honey  which  is  then  reputed^  pure  and  right 
when  it  hath  none  ofthe  wax  commixed  with  it.     The  heart 
is  upright,  when  it  is  fincere  ,  and  then  it  is  fincere  when  it  is 
unmingled  :  Beloved  there's  a  dirference  *twixt 
Adherence  and 
Ccmmixture, 

To  the  purcfl  Z^;?^  there  may  adhere  fome  thred  or  fpot 
uncomely,  but  in  commixture  the  qualities  or  fubftances  arc 
in  a  fort  mutually  confounded ;  fin  adheres  or  cleaves  to  the 
nature  ofthe  moL^  upright  perfon,  but  yet  it  mingles  not,  it  is 
a  thing  which  the  renued  heart  is  thruftingoff ;  it  would  be 
rid  of  it,  the  new  nature  like  a  fpring  is  working  it  off,fo  that  a 
man  may  be  faid  to  be  upright,whofe  heart  will  not  fuffer  any 
(inne  to  incorporate  or  fettle  it  felf :  Search  me^  faid  David, 
fee  whether  thereheanywayofwickednefs  inme^  Pfalme  139. 

2^,74. 

If  a  man  hath  an  heart ,  upon  which  finful  wayes  do  not 
only  fall,  but  with  which  they  clofe,  if  his  heart  knows  it,  and 
allows  it ,  and  will  \^'aIk  in  it,  that  mans  heart  is  not  upright 
in  him  ;  Sometime  it  is  called  onc-nefs ,  or  finglenefs,  fo  "jer, 
52.39.  ^  Tvlll  gizi^  them  one  heart  and  oneway,  th^a  they  way 

A  a  2  .  fear 
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fe^r  meforevtr^K8c.i,^6,  7 hey  did  eat  their  J^read  with 
gladnefsyandfnglenejfe  of  heart. 

There  are  two  forts  ofperfons,  hypocrites  and  uprighc 
perfons,  and  the  Scripture  opens  them  by  their  hearts. 

HjfpoerlteszrQ  faid  to  have  a>7  heart  and  an  hearty  Pfal.  1 1.-' 
rvlth  a  double  heart  do  they  ffeak^y  in  the  original  iris,  with  an 
heart  and  an  heart,  So  Hjf,  lo.  2.  tLlr  hearts  divided  now 
fhtill  they  he  found  faulty  \  and  therefore,  ?W»7a  i.  8.  they  are 
called  men  of  two  m'mdes ,  doahle-minded  men  \  they  are  in  fome 
things  for  God,  and  in  moft  things  for  themr^Ive? ;  now  for 
bis  fervice  and  anon  for  their  lufts ;  look  as  hypoaifie  min- 
xes finneand  the  affeclion  together,  fo  it  mingles  God,  and 
fin,  and  the  world  together,  it  doth  not  look  on  God  for 
Gods  fake,  but  for  profits  fake,  or  pleafures  fake,  or  honours 
fake ;  On  the  contrary  ,  upright  perfons  are  perfons  of  one 
heart ,  or  of  a  fingle  heart :  as  the  Zehnlomtes  are  faid 
mt  to  he  of  a  double  heart ,  i  Chron.i  2.3  3.  which  is  expound- 
ed,-:/. 38.  by  ^  perfect  heart  \  A  mans  heart  is  upri::hc  when 
God  alone  ,  and  his  ways  alone,  and  his  truth  alone ,  fatif- 
fie,  and  order,  and  bound  it  j  when  a  man  can  fay  in  truth  as 
they  in  the  matter  of  Choice,  Nay ^bm  tie  '  Lord  Is  our  God, 
him  vplll  Tveferve.  I  have  chofen  the  Lord  to  be  my  God,  and 
his  truths  to  be  my  guide,  and  his  precepts  to  be  my  paths 
andhisglorytobemy  end,  and  hereto  only  willlflick,  when 
the  foul  doth  not  halt  between  two,  or  divides  it  felfin  a  fer- 
vice of  any  fide  or  way,  but  keeps  only  to  God. 

Sometimes  it  is  caUtdperfe5llon :  axid  the  upright  are  called 
perfe£l :  as  Gen.  ij.i.  Ji^alk^  kfore  me  and  be  thoaperfeBy  Deut. 
18.13.  Thou  fialt  be  pnfetb  with  the  Lord  thy  ^od.\ 
Pfalme  37.  37.  CPdark  the  perfeB\m^M,  arid  behold  the 
npnght. 

There  is  a  double  perfe£lion  ; 

One  fiy^^/^/^,^^,  in  refpea  of  degrees  (which  no  man  cin 
now  attain  unto  in  this  life  ,  no  not  the  moft  upright :  for  In 
miiny  thl^^gs  we  offend  all. 

The  other  £z/4!«^^i/V4/,:Ahichconflils  in  ihe  evennefie  of 
dcfire  and  endeavour :  when  a  man  fets  up  and  exalts  the  word 
of  God,  and  ftrives  to  {c^q  his  heart  and  his  life  in  all  thin<^s 
thereby.       .  As 


chap.  5 .     T^he  Jnatomy  ofuprighteefs. 


i8 


As  Paul^  excrcijing  h'lmfeif  t9  haze  a  coy^fdence  void  of  Nne, 
ofence  y  and  volUwg  to  live  konftly  in  all  things  \  when  a 
man  doth  (is  it  were)  meafure  his  paths  as  by  a  line,  he 
doth  fee  them  by  the  compaffe  of  a  divine  rule  or  warrant , 
not  willinj,Iy  rtragling  on  the  light  hand,  orb^ndinj  coward 
I  he  left:  ^not  willincly  omit  the  Icaft  duty ,  and  commit  the 
kaft  fin ;  he  is  an  upright  perfon  when  the  heart  is  as  large  as 
the  precept ,and  ihe  whole  will  of  God  is  complied  wiih,in  will, 
and  defirc,and  endeavour. 

Sometimes  it  is  called  a  spirit  without  gn'.le-^  fo ,  P^al  52.2. 
fjUffed  is  the  man  in  whofe  fpirit  there  is  nog'/J-^^nd  Chrift  of 
JVathanic/-,  Joh.  1,47.  Behold  an  Israelite  indeed^  in  whom  is  ng 
gu'le^An  bypocrirical  heart  is  a  cunning  h:a:t,it  hath  many  de- 
vifes,niufPiin?s>  windings,  and  turnings,  this  heart  is  not  plain 
aad  found:  therefore  the  hypocrites  are  faid  to  have  c^^rrn't 
tho^qhtSya^dto  flatter  with  their  to-:gfi's^n6  tohive  crooked 
wAjes :   They  do  not  indeed  hate  the  fin  whi:h  they  pretend, 
nor  love  that  holinefle  which  oft-times  they   praife ,    and 
fometiraes  ^^t '  fome  ends  they  have  of  Religion  for  thei: 
belly, and  fo:  thdrovvnadvanrage,but  they  do  no:  heartily  hate 
fuine,  nor  truly  love  holineiTe.    Now  on  the  contrary,  an 
upri.  ht  Fieart  is  without  guile,  ic  is  even  phin  and  down-rijh% 
therefore  is  it  in  the  parable  called  ^n  hone  ft  he^rtyZni  faith 
Paul ^  we  fpeak^  the  tr;ith  in  fhrip',  and  upright  walking  is  Ri- 
led a  walking  /V  truth,  and  ferving  of  God  in  truth  and  in  fpi- 
rit ; '  The  meanin;;  isthif^jthatthe  upright  man  u  indeed  that 
which  heprofeffeth  :  hidifc  andprofclTion-  i^  not  a  paintin^^ 
which  owes  It  felf  to  an  A'tih:-er,but  a  nuunl  colour  which 
o  ves-  it  felf  to  the  foim  dnelTe  of  temper  :  hz  is  one  who  hath- 
tru'h  i^t^he  i^wa'd  f^-'ts  (zs  David  (peaks,  Pf^L  Si.  6.)  He 
doth  wirfio'jt  bafe  ends  dirvK^iy  iV/e  God,  and  f  on  his  very- 
hea^-t  hate  fmne.     Though  h^  cannot  expreirehimfjlf  in  thit-. 
flounlli  of  form^ilicy,  yet  fo'  Chrift  ,  he  can  plamly  fay  as  Pe- 
ter^ Loy-d-i  tho'A  kKOivef  allthings^  thm  knnvejr  that  I^hi/ethee; 
Ani  touching  fmnes ,  as  David o^  Gods  enemies ,   J   hjire 
t hew  with  a  perfeTi  ha  red :   this  he  is  ih  good  earneft. 

•Sometimes  it  is  called  thz  alhejfe,  or  whollinejfe  of  hearty 
{oDeut,^,2g,  If  thou  feek^him  with  all  th'ne  hearty  Deut.  260 
16^  Thonfrah  keep  and  do  tbcmwith  all  thine  hearty  and  with 
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nil  thy  foyJ^  Pfal.  119.10.  with  w/  whole  heart  have  I  fot'ight 
theci  &c,  when  the  heart  is  upright,  the  whole  man  comes 
"in  unto  Godr  all  the  (bill,  and  all  the  body  :  nonv^  (liali  dk- 
pofe  of  ihem  but  God  ;  And  Gcd  lliall  difpofc  of  him  in  e- 
very  precept:  the  very  bent  of  a  man  is  to  pleale  God  Jn^ 
all  things  ;  and  the  whole  rouI>  in  the  underftanding  ,  will , 
memory,  afredions,  beafs  a  refpeil  to  all  his  Coaimand- 
menc?.  There  be  orherphrafe>  to  fee  out  this  bufinelTe  of 
uprightnelVe,  but  I  mult  paffe  them  over,  and  pitch  upon  the 
-.    ,  .  .   .    defc'^iption. 

on  of  upikbt.     ^*  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  fecond  quid  %e!^  T  conjedlure  that  upright-  ^ 
mfs!  '  ^^^^  ^^y  ^^  thusdefcribed. 

U-prtghtmfsis  afouftd  audhcazeKly  frame  or  temper  of  a  gVA- 
cisfbi  herst  or  fpirh  givert  by  God ,  hy  which  graces  are 
4Cted  ,  (rnr:cs  are  opposed  ,  duties  ^re  performed  affecticnate' 
ly  ,  directly  and  plairdy  y  In  refer./C?  to  Gody  and  not  for  bj^ 
r  effects, 

I  will  briefly  open  this  defcription  in  its  particu- 
lar?. 
The  feat  of  ic  Fii(^,  it  is  the  temper  or  frame  of  the  heart :  The  feat  of  up- 
ii  ihcir  hcitc.  rightneli'e  is  the  he.ut  orfpiric :  hence  is  it  ftiled  fipn'ghtnejfe 
of  hef.rt ,  I  Ki'/^g,  5.6.  Th^H  hafl  fhewed  unto  thy  fervant 
J)av:d  my  father  <^reat  rrerciesyac  cording  as  he  walked  before  thee 
intruthy  in  rightcoufnejfey  and  in  uprightnefs  of  heart :  So  'tis 
{\^i\tifnglenejfe  of  hearty  A£i, 2, ^6,  and  7r:4th  in  the  inward 
parts  y  Pfal. 5 1. 6.  and  aferviccrnfpirity'Kom,  l.  p.  Gsd  is 
my  witnefs  whom  I  ferve  with  my  fpirit  in  the  Gofpel  of  his 
Sonne.  Hypocrife  is  a  colour  but  skin  dzt\^'^  A  painting  which 
lies  only  upon  the  fuperiicies  or  furface  of  the  wall,  upon  the 
vifibles  or  outwards  of  profclTion  or  adlion  ;  but  pfpright^efs  y 
like  health,it  i^  an  inward  crifs  or  temperature;  as  the  conve'-- 
fation  renders  it  felf  to  the  eye  of  man,fo  the  inward  difpofiti- 
on  ftrives  to  render  it  felf  to  the  eye  of  Cods  approbation  ;  if  a 
man  be  upright,  it  is  with  him  as  with  Solomons  Jempie^thoMgh 
the  outward  parrs  were  comely ,  and  uniform  ;  yet  the  infide 
was  covered  with  the  moft  precious  gold,and  had  the  fweeteft 
incenfe. 
All  counterfeit  thiirs  are  beil  in  their  flicw?  and  worft  in 

their 
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their  fubftance  and  vertuc :  But  uprightneffe  is  beft  there  where 
leaft  can  be  feen:  The  actions  are  nothing  to  the  Inward  affedi- 
ons  and  defires. 

We  do  but  as  the  Queen  of  5W^,  here,  no  not  halfe  of  the 
goodneffc  of  an  upright  man  by  v\hat  he  doth,  if  you  would  but 
look  into  his  heart  and  converfe  with  him  there  a  while,  you 
fliOLild  findjthe  heart,  the  difpo(ition,the  defire  of  his  foul ,  in- 
finitely to  exceed  all  that  he  doth  ,  Pial.  1 19.  O  horv  llov^  thy 
LiWy  O  that  my  ways  were  Jo  direci  ? 

The  heart  oftimesmournes,  when  the  eyes  can  fhed  no 
teares,  and  the  heart  believes, when  the  tongue  cannot  fpeake 
much  faith,  and  the  inward  man  (the  heart)  would  doe  that 
and  much  more ,  then  what  is  done  or  performed. 

SQCond\y  yit  is  a  temv:r  or  frame  of  >  he  heart  y  2.  compoficion;  ,  .    . 
as  it  were  in    whicn   methinks ,  two  things  m^y  be  ob- g^d  frlmc^r** 

ferved.  ■  the  heart, 

I .  One  that  uprightKefs  is  not  aflngle  ,  or  tranfient  aU  orms'  If  is  Bot  a  fin- 

t\on\  I  thinke  that  even  an  Hypocrite,  whofe  heart  is  rotten,  8'*  ^"^  "^^^'^^"^ 
corrupt,falfe,  abominable,  mayyet ,  as  (iepoutinto  aaions  ^*^  °^  °^°^'®"* 
materially  good,  io  feel  motions  within  him  both  againfl  what 
is  evill ,  and  unto  what  is  good  >  he  may  (either  througli  the 
force  and  power  of  evidence  and  convi^ion  in  his  judgement , 
or  through  the  unrefiftablc  a<5lions  ,  of  his  inlijhted  and 
ftirred  con fcience,  or  through  the  great  de/ire  ,  ofa  glorious 
bleiTednelfc,  have  many  fits  and  inward  humours  of  being  good 
and  doing  i^ood. 

But  all  this  is  palTion  and  not  temper :  the  Pbilofopher  In 
hisRhetoricks  accurately  diilinguiih  twixt  the  readin^.ffe,  a  hich 
fjiringesout  of  anaturall  complexion,  and  that  which  arifech 
out  ofa  vioknt  Anger  and  paTion  which  fQone  fade;^  off,being 
not  rooted  in  nature,  bur  indifteTiper  :  To  is  it  which  the  Hy- 
pocrite. But  upri:htnefle  is  a  temper  and  frame  ,  like  an  inftru- 
ment  well  tuned ,  orif  that  hit  not  full,  like  a  complexion  , 
which  is  a  uniform  (if  not  principle  yet)  inltument  of^^ions. 
It  i>  like  that  Uaveyiy  of  which  Chrift  fp^ke,  which  invSes  the 
whole  lump,  it  fweetly  feafons  and  difpofesthe  whole  man  . 
forGod,asthebent  of  theftone  is  to  the  center,  and  of  the 
fire  to  afcend. 

2.  Another 
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Itis  raiher  a  Another,  ihM  ufrio^htnefs  tsr^tl:er  a  g^nerall  Inflpsence  in 
general  ir flu-  the  graces  y  then  any  di^ji?:[l  grace  -  I  will  not  make  this  point 
eicfi  in  the  ^  controve. iy  ,  only  to  far  as  I  yet  apprehend  ,  uprightneffe 
|y*^"jj|^^*' is  rarhcr  the  temper  of  a  grace  ;  then  the  grace  it  felfe  ;  Itis 
gr^cc.  '  notfeare,  but  feare  riJiiiy  tempered  and  ordered,  itis  not 

love  ,   but  love  ri^hily  fctjitis  not  defire,  but  this  orderly  car- 
ried. 
The  qualities         ^.,    In  is  a  foi^d  and    nicorrtipt:   and    h^avcnlj    frame    of 
of  if.  hart, 

Sound.  I.  A  thinj^  may  be  termed  ,  feund  or  folid.eicher  when  it  is 

really  notii.hr,(light,ruperficia!l,or  iv/f» /V  ^r,^/?  Mde trull: 
as  true  ^old  is  Re  jlly  fo  and  not  in  colour  only ,  and  if  you  re- 
duce it  to  the  rouchlione  you  fhall  finde  it  fo :  if  you  cart  it  into 
the  fire^cr.  Thus  ic  is  with  the  heart  that  is  upri^htjand  it  hath 
not  a  fo  me  of  God^imjje ,  but  the  pwer ;  and  not  a  name  that 
it  lives  ,  but  the    life  it  {t\iz  :  it  is  (inceed^  holy  ,  humble , 
meeke,  believing,  loving  of  God  and  his  fervants,  defirous  to 
walke  with  God.Pfal.  116.  i6,0  Lord  truly  I  am  thyfervam^tic, 
cj,f\  1  am  i'o  indeed  :  this  is  noc  a  complement,  a  garb,  a  pre- 
tence bur  a  realIity,roe  is  it  with  the  man  indeed  :  an   Ifraellte 
/Wr^i^uidChiill  ci Nathaniell^Joh,  1.47.  Yea,  fo  reall ,  that 
if  you  bring  the  heart  either  to  the  examination  of  the  word 
/which  bein:;'.  truth  can  find«  out  all  truth  )  or  to  God  himfelf 
who  can  fearch  the  heart  and  reines,or  to  confcience  that  bear- 
eihwitncfie  -,  2  Cor,  1.12.  or  to  al]iiclions,yeteven  there  can 
upri.  htneUeiind  approbation  andteflimony,  that  the  perfon 
do:h  Iove,and  fervejand  feare  him,  Job.  i/^.tle  Lord  J  aid  m.- 
to  Satan  ^  hafl  thoH  not  csnjiderjd  my  ferva/':t  Johy  that    there  is 
none  llk^  h'lm  i»  the  e:rn  I:  ^a  ferfcch  and  an  u\right  man^  one  that 
feaethGod  and  efchevvcth  evil. 

2.  Againe,it  is  an  I^ccorraft  frame:  though  the  extreme  parts 
Incoirupt.  may  fometimes  be  faulty  ,  yet  if  the  vitalls  be  found,  if  the 
h^artjif  the  lun.,s  •  if  the  liver  be  fo,  we  fay  that  man  is  a  found 
man  ;  ^  morals  it  holds  foe ,  that  if  the  heart  be  void  of  all 
obliquTt}[  the  pe-fon  is  upri;,ht  ;  Many  infirmities  in  action  may 
confiR  with  bprightnelfe ,  but  not  in  arfeclion  >  the  very  bent 
cftheiicart  isfecagain(t  fin,  without  di(lin6\ion  ot  great  or 
k{ie,.advanragious  or  incommodious,    honourable  or  di{- 

honorable 
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honorablcpor  diflionourable  if  it  be  not  fo,then  the  heart  is  cor- 
rupt, it  mingles,  it  is  not  fincere  and  upright,  but  of  this  more 
tnon. 

4.  Given  by  God',  fo  the  Prophet  Jcrem.  p.  39.  I  W// Givoiby  God 
give  them  one  heart  and  one  vfay}  Every  man  naturally  is  an  Hy- 
pocrite5would  feem  to  be  that  which  he  is  not,  and  fo  likewifc 
mifdiredls  all  hisadions  to  a  wrong  end:  God  hath  fet  a  cer- 
taine  beauty  in  goodneffe,  and  left  a  notion  of  viiencffe  upon 
(in>  fo  that  mort  men  though  they  hate  goodnefs »  yet  would  be 
thought  good  (they  chink  it  a  more  Creditable  title)  and  though 
they  tove  and  t^  fmne ,  yet  would  not  be  thought  or  reputed 

cvill. 

Befides  this,  if  we  did  but  ferioufly  obfervc  and  coftfefle  how  it 
is  .in  our  own  fpirits,  we  fhould  finde  in  all  our  pious  pretences 
(take  us  in  our  tiaturalls  )  we  are  allof  usmoft  formaJl  and 
Artiliciall  hypocrites:  Draw  neare  to  God  with  our  lips ,  hut  oht 
hearts  art  far  from  him  ,  and  come  to  Church  when  vve  mindc 
neither  prayer  nor  Sermon  ,  and  lilten  oftimes  ,  and  (  God 
knows)  not  to  obey  but  to  cenfurc ,  or  but  to  get  matter  to  talk 
of  and  the  like  :  and  when  vve  have  got  ability  to  fpeake  of  any 
goodjihe  Lord  be  merciful!  unto  us,  we  do  it  not  minding  Gods 
glory  ^  but  our  owne  vaine  applaufe  and  ettimation;  Soethen 
the  h  ^poc.icall  heart  is  from  our  felves ,  but  the  upright  heart 
is  from  God ;  Svery  yood  and  ptrfe5lglft  is  from  abov^y  James. 
1.18.  The  perfed  heart  is  from  the  perfe(Sb  God,  the  true  heart 
from  the  God  of  truth  ;  It  is  he  who  teacheth  truth,  and  makes 
upright,and  writes  his  law  in  the  inward  parts, 

5. The  fifth  thing  which  I  would  obfervein  uprightneffe^is  its  Its  office  and 
ojjice  ofadmlnlfiratlon ,  it  is  fuch  a  thing  as  dealcs,  i .  ahoMgra-  adminiftrationi 
ce$*  2.   doutjtns,  ^.duties. 

I,  For  our  graces]  uprightneffe  lookes  to  them  that  they  be  It  Jeals  abo« 
rightly  a£led  :  Beloved  ,  upright neffe  doth  not  give  grace :  gr«"** 
but  orders  and  direfts  the  afts  and  operations  thereof. 

Two  things  I  granc  |  that  all  the  habits  of  grace  (are  in 
themfelves  intrinfecally  confidered  )  really  true  ;  and  thoiioh 
imperfe£Uon  may  bein  them,  yet  no  morall  fa! (icy  or  coun- 
terfeitnefs  :  and  that  thf  aBions  ofthofe  holy  habits^  coniidcred 
intirely  as  Hreamin^  from  them  (only  as  fo)  arc  likewifc  tyal  r 
iiylv.  r^K^  (^^sd,  B  But  . 
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But  then,  thefe  a£ls  or  adtions  of  gracious  habits  as  working  in 
a.fubje6l  which  hath  feme  falfnefle'and  bynede  yet  remaining, 
may  by  reafon  of  that  corruption  be  mifdireded  &  miiguided. 

3.  Eor  hypocrifie  doth  not  only  confiftin  the  putting  of  a 
good  iliape  upon  an  evill  action  (  as  a  faire  colour  upc^n  a  rot- 
ten rhred  )  butalfo  in  the  ill  intention  or  application  even  rf 
an  a6t  ( in  it  fclfe  jtruly  good.  Charity(without  all  doubt)  is  a  gra-* 
cious  quallity ,  yet  if  updghtnefle  attends  not  fome  ot  it  ads, 
they  may  be  referred  to  a  private  and  vaine  'glorious  end  ,  th^ 
like  may  be  laid  of  fome  other  graces,  as  of  the  love  of  God,and 
the  feare  of  God,  &c. 

2  Forfir.s)  here  alfo  uprightneffe  comes  into  ad  it  felfe :  ho- 
lineffe  (which  is  noching  elfe  but  the  newnefle  of  Nature  )  that 
For  our  fins,     makes  oppofition  to  fin,  But  uprightnefle,that  now  is  an  even- 
^cefle  or  impartiality  of  oppofition. 

To  oppofe  a  little  fin  ,  and  yet  to  clofe  with  a  great  fin ,  to 
oppofe  many  fins,  and  yet  to  hold  a  knowne  and  a  willing  con- 
federacy with  any  one  ,  to  oppofe  fin  in  others,  and  yet  to  ad 
it  our  felves ,  to  oppofe  fin  as  open  to  the  eye  of  man ,  and  yet 
to  fall  to  it  in  fecret ,  where  it  is  naked  to  the  eye  of  God  ; 
To  oppofe  a  fin  to  which  confiitution  and  ai;e  deny  concur- 
rence of  delightorftrength,anJ  yet  to  wallow  in  others  agree- 
able to  our  complexions ,  conditions,  and  yea  res ;  to  oppofe 
the  improfitable  fin)  which  brmgs  nothing  in  but  paine,and  yec 
to  admit  of  gainfullfins ,  which  come  with  rewards  of  divina- 
tion in  their  hands,to  oppole  any  fin,only  becaufe  it  is  paineful, 
and  not  becaufe  it  is  finfuU  ;  To  oppofe  fin  in  our  ikaits ,  and 
not  in  our  liberties  ,  infickneffe,  and  not  in  health,  when 
only  we  feare  death  and  not  at  all  under  life  and  ftrengtb;  I  fay 
all  thefe  are  but  hypocrifies,there  is  an  unev^nnefTe  ot  iht  heart 
as  was  in  5W  ,  who  fparcd  the  choifelt,  and  mortified  the 
courfcfi:  of  the  cattle  ,  or  as  in  Balaam^  who  would  have  been 
happy  in  his  death  5  though  a  Curfer  of  Gods  people  (inrefped 
of  his  own  intention)in  this  life. 

I  Confefle  this  to  be  true,  that  upri  ,htneffe  is  not  the  utter 
Annihilation  of  fin.  No,  that  effed  appertaines,  to  glory, 
and  perfedUon  above;  but  it  is  the  even  and  Impartiall  oppofi- 
tion of  fin;  of  fecret  fins  >  andof.prefumptiousfin5,(asi).'?W^ 

here 
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here  in  this  Pfalm  )  of  great  and  fmaJI ;  in  a  word  it  is  a  con-' 
jun6\ive  oppofirion  of  fin ,  that  is  it  carries  the  heart  againrt  all 
hn  ,  Pial.  I  ip.  I.  BieJJed  are  thi'  ttndcfiled inthewayy  v.  g.  They 
do  no  hiiqtiitjf  {i)  rheir  hearts  are  for  no  (in :  and  the  prime  rea- 
fon  of  ail  this  oppo(ition,]fay  the  prime  and  immediate  reafon, 
is  dire6l  and  not  refiexivsjlt  is  becaufe  fin  is  fo  oppolite  to  God 
and  not  primarily,  becaule  it  its  fo  painfull  in  the  event  to  the 
pcrfon. 

5.  For  duties :  here  uprightneffe  exprefieth  it  felfe  ,  both  p     .  .   . 
for  m^ter^  wherein ,  it  dorh  not  lliuflFle  and  cut,  pick  and  chufe^ 

take  the  lighter  ("like  the  hypocricicall  Pharifees)  and  leave  the 
heavieil  to  others,  but  it  makes  a  man  to  have(\vithD^z/;W,P/k/. 
1 19.5.)  a  reJpjB  to  h//  Qods  commands. 

For  the  mamier ,  Any  performance  will  not  fcrvc,  where  the 
heart  i^  upright,  David  aanceth  before  the  Lord  withal  his  might; 
andPdulferveth  GodiJj  his  fpirityTbu  which  came  next  to  hand 
willferve  C^a',but  ty^bsi  muft  prefent  the  beii  of  the  (^anie ^noz 
tie  lame  and  the  blind,  the beft ,  God,  llull  have  the beft  man- 
ner of  fcrvice  ,  If  I  heare ,  th.it  fufficeth  fiotjunlelfe  it  hz  with 
reverence  and  fairh;  Ify  I  pray,  thap  fufficech  not,  unleffe  with 
brokcnnefs  of  heart,humbiene(re  of  fpirit, fervent  affc(:^ions,and 
faith  in  Chrift:  A  meet  tale  of  bricke  will  ferve  for  Pha^aohy 
though  the  Ifralites  reputed  the  fervice  a  bondage,  but  when  w« 
bring  otferings  to  the  Temple ,  they  muil  be  willing^  and  of  the 
befttoo.  ^  /J-/.- J 

6.  The  Lift  thing  which  I  would  obfervein  upriehtneffe  is  r       ,     . 
itse^dandfcope,  .-        ^  V^  -  ^' S 

^  Be'ovedl  prayyou  to  remember  that  uprightncffe  caufeth  ^ 
a  threefold   reference   of  our  fervices  :   one  is  to  Gods  pre- 
cept:  that's  the    fquare'and  Rule   and    compaflc  of  upright 
motions.  ,;■■  ,. 

Another  is  to  Gods  glory  y  that^Hhe  ft'^ing  which  ruraes  the 
wheelsjthe  winde  which  bloVves  the  fayles:  it  is  for  Chriflfaksy 
faid  Paul :  and  whMfever  yeedoy  de  ail  to  the  glory  of  God ,  faid 
he  againe. 

A  i\{\:^h  to  Gods  acceptance  and  approbation  ^  fo  that  God 
will  accept,  and  commend,  and  approve ,  2.  Cor.  ^.:  g,we  lah'okr 
t^hat  whit  her  prefent  or  ahfenty  we  may  be  accepted  of  him  ,2.  CTor. 

B2  10.18, 


1 88  T^he  Anatomy  of  Hprightnefs.     Chap,  5. 

10.  i5i.  iWf  he  that  comnundgth himfelfe  Is  aff  roved ,  bnt  whom 
the  Lord  commendeth. 
More  plaine  and  pun6^ual  is  that  of  the  fameApoftle,  in  Rom. 

1.  29.  He  is  a  'jew  which  Is  one  inwardly yand  circnmcifion  is  that 
of  the  heart  in  thefpirity  and  not  In  tk  letter  ,  whofepraife  is  not 
of  men  hnt  of  God, 

The  fchoolmens  obfervation  is  found  and  true  that  a  particu- 
lar deficiency  is  fufficicnc  to  marre  a  good,  mo'-ally  coniidercd, 
but  an  vniverfall  concurrence  of  circumfhnces ,  is  required  to 
make  theaftion  good.  Look,  as  in  reading  of  heb  evv,  leave  out 
but  one  tittle,  one  point ,  you  mar  the  fenfe ,  or  as  in  a  dofis  of 
Phyfick,  leave  out  one  ingredient  youfnoyleall.Soc  our  actions 
if  •  n  :  circumltancebe  left  out,  if  the  Right  and  genuine  end 
be  not  eyed ,  it  is  enoui^h  to  blanch  them  with  hypocrific  , 
though  for  fubflan.e  they  may  be  commanded  To  pray  ,  and 
to  ^ive  alms,no  mm  will  qucftion  that  thefe  duties  fubrtantially 
confideredj  are  i.ood,  and  fuch  which  the  upright  perfon  doth 
performe.  Butthcnifamanprayes,  or  givesalmes  tobe  feen 
of  men,  Chrift  tells  him  that  he  playes  the  Hypocrite  ;  Ff  in  the 
performance  of  any  pioufly  cxternall  duty  we  {^t  our  felves  as 
the  end  ,  if  all  thefe  things  be  done  ,  and  vvirh  very  much  fer- 
vency and  AlTiduity,  yet  only  to  play  the  Merchants  for  our 
felves,  to  make  a  bridge  over  to  our  own  elHmation  to  blow  up 
our  names ;  This  is  but  Hypocrific ,  and  I  fear  a  kind  of  Idolar 
try  ,  we  fall  down  and  worihip  our  felves,  like  the  men  oiShe^ 
chemssiho  would  admit  of  circumcifion,  fhall  not  the'r  cattley 
and  all  that  they  have  h  ours ;  The  like  indifferentnefle  may  be 
found  in  men  forward  for  outward  duties  ,  fnall  not  profit  be 
ours,preachcrsgood  opinion  ours.  The  Glory  and  Crcditc 
ours,  this  is  a  grofs  Hypocrifie  ? 

Now  uprightneffe  confifts  in  ihis,to  devolve  all  the  honor  of 
holy  fervices  on  God  5  like  the  faichfull  fervant ,  who  workes 
painefuUy,  and  fpeakes  confijeratly  and  all  this  for  his  Mafter; 
or  like  the  fhadow  which  in  the  dyall  moves  from  point  to 
point,and  all  this  points  upward  to  the  funne  in  it  motions;  The 
humble  heart  knowcs  no  fountaine  but  Gods  grace,  and 
the  upright  heart  knowes  no  end ,  but  Gods  giory. 
They  diflinguilh  of  a  dpubk  end. 

One 
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One  \%finU  opiris ,  the  end  of  the  work,  and  that  fhall  be  our 
^jlory  hereafter,  as  the  Apottle  (psk^  of  £mhy  the  end  of  jfottr 
faith  the  falvatlon  of  johy  fonts ^  I  Pet.i  .9. 

Another  is  finis  operant is^  the  end  of  the  workman  >  and 
that  (if  the  heart  be  upri-ht)  is  Gods  glory ,  for  of  hlm^  ani 
throHgh  hlm-i  and  tohimy  are  all  things^  to  him  he  glory  for  e- 

ver-t  Rom.ii. 

Yet  by  yrur  favour  this  I  muft  fuggeft  by  the  way  ,  (and 
perhaps  th.^h  handle  it  more  copioufly  iliortly)  that  in  a  way 
of  fubordination ;  an  upright  heart  may  do  God  good  fer- 
vite:  and  his  glory  no  wrong ,  if  with  all  in  its  fit  place ,  and 
order,  and  meafure,  it  caft  an  eye  alfo  on  its  own  izy^zxi^Mofes 
had  an  eye  to  it^H^h,  II, 


S  E  C  T.  II. 


L«::y?.2.]SJOw  Iproceed  to  a  fecond  queflion   why  we ^^^^^^^^ 
1  ^   fhould  itrive  and  aim  M(zsDamd  here  did;ana  endeavoar  co 
endeavour  to  be  upri'^ht.  ^  be  upright. 

There  are  abundant  reafons  thereof,  I  will  deliver  a  few  un- 
co you. 

Firrt,  this  Hfrightneffe  is  the  great  th'wg  which  God  lookj  for;  UpHghtnefs  if 
Joh.4.2 3 .  The  true  worfhipp^rs  (hall  rvorjhip  the  Father  in  Sfi-^  ^[j*=  B'"!  ^^^^t 
rit  and  in  trtiihy  for  the   father  feekjth  fuch  to  worjhip    him,  |  ^' 
Gods  feeking,  notes  either  his  grace  which  prevents  us,  or  his     * 
"pleafure  which  enjoyns  us  T  Tho  father  feckerh  fuch  to   wor- 
fliip  him  (i,)  the  I.o  d  by  all  means  would  have  men  in  his 
fervices  to  come  with  ipirit  and  truth,  to  be  upright,  Prov, 
23.26.  My  fon gi've  me  thy  heart^q,  d,  though  the  body  be 
made  by    me  ;    and  every  part  thereof,  and  thou-.h    that 
whole  frame  he  made  for  me  ,  as  well  as  by  me  ,  and  thou 
art  to  glorifie  me  in  thy  body  ,  yet  that  which  I   principally. 
cnjoyn  thee  in  thy  fervices  Js  to  bring  them  with  thy  heart, 
with  affe(^ions,intirely  andnotpretenfively. 

Nay,  f econdly,  this  is  it  which  the  Lord  look  f  at :  See  ferem.  Tf^i<  is  it  tht  - 

5*  3*  Lord  look >ac^.. 
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5.3.  jire  mt  thine  eyes  upon  the  truth  :  q,  d.  Why  ?  ic  is  not 
-    your  words  which  God  doth  fo  much  regard  ,    nor  is  ic  your 
looks,  noryour  tears,  nor  your  cricsuhic  which  the  Lord  fers 
his  eye  on,is  the  truth  of  the  heart,in  and  under  all  thefe ;  up- 
ri^htnefle  there;  Excellent  is  that  place  in  i  Chr,29.iyJ kpow 
aljo  my  God  (faid  DavU)   that  tho'A  triefl  the  hearty  and  hafi 
peaftire  \n  uprightnej]}  :  u4s  for  me-^  in  the  upright^ejje  of  my 
heart  I  have  ve.  I tingly  offend  all  thefe  thh^gs.      In    that  place 
you  finde  JDavld  contributing  toward  the  buildin;^'    of  the 
Temple,  and  fUrring  up  others  to  that  work  ;  and.  Drr^r/^alfo: 
his  part  gave  like  a  King  thereto ,  even  three  thoufand    ta- 
lents of  gold,  of  ^old  of  Ojihlr  (  yer.  4.)  And  feven  thoufand 
talents  of  refined  (ilver:  and  the  chief  cf  the  Fathers  ,  and  the 
Piiaces  gave  aifo  five  thoufand  talent?  of  gold,  and  ten  thou- 
fand diammes,  and  of  filver  ten  thoufand   talents,  and  of 
bras  eighteen  thoufand  talent.-,  and  one  hundred  thoufand 
takncs  of  iron ,  befides  precious  ftones  ,z/.6,7,8.  Now  what 
a  goodly  gift  was  all  this,  but  D^'z//^  prefently  fubjoynes ,  / 
know  my  God  that  tho^tnefl  the  heartland  hap  fleafure  in  up* 
rlghtneffc^  q,d.  O  Lord  all  this  is  nothing,  thou  wilt  not  ac- 
cept of  itjthou  wilt  not  look  upon  it,  if  uprightnefs  be  wanting, 
O  that  is  ic  which  thou  regarded ,  the  heart,  the  heart  thou  tri- 
ed, and  if  uprighcneife  be  found  there,  that  is  it  which  thou 
regarded:  You  read  of  the  J^^vx,  that  they  made  many  pray- 
ers but  God  would  not  hear  them,  brought  many  oolations 
but  they  were  vaine,  (/.)  is  of  no  account  ,  Ef ay  i.iiyii, 
and  15.    They  remember  the  folemne  feads ,  but  prevailed 
not  with  God,  he  did  fhuc  his  eyes :  nay,they  were  at  their  fo- 
lemn  fads  too;  but  God  took  no  knowledge,   Efay  5.8.  3. 
He  gives  the  reafon  in  both  places,  in  Efay  1.1$.  your  hands 
are  fnll  of  blood  ^  ver.i<5.  voafh  ye -,  &c,  and  £/^y  58.4.  Be- 
hold ye  fa  ft  for  fir  If e  and  debate  ^  to  f mite  with  th  fifi  of  wicked- 
mfs^  ver.  6,  Is  not  this  thefafi-  which  I  have  chofcn^  to  loofs  the 
hands  of  wUkedneffe.  q.  d.  away  ye  hypocrites,  do  you  com- 
mit and  allow  cruelties,  andvillanies,  and  opprefTions,  and 
whoredome.s,  and  then  bring  multitudes  of  facrifices  and  ob- 
lations, and  cryings,  and  think  that  I  am  taken    with  thefe; 
go  and  cleanfe  your  hearts,  mend  your  lives  >  leave  your  fins, 

be 
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be  plain  &  upright  wiih  me,that  isic  which  1  look  at  more  rhen 
any  thing,that  is  it  which  pkafeth  me  ;  Hence  it  is  chat  ofcimes 
in  Scripcure,t:hat  the  Hebrew  word  [  jafh^^r  ]  which  fi'^nifies 
Right,  is  many  times  tranilated  cf'pss-or  -,  pleafing,  as  N-dmb. 
23.  27.  perhaps  it  will  feem  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord, 
we  tranflate  it,  peradventure //■  will  fleafe  God:  fo  true  is 
that  of  Solomon^  Prov.  1 1.  20.  Such  as  are  uf right  'in  their 
way yare  hts  delight ^^t^L^  and  fo  that  phrafe  of  w;lkinj  with 
God  (  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  path  of  the  ;ull  or  up- 
right )  is  rendredby  the  Sepcuagint  pleafing  or  God  ;  ^sGen, 
5.22.24.  holy  EmchssdWiin^  with  God:  The  fevenry  ren- 
ders it,  he  pleafed  God. 

Thirdly  ,   this  feemes  to  k'  the  only  thing  that  God  expeHs ,  . 

I  Sam. 1 2,24.  oKclyfear  the  Lord^andfervs  him  in  trmhwiih  all .    thjJfcVJch 
your  heart  yJ^duZ. I  o,  J 2,  -And  mw  Jfraelr^hat  doth  the  LiJ^"<^  God  expedJ. 
thy  GodrecjHlreoftheey  hit  to  fear  the  Lord  thy  God^    and  to 
walk^in  all  his  vpays ,  and  to  love  him-t  ani  to  ferve  the  Lord  thy 
Cjod  with  all  thy  heartland  with  all  thy  /<?///.  When  the  Lord  did 
enter  into  the  Covenant  with  Abraham^  Gen.  17.  and  pro- 
mifed  to  be  an  Al-'u\]iclint  God  unto  him  :  wh.it  doth  he  rj- 
quire  ol  Abraham  but  onJy  thi.-^,  be  thou  ufrlghi :  when  he  ad- 
vanced Solomyn  to  the  Kingdome,  and  enricht  him  with  ho- 
nour, and  \veakh,and  wirdome,above  all  that  ever  fat  on  the 
Throne,  what  did  he  require  of  hiin ,  i  Kings  3.14.    F/alk.  m 
my    vpayes ,    kjep    my    Stcitutei  as   thy  father  D  ivld  did  ; 
How    was    that  f    ^ee  back    to    verf,    ^.     David  ?}/y  fa- 
ther   walked   bef«?e  the   tn    truth  and  rlghteoufneis  ^  a^d  in 
uprlghtncjfe  of  heart,    When    P'.ul  had   commended  many 
fin^:ular  things  of  knovledge  and  duty  to  the  Corinthians  -, 
he    c'ofeth  upallv\i[h  ,  finalh^mr  brethren^be perfeEl-^  1  Cor. 
I  :^.i  I .  qj.  Will  you  hive  me  to  give  you  all  in  one  wordjwhy 
then  be  perfe(i;l:5be  upri;?,hr. 

4.  Upright nefs  doth  bring  the  whole  man  unto  God  ;   It  is  that  vpiiehtncfle. 
which  commands  ail,  and  carries  a'l  with  it:    the  thoughts  ^-^q^i^  b  ing  the 
thefe  inward  and  fweet  breathings  of  the  minde  ^Let  the  me-  whole  irnn  to 
ditations  of?ny  heart  b;  alwayes  acceptable  In  thy  fight ,  O  Lord  Go*^» 
my  flrength  md  my  Re  dernier  ,  faith  upright  David  in  Tfalme 

19.14.. 
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I  p.  14.  The  W'ords^  Let  the  words  of  my  month  be  (tec ep able  \ 
fo  he  there,  the  momh  of  the  righteous  fpeaketh  wifdomyandhii 
talk^  is  of  judgement  ^  pfalin  37.  30.  The  hearty  iht  Law  of 
his  God  is  in  his  heart,  Pfaim  37.31.  my  hart  ts  fixed  ^{zith 
Dav'id ;  again,  the  convtrfmon^  that  is  ordered  aright ,  ^fal, 
50.  hath  a  man  any  gifts,  many  gifts,  why  uprightnefle  brings 
in  their  ufe  and  ftren^ch  to  God,  hath  he  any  graces,  why? 
uprightnefs  brings  in  their  fervice  to  God :  it  keeps  us  in 
with  God,  and  arc  one  with  God,and  will  not  fuffer  us  to  deal 
faifely  with  God. 

5 .  God  judgeth  of  a  nun  by  his  Hfrlghtmffe ;  thou  art  in  his 
^^i'JI^S^b®^  judgement  good  or  bad  ,  acc(!frding  to  the  prefence  or  ab- 
wSicneiTc!     ^^"^^  ^^.  upni^htnefle  ;  this  is  that  which  diliinpuiOicth  tvvixc 
'the  precious  and  the  vile  ,  twixt  the  faithful  and  the  unfound. 
In  outward  appearances ,  and  in  the  colour  of  viiible  fervices, 
the  good  and  the  bad  may  go  hand  in  hand ,  both  may  hear, 
both  may  read,  both  may  pray, both  may  preach,  both  may 
receive  the  Sacrament,  both  may  give  almes ,  but  (jod  judg- 
eth not  as  man  judgeth  by  outward  dff^arance ,  he  is  a  [firlt , 
and  truth  it  felf  ^  and  therefore  judgeth  of  actions  by  the  fpi- 
rit  and  as  done  in  truth;  he    earcheth  the  heart  and  reinesjznd 
notwithfianding   all  the  outward    appearances  of  the  ftri6l 
and  pompous  Pharifees,  yet  he  reputeth  them  as  hypocrites, 
and  fo  condemns  them  ,  Matth,2^,  28.  mettals  ^  you  know) 
are  not  judged  and  valued  to  be  gold  by  the  guilt  put  upon 
them,  but  by  that  powerand  excellent  fubRance  which  is  in 
them.    And  the  natural  gold,  though  it  look  (fometimes 
pale  J  if  yet  it  hath  the  true  nature  of  gold   is  judged  and 
reckoned  above  all  counterfeit  and  gilted  pieces ;    fo  even 
pompous  fervices ,  whi^;h  ieem  fair  and  glorious  to  the  eyes 
of  men  ,  may  be  reje6led  of  God  ;  and  the  pretenders  fe- 
verely  cenfured,  becaufe  their  hearts  under  thefe,  are  faUe  and 
rotten,  like  a  dead  man  cloathed  with  a  faire  robe,  or  a  Sepul- 
chre gnrnid-ied  outwardly  ,  yet  within  filled  v\ith  dead  and 
loathfome  csrcafes ;  And  the  upright  ChiilHan  ,  whofe  works 
are  not  fo  freciotis  toihefi^ht ,  whofe  prayers  may  be  fpa- 
ring  in  words,  yet  filled  up    v\ith  li^hs  and  g  oanes ,  and 
w^hofe  fervices  may  be  inrerrupted   wich   many  diilradions 
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fby  him  refifted  and  bewailed)  may  be  gracioufly  accepted 
and  revvarded.becaufehisfincerity  is  obferved  by  Gods  eye. 
The  poore  widow  conld  caft  inhat amtte^  a  very  finall  doit, 
yet  of  great  account  was  it,  it  was  more  in  Chrilis  exposition, 
then  the  treafure  call  in  by  others ,  why  ?  becaufe  (lie  did  it 
in  upri^hcnetTe  ,  her  heart  laid  down  the  mite,  and  only  their 
hands  put  in  their liifts;  her  gift  was  to  fuccouc  the  poor; 
the  end  of  their  bounty  was  to  tiame  their  o  vn  praife. 
The  Church  of  PhUndelphia  hath  more  praife  then  all  the  o- 
ther  Churches,  and  yet  we  read  die  had  hm  a  little  ft rength , 
Rev.  3.8.  A  little  (kength  ,  yea,  but  it  was  upright  for  /he 
held  fdft  the  truth,  and  God  judged  of  her  by  that. 

Thus  for  the  explication  of  the  propofition;  now  I  pro- 
ceed to  the  Application  of  it  to  our  felvcs  ,  which  I  fhall  re- 
duce to  thefe  heads.  • 

• 

I.  Of  Trial  and  Examination. 
(2.  Of  Confolation. 
i^.OfCautiom 
4.  Of  Exhortation. 


>s>j 


;   if--.niii..Mi<Mr<a 


SECT.  IIL 

THe  firft  Ufefhallbe  to  repSh  upo»  upon  ohy  ovqh  hearts^  ^^  ''^^  ^^ 
and  to  feel  their  temper :    Beloved,  this  is  it  which  on^'our  own^ 
God  looks  on,and  which  gives  unto  us  our  denominition;It  is  hearts, 
not  naked  a6^ion  which  make  us  or  marres  us,our  arfedlions  are 
("inalort)  all  in  all;  God  complaines  many  times  of  the  //- 
ntW/V<?^,that  xht^j  hrenght  him  no  lncen[e^  no  (acrlfice^no  fervicc, 
why?was  there  none  of  thefe  at  all!  perhaps  fomtimes  many  of 
thefe,yet  God  iiccounts  them  none  ;  It  is  not  what  we  do  ,  but 
with  what  heart,  which  makes  God  to  reckon  of  our  fervices. 
They  are  but  as  ciphers  (which  makes  no  number)wichout  up- 
rightneffe  :  Godyouknow  istruly\good,and  infinitely  wife 
and  fearching ,  and  fpiritually  holy  ;  that  muR  be  brou.ht  to 

C  c  "  him 
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bim  which  is  like  to  him ,  or  elfe  ic  is  not  approved.  Would 
you  be  paid  with  counterfeit  gold  ?  doth  the  Hiew  pleafe  you 
yvithout  thefublknce?  will  the  complements  of  men  fatif- 
fie  you  without  a  real  friendfliipf  will  a  gaudy  rotten  houfe 
content  you ,  which  hath  no  folidiry  and  goodneffePwould  you 
k  take  thewordsof  your  fervants,and  their  legs  as  fuffiriencrwhile 

their  hearts  are  faUein  their  callings.Nay,wouldyou  be  concent 
that  God  Aiould  make  afliew  only,  a  pretence  that  he  would 
pardon  you,  and  help,  and  comfort^andfave  you  ;  and  yet  de- 
ny You  real  love,  real  mercy,  real  comfort,  real  help  and 
falvation  ,  then  think  how  God  fliould  take  fhews  from  you 
without  uprightneffe  of  heart.  ^ 

Therefore  I  pray  you  take  fome  pames  with  youi  hearts , 
b  in^themto  the  bailance  of  the  Sanctuary 5vveigh  them  there, 
redu^ce  them  to  the  rule,  try  them  there,  whether  they  be  up- 
right or  no.       ^  •    I  L-  L  J 
To  quicken        let  me  premife  a  few  particulars  which  may  prepare  and 
you  to  this  tri.  quicken  you  to  this,  tryal  for  uprightneffe  of  heart, 
al.    Confider,               Ei^ht  things. 

.Firft    There  is  no  a.  celt  or  errmr  in  the  wsrld^  of  tnorc  aanie- 
There  is  no      ^^^  colicanence^  then  for  a  man  to  deceive  himfelf,  and  to  erre 
t^.l,  coi^doHt  the  kght  temper  of  htsfoHl.^  man  may  tniftake  hi^ifelf 
fcsuencc.         in  the  depth  of  his  riches,  or  the  altitude  of  worldly  friend- 
liip    or  latitude  of  his  inteik6tual  qualifications  and  abili- 
ties '  he  may  think  himfelf  rich,  and  favoured  ,  and  learned , 
when  perhaps  he  is  not  fo-  but  thefe  miRakes  are  about  no- 
Ira  not  about  nos^  ours,  but  not  our  felves,  and  the  danger 
may  be  only  atempel^^butnota  Hiipwrack :  But  for  a  man 
to  deceive  himfelF  about  bis  heart ,  about   his  foule ;  why? 
what  hath  he  more  r'  what  hath  he  like  them.  ?  they  are  fun- 
dam'^mal  erro-<^ ;  if  a  man  lays  a  rorten  foundation  inftead  of 
a  found,  all  his  building  at  length  finks  to  the  ground  :    If  a 
man  fets  forth  in  a  fair  fhip,  whofe  bottom  is  unfound  and 
♦  l^akin<:^,helofeth  himfelfe  in  the  voyage.  Why,?    upon  the 

richt  alid  fohd  frame  of  the  foul  depends  the  eternity  of  our 
hap-aneffe  ;  and  therefore  the  error  here  is  great  and  irreco- 
verable :  when  a  man  hath  paft  over  many  years  in  a  form  of 
podlinefte,  in  an  ingenuity  o£ a  civil  carriage,  in  acowrring- 
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of  God  by  fome  external  and  naked  performances,  and  comes 
to  d'ni,  and  then  his  confcience  rileth  up  and  opens  the 
fecrets  ot  his  heart  and  life ,  and  makes  him  to  knov  and  fbeJ, 
that  nocv\ich{hnding  all  his  pretences  and  conceits  that  his 
heart  hath  continually  harboured  many  known  lulls ,  and  .he 
did  not  minde  Ood,  but  hiinf  4f  bafely  in  all  that  he  did  ;  what 
a  fearful  day  will  this  be  ?  ho  v  will  ic  make  the  foul  to  trem- 
ble, when  it  hath  no  more  time  now  but  to  fee^and  eternal- 
ly bewaile  its  own  errours  and  deceits :  O  Lord,  faith  that  op- 
preffed  man,  1  have  deceived  my  own  foul ,  I  thought  my  felf 
thus  and  thus ;  but  my  heart  hath  deceived  and  beguiled 
me. 

2.  Yet  fecondly   confider   that  Hjfocrljie^  which  is  apt  Hypocriiieisa 
to    hegnlle  and    deceive   m  ^  t^  a  very  natHrall    and  common  ^^^  common 
thing,  ■ 

There  are  three  forts  of  perfons  in  the  world. 

Ofenly  profane  :  who  faileinthe  matter  and  in  the  man-  ^ 

net ;  they  are  neither  really  good,  nor  feeme  fo  to  be  :  they 
are  really  wicked,  and  declare  themfelves  fo  to  be ;  the 
plague  of  their  heart  b.eakes  out  into  Carbuncles  and 
Botches.  . 

Clofely  hypocritical  y  who  faile  not  fo  much  in  the  matter 
as  in  the  manner ;  who  are  wicked  but  feeme  ^ood,  who  a6k 
fome  good,  but  love  more  wickednefle. 

Trn/y  upriahtywho  are  fo  in  the  matter  and  manner  of  Gods 
worlTiip.  , 

Now  I  fay  that  hypocrifie  is  very  natural,  it  hath  been  and 
is  a  very  common  fmne,  Joi;  15.34.  ^P^-^ks  of  a  Congregation 
of  hypocrites ;  as  if  there  were  whole  AiTemblies  of  them ,  or 
I  at  le.illfome  of  them  in  every  Congregation.  Efay  g,  17, 
Complains  in  his  time,  that  every  one  is  an  hypocrite  ,  fca;ce  a 
man  but  did  diflcmble  with  God  ;  So  Efay  29.1  ;^.  ^wkh  their 
lips  they  do  honour  me-,  Qc-  David  tells  us  often  of  the  Ifrae-. 
lltes  ,  that  they  fVul  fatter  God  himfelf  with  th^ir  rnoMths  ;  gave 
L_  him  fin  theirdiflreflej  as  mournful,  and  yeeldlng,  and  pro- 
niiiing  language  (O  vvhat  would  they  be, and  whit  would  they 
do ,  if  God  would  deliver  them  )  and  yet  their  heart  was 
not  ri*^ht  in  them :     Jeremiah  accufeth  thofe  of  his  time  for 

C  c  2  this 

m 
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this  very  thing  too;many  of  them,  nay,moft  of  them?  Crled^the 
Temple  of  the  Lord^the  Temple  of  the  Lordy  and  yet  committed 
adulftery  and  lies,&c.when  Chrift  was  in  the  world  his  greateil 
conteftation  was  with  Scribes^PharifeesjHypocrites ;  P^«/ bit- 
terly dealech  againft  ^hofe,  who  took  on  them  the  forme  of 
godlinefs  y  bm  denied  the  fswer  thereof:  and  in  the  2  7  im.^. 12, 
He  foretels  of  much  lying  hypocrifie  which  fhould  befal  in 
the  latter  times ,  and  verily  we  need  not  go  farre  from  the 
proof  of  it ;  how  many  amongft  us  ,  with  the  foolilli  Virgins 
carry  Lamps  without  oyle ;  or  with  the  fig-tree^  bear  leaves 
without/mr.  Like  the  Crow  which  took  the  feathers ,  but 
kept  his  own  nature  ;  or  like  theAfle,  which  took  the  lions 
skin,  but  not  his  body.  It  was  CMachlveU  rule ,  that  the 
fliew  of  virtue  was  eafie  and  prbfitable,  and  therefore  he  ad- 
vifeth  men  to  put  that  on ,  but  the  ftudy  and  habit  of  vertue 
was  difficult,  and  therefore  he  advifeth  to  let  that  alone; 
how  abundantly  doth  this  fatisfie  many,  if  they  can  look  like 
good  men  ,  though  they  .will  not  take  paines  to  be  fo>  if^hey 
can  fpeak  like  good  Chileans  though  they  will  not  live  1  o  : 
A  tradef-man  many  times  when  he  gets  a  Minifter  to  Sup- 
per,willfpeak  of  heaven,and  fuch  things  as  if  he  were  upon  his 
death  bed,  and  yet  that  man  doth  nothin;  in  the  world,  but 
fcrape  for  the  world  ,  and  tiers  out  his  own  foul  and  body  ^ 
and  bis  fervants  in  a  drudgery  for  earth  ,  yea,  rather  then  he 
will  not  be  rich,he  will  call  himfelf  upon  mott  indire^  mean?* 
How  ordinary  is  it  for  us  to  f:-equent  the  Church,  pe  haps  to 
liften  a  while  (\i  we  cannot  fleep  quietly  )  and  then  to  beflow 
a  little  holy  ware-  upon  the  Miniikr,a  word  or  two  ,  that  he 
fpake  well  and  home,  and  yet  we  ft  rive  not  to  put  any  one 
holy  councel  intothelove  of  our  hearts,  or  obedience  of  our 
live«;. 

Nay  to  let  thefe  things  pa{Te,take  us  in  the  general  Tenour 
of  our beft  ^vays :  The  vood  v;od be  mercitul  to  us ,  what  a 
diftance  i^  there  many  timesfwhen  we  pretend  to  ferve  God) 
twixt  our  tongues  and  our  hearts ,  twixt  our  eyes  and 
our  hearts,  twixt  our  cars  and  our  hearts ,  twixt  our  bodies 
and  our  hearts.  Our  ton^tjes  areprayinp  ,  and  our  mouths 
iinging,.  iind  ©ur  eys^s  looking  on  the  MiniRer?  and  our  cares 
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as  if  hearing,  and  at  the  fame  moments  our  hearts  arc  plot- 
ting, proje6iing,  ordering  our  own  domeftical  affaires,  or 
which  is  vvorfc  bafely  conremplating,  and  acting  of  fome  a- 
bominable  lulh\ichinus.Novv  call  you  this  uprighcnefle,  if  this 
be  not  hypocrifie  J  know  not  what  is :  Nay  yet,  a  little  more 
take  \\s  in  our  mott  compleat  perforniances,vvhen  we  bring  our 
thoughts  and  intentions,  and  fome  afFe6lions,  fome  work- 
ings to  our  work,  yet  tell  meferioufly  whether  in  it  you  are 
not  looking  befides  God  ;  when  you  many  times  pray  long, 
and  with  many  affections  in  company  (^  though  when  you  be 
alone,  a  little  fliall  fervethe  turn)  do  not  you  ,  like  the  Ca- 
melion  live  upon  the  aire  ,.  is  not  Jehn^s  pang  in  you  ,  Come 
and  fee  my  z^eal :  is  not  the  P  hart  fees  kumour  of  vain-glory 
highly  ailinp^,  to  i^efee^nofme^^^nd  h  not^  this  hypocriiie, 
dircilly  and  intentionally  to  jultle  God  afide,  to  ferve  our  own 
praife  in  a  pretence  of  ferving  him,that  others  may  admire  us, 
andfpeakwell  ofus. 

Nay, I  could  adde  one  thing  more(which  perhaps  may  make  : 

fome  of  our  hearts  to  tremble)  are  there  not,  who  explicite-  ' 

ly  and  deliberately  with  much  Audioes  art ,  fnarch  unto  them- 
felves  a  robe,  a  look,  a  difcourfc5a  garb  of  holineffe,  for  no  o- 
ther  end  in  the  world,  but  to  provoke  to  fin ,  and  to  blind  their 
fecret  aftings  of  finning  from  the  eyes  of  the  world.  As  the 
fouldiers  in  the  field  ca(l  up  a  tranfverfe  line  to  cover  their 
dig  ;ing  enrerprifes  from  the  enemies  oblervation.  This  is  a 
mo(t  execrable  kmdeand  method  of  hypocrifie,  yet  as  Gehaz^i 
ufed  his  Makers  name  to  gratifie  his  covetous  defire,  fo  divers 
abufe  the  name  of  Religion,  on^y  to  fa  tisfie  their  beallly  and 
damn  ^.b!e  lull. 

Thirdly  ,    ^tn    Hypocrite  may  go  very  farre  ,  and  there-  ^^^  hvpocrite 
fore  the  more  reafon  have  we  to  fee  that  our  hearts   be  mjy  gov^ryfar 
upri  :ht. 

In  the  general!  I  conceive  that  there  is  not  any  one  externril 
part  ofreli.ion  or  duty,  into  Ahich  rhe  hypocrite  may  not 
only  (iep,  but  perhaps  ffor  fhew)  exceeed  the  finccred  and 
moil  upright  Ch  i(U.in  :  what  P^mI  fpake  in  another  cafe  of 
himfcif:  tA  ret  ley  Jhhreivs  ?  fo  nm  I  \  are  they  UraelltesV 
fo  am  I  y  are  thcj  tl.e feedof  Ahrah/ira  f  foam  /,  2  Cor.  1.22. 

That' 


i9§  Tj(?e  Anatomy  ofHprightnefs.     Chap.  5 


That  may  the  hypocrice  fay  for  his  part  in  this  cafe ,  about 
the  actions  and  parts  of  duty ,  &c.  Doth  the  true  ChritUan 
hear  ?  fo  do  I  j    dorh  he  pray  ?  fo  do  I;  doth  he  llied  tears  ? 
fo  do  I;doth  he'faftiTo  do  I;doth  he  give  almesffo  do  I;doth  he 
fhcvv  refpedl  to  the  Minifter  by  la  utes  and  invites  ?  fo  do  I ; 
is  he  forward  ?  I  am  zealous ;  doth  he  reprove  .?  I  do  thun- 
der; doth  hefpeakfome  words  in  prayer?  I  fpeak  many; 
doth  he  any  good  f  I  do  more  ,  in  hearings  more,  infa{Hng<: 
more,  in  diicourfings  more ,  in  outward  actions ,  every  way 
more  :  Caft  and  order  duties  every  way  for  objed ,  for  place> 
for  time  yftiil  the  hypocrite  keeps  up.  for   duties   to  God  (I 
mean  the  external  pa  rtS' of  his  wo  fhip)  in  praying  privately> 
publickly  ,  hearing,  reading,  preaching, yea,and  ^li  thefc  with 
tome  traniient  affections  of  joy  ,  all  this  m^ay  be  in  him ;   Fsr 
dntles  toman  :  why  >  an  hypocrite  may  be  as  civil,  as  jufl:,a5 
faire^  ingenuous,  affable,  bountiful,  compailionate  as  any  one 
that  I  know:  The  Pharifees  (whom  yet  Chrifldid  condemn 
for  very  hy]:50crites ,  yea ,  even    thofc   felf-fame  Pharifees) 
were  yet  the  pun6lilioes  of  the  times,  no  perfon  living  were 
more  exail,   they   did    tythe   the  very   mine  and    cum- 
min ,  as  if  the  would  have  obferved  the  whole  Law  to  an 
ha  ire. 

Yea,  and  for  privative piety^  which  confifts  in  exceptions 
from  groffe  (innes ,  heare  one  of  them  for  all  the  reft , 
blellin^  and  commending  hi mfelfe  ,  I  am  no  extortioner -^  no  a- 
dult^rtry  nor  lik^  this  Publican^  ^c,  I  fafv  twife  in  tl^e,  yveek^-^ 
I  give  almes  of  all  that  I  poffe^s, 
.         .         4.    His  heart  is  rotten^  and  his  (rroHnds  are  rotten^  nnivith- 

h's  hta  t  is  rot-  J'  ^^^^^^   ^'^  '^"^^' 

ten  noiwith-       Though  man  cannot  difcern  him ,  yet  God  can  ,  and  hath 

ftandfng  all  bis  limmed  him  out  for  unfoundneffe  in  his  word  ;  there  is  fome 

fiicvvs.  fecret  !uft  which  con(if:s,  and  ftands,  notwithilanding  nil  this , 

either  Phr9ds  Cinyo:  D.'w^*siin  ,  filthinefle,  or  worldlinefs  ; 

the  Pharifees  were  wondroufiy  covetot^,  - 

And  his  ends' are  bMe  :  the  Pyrare  may  riigr,  and  trim. , 
and  Rear,  and  order  his  fhip  as  artificially  and  exquilitely  as 
«nj  Pi.ot,  who  is  the  Kings  moft  faithful  fervant :  or/.y 
their  hearts  and  their  ends  arc  different,  one  is  difloyal,  snd 

the 
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the  other  is  true ;  one  goes  out  to  catch  a  prey  and  a 
bootie  ,  a  prize  for  himfelt' ;  and  the  other  failes  for  his  Ma- 
kers honour  and  fervice  ;  The  upright  heart  falls  upon  du- 
tie  with  fear ,  yet  with  affe6lions ,  he  cannon  do  fo  much, 
yet  it  is  in  truth  ,  and  what  he  doth  ,  as  it  is  by  his  Matters 
[irength  ,  fo  ic  is  faithfullic  intended  for  his  Matters  giory. 
But  felfe-Iove,  and  pride,  andvaine  glorie,  fill  the  failes  of 
the  hypocrite  ;  If  you  could  paire  of  thofe  accidental  and 
by-caufes ,  he  were  no  more  able  to  hold  on  in  duties  thus  5 
then  the  bird  to  flie  without  her  v\ings,or  the  fliip  to  runjwhen 
the  wind  drives  and  fills  out  the  fails. 

fVill  the  Hjpecrlte  pray  at  all  tim;s ,  faid  he ,  in  Job  ,  ^o 
that  all  which  the  Hypocrite  doth  is  with  a  bafe  heart ,  like  a 
(lave,  and  for  bafe  ends,. like  a  flatterer, 

c.  It  is  avalnund,  fooliflo thing to' he  hypocrlttcal  in  our  fer-  Icisvaln  and 

vices.  .  .  !^f^•^{'* 

This  is  certain  that  a  man  cannot  be  an  hypocrite,  but  ^^^  i  pyc^fe  W«» 
mutt  take  fomepains5he  mutt  be  very  officious  in  pretences 
and  duties,  it  mutt  coft  him  fome  money  to  give  almes  >  and 
much  time  to  pray, &c.  And  when  all  is  done,  nothing  comes 

of  it. 

If!  rcjfeB  ef  G^d ,  he  hath  no  reward  with  him ;  there  is 
no  reafon  to  give  him  wages,  who  bettows  not  his  fervice  on 
us:  the  hypocrite  did  ferve  himfelfand  not  God,  his  ocvne 
praife  and  not  Gods  glory ,  and^  therefore  he  can  expe£lno 
reward  from  him  :  he  cannot  fay,  I  prayed  for  grace, 
that  I  might  honour  thee  ,  and  for  abilities  that  I  might  glo- 
lifiethee. 

In  reffeEl  of  rmn :  for  if  a  man  be  knovyn  to  be  an  hy- 
pocrite, then  he  lofeth  himfelf  on  all  hands ;  evil  men  h;i.te 
him ,  for  the  very  ttievv  of  £oodne{Te;and  good  men  fcorn  him, 
for  his  bafe  diiTimulation  and  rortennefs. 

But  fuppofe  he  can  conceal  his  hypocrifie ,  then  all  the 
reward  that  he  hath  from  men  is  but  an  ayrie  applaufe, 
Jll.uth.6.  5,  Whenthoid  prajcfi  ,  tlva  jhf.lt  f^et  h:  ai  \he  hypo- 
crites arc  ^for  they  love  to  pray  f^andina  in  the  Sjndgo^^pies^  ayd 
in  the  corners  cf  the  firestSj  that  they  ?n^T  he  ^cen  ef  men^verjli,., 
I  fay  tintoyoH^  tiey  have  th:ir  rew,vrdy  (i,)  They  have  wh^ 

they 
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tficy  look  for,  the  applaufe  of  men.  and  that's  al'l ;  let  them 
not  expect  any  other  reward  :     And  brethren ,    this  is  a  fad 
thing  ,  when  a  mans  reward  is  only  from  man  :  when  all  his 
'  reward  is  in  this  lifC)  and  no  rewards  referved  for  him  here- 

afcer. 

Nay,  and  the  hypocrite  is  not  fo  fure  of  this  reward  from 
man  neither,  he  may  made  of  ir,  either  for  the  kinde  or  mea- 
fure  of  it ,  and  that  will  vex  his  heart :  like  fidlers  (that  regard 
eare  fervice  )   whofe  whole  ftreine  is  to  pleafe  the  humours 
of  men  ;  they  fomerimes  get  but  little,  and  v\ith  that  many 
reproachful  words  and  blowes;  fo  ic  may  fare  with  an  hypocrite, 
VNhofe.i6lions  are  fet  only  to  the  itch  of  applaiife   and  com- 
mendation, &:c. 
Hypocr;fie  is  a      6.  Nay,  hypocriiieis  a  mofl:  peril  Lous  finne,  )'^«  fjha/l  re- 
moil   perillous  ceiv2  the  greater  damnation^  faid  Chrift  ,   Damnation  \  O  that 
finnc.  j^  ^l^g  eternaU  grave  of  the  foul  ,it  fpeaks  mifery  enough ,  e- 

verlafting  fepa ration  from  God ,  and  everlafting  flames  of 
^wrath  in  hell ,  yet  that  is  the  portion  of  the  hypocrite,  E[fij 
T^i^,  14.  The  finmrs  In  2^\or\  are  afnzld^fearfuhejfe  hath  fur- 
prifed  the  hypocriteSy  who  among  us  (hall  dwell  with  the  dezioH- 
ring  fire  f  who  among  m  [hall  dwell  with  everlafting  burn' 
mgs} 

Greater  Damnation  \  An  ordinary  hell  is  not  all  for  an 
hypocrite:  As  if  the  furnace  were  heated  feven  times  more 
hot :  the  loweft  and  deepefl:  punifhment  fhall  fall  on  him , 
who  prefumes  to  put  on  the  faireft  fhew  with  the  fouleit, 
heart:  .  And  do  not  think  this  ftrange  ,  for  what  is  hypocrilie 
but  a  mocking  of  God  :  The  hypocrite  doth  (as  it  vvere  ) 
put  tricks  upon  him ,  and  thinks  to  coufen  omnifciehce,  and 
bafely  elkeme  of  him,as  if  meere  fliews  would  fatisfie  him , 
nay,  he  doth  jufHe  C^odoutofhis  prime  place,  by  referring 
all  his  fervices  to  himfelf,  and  not  to  God,  and  fo  doth  adore 
his  own  name  above  the  Name  of  God.  Verily  my  bre- 
thren, thefe  are  fad  things,  and  if  our  hearts  be  not  made  of 
rock  and  (lone,  they  may  awaken  and  ftartle  t-hem  ,  to  take 
heed  leafl:  we  be  guilty  of  this  hypocrilie ,  which  is  fo  dia- 
metrically oppoTicc  to  uprightneffe. 

*'  7.Ag.iine, 
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7.  Againe  confider ,  that  it  is  a  very  dljficHh  thing  to  be  np- . 
rWht:  though  it  be  that  acceptable  frame  of  fpirit  fo  pleafin:^  Itlfadiffi  ulc 
to  God  and  io  comfortable  (  as  we  may  hear;  to  m^  yet  ic  is  not  ^.  .  ^^         ^ 
fo  eafie  to  be  up'ight ,  whirher  you  confider-  K  vrc  confider. 

1,  That  decelftilmfs  which  is  in  m/ins  h:arti  the  heart(]<Zi'QTn ,  The  dtceiiful- 
17.  9.  )    is  deceitful  above  all  things  ,  q,  d.     there  is  not  fuch  ncfleof  the 

a  cunning  thing  as  it ,  not  a  thing  in  all  the  world  which  can  ^'^"* 

delude  us  io  eafily ,  fo  often  as  our  owne  hearts :  Owhat  ado 

have   we  with   our  felves  many   times  to  fpeake  a  little 

duty,  whatdifputes  oftimesagainlHt,  many  reafonings  muit 

be  anlwered  and  fiknc-cd,  before  we  will  yield  to  do  the  very 

worke  ,  fo  much  as  to  heue,  astopny  by  our  felves,  and 

with  others ,  and  to  ^ive  almes  &c:  And  then  if  the  wo^ke  be 

extorted  from  us ,  yet  what  pumping  before  any  water  comes , 

what  colli;  ion  ,  and  It  ikin_:>  before    afew  fparkes  of  fire  will 

fly  out  ?  my  meaning  is ,  much  ado  to  bring  our  hearts  to  our 

tongues,  our  aff .dion'?  ro  our  fervices,  without  vvhich  tliey  can- 

not'be  upright.  And  when  th^s  is  done ,  then  to  fct  up  rh-^  ri,;ht 

end  and  fcope ,  and  thiir  to  Isttlc  our  inrention  i^i\  and  pUine: 

O  ho  \  difficult  1  many  by   aimesand  indirect  ends  do*  oft^n  ^""^^^ 

prefent  themfelves,  that  it  is  with  us,as  with  boys  in  wridn  >,we 

draw  many  crooked  iines, or  as  with  them  in  a'chery,  we  flioot 

by-hither  or  bcyond,or  befide  the  ma  kuc  is  not  eafie  to  do  rovod        ,     - 

becaule  God  commands  it,  or  only  becaufe  he  m^y  be  glorified. 

2.  That  ' fritualy-efs  which  is  required  in  "^picht  motio.^.j;  I  tell  ' 

you  that  the  very  foule  mufl:  ^^  it  felfe,  if  the  heart  or.  way  he  The  '"pirhual- 
upri  ,ht :  not  only  His  lips  bur  his  fpirit  muft  pray  ;  not  only  his  ?^-*  ^^T^'^^*^ 
eare.bur  his  heart  mult  hcai  ?he  mull  nor  only  profefs  ai^ain^t  fin, !"  "P"  S^"^^ °^<** 
but  his  foule  mutt  hate  and  abhor  ir  ,  And  rbe^e  h  no  "revealed' ''    *' 
and  known  duty  to  which  his  very  heart  doth  not  firive  to  o- 
l^cy  :  yea,  and  the  ground   of  all  this  mufl  be  fpirituall  and  not 
carna',  from  God  and  for  God. 

Alluredly,  thefe  thin.:s  are  impoffible  to  an  evil'mqn, 
and  he  who  is  moft  good  ,fhall  confeffe  it  to  be  moil  hard  , 
to  be  plaine  with  God,  and  to  .-valke  evenly  bc:fore  mm.    " 

S.  Lii'dX^  toheufright  is  appffible  thi^ig^  a  msn  may  atraine^^  ^L"?''*?^'" 
unto  it ,  Nay  every  good  man  doth  attaine  unto  ir?  A^o.^h  was  ^  P''"^^^*  ^^^'"S 
upright  and  -talked  with  God ,  Ahraham  was  Hpright  before  him^ 
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Davtdktpt  him  from  his  fin,  and  he  did  ferve  the  Lord  in  up 
rightneffe  of  heart,  H^^f/^/^^  did  folikewife,  Rememkr  Lgrd 
that  I  have  w a Ikjd  before  thee  m  trmh^and  with  an  upright  heart:, 
^anl  ferved  God  In  all  good  confclence  ,  rvlllln^  to  live  honcjlly 
in  all  things?  Though  no  man  can  fay  that  he  doth  all  that  Cods 
commands  require,yec  he  may  fay  he  hath  refpefl  unto  themall  j 
and  though  none  can  fay  he  hath  nothing  in  him  , 
or  nothing  is  done  by  him  ,  which  the  law  of  *^od  doth  for- 
bid yet  he  may  fay  ,  1  hate  every  falfe  vyay  ,  and  fearch  me , 
O  L  ord,  it  there  be  any  way  of  wickednefle  within  me :  and  this 
is  upriu,htneffe: 

Ob,  But  you  will  fay  if  the  cafe  be  fo;  how  may  one  know 
that  he  is  indeed  upright? 
Bifcourfes  of       SoL  There  arc  many  difcoveries  of  it ,  I  pray  you  to  obferve 
wprighcneifc     them  ,and  try  your  fe.lves  by  them,  let  your  confciences  teftify 
for  you  before  the  lord  this  day. 

I .  If  a  man  be  upright,  he  will  fmfllyftrlvefor  an  Inward  re^ 
for^h  at  Ion  of  his  heart. 
The  upright      There  are  two  things  which  the  upright  perfon  doth  moft  loofc 
manmoft       ^^^  [^jg  God,and  his  heart.  The  Hypocritesf  as  our  faviour  te(ti- 
•nward  fi^s  )  they  are  for  the  outfide  ,  they  wafli  the  platters  and  the 

i«6)rBMition.     <^ups  >  and  beautifie  the  tombes ,  like  an  adulterefle  whofe 
~ "  care  is  to  paint,  and  to  fe t  a  faire  face  upon  the  matter;  ail  their 

care  is  tothe  eye  of  man :  how  to  be  feen  and  hard  ,  how  to  be 
well  thought  on  f  Nowuprightneffe  ismottly  for  the  heart 
andfpirit:  not  that  an  upright  perfon  fhould  or  doth  negled 
the  vvel-ordering  his  life  O  no  1  as  to  neglect  our  hearts ,  ar- 
gues hypocafie;fo  to  neglect  our  lives  argues  profancfTc. 

But  the  principle  care  of  uprightneife  is  the  reformation  of 
the  heart;  though  it  iookcs  to  the  cleanfing  of  the  hand,  yet 
principally  of  the  hearr,according  to  that  of  the  Apoftle,7^/». 
4*8.  Why  brethren,  it  well  knowesthn  the  heart  is  it  which 
God  looks  for  and  lookes  at ,  the  heart  is  it  which  uod  deli^^hts 
ili,if  that  be  right  and  true  he  is  pleafed  ,  thon  love  ft  trmh  tn  the 
inward  parts  ^  Pfa.  %i.the  upright  in  heart  are  his  d  light.  David . 
zjfull  in  this  concerning  his  heart,  VhL\  19  >  io»  rpith  my  whole 
heart  have  I  fought  theCyV.  1 1. 7  iry  word  have  I  hid  within  my  hearty 
that  I  might  not  finne  againfi  thee  ^  incline  my  hem  mto  thy  tefil-' 

mmes 
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monies  y  an  i  not     unto  covet  oufnsfs  Rom.  i.p.  God  is  my  mtnefs 
whom  I  ferve  with  myffint ;  the  heart  of  man ,  is  the  fountaine 
oflifeordeath,  and  every  thing  is  ftrongeft  in  the  heart  >  and 
moft  dangerous  :    fmne  in   the  heart,  is  worfe   then   in 
the   life   :(/.)    when  a  mans  heart   isfetupon    his  fin;  now 
Try   your  felves ,  in  this   particular :  what  care  have  yon  of 
your  hearts}  what  paines  do  you  take  with  them  ?you  many  times 
have  humble  looks ,  yea  but  have  you  not  rtill  proud  hearts  ? 
you  have  many  times  contented  words ,  yea  but  have  you  not 
iHll  impatient  and  dif contented  hearts/  you  have  many  times 
heavenly  difcourfepyea  but  have  you  not  ftil  earthly  and  worldly 
hearts?  what  doe  yon  with  them}  doe  you  not  let  your  hearts  iHll 
loofe?  do  you  not  give  them  way  to  be  filled  with  wicked  con- 
templations ,    vaine    imaginations  ,   filthy    inclinations , 
with  envy  ,  malice  ,  unbeliefe  •    or  do  you  mourne  under 
thefe  ,  do  you  ftrive  to  cleanfe  within :  is  it  not  fufficicnt  that 
your  outward  a6lions  look  well ,  unleffe  your  hearts  be  made 
bctter;0  if  this  heart  were  holy!  If  this  heart  were  humble !  If 
this  heart  were  heavenly  !  If  the  heart  were  believing !  The  hy- 
pocrite cares  not  though  the  thread  be  rotten  ,  if  the  colour  or 
gloffe  be  faire:  but  the  upright  perfon  he  is  more  at  fubftance 
then  iliew>  and  hath  more  to  doe  with  his  heart,  then  any 
thing :  he  would  have  the  law  written  not  upon  his  tongue, 
but  upon  his  heart  cleanfed  ,-as  well  as  his   life  beaud-  ...i 

fied. 

3.  li  a  man  be  upright -i  then  a  little  helinefs  will  not  ferve  his  IfamanbeSp^ 
turne^  he  is  not  contented  with  fome  meafurcs ,  but  ftrivesaf- right  then  3 
ter  perfeftion ,  fee  this  clearly  delivered  by  the  Apoftle  ,  in^i"|*  hollncflfe 
Phil.3.12.  Not  as  though  1  had  already  attained^,  or  were  already  Tg  /^°^  ^^ 
f^rfeEh^  hut  J  follow  after^if  that  I  may  apprehend  y  that  for  * 

yvhlchalfol  am  apprehended  ^  of  Jefw  Chrift  ,  V.  13,  I  count 
not  my  f elf  to  have  apprehended ,  but  this  one  thing  1  doe  ^  forget^ 
ting  thoff  things  which  Mr e  behind  ,  ani  reaching  forth  unto  thofe 
thmges  which  are  before,  V.  14,  Iprefs  then  torvard  the  mark^^for 
the  price  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrifl  Jefus  ;  V.  15.  Let 
US  therefore  as  many  as  beperfeU  h^  thus  minded ,  q,  d.  If  you  be 
upright,thus  will  it  be  with  you,  you  will  not  be  fatisficdwith  . 
fmall  beginnings,  with  received  meafurcs ,  but  you  will  reach 
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on  for   farther  conformity    to   Chrif}. 

There  is  a  difference  twixt  defires  of  holinefs ,  for  it  felfe  and 
God  ,  and  for  our  felves  and  ends:  An  hypocrite  could  be  con- 
tent to  have  as  much  ho-ineffe  ,  as  would  ferve  his  turne,  his 
owne  turne,  his  owne  enos;  as  a  tradcfmen  is  willing  to  be  at 
colt  that  his  apprentice  learne  to  w:it  and  cipher,  fo  much,  and 
fo  long ,  as  he  may  be  enabled  to  keep  the  accounts;  bat  he  will 
nor  be  at  coft  to  teach  him  the  excellency  of  writing  or  ciphe- 
ring .  But  now  the  upright  perfon  dzCvts  grace ,  and  holinefs 
for  God  ;  that  glory  may  be  brought  unto  him  ,  and  out  of  an 
intrinfecall  lovt  of  the  beauties  of  holiDeflb,and  for  the  firther 
rooting  oiit  of  fin,  And  for  the  better  Inabling  to  holy  fcr- 
vices  :    his  ends  are  publike  and  therefore  a  little    ferves 

wahsbyanup-      -^«  Ifa  man  be  upright ,  then  a  wamvill  walk^e by  anght  rule; 

figiiti  u!e.        be  orders  his  converiation  and  wayes  according   to  the  word  of 

God.  A  right  ordering  of  all  our  a6lions,  by  a  right  rule,  in  a 

right  way,by  right  perfons,ouc  of  ri^ht  principles,tbr  right  ends, 

thisisuprigh'neffe. 

An  uprfght  3 .  A  perfon  may  know  whither  he  be  upright  or  no  ?  by  the 

pcrfori  haih  a    con^ctonahU  dif^ofitlon  of  his  heart  ahom  allfinnes  ?  D  vld  fpeak- 

conformable      ing  of  fUwh  ,  who  were  mdefile  '  ,  Pfal.  1 19.  i.  And  fomht  the 

difpofition  of     ^^^  ^^;^^^  ^^^;^  whole  heart ,  v.  2.  he  addeth,  v.  2,  Thy  alfoe 

rearc  about  ail     ,        ...  j     u-    •  u  •  ■»  A  .     ^  ''^v/^ 

(jjjj^  domimqmty  y  q.d,  tnis  is  not  thci:  worke  ,  this  is  not  the 

thini:  which  they  do  approve  ,  or  ailow,  in  which  they  live  and 
walke;  finne  is  not  the  uprLht  mans  worke,  it  is  a  ftran^ 
work  ,  and  a  flranger  work :  and  David  being  to  ananife/i  his 
own  upri^htnefle,  faith  Pfal.  18.23.  /K^^j-^/yi/^jjr'V/jf  /'^/'tjr^ 
him-i  and  I  kjpt  my  f elf  fro^r^  Imquiiy  i  yea  Pftl  i  ip.  10  f .  /  have 
refrf.inedmy  feet  frcm  every  ev i II  w ^ly  :  lob  was  an  Mtrioht  man 
ene  that  feared  God ,  and  < f chewed  evlll ,  lou  I.I.  There  vvas  ne- 
ver any  hypocrite  living  but  his  heart  w  's  izX  e  ;  ic  d^\6  never 
condemn  all  fm  in  him :  perufe  the  fc ri;  tures,and  you  Hiail  read 
of  none  of  them  but  they  hid  fome  one  wiy  of  wicker'nefTe  ar 
other.  Jeh^  hid  hi^  calves,  notwithin.nHing  all  his  zealefor 
Cod:  Merod  kept  his  Hcrodits  ^  notwichilinding  all  hisfor- 
wa^dneiTe  andghdnefle  ,  and  reverrent e ro  hhn  ^H^ip'fl :  The 
JPlarifees  kept  their  covetoufneffe  notwithllandmg  all  their  for- 

mafi 
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mall  ftri6lnc{fe  and  n^owxxThe yonng  w^«  would  not  fel  ^I!,not- 
wit hf landing  all  his  profeifion  of  former  obedience  and  C^erti- 
onini^s ,  what  jet  Uck^l ;  Soe  on  the  contrary  ,  the  e  was  ne- 
ver any  pcrion  upright,  but  his  heart  made  Lonlcience  of 
all  lin  :  what  is  that?  that  is,  he  would  be  rid  of  all^he  would  not 
allow  himlelfc  in  any  one  ,  he  v^ould  noc  keep  up  the 
covenant  with  finne  ,  by  being  difpenfed  with  in  any  one 
particular. 

O^.  But  you  will  fay  ,  this  may  be  hard ,  for  who  can  fay 
my  heart  is  cleanc ,  even  the  jufi:  man  doth  fuine  feaven  times 
a  day. 

So/,  Beloved  you  miftake  me  ;  I  do  not  fay  that  tbi  >  is  a  fign 
of  uprightnefle ,  that  a  man  hath  not  fin  in  him,or  that  he  doth 
never  a^  fin  ,  Indeed  this  were  hard,  No  man  living  fhould 
be  upright  by  this !  But  I  fay  that  the  upri;hc  perfon  makes 
conicience  of  all  fin,he  fets  a  ainrt  all  fin,  he  oppofeth,  he  con- 
dcmneth ,  he  diiallowcth  all  fin,he  will  not  be  in  covenant  with 
any  finne. 

'  *  Oi?.  Yet  you  may  objecl ,  but  how  may  I  know  that  I  make 
conicience  of  all  fin?  ^  „^  . 

Soi.  I  will  not  infift  on  all  whl  h  m.ay  hz  fpoken,  onely  take  condrncTcf 
three  things ,  which  will  fhew  your  uprii^htn^iVe  in  a  conicience  all  fin. 
of  all  fin. 

I .  if  you  be  upright ,  yof4  will  makj  con[cience  af  fecret  as  vpeV  ^^^  ^'^'  ^^Ifc 
asopnfns.  Why  the  feare  of  man  ?  the  rei^ard  of  our  own  ere-  ^■'^'<^'^''^^-^-  |jf 

cir,  the  loveoFou-ownacVant.iges,  may  previile  vviih  an  e  as^opVnh^s. 
viil  man  ,  with  an  hypocrite  .  to  keep  in  ,  to  vvorke  crafri  y  ? 
Nor  to  fin  at  noon-day  ,  ro  hol--^  off  in  piblikc  ,  .ind  yet  the 
love  of  fin  prevailes  upon  him  with  e.^fe  V  to  A^rk  wi  ke^^'neffi 
in  the  dark  ,  in  private  ,  in  fecrc^c ,  f<^r  he  faith  none  (M-  h  f?e  , 
me;  an  hypocrite  is  a  fecret  finner,  {q,)  re^lrainrs  -^xz  th^rn  ta  c  i 
off.  B'lt  the  upright  perfon,  he  hares  m  hecaufe  ir  is  in,  nd 
therefore  he  doth  nor  zdi  it  heo-^ure  it  i^  iecret  ,•  c  de<  lin  ic 
becaiife  it  is  open,  hut  he-fhunsbo^^h  the  one  and  the  or  her, 
becaufe  thcry  are  both  finfuU  ,  Jobsi  hea.Yt  was  rot  ^■ccrrly  ^^tifei 
lob.  31.26,27.  Is  Davvim  hi^fannly?  there  k?///  her-.'  Ikj 
whh  an t^priaht hart  ,  PfnI.  io».  2.  Is  Is'eph  alonci ;  yet  he 
cl^r:s  '>-^ot  to  dofo  areat  a  rp;cksihe[s  ^mi  /tiiao^ahi<}  Gody  Qzn.:c), 

' :    '  Nay 
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iS[ay,  David  hatej  all  vain  thojights  Pfal.i  1 9.  And  Solomon  faith 
that  the  thoughts  of  the  righteotis  are  right ,  Prov.  12.^.  the  up- 
right perfon  ftrives  againft  fecret  inclinations,  and  would 
have  even  the  imaginations  call  downe  which  are  fcen  only 
by  God. 

2.  You  will  make  confcicnce  of  the  lenfl  fins^  fin,  we  do  ufually- 
divideinto  grofsjai^d  foule^and  into  lirtle,and  fmall;not  that  a- 
ny  fin  is  fmall  in  a  relation  to  the  rule;but  that  one  is  n  ot  fo  great 
and  halnous  in  comparifon  of  one  fin  with  another.  Now  where 
fins  are  reputed  grofs^and  foule^and  palpable,even  the  civil  man, 
and  the  formal  hypocrite  may  bevery  precire>very  confcionable 
jverytender,  but  for  lefTer  oaths,  for  ufual  ominfions,  for  trifFles, 
for  finful  atireS:,tor  fintul  affociating  with  lewd  and  vile  perfons, 
^c.  alas  thefeare  poor  thins/mall  things!  why  fhould  wc  ftand 
upon  them?  Nay  be  not  deceived,  God  is  not  mocked,  the 
mote  mull  be  plucked  out,  as  well  as  the  beam  ;  Davids  heart 
I         fmo-e  hlf^^fer  cutting  of  the  lap  of  Sanls garment ,  as  well  as  it 
rofe  againft  the  vile  counfell  to  cut  of  Sauls  life  ?  he  that  is  not 
faithful  in  the  lead,  will  not  be  faithfull  in  the  greatcft :  And 
that  man  who  will  difpenfe  with  himfelfe  in  fmall  fins ,  if  ocea- 
fionferve,  will  likewife  give  himlelfe  acommiflion  for  great 
tranfgreflions :    uprightneffe  knows  no  fuch  diftin(?^ion  (in  re- 
fpeft  of  approbation  and  allowance  )  twixt  great  and  fmall ;  it 
isprobable  that  Ananias  layd  down  a  great  part  of  his  eftate  , 
yet  herein  was  the  falfeneffc  of  his  heart,  that  he  kept  back  feme 
of  the  eftate;  Hypocrifie  doth  not  confift  in  this,that  a  man  doth 
wallow  in  all  fins ,  but  in  this ,  that  a  man  will  allow  himfelfe 
in  fome  fins  -  Now  cry  your  felves  in  this ,  confcionablenefle 
about  fmall  fins ,  even  leffer  fins,  Cto  upright  perfons )  are  ob- 
jects of  great  hatred,and  caufes  of  great  trouble. 

g.  you  will  make  confcience  ,  of  fms  which  are  in  a  fort  more 

connatural.  Though  every  fin  in  rcfpeft  of  the  original  princi- 

are  in^^fort      P^^  ^^  ^^"  ^^  naturall  to  man  in  his  corrupt  eftate,  yet  their  arc 

more  connacu-  fpecial  fins ,  which  have  b  refpedl  of  their  ablings  and  courfe, 

rail.  ^rao:e    immediate  favour  and  countenance  from  a  finner: 

Thofe  of  particular  inclination  :  and  thofe  of  cuftome  :  and 
frequent  praftife ,  and  thofe  of  a  mans  particular  condition  and 

cal- 
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eailing,and  chofe  of  prefenc  profit  and  pleafure, 

I  doe  conjedure  chut  there  is  fcarcc  any  one  man  living,un- 
leffc  he  hath  intircly  given  up  himlelfe  to Satanjwho  doth  calt  a- 
way  himlehc  upon  the  fervice  of  every  fin  whatfoever;and  that 
their  iq  fcarce  a  perfon ;  who  is  not  more  haunted  with  foine 
particular  finful  inclination  more  then  another. 

Now  where  the  heart  is  Hypocriricall  ?  though  it  will   pro- 
claime  defiance  againil  many  kindes  of  finnini;,yet  as  Naamm 
fpake  in  another  cafe  ;  fo  doth  the  hypocrice  concerning  iomo 
particular  lulls  9  omly  h  rem  the  Lord  be  mere  If  till  nnto  me  ,  In 
this  I  muft  be  f  pared  :  therefore  Zophar  fpeaking  of  the  wicked 
,  and  the  hypocritc,/<7^.20.5.  fie  faith^)  r^^f  w ickjd^/ejfe  is  fwe^.t  m 
his  fr.ourh^he  hides  it  under  his  tongue^  v,  1 2.  and    v.  l^,  thac  he 
fpares  it ,  and forfakes  it  not,but  keeps  it  ftiil  >\ith  in  his  iriouthj 
he  is  befottedand  intanglcd,  and  fees  himfelfe  unto  the  power 
offomcpleaiant  and  profitable  lufl  or  other,   and  no  word 
of  command  or  threatning,no  paffage  of  alflidHon  and  trouble, 
no  experience  or  fenfe ,  no  inward  accufation  and  rebukes  of 
con{cience,will  ever  be  able  to  draw  of  his  heart  from  it,  though  i 
the  Hypocrite  may  contend  againff  many  finnings^yet  he  never 
{lands  againft  the  fin  of  his  profit  or  pleafure  *  like  a  Fiflier  he 
may  throw  away  many  ofthefmaJI  fifhcs ,  but  he  keeps  thofe 
which  will  make  a  fale  and  merchandife.    But  now  if  tfie  heart 
be  upright,  then  a  marvellous  tenderneffe,  and  confcience  will 
be  found  in  thee,  even  againft  thofe  fins  which   formally  thou 
didft  love  as  dearly   as  thine  one  life.     Thou  will  fet  agiinlt. 
that  profitable  fin,  of  which  Bemetrins [aid-,  that  by  this  craft  1 
get  my  rvealtl'A  And  thou  will  fet  againfi  that  fin,  of  which  Heroi 
fpake,  that  (he plea' ed  him  greatly  ,  that  fin  which  formerly  was 
to  thy  affe6^ions ,  as  the  oyle  to  the  lampe  ^  and  as  Jofefh  to 
Jacob  ',  Now  thou  wilt  ftrive  agiinft  it ,  as  thy  only  choice  e- 
nemy  and  betrayer  of  thy  fotl-  and  falvation,,  D^ivid  (  if  I  mif- 
takenot,  and  Interpreters  deceive  me  not  )  made  this  a  tefli- 
mony  of  his  unrighrn?fre,in  Pfal.  18.  2^.  Iwas  upright  be-^ 
fere  him  y  an    kj ft  my  f elf e  from  ruine  iniquity ':,  Iniquity  may  be 
called  mine,  either  in  rcfpe6l  of  approbation  and  covenant  (  as  a 
man  may  fay  this  wife  is  mine,  i  his  Mafter  is  mine)  or  in  refpeft. 
^i  [fecial  mlimtion  5  fo  a  man  may  lay,  this  is  mine  iniquity  (/) 

that. 
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that  fin  to  which  aboue  all  other ,  i  hnde  my  felf  moft  apt  and 
ready  and  prone :  So  D.mu  here,  Ikept  myfdffrom  mine  inl^ 
qmtj  (i,)  fro:n  thv:  iniquity  into  which  I  am  naturally  fo  apt  and 
prone  to  fall  into  :  And  this  he  makes  as  an  ar^uncnc  of  his  iip- 
li^htneffe  ,  viz,,  that  as  he  did  not   hunt  after  other   Cms ,  fo 
when  his  rpeci.ili  corruption    id  incline  and  tempt,  when  thofe 
did  work  upon  hi  HjUnto  which  (if  hcfpake  but  the  kail  word  , 
andiave  the  ieaft  leave)  hisnaturali  inclination  would  have 
throughly  and  eauly  kindled  and  thruif  out  it  felf ,  yet  he  \vould 
not  harken,  but  did  oppo.e  ,  he  did  more  narrowly  and  pundlu- 
ally  watch,  and  bchge  his  heart  mthcfe. 
Let  ^  me  adde.ni  rightnefie  appeares  thus  about  fins? 
I.  It  will  endure  rryali.  Pia.  1 39.  Tr/  fr/e  O  Lord^and  fee  tf 
therrkeafyfwickj^^<^elsifie, 

•    2:, . It  v^  ill  often  try  it  felfe  ,  and  examine  it  felfcjleaft  any  fin 
fliould  fettle. 

5 .  It  fcares  it  felf,  and  is  fufpicious  ,  Mafier  it  is  7,  faid  the 
Difciple  f  and  lob  offers d  Sacrifice  ,  Ieaft  his  Sons  have 
finnedj, 

4 .  It  will  bkfle  God  for  being  kept  from  Cm^^s David  did  for 
ylhigalles  counfels. 
,5.  It  is  m.oft  fevere  againft  our  own  fins,  an  hypocrite i$ 
a  fevere  judge  of  others,  as  the  Phanfees  agamfl  Chrift',  but  an 
upright  perfon  throwes  the  firft  ftone  at  himfelf. 
^6,  It  condemnes  fin  in  all ,  in  parents ,  as  Jonathan  did  Sauls 
prejudice  ^^jsXn^David^  and  ^sj^icol;  did  feverely  judge  &  con- 
demn dn'mSim'o/i  andLfj;;-,  and  in  Rachel ;^nd  chv  the  Baptift 
did  in  Herodyznd  Chrifl  in  the  Pharifces  at  their  own  table. 

7.  It  grieves  for  its  own  fins,  yea  and  for  the  fins  of  o:hers,D^- 
vid  doth  not  only  water  hn  CQUch  with  his  ttares  for  his  owne 
fins,  but  alfo'i^V^rJ  of  tear es  ran  down  his  eyes^  bscatife  men  kjpt 
rtOt  Gods   Lave, 

.  p.  ^xi  ism.ore  moved  for  (ins  againft  God,  then  injuries  done 
un  o  our  (elves.,  r^^^-/^  cannot  bear  Goiiahs  blafphemies  and  re- 
proaches yet  can  bear^ ,  Shin-eis  %£4iings. 

9.  Abninencefufficeth  not  without  hatred,  hatred  fufficeth 
not  without  mortification. 
4.  Tryall  ofamansupriL^htnefe  ,  maj  be  his  Jiff  ojit  ion  ani 

temper 
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temper  ahont  hdy  duties  dnd  fervlces  }  Looke  as  a  mans  heart 
isfalfc  when  ii  pretends  a   refped  to  Cod,     and  yet  will  UprightneiTeU 
allow  k  felfe  in  any  fin  which  oflfcnds  God,  fo  is  ic  fahc  when  ^^^^^Jl^,-,^ 
norwithftanding    all  femblances    of  pious  obfcrvances  ,  it  ^n aboutMy '  I 

will  not  hz  wrought  upon  to  be  truly  and  incircly  obedient  to  juues.  I 

Cod  .  ^  '^ 

But  I  will  not  digreffe  :  I  conceive  there  arc  five  thin;:^s  a- 
bcut  our  duties  and  iorviccs  which  may  manife[t  the  uprightncfs 
of  our  hearts,  "z/Zi.  ^  ^  lafivc  thin^j. 

I.  UmverUitty }  Dnvid  did  take  this  for  a  fpeciall  teftimony  Unlvcrfally. 
of  his  uprightneir^;  that  le  had  rejpej:  mto  till  Gods  commands  , 
Pfal.  11^.  6.  and  Paul  thought  itfo,  viho  did  ex frcife  him- 
feife  to  have  ^rv files  a  ct^nfcience  voyd  ofojftnce  towards  (jod  and 
7Kan^h8t.'x^^l6,  ^0  Heb.  13.18.  vpe  maji-  trnfl  that  vet  have 
a  good  confclence  In  all  thwgSj  w'dhng  to  live  honeUly  ;  true  obe- 
dience  doth  neither  difputc  nor  divide,  it  is  given  unto  God,  up- 
on a  bare  command,  and  it  doth  not  crave  a  difpcnfation  in 
part,  where  Gods  commands  are  more  eafy ,  there  the  upright 
pcrfons  goes  on  with  chearfulnefle,  and  when  they  feem  ftranf> 
and  more  hard ,  there  alfo  be  goes  on  with  rcadineffe ;  Abra- 
ham is  refolvedto  obey  God  in  all  things,  though  it  be  to 
part  with  his  country,  yea  with  his  fonne,  the  rule  i%  good  and  * 

true ,  ^icqmd  frofter  deur»  fity  eqaallter fit:  he  who  doth  ferve 
and  obey  God,  for  God-?  fake  ,  will  equally  obey  all  that  God 
commands  him :  No  one  command  is  unjuft  or  unreafo- 
nable  to  him  whofe  heart  is  upright  in  obedience   I  Queftion  "> 

not  ,  but  that  thi  hypocrite  may  goe  very  far  ,  in  the  vifible 
parts  of  duties   and  ferviccs ,  you  may  finde  him   forward  and  - 

ftirring  and  not  a  little  boafting  viithjehu  ^  come  and  fee  my 
z>etiley  and  yet  if  Jehofaphat  ,had  gone  a  little  farther,  be  mipht 
have  feen  his  calves  too,  contrary  to  Gods  commands. 

An  Hypocrites  obedience  cannot  be  univerfall,  forafmuch 
as  bis  ground  ,  and  moti'^  es  are  particular:  this  is  a  truth  ,  that 
no  motion  exceeds  its  ^  motive :  according  to  the  ftren-^th 
and  amplitude  or  reftri^liveneffe  of  it,  and  a  man  fct  to  worke. 

Nov  the rcafons  and  Inducements  of  the  hypocrites  obedi- 
jcnce  arc  partial,  and  not  conjunctive  &  common,  he  may  come 
to  hearc  tht  word ,  and  he  may  receive  it  with  fin^ular  joy,  he 
,  Ec  may  ,_  ^ 
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Conftancy  of 
Simile 


may  findehis  af&ciions  marvelloufly  raifcd ,  only  the  que- 
fiion  now  is,  how  far,  and  upon  what  grounds  ?  verily  ,  only 
becaufe,  and  ©nly  fo  far  as  the  word  is  a  plcafing  word,io  far  as 
it  is  cloached  and  apparelled  with  a  fprufe  ele^^ancy  of  phr^Tc, 
or  with  fome  unufual  notions,  or  fome  delicate  elocution  > 
&c.  all  which  do  fit  his  hurnour  ,  and  claw  the  icch  off  his 
minde.  But  now  he  is  not  equally  delighted,  this  acce^itance 
©f  the  word  is  not  univerfal :  let  the  fame  vvord  be  delivered 
as  a  fearching,  and  dividin^^,  and  condemning  \vo:d,  then  it  i^ 
otherwife.  Now  you  fliaU  fee,  that  the  lliaking  of  the  tree 
will  nnake  the  rotten  fruit  at  the  core  (  vvhich  yet  looked  red 
and  rij>e  to  the  eye  )  to  fall  to  the  ground  :  iec  the  word  cone 
cloie,  and  lay  hold,  and  fearch  him  .to  the  qaick;  Nov  you 
fhill  iee  the  hypocrite  like  the  wounded  or  crazy  parc,though 
cloathed  as  fair  as  the  found  parts,  yet  ir  flri6tly  handled,  the 
party  cannot  endure,  he  cannot  abide:  ic,  he  grows  impatknc 
and  unquiet.  Touch  an  hypocrite  upon  the  maine  duty  ;  (7^, 
feith  Chrlflyto  the  yoixn§^  covetous  perfon,/r//  all  and  follow  me*, 
what  doth  he  now,  who  petcnded  he  had  done  all  before? 
the  text  faith,  he  -went  aw^y  very  forroivful^  Herod  heares 
John  BApljh  gladly  -,  and  did  many  things ,  yea,  but  it  is  not 
lawful  for  thee  to  have  thy  brothe-s  wife,raid  John  unto 
him,  how  doth  this  doilrine,  this  duty  go  do\ne  with 
him ,  iohn  loft  his  liberty ,  and  then  his  head  for  his  la- 
bour.. 

z.  C^n^^ncj  of  ohedlence  :  The  Phyficians  do  obferve  a 
difference  twixt  the  natural  and  preternatural  heatc  in  mens 
bodies  >  the  preternatural  heat  which  arifcth  from  dlRem- 
per,  may  be  more  for  the  prefenr ,  but  as  it  exceeds  for  mea- 
fure,  fo  it  'abates  for  time,  becaufe  the  natural  heat  is  a  more 
equal,  and  moderate,  and  durable  heat ,  every  part  hath  an 
equal  fhax ;  and  it  is  not  extreame  ,  and  yet  ic  continues : 
Thus  it  is  with  hypocrites  and  upright  perfons  in  the  matter 
of  obedience.  The  hyoocrice  may  (in  a  kinde  of  nrete-naru* 
ral  heat  )  he  may  in  a  fit,  in  a  prefenc  heat  fall  violently  upon 
duty,  upon  refolution  ;  O  what  a  man  vill  he  become,  how 
ihall  his  family  be  reformed  ;  and  now  he  will  read,  and  heir, 
^d  pray,  and  h?  will  leave  his  finne  5  hut  anon  he  hath  loft 

his 
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his  heat,  the  cold  fit  takes  him  ^  he  rcftraines  prayeij  he  layes 
afide  his  refolucions  ;  will  th  hj/focrite  j>ray  always  ? 

There  are  three  times  wherein  an  hypocrite  may  expreffe 
great  forwardneiVc  in  dutics,in  fervic^sto  God. 

1.  One,when  ftraits  of  confciencc  are  on  him,  and  the  fear 
of  death  are  ready  to  lay  hold  on  him  :  In  thtlr  affli^Hon  they 
foured  ont  a  payer  mto  me  ^  Efay  26.16.  Pharaoh  and  A^ 
hah  were  much  wi  ought  upon  in  their  exigences, ^P/^/.y^^.w/;^;; 
he  flew  them yt hen  they  i  oHght  hinr* 

2.  Another,  when  obedience  and  duty  are  not  dangerous, 
but  calme  and  commodious :  As  the  Samaritans ,  when  the 
fevps  profpered,&c.  Therefore  Chrirt  fets  out  an  Hypdcrltg 
by  that  gronnd  which  was  flony^  and  had  not  m'ich  earth -^  upon 
'which  the  feed  fell  ^  and  f^rthmth  fprang  uf  (  without  any 
more  ado  J  Matth.i^,^,  bm  whenthe  Snnne  was  up  ^  it  wax 
fcorched  and  withered  away  J  ver.  ^.  He  applies  it  to  hypo* 
crites,  who  hear  theword^and  receive  it  with  joy  ^vtx(Q  20, 
And  yet  this  endnreth  but  for  a  whiL^  for  when  tribulation  ,  or 
ferfecmion  arifth  becaufe  of  the  H^^rd^  by  and  by  he  is  offended, 
ver.  2 1 ..  If  C jods  fervice  be  fo  hot,  fo  dangerous ,  if  it  muft 
coft  him  hisliberty,  hiseftatc,his  friends ,  his  eafe,  his  ife, 
then  farwcl  it :  The  houfe  bmlt  on  the  J  anus  j  when  the  wind  a* 
rofey  it  fell,  Mat.7.27. 

3.  When  he  hath  fome  props,  or  in  the  prefence  of  others. 
Many  do  duties  while  Mofes  is  prefent ,  or  Jeholadah  lives  , 
or  the^W  Judges  continue  ;  but  if  Mofes  be  abfent,  then 
the  Jfraeliies  turn  Idolaters  y^indi^Jehoiadah  dies,  then  f<^ajh 
is  naught,  and  if  the  Judges  diQ^then  the  Ifraelltes  do  what  is 
rtght  in  their  own  eyes. 

But  where  the  perfon  is  upright ,  there  the  obedience  is 
coniiant,  i  e  doth  righteonfnefs  at  all  times ;  Taul  ferves  Chrift 
in  farting  and  prayer,  in  bonds  and  affli6lion ,  and  many  tem- 
ptations :  and  Job  who  wa<?  an  upright  perfon  ,  by  Gods  own 
tcftimony,  ehap.i.i .  he  followed  God  continually ,  v.  ^.  and 
thouf^h  tnat  Satan  thorjpht  that  hard  exigences  would  have 
turned  him  off  from  his  obediential  courfe  ,  yet  he  did  ftill:' 
cleave  to  God  ,  after  the  loffe  of  cattel,  ana  eftate,  and  chil- 
dren,  yet  you  may  read  his  conftancy  ,  chap.  2.3.  The  Lord 

Ee  2  faid 
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fa  id  unto  Sat  art  y  h^fi  thoHconJi^ered  my  fervant  Joh^  that  there 
is  fiom  iiks  him  in  the  earth  l  af.rfe^  and  upright  man^  on: 
that  feareth  God^  andefchewetb cv'il  y  and  flill he  hoUs  fafl his 
integrity  tab  hough  thsH  move  ft  me  agalnjthim^  Yet  miflakc 
not  the  righc  compaffe  ofconrtancyin  obedience,  as  if  there 
were  no  ail  of  difobedience ,  as  if  a  man  were  not  uprichc, 

,  imlefle  there  were  an  inviolable  fuccelfion  of  difobedience  in 
every  thing,  which  he  doth  at  every  moment ;  O  no  !  I  know 
no  fuch  kinde  of  conftant  obedience  which  is  exempted  from 
all  interruption  ,  but  the  conftancy  of  his  obedience  lives  in 
an  oppofition  to  fits ,  and  ftirts,  and  imports  the  courfc  and 
bent  of  his  life,  which  is  always  to  walk  with,  and  to  obey 
God.  ^ 

^inaplicicy  of        5.  Simfllcity  efohdlence  :  zs  Szint  AnJUne    didinguirtieth 
r  «b«diCBcc.        of  a  love  of  God,  that  one  may  love  God /or  Goi^  and  a  man 

may  love  God  for  hlmfelf*^  the  fame  doth  hold  in  ferviceand 
obedience,  a  man  may  fervc  God  for  God ,  and  ferve  God  for 
himfelf.  Doth  Job  ferve  God  for  naught}  Job  i.  that  I  con- 
Kffe  may  be  truly  a  friend  of  an  hypocrite,  who  hath  an  eye 
cnlyto  the  wages,  like  the  (y^'rw^^/ in  their  warres^do  no- 
thing without  pay  :  The  unfound  heart  will  fquare  out  his  work 
according  to  the  pay  ,  his  eye  is  much  upon  this ,  how  will 
this  make  for  my  profit  >  how  will  it  advance  my  pleafurc,  my 

credit?  thefe  things  fire  and  inflame  an  unfound  heart ;  come 
to  fuch  an  heart,  and  fay,  fuch  or  fuch  a  thing  is  to  be  done : 
For  itis  Godscxprelfewill,and  it  will  make  for  his  glory: 
thcfe  (alone)  are  cold  motives ,  and  weak  inducements  to  a 
•  falie-heartcd  perfon.     But  come  and  fay,  God  will  have  you 

to  do  it,  and  if  you  do  it,  you  fhallbe  highly  thought  on,  you 
Sfianlr,  ^^'^^  ^  efteemed  for  it,  you  fhall  have  much  applaufe  ,    you 

may  hap  to  get  well  by  it,  why  ?  now  the  unfound  heart  (Hrs 
as  the  iTiip  ,  which  hath  ^ot  a  right  winde  to  diive  it,  and  car- 
ry it  on.  But  the  upright  perfon  is  fimple  in  his  obedience; 
a  mked  command  is  reafon  enough  for  him  to  obey  ,  and 
Grufs  glory  is afufficient  motive;  If  a  fervan:  be  faithful  in 
his  tai^'oridgc :  why  ?  it  is  enou'.h  to  him  in  the  mana^in^ 
Qf  bufinefliir if  he  can  fet  forward  his  mailers  llock  ,  his.pro- 
fpcrity.is  all  that  he  locks  on  :  And  thus  is  uprighcneffe  dc- . 

fcried 
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fcried  in  our  obedience ,  when  we  minde  God  above  our 
felves,  when  God  alone  is  caufe  enough  of  our  obedience  unto 
God, 

Slfiefl,  How  may  one  know  that  he  looks  not  achimfelf,  but 
at  Gods  commands. 

^nfw.  Thus,  I.  By  his  cordial  blcfTings  and  rejoycings  at 

the  good  done  by  others,  whereby  God  hath  glory,  though  he 

be  not  the  inlirument ,  as  PahI^  Phil .  i  .  i  8,    2 .  By  his  a6ling 

for  God  under  dilgraces  and  difcouragements,  as  D^://W,  and 

'  the  three  children. 

Though  our  fervices  may  want  encouragement  from  world- 
ly motives  ,  nay,  though  they  meet  with   many  difcourai;e- 
ments  and  prejudices  to  us  ,  yet  ||| that  by  them   God  may 
receive  giory  ,  and  1  may  cxprefle  my  obediential  refpe^jjl  to 
him  ;  here  is  winde  enough  to  fill  my  larks ;  1  dare  not  do  it, 
becaufe  God  forbids;  I  will  do  it,  b!ecaufe  God  commands; 
1  will  not  ceafe  to  do  it ,  though  I  receive  frowns  and  lolTe , 
but  will  hold  on  to  do  it ,  bccaufe  Gods  receives  glory ,  this 
IS  (implicity  of  obedience,  and  this  argues  the  perfon  to  be 
upright:  /'^^Z fpeaketh  of  this  fimpfeity  of  obedience,  for 
his  own  part  in  the  exercile  of  his  Miniderial  fundlion  which 
hevveil  joynes  with  Gooly  f.ncerity^  2  Cor. 1. 1 2.  and  verily  fo 
it  was  with  him,  that  the  hvf  of  Chrlfi  was  fufficie/it  to  con-- 
ftr^i^.e  h:MyZ  Cor ^$*  i^.   And  he    s's^ni  throngh  good    nr.'d 
through  bad  re^orti  yea,  and  hevvas  not  dircouragedby^//r/:f 
bonds  vphichdid  a'tcnd  him  ,  nor  conmed  he  hts  life  deare  for 
Chrifi ;  it  was  all  on^  to  himfo  that  Chnll  mi^hc  b-  magni- 
fied ,  whether  by  lif\  or  whether  by  death, 

4^  SprttHflhy  of  obedience  :  ih^Tt  is  a  twofold  ii^ling  of  di>  Spirituality  ©£ 
tie.  obedience* 

One  iscarrral^  when  we  do  them  as  cridinary  works,  as 
wo"ks  of  cou:-fc  ,  the  meere  material  a6ling  of  them  fufficeth 
I's :  fo  that  v%e  fay  fomevv or Js  it  mikes^apri^yer,  fo  chat  we 
give  fome  money,  ir makes  up  our  ch.uityrfo  rhic  we  be  a-c 
Church  it  makes  up  our  hearini^,  fo  that  we  lo  over  a  chapter 
it  make?;  up  onr  reading-fo  that  we  (luJy  and  f^eak  a  Serm'n; 
ir  makes  up  o\  r preaching ;  fo  that  wc  e;t  no  ineit,  rh's  m.^kcs 
up  fjftin^-.  It  mntrers  not  what  melody  and  h: nr*ony,fo  fharsj^jl,^ 
we  touch  the  r£rin;.s.  Anorhcr 
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Another  is  fflrltualy  when  duties  are  performed  in  an  o- 
bedienceto  God  ,  becaule  he  commands  them,  and  aifo  the 
very  heart  and  foul,the  fpirii  and  the  affeftions  acl  themfelves, 
they  co-operate  with  our  iervices :  the  defires  of  our  fonts  is 
to  the  remembrance  of  thee  ,  or  as  David -^  with  my  whole 
htan  have  I  fm^ht  the%  When  a  man  can  fay  as  Panl^  whom 
Ifervs  with  my  fpirit  ^  Rom.  1.9.  or  as  D^vidfmyfsul  praife 
tkopi  the  Lord  ,  ayjd  all  that  is  within  me  praife  his  holy  name  , 
Pfal,io3.  or  with  3/.^r/,  my  f&ul  doth magmfie  the  Lord  ^  and 
mjr  fpirit  dsth  re  Joyce  in  Goimy  Saviour  ,  Luke  2.  or  as  the 
ApoBle  faith,  i  Cor,  14  15.  /  will  fray  with  the  fpirit^  and 
with  the  under f-  an  ding  alfoy  I  willfing  with  the  fpirit  y  and  I  will 
fingwith  tie  underfi-anding  4jf^,oras  Chrifl^  (iilh^thoH p^alt love 
the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart -^  and  with  all  thy  foul  y  and 
with  all  thy  might. 

An  hypocrite,  he  may  do  fo  much  about  duties  as  may  ma- 
nif^ft  the  excellency  of  his  dfts ,  but  hedotH  not  that  about 
duties  which  argues  the  efficacy  of  grace  ,  he  may  be  hi:^h  and 
admirable  in  the  vifibie  parts ,  in  the  very  works  he  may  hie 
upon  as  ample  and  pertinent  phrafes  in  preaching,  and  fwect 
exprefTions  in  praying  as  another :  his  lips  may  draw  neare , 
but  yet  his  heart  is  far  ofF,it  can  iuffice  him  to  do  fervicc  to  the 
eye  of  man. 

-  But  tn upright  perfon, there  is  fire  and  incenfe  in  his  fa- 
crifices :  he  muft  prefent  living  and  reafonabie  fervices:why?if 
he  hears,and  not  wiiii  attention,not  with  reverence ,  not  with 
fear,  not  with  faith,  he  is  greatly  troubled  :  he  knowes  that 
Godmurtbe  fervedwith  godly  reverence,  and  feare :  for 
preaching ,  let  himfpeak  as  the  Oracles  of  God  ,  i  Pet.4.1 1, 
If  I  do  this  willingly y  1  have  a  reward  ,  i  Cor.  9.  17.  fee, 
J  Th^fi,^  If  he  prays,  and  his  mjnde  be  drawn  afide  by  di- 
ftraftions,  and  his  affe<^ions  work  not  withforrow,  hope, 
with  earnert  defire,  and  fo  me  confidence,  he  accounts  that  the 
work  is  not  done  ,  he  hath  faid  fomethin^,  but  he  think"?  he 
hath  not  prayed.  Tistrue(andheconfe{reth  fo  much)  that 
the  caufe  of  acceptance  of  all  fervices  is  in  Chrift,  yea,  but  he 
mull  ferve,  and  ftrives  to  ferve  the  Lord  with  all  his  heart ;  he 
looks  to  the  manner  of  fervice  on  his  part:  In  fingleneffe  9f 

hearty 
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hearty  asunto  Chrlfl^nQtrfttheye-fcrvicej&c.  Epb.^,^>6,  fcc 
^^flai.  12.8.  I  John  ^,  Thou  doeft  faithfully  whacfoever  thou 

docft, 

5.  Htimility  of  obsdience  i  why  .<*  this  doth  argue  the  up- Humlliry  of 
ri^htncffe  of  a  pcrfon.    There  is  no  perfon  more  proud  of  his  obedience, 
work  then  an  hypocrite:  Chrif}  tells  us,  that  he  cannot  give 
an  almes,  but  the  trumpet  is  prefently  at  his  mouth. 

There  are  two  things  which  may  bjfal  a  man  upon  the  per*- 
formaace  of  any  holy  duties. 

One  is  rejoyciKgy  and  this  is  hwful,  when  God  hath  enlar-* 
ged  my  heart  in  prayer ;  when  he  hath  quickned  me  in  his  fer- 
vice,  raifed  my  affedlions  ,  animated  my  faith,  alfifted  me 
more  then  ordinary  againfl:  my  dulneiie  ,  diftra(^ions,  unbe- 
lief, temptations,  I  may  rejoyce,  my  heart  (liould  be  raifed  to^ 
blefre  the  Lord,  and  (in  foine  cafiH  to  fpeak)  of  this  his  good- 
nefs  to  his  ^lory. 

Another  is  ^^^y?/»^,  when  a  man  (like  the  cock)  claps  the 
wing  upon  his  own  body :  when  he  fets  out  himfelf  the  more,  / 

deales  with  others  more  to  admire,  him,  to  cxtoll  hi  n ,  when 
he  bleffeth  himfelf,  ani  b^ftows  the  honour  of  all  his  per- 
formances upon  himfelf. Now  this  isbafe,  and  arL;ues  that  the 
heart  is  not  upright ,  but  che  upright  heart  doth  all  the  holy 
perform;^nces  by  its  m'afters  iirength,and  for  it  mailers  glory ; 
when  It  is  to  do  duty ,  k  b^ggcs  for  Gods  grace ;  when 
it  hath  done  duty,  it  gives  C  od  the  glory  r  i  Chron,  29,  i^. 
JVorv  therefore  O  Lo^^d  our  Gody  we  thankjhes  ,  and  fralfe  thy 
glsriom  nam^  ,  ver.  1 4.  Bnt  who  am  /,  and  what  is  my  feo^le^ 
that  wefhonLi  be  ihl-  io  offer  fo  wiil'mgly  after  this  fort  ,  for  all 
things  come  of  thee  ,  a;nd  ofthwe  ovpn  have  we  given  thee  ?  Like 
^  f'rirhful  fervant  who  craves  direction  how  to  fell  nnd  trade ; 
And  when  rhat  isdon^  ,  the  money  rvhich  he  takes ,  he  purs 
in'-o  his  Made rs  coffer :  Nay,  more  then  all  thi>,  the  up- 
right heart  doth  much  feare  it  fclfe  ,  leall  by  any  meane>  ic 
fhoulH  finder  any  part  of  God^  9lo7by  vvell-doifi;,  let  any 
praiiC  from  mnn  come  near :  O  faith  the  upright  perfcn,  what 
nave  I  which  I  hive  not  received  ?  Not  /,  bm  -he  grace  of  God 
in  mt  i  ic  is  but  duty,  and  th.^r  notdonefo  T!urh,or  fo  wcH  as 
is  reqiii-ed:  fo  rhat  God  will  pardon  my  failings,  and  accept 
of  me  in  Chrift,  it  is  "Enough.  Qh\^ 
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O^j.  It  is  true,  that  upon  fome  cxtriortlinary  a6lings,  even 
an  upright  hcirt  may  feel  fome  fet^ret  thoughts  of  felt  apphufc 
and  oftcncation. 

SoL  But  thefe  are  felt  as  tcaiptatin65 ,  as  fnares,  and  re- 
fifted,  yea,  and  fuch  fecret  flies  caufc  many  tears  to  be  caii 
after  finguhr  performance;  but  the  hypocrite  he  doth  fcek 
praife  and  accept  of  it ,  h^  loves  the  praiie  of  men,and  knows 
how  to  cry  up himfelf ;  Ef^,m':?jo^da4  went  weeping  becaufc 
of  tht  vain- glory  of  ycfierdays  vi6iory  and  triumph  2  the  hy- 
pocrite is  proud  even  of  hi^  humility. 
An  upright  J    A  fifih  trial ,  whether  a  man  be  upri-ht  or  no,  is,  If  the 

pcrlon  the  bent  ^^^^  andpurfo^'ii  of  his  ht/irt  he  mto  Goo  :  Meer  particular  a- 
of  his  hearth  ^'^^'^^^  do  not  conclude  (either  way  )  the  eftatc  of  the  foule: 
onto  God.  An  hypocrite  may  do  iome  good  adit,  and  an  upright  perfon 
may  do  fonie  (inful  aft;  But  that  which  even  in  fuch  Cafes, 
may  tcflifie  unto  a  msn  his  upri^htneffc,  is  the  true  bent  and 
purpofe  of  the  heart :  Look  which  w^y  the  heart  is  fet ,  and 
purpofed  in  the  habitual  temper  of  it,  th.u  doth  convince  ei- 
ther of  hypocrific  or  of  upri^hmeffe. 

By  the  heart  of  man  I  nlean  the  foul  in  its  principle  facul- 
ties :  as  the  mind  or  underftanding,  and  the  will  with  the  af- 
feftions ;  If  God  hath  thefe,  thenaffuredly  the  man  is  upright; 
when  a  man  can  fay^  in  refpecft  of  his  minde,wirh  7'^/^/,Rom, 
7.12.  TheY^Aipo  16  holy^and  the  Commandment  holy  ^  juft  and 
^ced^vCT.lS,  I  co^jerd  UKto  the  Law  that  it  is  ^sod :    or  with 
JDw-j/ii/,  Pfal.  119.  1:8.  I  eftccm  all  thy  precepts  co»c:rmng  aH 
things  obe  upright ;  when  he  can  fay  in  refped  of  his  will  and 
affe6lions,  with  P.:;r/,  willing  to  live  hnejhlj  In  all  things^ 
Heb.  13.  with  him  again  ,  Rom,^,i%,  to  will  isprefent  with 
me^  vcr.  Tp.  the  good  thAt  1  w^nld  do^  v.22.  /delight  In  the  Law 
cf  the  Lord  fifter  the  Inward  man  \  or  with  D^vld-,  I  dtfire  to 
do  thy  will -iO  my  God^  yea,  thy  Law  u  within  my  heart  ^  Pfal. 
^0.%,  j^ndthiH  artmy  God\  I   have  deter mlr^ed   to   ksep  thy 
7??i/rV,Pfal.  I  ip.     This  in  Scripture  is  fomctirf.es  failed  a  pre- 
paring of  the  heart  to  feek^  9^^  y  ^^  Jehojhap/at ,    1  Chron, 
1 9. 5 1 .  a»d  a  cle^'ivu.g  to  God  with  pnrpofe  of  i eart^  Aft.  11.  25, 
all  which  intimated  u'pnghtnefs. 

But 
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But  you  may  reply  ,  if  upiightneffe  may  be  truly  difco vcrcd 
by  the  bent  of  the  ncart,  then  the  vilcil  perfon  may  be  up- 
right >  for  they  confidently  affirm  that  they  meane  no  hurt , 
their  dcfires  are  good' ,  tkcy  would  know  more ,  they  would 
believe  and  repent ,  and  leave  their  fins ,  yea,  they  do  ftrivc  to 
enter  t^n  at  the  ftraic  gate. 

To  this  lanfvver. 

Firft,  if  any  man  who  hath  been  wicked ,  doth  now  findc 
the  purpofe  and  bent  of  his  heart  fct  for  God ,  that  the  de- 
fires  of  his  foul  arc  unfeignedly  to  plcafe  God,  1  iliould  not 
doubt  but  God  had  changed  this  man,  and  his  heart  were  now 
made  upright. 

But  fecondly,  1  conjefture  that  no  wicked  man  doth, 
or  can  have  this  bent  and  purpofe  of  heart  to  pleafc 
God  ,   CO  cbey  God  in   all  things;  for  it  imports  thefe 

things; 

1 .  An  inward  defire  joyncd  vyith  love,  Pfal.i  19.  Oth^t  my 
ypayes  were [o  dlreUed^t hat  I  might  k^ef  thy  ft atmcs.  But  then 
afterward,  thy  Law  is  my  delight, 

2.  An  habitual  inclination  ,  not  a  pang  of  the  foul ,  not  a 
mood,  not  a  fit  of  an  ague,  not  a  flafh  of  lightning, 
not  as  the  morning  dew  :  But  my  [ohU  hreakjth  for 
the  longing  that  it  hath  tinto  thy  yudgements  at  all  times  ,  Pfalm 

119.20. 

Thirdly,  an  a6livc  purpofe ;  Herein  I  da  exercife  or  endea^ 
vcur  my  fe/f  ffaid  Paul  )  AdiS  24. 16,  though  the  purpofe 
in  an  upright  man  doth  exceed  his  adions ,  yet  there  is  fome 
adive  and  working  ability  with  his  purpofe^  he  will  be  doing 
fervice  to  all,to  God.  It  is  with  evil  men  in  their  purpofes,  as 
with  dilate ,  he  was  purpofed  to  let  Chrift  go  ,•  but  yet 
he  gave  fentence :  fo  they  pretend  a  purpofe  to  pleafc 
God,  but  fiill  live  in  their  finnei ,  and  do  not  ftirre  up  thcm- 
(elves  at  all ,  to  all  the  means  by  which  they  may  get  grace 
and  ftrength. 

6,  There  are  many  other  tryals  which  I  ftiall  but  mention 
unto  you,  x;.j;. 

I .  The  upright  perfon  wilUxot  baulk  the  grcatcft  duty ,  nor 
the  Icatt  fins, 

FE  a.Hc 
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2.  He  willferve  God,  though  alone,  J<?/^. 24.1  ^. 

3.  His  care  is  to  order  his  converfation  by  the  word,  that  s 
his  rule. 

4.  His  motives  which  fets  him  to  work  ,  are  direct :  not 
the  breath  of  the  people,  praife  of  man ,  love  of  himfelfe: 
It  is  a  great  matter  to  obferve  what  fets  the  fouie  on 
work. 

5.  His  deareft communions  arefecret. 
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SECT.  IV. 

Second  life  of  this  point  fhalibe  ^ot  comfort  tofuchas 
are  upright :  There  arc   many  fwect   comforts  which 

For  comfort  to  may  greatly  revive  and  chear  up  fuch  as  are  uprightjl  will  touch 

fuchasarc  up-  fome  of  them  at  this  time. 

right.  i^  One  comfort  is  this,  that  there  is  a  gracious  acceptance 

of  their  weak^fervlces :  The  King  of  Perjia  did  lovingly  accept 

There  is  a  gra-  the  poor  mans  handful  of  water,  and  put  it  into  a  golden  vef- 

cious  accep-     fel ,  and  gave  him  that  veffel  of  gold.  To  fet  this  on  ,  Con- 
tancc  of  their    ^^^ 

wcakc  fervices.      ^-^^^^  ^j^^^.  ^jj  ^^j.  j^^i^  fervices,^/^/  are  the  tlthes(3isit  were) 
cf  our  graces  y  the  rents  of  our  helps,a  certain  homage,  which 
we  trmg  in    to   God:   they  are  fuch  expreilions  or  adH-- 
ons  by  which  we  drive  to  bring  God  glory,  and  to  picafe 
him. 

Secondly,  that  the  be flfer vices  are  Imperfeci :  as  no  man 
doth  fo 'much  as  he  fliould,  fo  the  beft  Chrirtian  doth  not  fo 
well  as  he  fhould  ;  Look,  as  the  higheft  grace  is  ffill  in  dzhSty 
fo  the  moft  folemn  duties  are  (iill  m  default.  It  is  with  ths 
beft  man  in  duty,  as  with  the  Moon,  though  ic  be  at  the  full, 
and  fhincth  mo/l  clearly,  yet  even  then  it  hach  its  fpots ;  fo 
when  tBe'heart  is  molt  enlarged  with  intentions  and  heaven- 
ly affedions,  there  is  yet  fome  contrary  rvvan^e  ,  or 
fome  fhortnefifc  j  fome  blpiiiliableneffe  notvvithftand- 
ing. 

There?- 
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Therefore  .^^r^^  was  not  only  to  bear  the  iniquities  of  the 
people,  but  he  was  alfo  to  bear  the  iniquity  of  the  h^ly  ojfer^ 
ings  y  Exod.28.38. 

For  as  it  was  with  Jacolf  after  his  carneft  ftrugling  with 
the  -^nael^  he  arofe  with  a  lame  and  halting  thi^h  ,  fo  is  ic 
with  all  of  us,  both  in  and  after  our  mod  affe;Sionate  per- 
formances ,  we  are  weak  in  our  feet :  that  is  nor  good  which 
is  done  by  a  good  man  ;  and  though  he  doth  much  which 
God  doth  reward,  yet  he  doth  nothing  fo  compleatly ,  but 
God  needs  in  fomething  or  other  of  it  to  pardon  and  cover. 
Not  only  our  finnes  can  accufe  us  >  but  fome  Jfinfulneffe  in 
our  beft  adions :  ,no  man  prays,  or  heares,  or  reades,  or  afts 
any  fervice  of  piety  or  charity,  in  that  full  and  ample  emi- 
nency  or  integrity  of  degrees,  but  th.;c-  he  may  with  the  El- 
ders in  the  %eveUtloi7s ,  caft  thefe  Crowns  down  to  the 
ground.  • 

Thirdly,  that  by  reafon  of  thefe  imjsrfe^lom  In  dntlss^  there 
is  more  reafon  (in  aftrid  way  of  JuUice)  thaf  ^  od  Jhonfdffr- 
je6l  all-i  then  that  he  fhoald  acctp  of^yiy  thing,-  V? .      .  J ,   .. "  ]  \  > 
Beloved,  it  is  granted,  that  God  doth  not  rejeft  t6e  fcrvi- 
ces  of  his  fervants ;  nay,  as  he  doth  require  them ,  fo  he  will 
accept  of  them,  and  reward  them  ;  but  this  is  not  for  the  dig- 
nity of  the  fervant,  but  from  the  gracioufneffe.of  the  Mafter. 
For  if  God  Ihould  anfwer  any  imperfed  fervice  (yea ,  that 
which  hath  but  a  very  little  ,  and   particular  imperfection  > 
fuppofO'  them   to    be  fome    contrary  tranfient   thoughts  , 
or  fome  thinner  indifpefitions  hanging  about  us  in  our  du- 
ties )  I  fay  if  God  fhould  anfwer  them  from  the  court  of 
purejurtice ,  you  fhould  finde  that  the  mixture  of  a  little  f}i;i 
would  ea/ily  cry  down  the  acceptance  of  much  good.T he  moft 
good  which  I  brin^  in  my  fervices  it  is  but  duty ,  and  the 
leaft  evil  which  1  bring  is  befides  the  duty,and  the  evil  in  du- 
ty, be  not  able  to  make  that  part  which  is  good  tp  he  bad,yet 
it  is  able  to  fhut  out  the  fervice  from  acceptance,  becaufe ,  by 
reafon  of  that  evil,the  fervice  is  not  fo  good  as  God  may  and 
doth  require,  if  he  fhould  ftand  with  us  upon  tearms  of  ftrift 
Juftice. 

But  then  fourthly  ,  thcugh  there  be  wany  imperfe^lo^s  cleA- 
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ving  to  the  fervices  ofmtn^  yet  if  thy  he  upright ^God  mil  (for 
allthctn)^r^c-/W^/Z7  accept  of  their  fervices.  Thou^.^h  I  pray 
(znd  with  many  diftradtions/'  and  though  1  heare  (  and 
mthin  my  interpretations^  yet  if  I  be  upright  in  the  per- 
formances of  thefe  (/ .)  if  my  heart  be  for  C^od  (indeed)  un- 
der thefc  that  I  bring  in  the  truth,  and  prefent  ftrength  of 
my  fpirit,  with  all  humble  refpe6l  to  Gods  commands,  and 
unfeigned  integrity  of  aiming  at  Gods  glory,  the  fervices  are 
gracioufly  accepted  with  God. 

Yea,  though  I  cannot  alwayes  ufc  fo  many  words  in  prayer 
though  cxpreffions  are  not  fo  many  at  this  time  as  at  another; 
my>  though  I  finde  not  that  livelihood  and  chearfulnefs  now 
as  heretofore,  yet  ifthe  heart  be  upright,  the  fervice  is  done 
and  accepted.  There  are  two  things  which  may  affurcagood 
man  that  his  fervices  are  accepted. 

One  is/^/V/>,whenheprefents  his  fervices  in  the  name  of 
Chrift:  look,  as  every  (inner  needs  a  Mediatour  of  redemption, 
fo  every  good  man  fiill  needs  the  fame  ChriR  as  a  Mediatour 
of  intcrceffion  for  his  fervices :  And  though  fervices  (as  done 
by  us  )  can  finde  no  favour ,  yet  ts  prcfcnced  by  Chrift ,  they 
are  alwayes  a  fwect  favour  before  the  Lord ,  he  is  that  t/ingel^ 
who  hath  a  golden  Cenfer ,  and  hath  much  incenfe^which  he  of^ 
fersy»ith  the  prayers  of  all  Saints  before  the  Throne  ,  Rev,  8,  5.. 
though  our  fervices  be  but  weak  tcftimonies,yet  Chrifls  inter- 
ceflionis  a  ftrong  and  mighty  ingratiating  both  of  our  perfons 
andadlions. 

Another  is  uprightnefje  \  when  the  heart  is  true.and  plain 
in  what  it  doth  :  Beloved,  remember  this,  that  as  God  doth 
not  refped  the  ftrongeft  parts ,  which  are  paffiue ,  as  I  may  fay, 
and  are  idle,  fo  he  doth  not  rejc6i  the  meancft  abilities ,  if  up- 
rightly imployed.  No,  not  the  day  of  fmall  things  is  defpifed 
by  him;  if  the  flax  be  fmoaking,  though  it  flame  not,  he  will 
not  quench  it,  that  is,  he  will  not  only,not  flight  it,  but  cherifli 
and  accept  of  it,  2  Or.8.1 2.  The  widows  mite,  the  cup  of  cold . 
water  was  accepted. 

If  a  man  can  truly  fay.  Lord,  I  would  believe  more  ftedfaft- 
lyifl  could,  and  I  fl:rive  to  believe ,  and  I  would  pray  bet- 
ter, if  I  could,  yet  as  well  as  1  can ,  1  now  prefent  my  fuppli- 

cations . 
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cations  before  thee,  I  would  ferve  thee  more  fully ,  more 
intirely,  that  is  thedc/ire  of  my  foul,  and  my  endeavour,  it  I 
had.  vvberevvichal,  thou  fhouldft  have  a  better  heart,  more 
lively  aftecHons ,  more  ample  and  chearful  duties,  all  fKould 
be  better,  if  I  had  a  better  power :  I  fay  that   nor-vithftand- 
ing  the  many  imperfections,  yet  this  uprightncffe ,  this  holy 
frame  of  acompleatand  a6live  will  (^wherein  all  the  powers 
of  the  foul  are  bent  to  fervices   according  to    the   prefect 
power  of  the  meafurc  of  grace   reoeived  J  is   a  moll   fweec 
fmelling  facrificc,  and  mounts  into  the  moll  gracious  accep- 
tance of  God  in  Chrift.    I  pray  you  remember  that  of  David^ , 
like  at  ^  father  pities  Lis  chllde^  fo  the  Lord  fitieth  them  that 
feare  him^Vh\.  lOMg.  And  that  of  the  Prophet, /n^i/Z/f^r^ 
them  as  a  manffareth  his  own  fonne  that  [erveth   him  ,  Mah 
3. 1 7.  The  father  commands  his  childe  to  lift  up  the  vvei^;hc, 
and  thechildc  readily  addreffech  to  the  obedience,  he  lifts,, 
and  affayes,  and  llill  he  gives  another  ha  ar  it ,  but  perhaps 
he  cannot  get  it  quite  up  ;  why?  the  father  likes  his  childe  for 
this,  and  though  perhaps  the  weight  be  where  it  was ,  yet  he 
calls  this  a6lof  his  child  true  ©bedience ,  why  ^  becaufe,rhough 
that  be  not  done  which  the  father  impofed,  yet    it  had  been, 
done  if  the  child  had  more  (Irength  ,  and  he  endeavoured  with 
all  his  ftrength    for  to  do  it.     Or  thus,  the  father  wills  the 
childe  to  (hoot  an  Arrow,  the  child  draws  the  Arrow,  perhaps^ 
but  half  way  ,  and  though  his  eye  were  upon  the  mark ,  yec 
his  arrow  falls  fhort  many  Bowes  length ;  why  f  the   father 
will  yet  commend  all  this ,  for  though  he  fees  that  the  Ar- 
row is  Hiort ,  yet  he  obferves  that  the  Bowe  was  drawn ,  and 
although  the  mark  be  not  hit  with  the  Arrow,  yet  it  was  aim* 
cd  at  with  the  eye  of  the  childe  :  fo  is  it  with  God  our  father, 
who  commands  fuch  and  fuch  duties ,  to  which,  if  we  addreffe 
our  felves  with  uprightncfs  ,  he  will  wink  and  paffe  by  the 
weakncfs  in  action,  whiles  he  both  obferves  and  accepts  the  in- 
tegrity of  intention  and  affe6tion. 

Oh],  O  faith  an  upright  perfon  ,  I  finie  fuch  infinite  heaps 
of  other  thoughts,  fuch  dulnefle  and  dcadneffc  of  fpirit ,  fuch 
wntowardlinene  ,  fo  many  weakncfles  every  way ,  all  which 
are  the  grief  of  my  foul,  and  it  troubles  me  much,  that  I 

cannot. 
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cannot  do  the  good  that  I  would)  how  will  the  Lord  take  fuch 
broken  fervices  from  mc» 

SoL  1  anlwe*  it"  thy  heart  be  uprii^ht  in  thefe  interrupted  fer- 
vices, God  hath  mercy  to  pardon  the  weaknelfes,  and  he  hath 
vyirdome  to  findc  out  the  upnjhtneiTe,  and  he  hath  graciouf- 
ncis  to  accept  of  the  dutifulnerie. 

AGoldfrnich  will  not  caft  avvay  thofe  leflTer  raies  of  gold  , 
tiiouUi  iTiingledjanc'Cto  an  inexpert  perfon^ confounded  with 
various  heacs  oi'  droile  and  duft  :  now,  he  hath  an  art  to  find 
out  the  little  gold  ,  and  putaiide  the  droffe.  Though  with 
all  our  holy  adlions  there  be  much  corruption  and  weaknefs 
commixt,  yet  there  is  fuch  a  wife  art  in  Gods  gracious  mercy, 
as  to  finde  out  upright nelle,  and  holineffe  of  denre  and  endea- 
vour in  a  fervice  commanded  with  many  infirmities ,  2  Chr, 
^OjiS.  the  Lord  par  do  yi  ever  J  Oh  €  'i  v.  ip.  7  hat  prepareth  his 
heart  to  feck^  the  Lord  God  <^f  his  fathers  ,  though  he  be  net 
clcanfed  accort^ng  to  the  purification  of  the  SanVtHary  ^  vcrfc 
20.     Add  the  Lord  hearh^Ksd  to   Hezekiah,  and   healed  the 

.  2.  A  fecond  coimfort  is  this,  that  if  a  man  he  upright -in  fl^  all 

.  r   .    A^jii     ^"^  only  fude  acceptance  for  fervices  ^  bnt  alfe  indulgence  for  of^ 
not  only  finde  fi^^ces, 

acceptance  for       You  muf^  ever  diftinguifh  twixt  the  caufe  and  the  fubie6l ; 

fervicc  but      the  caufe  of  all  pardoning  induli^ence,  is  the  free   grace  of 

in^lulgence       (-^^^^j  [^  the  blood  of  Chrill,  but^he  fubjea  of  indulgence, 

or  ofteacc.      -^  ^^^  perfon  to  whom  God  is  pleafcd  to  give  his  pardon  and 

rcleafe. 

None  comes  in  under  the  wings  of  the  mercy- feat  fo  as  the 
upright  perfons ;  Uprightnefle  in  Scripture  hath  (  in  a  welt 
underflood  fenfe )  feemed  to  cover  all :  you  read  of  King 
yi  fay  znd  of  many  palfages  which  did  greatly  blur  him  both  as 
a  King,  and  as  a  good  man,  he  did  not  break  down  the  high- 
places,  he  fought  to  the  Pbyficians,  he  joyned  to  the  King  of 
Sj^ria^ht  caft  the  Prophet  into  prifon  ,  who  reproved  him  for 
it,  yet  (2  CJron.i^,iyJ  the  heart  of  Afa  is  faid  to  h^perfcB 
aHhis  dayes  :  How  ?  all  his  dayes  :  and  yet  fuch  finnin^s 
fometimes;  yes,  all  his  dayes,  for- finnes  ftand  upon  the 
~  account ,    and   feeme   to   be    reckoned  ,  not    fo   much 

when 
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when  chey  are  done,  as  when  they   are   done  vvich  a  finful 
heart. 

And  they  lofe  upon  the  account,  they  are  ftruck  ofF,God 
pafleth  over  them,vvhen  the  bent  of  their  heart  is  againtt  them: 
fee  that  place  and  paffage  of  David y  Biejfed  is  he  whofe  tranf' 
grejfion  is  forgiven^  and  whofe  fn  is  covered^  ver.2.  B/eJfed  is  the 
man  to  whom  the  Lord  imppttethno  /W^/^/fjJverily  brethren,  that 
mans  eftate  is  bkffedjwhofe  fins  are  pardonedjOlif  the  Lord  be 
reconciled  to  a  man,  if  the  Lord  covers  his  finne ,  C  /.  )  will 
not  look  upon  them  in  a  judicial  way  ,  fo  as  to  account  and 
reckon  with  the  finner  for  them  ;  if  the  Lord  will  not  impute 
iniquity  to  him  (/.)«hough  he  hath  iniquity,  yet  th^  Lord  will 
forgive  it,  it  fliall  not  redound  unto  him  in  puniiliment :  buc 
it  fhall  be  blotted  out,  and  be  as  if  it  had  never  been :  tell  me, 
fcrioufly ,  is  not  this  a  bleffed  thing  ;  tell  me  now  you  whofe 
hearts  are  ready  to  break  afunder  with  the  fenfe  of  guilt,whi- 
ther  pardonin[4  mercy  be  not  a  moR  bleffed  and  defirable 
thing.  You  will  freely  confeffe  it  i?,  but  then  the  queflion  is^ 
who  is  that  mail  that  is  fo  blefi"ed,v\lut  is  his  temper, how  is  h2 
qualified. 

See  on  (in  that  ver,  2.)  h?  Is  one  in  whofe  fpirit  is  nogmlc^ 
what's  that  ?  that  is,  he  is  the  upright  perfon ,  whofe  fpirit  is 
really  and  plainly  for  God ,  who  in  truth  defires  topleafehim, 
whom  truth  hates  all  fin.  Th  s  is  thatblefled  man,  and  in 
this  is  a  great  part  of  his  blelfedneffe,  that  the  Lord  will  not 
impute  his  Iniquities  unto  hi :r!,  but  will  forgive  and  cover 
them  (  /.  )  fofor^^ive  them  tlj^it  they  flialj  not  rife  upon  the 
account  any  x^oitxFaid  did  upon  this  conclude  by  va  ay  of  tefli- 
mony  to  himielf ,  and  for  others.that  there  was  no  coyidemnati- 
on  unto  them^  Rom.  8.  i.  why  ?  what  was  ?a>il  f  vVhac  was  his 
temper?  verily  it  was  upright.  ♦ 

Oh],  Upright ,  why  ?  he  corny  lains  of  fin,  that  he  was 
fold  under  i^,  he  comrLimes  of  the  La\'  of  hu  inembers  warring 
aii^iiinB  rhe  L^:vj  of  his  mnd^  he  com  plain  vth.-t  -be  woi  bronaht 
into  captivity  \  hecomxpiunvis  thu  when  he  wo:tld  do  aeod  ^ 
yet  evdl  was  p^-rrfe?:t  with  hu;j  How  thin  can  he  fay  ,, 
"th.-it  there   w.is   no  condemnaticji  for  hun  ?  how  was  he 


upright  ? 
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SoL  Thus, his  being  uprighc  did  noc  conhO:  in  this,  that  he 
had  no  fin  in  hi;n;  nor  in  this,  that  he  did  no  fin;nor  in  this, 
that  he  did  all  the  good  which  he  faw  Hiould  be  done :  But  in 
this ,  that  he  hated  the  fin  which  dwelt  in  him  ,  that  he  reiift- 
ed  the  evil  working  in  him  ;  that  his  inward  man  approved  the 
good,  and  condemnei  the  evil  ;  that  his  inward  man  hated 
the  evil,  and  was  delighted  in  the  Law  of  C>od.  This  was  his 
uprighcnefs ,  and  upon  this  he  concludes ,  that  there  was  no 
conaemnacion,  ( /. )  his  finne  fliould  not  fink  his  foul  to  hell, 
they  fliould  not  fcparate  him  from  the  love  of  Cod  in  Chrift, 
they  (hould  not  be  imputed  to  him  ,  but  Chrift  would  take 
An  upright      them  off.  *,^ 

pcrfonthc  g.  A  third  comfort  to  an  upright  perfon  is  this,  that  the 

Lordis.his        Lord  u  ht^  God  m  C^vsnt^mt,  • 

God  incove-  you  are  not  Ignorant  of  the  Covenant  which  God  did  (H* 
pulatc  Wiih  Abraham^  Gen,\'^,\.  I  am  the  Alml^ty  (^Viwi^ 
hcient )  rvdk^  before  me  and  he  thou  perfect ,  what  is  the 
meaning  of  that  ?  In  a  Covenant  you  know  there  are  two  par- 
ties, and  they  mutually  undertake  and  agree :  fo,  here  is  God 
on  the  one  part,  and  here  is  Abraham  on  the  other  part,  and 
God  promifeth,  and  Abraham  promiC^th  ;  God  promifeth  to 
be  AU-fufficient  unto  him,  andengagethhimfclfin  an  ever- 
lafting  Covenant  to  be  his  God ,  ver,y.  now  Abraham  promi- 
feth to  walk  uprightly  before  the  Lord  :  and  this  is  all  that  the 
Lord  agrees  with  him  for  (walks  i^sfore  me  and  be  up- 
right )  and  then  I  am  thy  God,  and  1  will  be  thy  AU-fuf- 
ficiency.  • 

Obj.  Why  .?  you  will  fay,  this  is  granted,  it  is  cleare  ,  that 
God  Covenants  to  be  a  God  to  an  upright  perfon,  But  what,fo 
great  comfort  in  that  ?^ 

56-/.  Nay  then,  I  have  done,  if  yet  you  underftand  not,  If 
yet  you  think  it  fo  poorc,fo  meane  a  thing  for  Cod  to  be  your 
God  in  Covenant.  I  tell  you  brethren  ,  when  God  becomes 
your  God  in  Covenant,  when  he  faith  to  a  perfon,  I  will  be  a 
God  unto  thee;  itisinfinifelymore  then  if  the  Lord  fliould 
fay  to  a  man ,  I  will  give  unto  the  all  the  world :  O  for  God 
to  be  my  God,  what  is  it  but  this  ,  I  am  thine,  and  all  that  I 
am,  or  have,  or  can  do  fhall  be  thine  and  for  thee.    I  am  an 

holy 
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holy  God  and  that  fliall  be  to  make  thee  holy ,  I  am  a  merci- 
full  God  and  that  fliall  be  to  pardon  thy  fins,  I  am  a  poweriull 
God  and  that  Qial  be  to  help  thec,to  deliver  thee,to  conquer  for 
thee:  I  am  a  fakhfuU  God  and  that  fliail  be  to  make  every  pro- 
mife  good  which  I  have  made  unto  thee ,  I  am  a  wife  God,  and 
that  fhall  be  to  bring  in  thy  comforts,thy  deliverances,thy  helps 
in  rhe  moft  defirable  feafon.  ^ 

V/hen  fins  trouble  thee  I  will  pardon  them; when  they  are  too 
ftrong  for  thee,  I  will  fubdue  them;  when  thy  heart  is  forrovv- 
ful,  I  will  comfort  it;  when  thy  graces  arc  weak,  I  wi;l  Ibength- 
enthem  ;  when  mendifgrace  thee.  I  will  honour  thee  ,  when 
dangers  arife  I  will  preferve  rhee,what  thou  needeft,  that  I  will 
c;ive  thee;what  thou  ha(l,that  I  will  bleffe  to  thee;all  thisjandfar 
more  then  this ,  it  is  for  God  to  be  our  God  in  covenantlNay, 
and  all  this  is  ours  by  covenant,that  is?  it  is  not  a  faire  and  emp- 
ty pretext ,  it  is  not  a  glorious  and  vaine  complement,  but  re- 
ally fo,and  firmly  fo;  rheLord  if  he  be  our  God  in  covenant ; 
doth  bind  himfeife  to  be  all  this  unco  us ,  by  the  fidelity  of  his 
nature,  by  the  truth  of  all  hispromifes,  by  the  feale  of  the 
bloodof  the  Lord  Jeius  Chriih 

Now  what  think  you  ?  do  you  now  not  think  that  the  people 
happy,»'/j<'  ^re  In  fuch  ^  cafs  who'^eGodis  theLor  /,Pfal.  I44.1 5. 
I  tell  you  we  are  not  able  to  Imagine  the  hei-,hc  and  depth  •. 
and  breadth  of  this  one  comfort,  that  God  is  my  God  in  cove- 
nant,and  yet  whatfo^ver  you  apprehend  of  it,  vvhatfoever  you 
feel  of  it ;  whatfoever  it  is;  it  is  the  portion  of  the  upright  per- 
fons ,  thou  art  my  portion  O  Lord  for  ever  faid  upright  D^ivid 
Pfal.  up-... 

4-  Ufrightncjfe  hthUsthe  f  er^on  to  alible Jfi?jgs  of  heaven  and  \X^n^\int& 
of  earthy  ^sDav  id  fpake  of  J<?r^/tf/^«^5  that  I  may  fay  of  the  up-  intidesto  all 
right  perfon,  all  my  fprlngs  are  inthee  i  ox  ssh^i  Jacob  faid  of '¥. ^^^^^S*. 
Jofeft)^  that  he  was  tA  frnltftil  branch  or  bough ;uprightn£ffe  is  ^art"*^" 
WktArons  Roi  full  of  blofomes,  you  know  that  place  ,  Pfal84. 
The  Lord  God  is  a  [hh  andfhield;  the  Lord  will  give  grace  and 
dory  y  no  good  thing  vf  ill  he  wltMjoldfrom  them  that  walks  up - 
'lightly ysyhn  is  the///»?but  the  great  and  inexhaufted  fountainc 
of  Li[^ht ,of  life,  of  heate  ,  cf  influence,  of  comfort ,  that  will 
God  be  to  them  that  walkc  uprightly  ;  what  is  a  fblelJf  but  the 

Gg  defence 
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defence  and  fafegard  of  a  perfon  againft  ihots  and 
Howes  ,  that  alfo  is  God  to  them  ,  that  vvalke  up- 
rightly. 

Will  grace  do  their  hearts  good  ?  will  glo-y  do  their  fouls! 
good  ?  i?  there  any  good  which  refpe6ls  the  militant  condition?' 
IS  their  any  good  which  refpe6ls  the  triumphant  conditionPnei- 
their  grace  nor  glory,  nor  any  good  fliall  be  with-held  from 
them  that  walke  uprightly  :A^^^/?  was  upright,  and  had  an 
tArk^^  Ebedn^elech  had  his  life  given  him  for  a  /^r^/,  Jerem. 
39.  18.     '^munitions  of  %ock€s  for  the  uprighz ,  Efay.    3^. 

What  flialll  fay  brethren  ?  (  all  the  promifes  which  you 
knovv)are  the  treafures  of  heaven ,  the  cabinets  of  our  com- 
fort, the  ftore-houfc  of  our  wants ,  the  hand  which  holds  and 
delivers  out  all  our  fupplies,  why  ?  all  of  them  do  (as  it  were  ) 
bcfetand  incompafle  the  upright  perfon ,  art  thou  an  upriohc 
perfon ,  and  looks  upon  thy  family  ?  Prov.  14.1 1.  Jhe  taber- 
nacle  of  the  p,f  right  (hallfieHrljh  ,  art  thou  an  upright  perfon 
andcafteft  an  eyeup  to  thypoficriry?  whyPPfal.  1 12.  2.  Thl 
generation  of  the  upright  JhaU  he  hleffedy  Art  thou  an  upright  per- 
fon ,  anddefireft  fuch  or  fuch  a  necefliry  outward  comfort  ? 
why?  Pfal.  57.4.  I>eHght  thy  flf  Inthe  Lord^and  he  fhall  give 
thee  the  de fires  of  thy  heart:  Art  thou  an  upright  perfon  ,  *and 

fufpCifteft  the  continuation  of  thy  outward  efiate?why?/y.37. 18. 
1:  Th^  days  of  the  tif  right  and  their  inheritance  fh  all  he  for  everf  Art 

thou  an  upright  perfon  ?  and  thy  comforts  feem  a  while  to  be 
clovvded  ,  Neither  canneft  thou  efpy  ,  any  one  hopcfull  crevife 
or  future  joy?  why  fPfa.  1 1  i.^Mnto  the  upright  their  arlfeth  light 
in  the  darknejfe;  and  Pfal.  97.I  i .  Light  is  fowenfor  the  rigifte- 
oHs  :  and  ]o/for  the  upright  In  heart?  Art  thou  an  upright  per- 
fon, and  knoweft  not  how  to  breake  through  the  mani- 
fold fortifications  ,  and  flrengthen  of  envy  or  power  ? 
why  ?  The  Lord  will  bring  forth  thy  right eoufncffe  as  the  llaht  , 
Tfah  37.6.  what  can  keep  downe  the  rifing  of  the  fun  ?  And 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord  run  to  and^ro  through  all  the  whole  earth  to 
.  .      -^     i^^^  hlmfelfe  fironcrin  the  behalf e  of  them  who fe  heart  is  perhEb 

biy  (eafon  all        Fifthly  it  mllcomfartf^hly  fcafon  allr^r  conditions ,  you  know 
<mc  condicions  this 
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this  life  of  ours  is  capable  of  many  changes ,  f  the  weather  doth  , 

not  alter  fo  often ,  as  our  temporary  conditions  do  j  calmes  ' 

and  tempeR,  light  and  darkneffe  ,  comforts  and  difcointorts> 

f  ricndfhip,  and  then  malicious  oppofition ;  health,  and  then  a 

painefull  fit  of  ficknefle ;  Riches;  and  then  a  finking  poverty , 

liberty,  and  then  fo  me  hard  reftraint  or  exile ,  one  daygaine 

comes  in ,  another  day  it  is  dafhed  out  by  thegrcatncfs  of  lofs> 

this  day  full  of  joy ,  the  next  day  all  his  forgotten  by  the  abun- 
dance of  fad  teares ,  for  the  death  of  a  parent ,  of  a  yoke-fel- 

low,  of  a  child,  of  a  friend  ,  &c:    Nay,  and  the  foule  hath  its 

changes  too  :  fad  conflids ,  bitter  afifaulrs,  ftrong  accufations 

from  Satan  and  the  like;  What  nowpis  a  choicer  Arke  to  beare 

us  up  in  all  thefe  waves ;  what  harbour  lilie  to  this  of  upright- 

nefle  ?  why  ?  faith  David  Pfal.  7^.1,  Tcty  er  (however)  Gsd  is 
good  to  Jjrael  even  to  the  upright  in  he^rt^  and  Panl  2,  Cor.  I.i  3,    • 

Onr  re'Ojc'mg  /V  this  ,  the  teftlmony  of  our  confcience^that  in  fim- 
plicity  and  godly  fine  er  it j  ,  r9e  have  had  our  converfation  in  the 
yporld, 

O  Brethren  \  a  falfeand  bafe  heart ,  nothing  fetson  afflicti- 
on ,  a  lofTc,  a  fcandal,  an  accufation  ,  foclofe  as  it :  when  a 

mans  heart  can  fmite  him  for  an  hypocrite ,  for  a  lover  of  fin  : 

hypocrify  finkes  the  confcience  under  thefe  burdens:  But 
uprightnefle  can  looke  an  accufation  in  the  face,  and  beare  up 
the  fpirit  in  a  ftorme ,  and  though  uprightnefle  may  be  expof* 
edtomanycrofles ,  yet  it  can  comfort  a  man  in  the  fadeft 
day,  for  it  hath  alwayes  a  good  friend  abroad,of  God,  and  with- 
in of  confcience, 

(5.  Here  is  another  comfort ,  uprightnejfe  will  he  a  good  friend  Uprightnefle 
in  death yVh\,  5  7. 37.  warh^  the  upright  wan^  and  behold  the  per-  WjII  be  a  goed 
feB ,  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace  :  The  upright  perfon  hath  fflwdindeatli. 
moft  conflifts  (ordinarily  J  in  life;  and  moft  quiet  (ordinarily  ) 
in  death. 

O  When  death  fhall  approach  the  dwellings  of  the  prophane 
and  hypocriticall,  and  iliall  fay  I  have  a  meflagc  unto  thee  from 
God ,  he  hath  commanded  me  to  arreft  thy  loule ,  and  to  pre- 
fcnt  it  before  his  judgement  feat  •  How  doth  the  heart  of  a 
profane  wretch  gather  into  feare  and  horror,  yea,  and  how 
doth  fearefu^neife  and  confufions  flyupinthbreft  andcoun- 

Gg2  tenance 


I  feare  I  am  not 
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tenance  of  the  hypocritelhis  confcience  delivers  up  his  morfell^ 
from  which  he  would  not  parr,and  lliames  and  ftrikcs  him  for 
his  abominable  colluiions  and  loloiings  in  the  l"e:vice  of  God  : 
reports  unto  him  ch?.r  he  muft  prefently  ftand  before  a  God  , 
whokfpirit  and  truth,  and  never  could  abide  unfoundnefle  > 
but  will  be  avenzed  of  hypocriFie  ,  good  Lord  !  how  the  heart 
of  this  man  trembles  and  fi§hs,he  v\ould  th'-uft  out  the  thouohts 
of  dyini^ ,  but  cannot ,  hewouldftay  a  vvhik  longer  here  be- 
low, but  may  not;  O.  now  he  is  gafping,  trembling,  fighin^ 
dying,  and  gives  out  life  and  ail  v\ich  hsart-b  eaking  defpairet 
But  now  it  the  perfon  be  upright,  even  the  mefifage  of  death 
may  be  welcome.  If  the  Lord  calls  for  me  ,  I  may  anfwer  , 
here  am  1>  O  Lord,Iook  upon  me  and  accept  of  me  in  Chrift: 
^Vidi  Remember  noav^  Q  Lordj  lbe[:ech  thee  ,  how  I  have  walked 
before  t  fee  y  intrmh  a^^d  with  a  perfeSi  he^rt ;  af^d  have  don? 
that  which  IS  gr>od  in  thy  fight  -,  1  have  fought  a  goodfaht  / 
have  ksft  the  faith^  I  have  fimjhed  my  Co^^f^  5  Cr^,  3, 
Tim.  4. 5,  7. 

More  particulars  might  be  added,  as, 

7.  upright neffe  begets  confcience  towards  God,  the  upright 
hath  boldneffe,he  may  freely  make  his  prayer,  and  be  fure  tobc 
heard  ,  i .  fohn.  ^.  2 1, 22. 

8.  It  will  hold  out  in  evill  times,  Luk^.  8.  i^.  the  fourth 
ground  held  out,  even  in  times  of  perfecution  ,  becaufe  the 
word  was  received  into  an  honeft  heart. 

9.  The  upright  perfon  is  fure   of  falvation,  Pfal.    i^.  1/ 
Lord  who  P' all  dwell    In  thy  holy  Hill}  V.  2.  he  that   walkestip- 
rightly  y  Mat.  y^,BleJfedare  the  pure  in  heart ,  for  they  (hall 
fee  God, 

ObjeB.  But  allthis  will  not  (kike  into  fome  hearts:  whiles  we 


uprkht,  ind  fo  ^"^P^<ft  ^^^  ^^^^^  >  w^  alwayes  deny  our  comfort;  O  faith  a  pcr- 

this  comfort     ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  upright,therefore  all  this  goodly  portion  of 

belongs  not  to  fweet  comf  ort  appertaines  not  to  me. 

snc.  I  Anfwere  to  this  a  word  or  too  in  the  generall. 

Anfwercdi  j^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^j  )^^  upright  or  hypocritical!  in  a  double  re- 

fpe6^5cither  firft  Re  all  J  t  or  kcondiy  in  opinion  and  fancy:  If 
z^  man  be  Really  an  hypocrite  ,  though  in  his  frmd  ppimon  and 
fa^cjbe  willthhK.himfelfet9  h  ufri^ht ,  liay ,  to  fuch  a  man 

that 
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that  no  oneportionoftfiat  comfort  before  delivered,  belongs 
unto  him  •*  found  comforc  was  never  (  by  God)  Jayd  up  for  a 
falfe  heart. 

A^ain  a  man  may  be  redly  upright  and  yet  have  afalfe  ofimon 
ofhlmjclfe  that  he  Is  a.n  hypocrite.  It  is  thus  with  the  beft ,  that 
they  ofrimes  both  fufpe6l  and  falfely  chargvi  the  true  eftate  of 
their  fouls :  a  child  in  a  ciiftemper  miy  queition  the  inheritance 
which  is  intailed  on  him :  yet  if  chj  heart  be  truly  upright ,  all 
comfort  is  thy  portion:  as  our  diftruilful  feares  do  not  preju- 
dice the  realiity  of  the  eftate  of  grace  ,  fo  our  frequent  fufpi- 
tions ,  do  not  cut  us  off  from  the  title  and  right  of  promifed 
comforts. 

2.  AWprevale^t  difpites  about  onrperforiall  afrightnefs-i  they 
do  hyld  of  the  apft'icati?n  and  tafie  of  comforts  y  tho'Agh  they  do  not 
dlfamll  the  title  and  right :  even  the  good  man  will  waike  un- 
comfortable,fo  long  as  he  concludes  and  (Irongly  fcares  that  his 
eliiteis  finful ;  for  fenf^ble  comforc  rifeth  or  falleth,  commeth 
on  or  goeth  off ,  according  to  the  (Irengih  of  our  judgement 
.  and  prefert  apprehenfions:  It  is  not  whit  indeed  our  eihte  is  , 
but  what  we  judge  of  it ,  which  breeds  in  us  fenfible  comfort .; 
or  difcomfort:  a  falfe  heart  may(even)brevik  with  a  timpany  of 
fooliili  joy  5  upon  an  erring  perfrv  ah  on  of  his  eftate;  and  fo 
may  a  found  heart  be  very  heavy  an  i  difconfolate  ,  upon 
an  unfound  mifconftruftlon  and  judgeing  of  its  true  con- 
dition. 

5. there  are  {omet  lmes-;^hich  are  very  ti^apt^for  an  Mpr'ghtper- 
fon  to  Jit  upon  his  efiate  and  to  fafsfemence :  the  bsft  foul  hith  di- 
vers changes  and  ftreits  5fomeiimes  it  is  cleare.  and  tree, 
and  able  co  fee  things  as  they  arc*  other  times  it  may  b"  boy- 
ftrous  and  perplexed,  and  then  itisapt  to  Judge  oficfelfeby 
feelin;2s,^nd  new  reprefencations,  n^t  accordin:^  to  fecret  truth 
and  fukiance;  remember  onething,fimes  of  confli6l  ^nd  afltdi- 
ons  and  tem'^tation,arebeft  for  praymg,  and  >\  onl  for  'udgin;: : 
If  a  man  wi  1  (at  fuch  ti:ne«:)  pnle  Tentcn  e  on  himfelfeore- 
ftate  as  a  Midg^,he  will  judge  unri  ;hreous  jud::;ement ,  fo'*  then 
the  ^oul  is  not  it  felfe  ,  and  is  apt  co  take  Sitans  worker  for  its 
own.-  p  oper  accounts  ?  )ea,  and  then  ufually  it  wil.fee  no- 
thingjbut  what  makes  againft  ic  le'fe. 

In; 
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In  pafifions  and  temptations  we  neither  fee  God   aright  no; 
ourfelves. 

Fourthly,  \ytnm9i'fJeverfta?2dtothat  jn^lgement which  we 
fafs  iTpon  our  Inrvardfram^ywhlch  is   Irrational  or  without  fujfi- 
clent  gromd}  Look  as  we  may  appeale  from  all  the  fcntence  of 
our  judgesaent ,  which  a6ls  its  felfe  in  time  of  paffion  ,  as  he 
g.  ..  did  from  ^/tu'W^r  to  J  ^/^A'^Wrr,  8cc.    fo  neither  muft  we 

vainely  vex  our  hearts  ,  and  da{h  out  our  uprightncffe ,  when 
this  fentencc  is  rather  of  imaginaciou  th^n  of  reafon:  when 
a  man  thinkes,  and  tbinkes  that  he  is  not  upright  >  though  all 
the  evidences  of  uprighcncfle  appeare  in  him  ,  and  when  he 
cannon  produca  any  one  inherently  diilinguiiliing  ground  of 
an  hypocrite  in  himfelfe;  why  ?  this  is  but  an  imaginary  judge- 
ment, and  utterly  unrcafonable,  this  is  to  condcmne  the  inno- 
cenc  without  caufe. 

That  foule  will  never  be  fettled  wirh  comfort  which  gives 
way  to  its  one  imaginations :  and  hath  a  conceit,  that  every 
finfull  thought,  or  violent  temptation ,  or  more  durable  con- 
fli6l  with  an  inward  corruption ,  or  frequent  diftra6lions  in  ho- 
ly duties,cannot  liand  with  upri^htnefle :  where  a  man  hath 
either  no  grounds  at  all,  or  thofe  that  he  hath  arefalfe,  he- 
fiiould  never  fettle  (oon  them,  and  yield  and  enrertaine 
them,  as  to  que(iionhisellaccfor  them,  or  for  them  coihut  off 
himfelfefrom  comfort. 

5.  If  ever  we  would  decide  our  upri^rhtneffe,  and  fo  take  our 
parts  in  promifed  comforts  ,  we  mnfl  folUrf>  thevoyce  of  the 
word ,  and  [nhfcrlbe  to  the  fentencc  of  conscience  following  that 
word. 

Be  fure  of  this  ,  that  if  the  word  will  allow  and  warrant  thy 
inward  frame ;  If  it  approves  of  it  as  lound,  affuredly  it  is  fo; 
for  that  Rule  cannot  erre  ,  nor  is  divine  judL^ement(vvhich  is 
contained  in  the  word  )  capable  of  falfehold  or  deceit,  ailive- 
ly  or  paflively  :  If  God  faith  thy  heart  is  right  with  himjmain- 
taine  it  againrt  all  difputes  wharfocver. 

Yea,  and  if  thy  confcience  inlightned,  recliiied  and  quickned 
by  the  word ,  doth  acquit  thee  for  upright,  that  now  ftanding 
before  the  prefencc  of  the  eternal  God  and  all  knowing  judge, 
ii  can  fay  thus  much  for  thee  5    that  though  heretofore  thou 
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di 'ft  love  and  allow  thy  felfe  in  fins,  yet  now  thou  hates  all 
fin,  and  there  is  no  known  way  of  wickedneflc;  and  that  though 
heretofore  thou  didsft  fhuffle  and  cue ,  dealft  falfly  in  covenant,, 
wouldcftnotob^y  in  all  things,  but  now  thou  haft  rei'pe6^to 
all  Gods  commands ,  and  all  out  of  a  refpe6l  to  Gods  glory :  . 
1  fay  thou  art  an  upright  perion ,  though  thy  mif-giving fancy 
"or  judgement  may  give  up  to  the  contrary.  • 

But  may  fome  troubled  and  mif-giving  heart  reply ,  nay ,  it  Dlverfe  cafesai 
is  not  thus  and  thus  with  us ;   furc  we  are,  that  we  are  not  up-  bom  upci^hc- 
f  ight ,  and  the  grounds  which  make  us  thus  to  concludc5are  not  "*^^v  r 
imaginary  5  but  real,  true  it  is  we  do  labour  to  abftaine  ^rom  Qyjabftincnce 
fin,  but  this  is  out  of  a  fear  to  ^od  judgemems ,  and  vvc  confeffe  fromfm  is  out 
that  we  performe  fomie  or  many  duties,  but  thefe  are  done  ont  of  f care  of 
of  a  fear  of  Hell :  now  none  of  this  can  confift  with  upright-  judgements, 
nefis,  forafrauchasuprightneflefhuts  out  alldutie,  out  of '"^  ^^*"'^^°'^^^ 
a  pure  love  to  God  ,  and  not  out  of  a  bafe  fcare ,  which  may  j  ^t"^^"'* 
befal  the  vileft  perfon,  what  think  you?  can  the  man  be  upright  "^'^ 
whofe  fervices  depend  on  fear. 

This  is  a  notable  cafe,  ann  craves  a  folemnc  relolution,  to- Anfwerd. 
wards    which  obferve  two  things.  Somethings 

I.  Somethings  that  mijft  be  granted,  z'.^.  aTi  abftmencc 

1.  That  all .  bjtinfme  f  omjin  is  not  an  infallihle  tefiimo^y  of  fj-om  Tin  is  noc 
i^frightreffc.  foraimuch  as  there  may  be  many  arguments  which  an  infallible^ 
maybe  iiiffiaent  to  hold  us  in    from  the  adling  of  fin  ,  yet  tcftimony^^ 
which  are  noc  efieclupl,  to  ftrike  of  the  love  of  fin  :  fhame  of  upr^g^i'^^"^- 
m. n,  love  ofeiiimation,  feareof  death,  the  accufation  of 

a  {l:inging  confci-nce,defv:6l  of  occafions,  denial  of  opportuni- 
ties; m  ly  be  cord>  to  binde  the  hand,  and  yet  not  be  plaifters  to 
heale  the  heart :  a  rhan  may  deeply  love  that  which  \\z  doth  fel- 
domc  a6lnf  his  abftmence  from  fin  be  grounded  only  on  private 
refpe6ls  >  and  not  on  a  divine  command ,  and  new  nature  ,1 
fay  that  fuch  anabftinence  may  befal  a  man  whofe  heart  is  fo 
far  from  uprightneflc,  that  it  may  be  either  grofly  profane ,  or 
bafely  hypocriticall :  Nor  fo  much  the  naked  abfence  as  the 
grounds  and  immediate  caufes  thereof,  demoftrate  uprightnefle  Ail  doirg  of 
or  hypocrifie.  "*  duty  Is  it  1 1 

2.  This  alfo  muft  be  granted  ,  th.it  all  do'wg  of    duty  is  not  convincing  ar- 
a cofivtncing  or  imrf^cdlm  argument  of  uplghtnefs,    Uprightnefs  ^I^^"^^^  "P* 

is   ^     '  ^* 
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Soma  things 

wc  muft 

be  informid  of. 


isnotfo  punftually  decided  by  matter  as  by  manner:  as  he 
fpake  of  gifts  which  fhould  be  reputed  virtuoufly  liberall ,  No» 
qua  mann  5  [ed  qua  meme.  The  quality  of  the  mind  configncd 
them  much  rather ,  then  the  bounty  of  the  hand :  That  may 
hi  fafely  affirmed  of  all  duties ,  nor  fo  much  what  is  done  ,  as 
how  it  is  Gone5a"gues  our  upri-htneffe.  Let  never  fo  much  be 
done ,  oi!t  of  bale  and  forded  motives  and  ends ,  for  by  and 
vaine  glorious  refpe6ls ,  or  meerly  fervile  reafons ,  without  a 
voluntary  and  dutifull  atfcdion  ,  all  the  worke,  though  much, 
though  great)  though  frequent ,  yet  it  doth  not  infallibly  aflure 
and  conclude  uprightnclie 
Some  things  tho'JLh  we  muft  be  informed  cf,  v,  f . 

3.  things. 

I .  That  all  ahflar,nngsfrort: [in ,  ont  of  fe^re-,  or  prformhig  of 

dunes  from  it ,    do  j-ior  n:C(:(farily  conclude   tl  a  a  ma  ^  is  not  up- 

,  .     right  }N^yy  a  man  who  is  upright,  may  abHaine  from  the  one, 

^cm  &n  om  0?  ^"^  perfo;me  the  other  without  any  checke  or  prejudice  to  his 

f^areanddo-    uprightnefs. 

Which  I  fhall  clear  by  thefe  arguments. 
I ,  If  a  man  may  be  upright  wLo  In  dnncs  hath  an  eye  to  the  re" 
vpard  ;  then  by  the  fame  argument  he  may  be  upright ,  u  ho  in 
them  hath  an  eye  to  the  puniilimcnt :  forafmuch  as  both  thefe 
are  extrinfccall  motives ,  and  alike  conclude  for  a  refpe6l  "to 
a  mans  felfe  ?  But  a  m^n  may  be  upright  who  yet  in  his  duties 
hath  an  eye  to  the  reward  ,  v.g.  Mofa  who  wasfakhfull  w  all 
the  honfeofGod^  Heb.3.  2.  (/.)  very  upright ,  hadyetinhis 
obedience    a   refpet}   to    the    recompefffe  of  reryrtrd  ,     Heb. 

1I.26. 

Ifp'rfo/iSj  reputed  in  Scripture  to  be  upright ^  have  yet  ahfianj- 
edfromfin^Andperfovme  dmy  out  offeare  :  (  and  thefe  a6\s  of 
theirs  have  been  approved)  thenjervices  done  out  offeare  ,  may 
csnfifl:  -with  uprightneffe .  I  confefle  that  all  which  hath  been 
done  by  upright  perfons,doth  not  prefently  teftify  upri^,htnefs, 
but  that  which  hath  been  done  by  them ,  and  is  rewarded  by 
way  of  approbation  ,  that  I  fay  doth  not  prejudice  upright- 
neffe. 

But  the  upright  perfon  in  Scripture  have  abfiaincd  from  (in 
and  have  performed  obedience  out  of  fearc,  and  this  hath  been 
approved  of,  Ergo.  Job 


ing  duties 
from  it,  con 
eludes  noc 
againft 
uprightneffe 
Proved. 

Note. 
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/o^  was  an  upright:  per/on  by  Gods  owne  Tcftimony,  cha.  i,r- 
The  marnvas  per  feci  and  upright :  yctthefeare  of  Gods  wrath 
kept /o^  from  finne  ,  izz  loh,  31*  i.  I  made  a  covenant  with 
mine  eyes  ,  why  then  (hould  I  thinks  upon  a  maide  ;  he  durft  not 
give  way  to  wanton  looks ,  nor  uncleanc  thoughts  :  why  > 
what  with  held  him  1  fee  v»  3  Is  not  deftruUion  t9  the  wicked  ? 
and  aftrangepmifhment  to  the  workers  of  iniquity  iq.d.  this  were 
the  way  to  wrath  and  plagues,  to  judgement  and  to  Hell:  So 
Z'.  2 1 ,  He  durft  not  lift  up  his  hand  again  Ft  the  father  lejfe  ,  (^i,} 
wrong ,   opprefl'e  or  defraud  them ,  why?  v.  2  3.  For  deflruUi" 
on  from  God  was  a  terror  to  me  ,  and  by  reafon  of  his  highneffe  I 
could  not  endure ^aul  you  wil  think  that  he  wasan  upright  perfon 
who  did  exercife  himfelfto  have  a  conference  voyd  of  offence  tc^ 
wards  God  and  man  ',  who  had  the  Teftimony  of  his  confcience  y 
that'in  [implicity  andgoily  Jincerity  ,  he  had  his  converfation  y 
yet  was  he  the  more  diligent  and  the  more  confcionable  in  his 
minifleriall  difcharges  out  of  feare,  fee  2.Cor.  4. 1 1.  kj^twlng 
therefore  the  terror  of  the  Lord ,  we  perf waded  men  ;  (i.)  we  kpow 
that  we  mufl  all  uppeare  before  the  judgement  feate  of  Chrift ,  and 
every  one  muft  receive    according  to  that    he  hath  done  ,  whither 
good  or  bad  ?  and  it  will  be  a  terrible  day  to  us :  if  we  be  found 
careleffe  and  negligent,  and  we  knowing  this  terror  therefore 
weperfwademen. 

3  .Nay,  a  man  cannot  b^  upright  in  duties  orfervlcei  if  he  doth 
them  not  out  of  fear :  The  feare  of  God  is  the  inward  principle 
of  them  :  It  is  that  which  God  requires ,  with  uprightneffe : 
PVhat  doth  thy  Lord  thy  God  require  of  thee ,  but  to  feare  him  and 
to  ferve  him  with  all  thy  heart  ani  with  all  thyfoiil}Dc\it,io,i  2. 
Why?  what  is  that  feare  of  God  ,  but  an  awefull  regard  to  God, 
as  when  Jofeph  forbore  to  fin  againft  God  out  of  a  regard  to  his 
greatnefi'e,  Gen.-^^.g. 

4.  Yea ,  Laftly  let  me  adde  one  thing  more,  vlz>»  Jefm  Chrift 
requires  nothing  of  us  which  will  prejudice  uprightneffe  ,  but  he 
hath  willed  us  to  feare  him  ,  who  hath  power  to  caft  into  helly  Luk. 
1 2.  ^.yeat  I  fay  unto  you  feare  him, 

I.  For  my  part ,  I  know  no  more  reafon  ,  why  ferviccdone 
through  feare ,  (hould  prejudice  uprightneffe,  then  the  fervices 
which  are  done  through  love^  for  afmuch  as  the  motive  of  my 

Hh  fefvice 


■  ^ ^— — ^  _ 
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fcrvice  in  both  is  God  immediately ,  but  then  in  the  fecond 
There -sad      pl^^e^obferve 

ble  abftaininT'     ^'  Thzi  there  IS  a  double  ahftAmngfrsmfw^  md doing  ofdu" 
from/?nl«nd    ty  out  of  fear e. 

doinj  duty  out     One  is  Jingle  and  ahfohte^Viht^  feare  is  all  the  reafon  or  mo- 
of  fcarcc  tive ,  as  were  there  not  wrath  ,  were  there  not  punifliment , 

were  there  not  an  hell,  I  would  not  abftaine  from  fin  ,  I  would 
not  do  any  one  duty,  or  adl  of  obedience  unto  God  ?  Like  an 
unwilling  flave,  who  would  break  away ,  or  would  not  put  forth 
Simile.  himfelf  in  a(^s  of  fervice  ,  were  it  not  the  mere  feare  of  the  lalh 

of  the  whip  did  forceand  awe  him. 

Another  is  m'ixt  and  com^omded:^\\a\  though  a  man  doth  ab- 
ftaine and  ad  out  of  feare ,  yet  not  onely   principally  out  of 
feare;  but  alio  out  of  love  comnixt  with  that  feare:  as  a  childe 
who  though  he  dorh  forbeare  many  things  out  of  a  refpeft  to 
his  fathers  power ,  and  difpleafure,  yet  vyithall   he  doch  ceafe 
them  out  of  a  love  to  his  fathers  goodneffe ,  and  kindc  affecti- 
on ;  thus  may  it  be  with  a  pcrfon  who  is  upright ,  he  may  for- 
beare fin,  out  of  a  feare  of  Gods  power,and  juftice^and  difplea- 
fure :  and  yet  withall  out  of  a  love  to  an  holy  and  gracious  God 
simile;  ^^^  a  father,for  both  of  thefe  may  have  their  work  in  him  with- 

out a  prejudice  one  to  another,  or  cither  to  the  temper  of 
uprl:^htneffe  ,  Hofea.  g .  5.  they  [hall  feare  the  Lord  and  his  good- 
neffe. The  love  of  an  upright  man  is  fo  pitched  on  Gods  good- 
neffe, that  withall  it  gives  wa-jr  to  feare  ,  to  apprehend  his 
greatneffe,  and  yet  thefeare  of  his  God  is  not  fo  awed  by  great- 
neffe  ,  but  withall  love  may  come  in  to  inflame  l:he  foule  to 
make  it  either  abfl:aine,or  a6t  out  of  a  refpe6l  to  Gods  goodnefs. 
Therefore  Taul^  though  he  did  periwade  men  becaufe  he 
knew  the  terror  of  the  Lord  ,  yet  was  alfo  exceedingly  induftri- 
.      ,  ous ,  becaufe  the  love  of  r  hrif:  did  confiram  hlm^  2.  Cor.  5.  1 1 

Sit»ile«-  ^^  ^^^  j^^^  ^^  influence  upon  the  Apoftle ,  Terror  and  love, 

judgement  and  mercy,  as  we  read  of  the  woman  who  departed 
from  the  fepulchre ,  that  it  was  wnh  feare  and  joy ,  with  the  one 
and  with  the  other :  fo  may  our  fervices  come  out,  and  our  fins 
be  held  ofboth,  out  of  love,  and  out  of  feare.  For  thefe  two 
^e  not  oppofite  one  to  another,  as  grace  and  fin,  but  may 

mingle 
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mingle  together ,  as  feverall  ingredients   in  the  fame  Phy- 
ficke. 
Yet  one  word  more  muft  be  added  by  way  of  diftin6lion:  that 

thtztis^  tjvofoldfeare:  ,  7   .    ,  .,.  A  twofold  fear. 

One  is  fervdey  which  depends  intirely  on  compelling  argu-  Servile, 
ments  ,  without  any  naturall  inclination  or  difpofition  of  the 
perfon  ;  Theadls  here  are  drawen  out ,  not  from  any  aptnefle 
of  the  will  or  private  approbation  of  the  judgement ,  nay  thefe 
abfolutely  confidered,  iway  and  inchne  a  man  a  quire  contrary 
way,  contrary  co  the  ails  of  abftaiiiinj^  or  aiding  ;  if  a  man  (who 
workes  onely  with  iervil  feare  )  might  do  what  he  liked ,  and 
might  choie  his  owne  way  and  fervice  ,  he  had  rather 
A  thouland  times  be  at  his  iins ,  and  lay  afide  his  worke  of 
duty. 

Now  I  faid ,  if  a  man  doth  abflaine  from  finne,  or  a6l  duty , 
m.eerlyout   ofafervilc  feare,  he  is  not   upright,  why?  bc- 
caufe  in   upri^htneiTe ,  the  heart  is  carried  againfi  fin,  and  the  . 
will  is  inclined  to  duty  ,  both  which  are  wanting,where  feare  is 
onlyfervilc.  ^  ^  P^IU,!^ 

Another  is  mgcmom  &  pial ,  which  is  an  enlarging  feare  , 
fuch  a  feare  as  is  not  only  not  ai;ainlt  the  holy  bent  and  incli- 
nation of  the  heart,buc  it  is  likewife  a  furtherance  an  adiument, 
it  is  as  it  were  a  farther  iHength  imprinted  into  the  Bowl  which 
is  rightly  framed  to  runne  and  draw  wich  a  true  byas?  This  fear 
doth  confill ,  with  uprightnefTe  ,  and  is  neceffary  to  every 
good  Chriiiian ,  who  ought  to  fet  up  all  the  arguments  which 
God  is  pleafed  to  propound  to  the  foul ,  either  to  keep  it  off 
from  fin  ,  or  to  draw  it  out  to  duty  ^  yet  fo  as  love  aits  its 
part  too. 

Ob,  But  now  there  will  fall  in  one  fcruple  with  all  this,  how  ^^w  (hall  I 
may    I  know    vr hither    my  abftaimms    from  fin  ,    or  ^^';ng  ^"°^  ^"^  ^^' 
ofdmj.ffrln^s    out  of  M/d  feare  \  or  elfe    out  of  a  f^ref^^''^^*J^^^ 

corntnixt   With    love  ;    And   rather   out    of  love  ,    then  tju'v  fprings 
^care,  ^       ^  out  of  n^kcd 

-  5^/.  To  refolve  you  in  this  (  and  let  me  tell  you j  this  con- ^"re,  or  a  feare 
duceth  much  to  the  dilcovery  of  uprightnefTe;  confider  commixc  mrti 

I .    That  where  they  proceed  out  of  naked  and  meer  feare.  ]^^^^^  jj,gy 

T>J/0  Things.  proceed  ous  of 

Hh  2  1.  There  mc«r  fcare^ 
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There  is  a  con*      I  •  There  Is  a  contrary  anndfull  regretting  of  the  heart  agawlf 

traryregre«     them :    the  bent  of  the  heartis  otherwifc  fet  for  all  ads  of  meer 

of  the  heart  a*  f^^re ,  (I  fpeake  of  morall  ads  )  are  reputed ,  violent  and  in- 

gainft  them,     voluntary:  they  arife  from  a  conftraint  y  and  all  conftraincs  urg^ 

out  ads,  which  the  nature ,  fifitvvereitfeife)  would  notin> 

dine  to ;  nay,  the  nature  drawes  again!},  what  it  doth,  if  it  doth 

do  any  thing  out  of  meer  feare. 

A£ls  depending      2 ,  (t/iEis  defending  upon  nakjd  and  meer  feare  doe  ceafe^  when 

upon  eare  ceiie  ^^^  rnotives  or  caufes  of  that  feare  do  eeafe  andare  fi'ill^.    As  the 

lives' of  the      fable  hath  it  of  the  frogs ,  that  though  naturally  they  are  incli- 

feare  ccalwh.    ned  to  croke ,  yet  when  Jupiter  threw  downe  the  tree  amongft 

them  ,  they,  were  all  hufht,  and  filent,  yet  at  length  feeing 

no  h^me  to  enfuc  ;  they  fet  up  their  ugly  note  ag.iine ;  fo  e- 

vill  men  ,  whofe  hearts  are  bent  to  iin  may  yet  in  the  time  of 

feare  ,  draw  in ,  hold  off  from  (inning,the  beaftly  drunkard  will 

not  call  for  a  cup  to  earoufe ,  nor  the  filthy  wanton  for  his 

Queane,  to  embrace,  on  his  death-bed  he  feares  the  flames  of 

hell  inftantly  to  dafpe  him  ;  But  let  the  motives  of  feare  ceafe, 

why  f  he  is  as  averfe  to  that  reformation  which  he  profeifed , 

and  he  is  as  facill  and  forward  to  that  evill  which  he  feemed 

to  defie,  as  the  water  is  to  fly  out  and  run  in  its  courfe,  which 

hath  been  for  a  while  violently  barred  up  and  doped,  As  the//- 

r^elites  who  came  off  from  finning  ,  and  into  obedience,  upon 

the  meer  call  of  the  rtroke  either  of  the  fword,  or  of  the  plague 

they  did  ftart  ajide  Like  a  broken  bowe^  PfaL  78.57.  they  fer^ 

ved^under  the  rodjbut  when  that  was  off^they  returned  to  the 

accuftomed  bent  of  (inning  prefently. 

Where  they         ^'  That  where  they  proceed  out  of  feare  mixt  with  love,  and 

proceed  out  of  rather  out  of  love. 

lev  mixc  with  Fcurc  Things," 

A^**    h  h         ^-  '^^^^^^  ^^  "^^^^  ^^^'^  feare  in  the  obedience  ;  there  a  man 

anTy"to*di-    ^^^^  a^^J^^^^  ^^'^i^e  glory  •,  as  m.uch  if  not  more,    then  to  his 

vincgbry       owne  fafety  ?  Where  m.eer  feare  prevailes  to  the  worke,  there 

more  then  to     it  fatisfies  the  man  ,  if  he  may  after  all ,  (leep  in  a  whole  skin 

his  own  ftft;^.  if  hemay  beprcferved,  andbefecure,  what  glory  God  may 

have  he  cares  not ,  normindesitdire6lly:Butnow>  iffervicc 

fpring  out  of  love  to  God,  heremy  fafety ,  fatisfies  me  not ,  I 

da  aime  at  Cods  glory ,  for  I  love  him ,  and  love  his  praife , 
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as  on  the  contrary ,  where  a  man  abftaiues  from  fin  out  of  meer 

feare  ,  he  doth  it  not,  bccaufeelfe  God  ilia  H  have  difhonor,  > 

difhonor  to  God  is  not  it ,  which  prevailes ,  btit  his  own  quiec 

and  perfonall  exemption  from  paine,  and  wrath,  and  infamy, 

thefe  only  fway  with  him,  and. 

2.  where  love  and  feare  concurrcs  to  fetout  the  obedient 
adlSj  there  acceptance  is  propounded  hy  thefoule  as  well  as  reeom- 
fence ;  it  will  not  fuffice  me  that  1  fhall  have  my  pay ,  but  it  p  "po^n"^^"^  jj! 
more  afFe6ls  me   that  God  will  be  pleafed  to  accept  of  me.  bim  as  well  as 
This  is  a  truth  that  nothing  but  love  will  fatisfie  love:  the  love  recompcnce. 
of  acceptance  ,  exceedingly  anfwers  all  the  adls  which  come 
from  the  love  of  obedience ;  that  I  iliall  decline  vengeance  by 
fuch  duties ,  alas  ,  that  is  not  all ,  Nay,  but  I  bend  and  ftrive 
to  finde  acceptance  with  my  God  and  Father.  I^^e  jj  ^^^ 

3. Love  is  not  only  commixt  with  fearc:^/^/-  is  a  wore  pre  loml^  moft  predonii- 
>iant  r/f«(/<?inabftaining  from  fins ,  where  the  contrariety  of  the  n«nt  caufe, 
a£ltoGod  fwayes  ,  and  workes  more  upon  the  foule  ,  then 
the  contrariety  of  the  punilliment    to  the  man :  v\'hat's  that ! 
that  is  the  offence,  by  the  vileneffe  of  finniug  is  far  more  grie- 
vous to  my  foule   then  the  fenfe  ~of  punilliment  for  finning, 
nay,  vvhen  the  foule  (in  a  free  and  able  eftate  to  judge  )  can- 
utter  from  a  found  confcience,  that  were  it  to  make  its  choices 
it  had  rather  a  thoufand  times  fubmic  to  the  punifhment  of  fin 
then  to  the  afling  of  fin  ,  verily ,  if  fuch  a  perfon  abft>iine 
from  fin,  the  abftainingis  not  out  of  meer  feare  ,  but  out 
of  love  joyned  with  feare ,  nay ,   rather  out  of  love  then  - 
feare, 

4.  Lafily  ,  much  may  be  gueffed  by  the  firong  and  hahltuat  Much  may  be- 
aWmgs  of  the  [sule  ,  intimes  of  fecnrity  and  in  times  of  perplexi-  gueffed  by  ihc 
ty ;  when  a  man  dares  not  yet  to  breake  out  to  finne,  when  f<^'"ngs  of  foule 
all  his  quiet,  and  full   of  peace,  but  defires  to  keep  ever  •^JJ^j^'^"  ^^  ?^ 
lafting  friendship  with  his  God ,  and  communion  with  his  God  perplcxdty ° 
when  a  man  will  not  fail  in  duty  ,  though  God  failes  m  courte- 
fic  (/.)  fcem  to  dealc  hardy  and  hardily  with  him  ,  yet  he  will 
ferve  bim,this  argues  a  predominancy  of  love  in  our  obedience 
that  cafe,  in  FM  44.  i8,ip.  LcuV  ITb  ^ 

A  Second  cafe ,  in  which  a  man  may  feare ,  that  he  is  notirp-  "luft  of  my  ^ 
right  y  miy  be  this,  viz,,    hif  farh^HlarJimings^  the  cafe  ^ocs  particular  fin^ 

thus  jingf. 
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thusjuprightneffe  is  an  even  carriage  of  the  heart  and  life,and  e- 
very  lin  is  an  unevenneffe  in  motion(ic  is  a  wrinelfe  a  crooked- 
neiVeja  derivation  fcom  the  right  rule  and  path, )  yet  this  is  my 
condition  faich  a  perron,and  therefore  juft  caufe  have  I  to  que- 
ftion  whither  I  be  upright  or  no?  for  the  uf  right  do  no  Imqulty  : 
P/^/.  1 1 9.2.  he  walkes  according  to  the  rule;  he  departs  from 
finne  j  though  the  line  may  be  lirait ,  which  hath  many  blurs , 
yet  it  cannot  be  fo  ,  which  hath  many,  or  any  windings  and 
turnings. 

I  will  fpeake  fomethlng  to  this  cafe  ;  And  it  is  worth  the 
How  far  any  vvhile  ,  to  open  unto  you ,  whicher  and  in  what  refpedls ,  any 
^'0  "fift^with^cr  ^""^^§5  ^^y  conlili  with  ^  or  elfe  concradk;!:  the  frame  of  up- 
contradid       rightneffe  ?  for  the  aflbyiing  of  which  obferve  the  propofiti- 

che  frsmc  of     ons,  Viz.. 

oprighincffe.        i ,  That  f  articular  fi'rjnifigs  are  compatible  mth  a  gracious  frame-, 

Particu'ac  fin-  though  none  are  with  a  glorious  condition ,  Though  no  dark- 

c  "  fift  w^  h  a    "^^^  *»  "^  cloudes  can  be  mi\t  wirhrhe  funne  in  heaven,  yet 

g-acious  frame  both  maybe  in  the  ayre  which  is  inlightned  beloA';  our  beft  e- 

buc  noc  with  a  ftate  on  earth  is  mixt  5  and  not  abfolute  :  glory  annihilates  all 

gracious  condi*  f^.nfull  principles ,  but  grace  only    weakens  them,  an  upright 

lion.  man,  is  an  imperfed^  good  man,and  hath  reafon  daily  to  oewail 

.his  failings ,  as  well  as  caufe  to  biefs  God  for  his  performances. 

You  never  read  of  any  upright  perfon  in  Scripture,  but  you 

finde  fome  fcarres  on  his  ways,Like/^ro^  halting  one  time  or  o- 

ther  •'   Davld-i  very  good,  yec  not  arfight  In  the  n  atter  of  Url- 

ah ,  Noah ,  one  that  walked  with  G^d,  yet  overtaken  with  ex- 

cefsofwine  &c.    Such  twinklings  Co-,  and  will  accompany 

the  higheft  and  f  airertflarres ,  as  he  who  footes  it  belt ,  maybe 

found  fometimes  all  along  ,  fo  the  moll  even  ChrilHan  may  be 

furprifed  with  many  unevenneffes. 

5omekind«cf      2;  There  are  fome  kludes  of  fimlagyvhlch  do  contradlB  hP- 

iinning  do       j-jahtr^efe :  £.ive  me  leave  briefly  to  diftin^uifh. 

concradsct  up-     *^_,    -^    •    ^j     ,  ,  •   u       /r 

riehrneiTc.  There  is  a  doublc  upngntneiie. 

There  is  a  One  is  hahltuall  ,  which  is  the  conilant  frame  of  the  heart , 

double  up-       and  the  general  courfe  of  the  life,  bentjand  inclination  to  God 
iighincffe.        in  duty,and  for  God  againft  all  fin. 

Another  is  aEhyMl ,   which  is  the  even  carriage  of  the  heart 
or  life  3  in  refceS:  of  this  ox  chat  particular  aft  or  motion. 

There 
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There  are  two  forts  of  finning. 

Some  z:tfartlcfiUr  ,  and  by  way  of  fa61:  ,  when  this  or  J^^^Yr^  ^""^ 
thatfaa  is  inconfonant  to  the  rule,  and  by  ic  condemned.    ^°"*°^"""^"S 

O^tis^iz  Generally  andby  way  of  courfe,  when  the  frame 
and  tenor  of  the  life,  is  either  notorioufly  vile  or  in  fome 
private  path  of  wickedneffe  conlbntly  drawen  out  and  fol- 
lowed. 

OutofthefcdiilinftionSjobferve  thefe  particular  conclufi- 

ons,'j'/^. 

1.  Ihtit  part  icH  I arjtnmngs  ,  0r  fimtings  In  relpeci  of  particular  The  d^ftindi- 
fa^  ,   though  they     cannm  ftand  with    aUaal   upnahtnejfe  ,  ^"^  applied. 
yet    they   may    conjijh    with    habltnall   Hprlghtneffe  :     Look 

as  tripping  or  falling,  though  they  be  oppofite  to  {landing  or 
moving  on,  in  the  particular,  yet  they  are  not  fo  oppofite 
to  the  courfe  of  morion  in  a  journey,  that  a  man  by  realon  of 
them,  fhouldbefaidnot  tobegoing  on  in  his  journey.  Or 
Looke  as  every  particular  ftaine,  doth  not  blemiili  the  univer- 
fallfinenetfe  of  the  cloth  ,  fo  neither  doth  this  or  that  parti- 
cular iA  difprove  and  deny  the  generall  bent  of  the  heart:  par- 
ticulars may  not  decide  the  eftate  either  way  :  tis  true  a  man 
by  a  particular  finning  is  denominated  guilty  ,  but  by  no  one 
particular,can  a  mans  eliate  be  challenged  eirher  for  good  and 
bad  ,  t^fa  in  fome  particulars ,  was  very  faulty  (  as  you  heard 
heretofore  )  yet  the  fcripture  faith,  he  was  pcrfeH:  all  his  days  : 
and  David  ?  thouj^h  fome  p,rievous  fins  fell  from  him  which  did 
not  ftand  with  adlualluprightneffe  (hence  that  claufe  ,  except 
the  matter  of  Uriah)  yet  his  epitaph  is  written  by  God  himfelfe 
from  the  general  bent  of  his  heart  and  courfe ,  that  he  walkjd 
be  j ore  h  Im  w  it  h  an  upright  heart. 

2.  That  Courfes  of  Jin  ,  kjiowen  and  allowed  courfes^  do  diri  Eily 
contradlEh  uprlghtncjfe  ,  you  muft:  diftinguidi  twixt  frequently 
temptations ,  and  dayly  inclinations,  and  twixt  courfes  of  fin: 
even  the  moft  upright  heart  may  be  frequently  affaulted  by  Sa- 
tan ,  and  daily  molcfted  with  inward  corruption  temptin^^  and 
entifing  ,  but  all  this  maybe  with  refinance,  deteRation,  for- 
row  and  griefe  >  fo  that  the  heart  may  be  very  upright,  not- 
vvithftanding  all  thefe  difquietments; 

Bui  if  the  heart  hath  a  way  of  wickedneffe  ;  if  ic  hath  a  path  of 

fin- 
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finning,  in  which  it  will  walkc  affuredly,  fuch  kindes  infallibly 
teftifie ,  that  the  heart  is  falfe  and  not  upright. 

He  who  knowcs  fin  ,  and  yet  will  (in  ,  he  that  doth  fi  n  and 
allowes  himfclfe  in  finning,  whither  the  kinde  of  finning  be 
fingle ,  or  multiplied ,  one  or  many  ,  as  the  Prophet  (pake  of 
the  proud  man ,  Ha^.  2.  that  I  fay  of  this  man ,  his  heart  is  net 
fifrlght  in  him. 

There  be  two  things  which  (hew  great  rottennc(re  of 
heart. 

One  when  any  fin  hath  our  warrant  fcaled  with  fecret  al- 
lowance. 

Another  when  we  drive  on  the  fin  with  a  cuftomary  trade  and 
conrinuances.  It  may  befall  the  mofl:  upright  heart ,  as  it  doth 
the  pell  mettall  blade  ,  it  may  be  made  to  bow  and  bend  ,  yet 
there  it  Rands  not ,  but  rerurnes  to  its  ftraitnelTe  againe,  fo  e- 
ven  an  upright  perfon  may  fiep  into  an  uneven  path  ,  but  there 
__  he  walkes  not ,  he  quickly  returnes  to  the  Kings  high-way  ,  in- 
to the  wayes  of  obedience  and  rightcoufnefTe  ,  but  it  is  with  a 
bafe  heart ,  as  it  is  with  bafe  mettall ,  it  will  eafily  bow ,  and 
ftedfafily  keep  its  crooked  figure  ;  the  bias  dravves  that  way  , 
the  heart  is  fet  on  fin  and  regardes  it ,  doth  fin,  and  allowes  it , 
will  fin  and  loves  it.  Now  this  is  an  infallible  figne  of  a  falfe 
and  hypocritical  heart,  that  it  regards  any  k^mrvn  imqmty,zs  Da- 
vid  fpake  TfaL  66.28.  or  that  it  hath  a  wicks dnefe  ,  as  he  fpakc 

D.ub^s    from  ^^V^^/'^^r  c         W  'U       ^ 

inequalities  in    A  third  cafem  which  a  man  may  fearehis  upnghtneflc  may  be 

hol^  fcrvice.     fome  'inequalities  about  hclj  fervlces^y  it  goes  thus  ,  fometimes  a 

man  findes  his  heart  much   inlarged  in  duties  ,  yet  other 

times ,  much  contracted  and  ftraitned  :  fometimes  he  is  full  o£ 

life  and  quick  afFedions ,  yet  other  times ,  he  feeJes  no  a(5live 

or  lively  difpofition  ,  he  can  findc  no  minde  or  heart  almoft , 

infomuch  that  either  he  can  do  little  or  nothing ,  and  what  is 

done  by  him  >  is  but  done  ;    all  cheerfulnelTe  and  quicknelTe 

feems  to  fall  ofl* ,  like  the  green  leaves  from  the  tree  :    fo 

that  nothing,  but  a  meer  naked  carcafe  of  duty  is  adledby  him. 

Now  the  cafe  is,  whither  a  man  may  be  reputed  upright  who 

many  times  finds  himfelfe  thus  in  hisfervices. 

This  1%  A  cafe  which  ordinarily  doth  perplex  many  a  good 

hearr. 
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heart ,  hov7  cunning  is  Satan  ftill  to  vex  the  foule  if  he  can  pre- 
vaile  with  us  to  omitc  duty  ,  why  ?  then  thou  art  plainely  vvick- 
ed  ,  if  the  foule  be  lefle  free  and  compliant  in  the  duty ,  why? 
then  it  is  fecretly  hypocriticall ,  thus  he  infnarcs  us ,  but  to  the 
refolution  of  the  caf'e  thi'S  >  ^  Anfwercd. 

Firft?  ail  inequalities  in  holy  fervices^do  not  eonclude  ^  that  All  incquaiity 
A  man  is  not  upright.    Lookc  as  the  natural!  life  hath  many  fpa-  i"  ^oly  i^^^vici: 
ces ,  and  as  it  were  degrees  of  latitude  ,  a  man  may  be  able  to  ^°";^1^«*  ^^^ 
run,6^yec  fometimes  be  fcarfe  able  to  go,thcfcmotions(you  ml  rfo'h?n9f"r 
fay  )  are  uncquall ,  neverthelefs  the  man  lives ,  both  under  the^    ^  ' 
one  and  under  the  other,  fo  may  It  be  with  the  fpiritual  life,  for 
it  hath  alfo  its  different  and  uncquall  fpaces  ,  fometimes  a  man   ' 
may  do  his  fervices  all  in  Joy,  other  times  all  in  teares ,  fome- 
times his  will  is  great  and  performances  anfwerable,   other 
times  his  will  is  diipofed,  but  he  cannot  ail  in  any  proportion, 
yet  his  heart  lives  uprightly  in  either. 

Neverthelefl'e  we  muft  ciittinguifh  of  inequalities  in  holy  fer-  pJngu'fli  of 
vices,  there  are  two  forts  of  them.  incgnallcics- 

Some  arife from  ypeaknejfs  of  fvrength* 

Others  ^X\i^fromfal[€ne^e  of  hearty 

You  fee  a  man  fometimes  able  to  move  a  weight  of  an 
hundred  pounds ,  at  another  time  be  is  fcarce  able  to  lift  a  ^^^^^  weai:ncrs 
walk-ingftaffe,  why  ?  becaufe  his  ftrcngth  is  failed ,  and  then  °^  ^^^^"i^*^ 
no  marvell  that  his  a6lions  vary :  fo  it  may  be  with  an 
upright  man  ,  God  is  pleafed  fometimes  to  afford  unto 
him'^a  ftrong  degree  of  heavenly  afliftancc  ,  he  clears  his  judg- 
ment ,  inables  his  faith  to  apprehend  and  difcerne ,  qiuckens 
his  affe6lions ,  retrains  Satan  ,  puts  downe  the  force  of  the 
inward  contrarieties,  why? at  fuch  a  time  the  foule  Is  mightily 
aftlve  in  the  power  of  received  and  conferred  ftrength. 
At  another  time  the  vyinde  flackes,  and  then  no  marvell  the 
fhip  doth  not  poft  fo  faft,  the  fpirit  bloweth  whenjand  where^Sc 
how  he  lifts,there  is  not  always  fuch  a  communication  of  a6tual 
ftrength ,  and  then  our  defires  may  be  great ,  "but  our  perfor- 
mances will  be  unequall:  And  this  obfervc  by  the  way ,  that  if 
the  inequality  depend  only  on  weakneffe  of  ftrcngth,  there  the 
heart  ftill  keeps  its  bent,  nay,  is  moft  inwardly  ftirriag  in  defires 

li  and 
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and  propeofions,  though  it  be  not  able  to  do  the  good  that  it 

of  hear*  ^^^  ^'^^^^  ^^^  ^^^*^  mquallties  which  arife  fromfalfenefs  of 

^  ""'  heart'-,  As  when  a  man  hath  an  Ague,  v\hich  infects  his  hu- 
mour orfpirics,  or  both,  he  hath  one  good  day,  and  another 
bad  day ;  or  as  it  is  with  a  land-flood ,  this  hour-  porting  in 
with  fuch  an  high  {peed,  as  if  it  vvould  domineer  overall  the 
County,  and  yet  by  and  by  it  fpends  away  it  felf ,  there  is  no 
more  of  it  to  befeen:  foitmayb^e  with  a  man  whofe  heart 
is  falfetoGod;  it  may  be  with  him  thus,  he  may  have  his 
moodsj  his  ftarts,  one  while  Uke  thofe,  accompanying  Chrift , 
and  magnifying  him  with  an  Hofama  in  the  higheft ;  another 
while  quite  turned,and  crying  out,Cr//r//zf,  Crucifie  him  :  So 
here  one  day,  or  week,  who  but  God,  and  what  but  duty ,  not 
a  Sermon  miflcd ,  not  a  prayer  negleded  ;  yet  on  a  fudden 
flovf  to  heary  c^relefs  to  fra^y  indifferent  to  any  holy  perfor- 
mance. 
When  incqui'      Now  if  the  inequality  arife  from  the  falfenefs  of  heart  (and 

litiesarifefrom  I  pray  you  to  obferve  this)  that  it  is  ordinarily  in  three  ca- 
falfencfsof        ^^g^ 

^*^^*  .    '  I.  when  the  performance  was  attempted  meerly  tocom- 

pafs  fome  outward  good ;  a  very  Hypocrite  may  take  much 
pains  for  his  own  ends  of  honour,  profit,  pleafure,  &c. 

2.When  the  performance  was  attempted  meerly  to  remove 
fome  inward  or  outward  evil,  as  pangs  of  confcience  within  , 

•^  or  fhame  and  cenfure  without. 

3.  When  the  old  luft  is  returned  to  new  ftrength,the  bitter- 
nefs  of  death  is  off,  or  the  like ;  and  now  the  heart  returrts 
to  its  former  haunt  and  natural  bent ,  to  the  love  and  pra6life 
of  fuch,  or  fuch  a  fin,which  will  eafily  beget  and  declare  an  in- 
equality in  duties :  for  love  and  prafl;ile  of  fin,  will  either 
make  all  duty  to  ceafe,  or  any  method  of  duty  tofiagger  and 
change. 

There  are  two      2.  Okferve  that  there  are  two  forts  of  Ineqnalitles  aboHt  holy 

forts  of  inc^    fervices^ 

^alitks  about     Some  refpea  the  mV/,  and  AElnm  e/icitum  ,  as  the  School- 

^  ^^--^-'     men  fpeak,  the  firft  fpringings  of  ic ,   its  fecret  indinings 
and  motions,. 

Others 
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Others  refpefl  the  Exerclfe  or  FaBy  and  Actum  imperatHmy 
as  they  call  it  ,•  from  thefe  I  infer  two  conclufions,  viz>, 

iXhat  I'^equalltics  of  holy  [crv'iccs^n  reffeBof  the  exerclfe  or 
fa^y  m^ny  confft  with  uprlghtnefs^  v.g.  A  man  oncday  may  -phg  jj,^-    «^ 
be  able  ro  find  words  more  readily  and  abundantly  in  prayer  ,  liesof  holy  fer- 
and  lively-hood  in  his  affeilions,  then  at  another  time,  and  j^'C"  in  refped 
yet  be  truly  upright :  Look  as  a  Preacher  may  be  able  to  ftudy,  °^^^^  excrctfe, 
and  to  preach  one  day  better  then  another;  and  a  Tradfe-  ^["^^  *^°"^^. 
man  to  follow  his  particular  Calling ;  yet  both  the  one  and  nefj.    "^'^^^^ 
the  other,  be  truly  upright  in  their  particular  Calling ;  fo  I 
fay  of  the  exprefled  and  external  a61:s  which   rcfped  the 
courfc  of  our  general  Callings'jC^ir 

2.  That  mtrinfecal  imqnalltles  -^  thofe  in  the  vp'ill  a/id  pHr-  r  ...  .  - 
ffjfes  thereof ,  argtus  defe^  of  uprightPiefs  ;  When  a  mans  the^\\riir  and" 
will  is  one  while  lirongly  purpofed  for  duty,  and  by  and  by  it  purpofcs  there- 
is  totally  bent  and  fetfor  fin,  here  the  inequality  doth  depend  o^»  argue  dc- 
iipon  the  divifion  of  the  heart,  which  is  Hypocrifie  and  falfe-  ^^^  °^  "P* 
nefs.  .  .  "S^^"^^^- 

3,  Cheerfnifiefs  or  nncheerfulnsfs  in  the  pcrformAnce  of  duties -y  Cheer  fulncfs 
^.re  not  iyfallihle  fjmptoms  either  way.     By  Cheerfulncfs  I  mean  or  uncheer ful- 
the  liberty  or  freedom  of  the  fpirits  ;  and  by  uncheerfulnefs  "«^sj^  fiuii", 
the  fadnefs,  heavinefs  or  dulnefs  of  them.As  it  may  be  a  day ,  ^.^  "o^in^alli- 
though  the  fun  Hiine  not ;  nay,  as  the  fun  doth  keep  on  its  eijicr^v^ay?"^^ 

.natural  courfe  and  motion  under  the  Ecliptick  line  ftill,  whe- 
ther you  fee  the  cheerfull  body  of  it  orno:fo  a  perfon  may  pafs 
on  from  duty  to  duty  with  all  afte6lionate  uprightnefs,  though 
there  be  an  habitual  cloud  of  fad  fpirits  ftill  feemingly  v^rapping 
up  all  his  performances. 

I  think,  that  we  do  not  dlftinguifli  always  aright^and  there- 
fore perplex  our  hearts,  there  is  a  difference  twixt  -Ajfe- 
tlions  in  Duties,  and  Cheerfubiefs  in  Duties ;  as  much  diffe- 
rence as  twixt  life  and  lively-hood ,  twixt  burning  and  fla- 
ming. A  brand  may  be  red  hot,  and  burn  to  purpofe,  and 
yet  not  flame  at  all :  fo  a  man  may  bring  living  affe^ions  to  ^%^'  ^ 

his  fervices,  he  may  prefent  them,and  offer  .them  out  oF  the  ..^.n 

de:ireft  love  to  God,  and  trueft  refpe6l  to  his  honour  >  who 
yet  may  not  feel  any  fuch  fparkling  and  flaming  inlargements 
of  his  fpirits  in  the  times  of  difgrace  of  fuch  fervices.     De- 
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f  eft  of  affeftions  is  one  thing;  of  lively-hood  and  checrful- 
txefs,that  is  another  thing :  If  I  ferve  God  without  any  degree 
of  affeftion ,  then  I  am  not  upright ;  but  I  may ,  and  do 
oft-times  ferve  him  without  cheenulncfs,  with  much  dulnefs 
and  hcavincfs  refting  upon  my  fpirits,  and  yet  may  be  upright. 
For  uncheerfulnefs  doth  not  neceffarily,  and  abfolutely,  and 
only  arifc  from  want  of  grace. ;  It  may  intirely  depend  upon 

^^'**  natural  caufes :  A  mans  natural  temper  may  be  fadandmehn- 

cholike,  his  body  may  be  rickly,and  £aint,and  crafie.  Now  as  a 
Mufitian  may  play  over  his  Ditty  fingularly  vvell,  though  he 
doth  make  every  note  to  reel  and  tremble  with  infinite  qua- 
vers, fo  the  ChrilUan  may  do  his^ervices  with  trueft  upright- 
nefs,  though  not  with  that  lively  vhe^fulnefsj  as  another 
perhaps  may  do. 

Though  cheer-      4.  Though  che  erf  nine fs  doth  not  alvpay^  accompany  o^rDnties^ 

fulnefs  doth     j^f  nfrlghtnefs  wa)  he  evlr^ced  by  thefe  thirjgs, 

not  always  ac-       gy  he'in£  humbled  that  voe  cannot  ferve  with  that  lively-hood^ 
company  one  ^  »     {^n  ^ 

rightsKfs  iray  By  mantaming  the  services  even  ont  oj  arejpect  toGod-,  I  Will 
ht  evinced  by  yet  ferve  him  ;  though  I  find  reafons  to  humble  me,  yet  I 
<Khcr  things,  yyin  not,  to  keep  me  off  from  Duties :  though  I  do  want  fpiric 
yet  I  do  find  an  heart  to  pray,  and  to  read,  c^r.  If  I  cannot 
ferve  God  with  fmiies,  yet  I  will  with  rears:  If  my  body 
will  not  carry  my  foul  to  duty,  yet  my  foul  {hall  hale  my  bo- 
dy unto  it. 

By  bringing  in  the  frefent  meafure  of  flrength  :  ^o  much  as  I 
can  do.  Lord,  I  do  now  unto  thee ;  if  I  were  able  to  utter 
more,or  better,  or  longer ,  why>  thou  iliouldft  have  it. 

when  I  am  humbled  that  I  can  do  no  better ,  and  when  I 
ftrive  to  exceed  my  felf,  when  I  will  ferve  God  for  Gods-fake, , 
and  do  not  willingly  with-hold  myRrength,  and  yet  prefent 
all  ia  the  uame  of  Chrift   for  acceptance,  this  is  upright- 
ncfs.,  though  the  looks  and  fpirits  may  be  heavy  and  clouded,. 

C'afe   4.  ^,  whether  all  felf 'love  doth  contrad!^  ufrlghtnefs ;  As  fup- 

d  fa  n^y ^f"^"  P^^^  ^  pcrfon  doth  aa  his  duties  out  of  a  regard  to  himfelf , 
ftff-lovc.  ^^^  whereas  uprightnefs  feems  rather  to  fee  up  all  work  with  a  fin- 
glerefpeft  to  Gods  Glory. 
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Sol.  I  will  not  infift  much  on  this ;  only  obfcrvc  a  few  par- 
ticulars, viz,,  Anfiffcrcd. 

A^fw.  I.  Self-love  (naturally  confidered)   is  an  inbred^.^'^^V-^l'^'^ 
quality  by  which  a  man  affeds  his  own  good  and  benefit,  this  fgygj^  l]^ 
God  hath  implanted  incverjf  mAn^  to  defire  and  work  for  his  man. 
own  fafety  ;  the  firft  care  and  rcfpeft  fliould  be  for  God ,  the 
next  for  our  felves,  and  the  reft  for  others.  . 

2.  Self'lovey  AS  it  i6  natural^    (  fo  abfolutely  confidered  )  x^^^isllmtz* 
h  is  very  lawfnlL     He  that  faid,  Thoti  (halt  love  the  Lord  thy  ed,I$  very  law* 
God  with  Mi  thy  heart ,  faid  alio,  ThoHJhalt  love  thy  mlgh-  full, 
hour  as  thjfelf:  if  as  our  felves,  then  is  it  lawful!  to  love  our 
felvcs ;  yea,  and  the  Apoftle  faith  ,  no  man  ever yst  hated  his 
o)VHflejh',aud  advlfeth  every  man  to  love  his  wife  even  ^/ ^/w*/^//, • 
Ephe.^.29,3?.  ^  Duties  may 

'Duties  may  I  aw f filly  h  dif charged  out   of  a  felf-leve,     A  lawfully  be 
man  may  (in their  difcharge)  have   a  lawful  refpcd  unto  ^^^<^''»^§'<^ °iic 
himfelf,  ( /. )  he  may  regard  his  own  comfort ,  and  peace  ,  °^  ^^^^-^ove. 
and  mercy  ,  and  happinefs  :  as  thus  ,  now  I  may  lawfully  ap-- 
ply  my  felf  to  the  bearing  of  the  word,  to  reading,  to  praying, 
to  a  very  carefuU  walking  v\ich  God,  becaufe  I  would  preferve 
the  peace  of  my  confcience,  becaufe  I  would  keep  up  my 
comfortable  interviews  of  Gods  loving  kindnefs ,   becaufe 
1  would  be  faved  and  eternally  bleffed :  A  man  may  lawfully 
aim  at  comfort  and  falvation  in  his  duties,  this  doth  no  way 
contradid^  or  dilanul  uprightnefs.     Forafmuch  as  God  pro- 
pounds thefe  things  in  his  Word  (  which  is  our  rule  of  doing  -• 
and  working  )  as  motives  to  fet  us  on  to  our  labour,  Be  ahom- 
dinginthework^of  the  Lord  (  faith  the  Apoftle  j  forafmuch  as 
ye  kpow  thatyoHr  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord  ,   i  Cor.  I  ^. 
Bleffed  are  the  pure  in  he ^rt  for  they  fhall  fee  God ;  Mat  5.  8. 
Blejfed  are  you  wh^n  men  fpeak^all  manner  ef  evil  of  yoUyVZr,  1 1 .  ; 

For  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven,  Verfc  1 2.  He  that  continues 
to  the  end^ftall  he  faved,  %epent  that  your  fins  may  he  blotted  out^ 
A6I.3. 19.  Andxoill  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  workj  , 
to  them  who  by  patient  continuance  in  well-doings  feek^  for  glory 
and  honour  ,  and  immortality  ,  eternal  life  ,  Rom.  2.  6.7, 
Whatfocver  God  propounds  as  a  motiveto  Duty,  andwhatfo- 
ever  God promiicth  as  an  encouragement  or  rewatd,  .on  that 
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the  foul  may  moft  lawfully  fix  the  eye.  What  doth  the  A- 
poftle  preft  the  ?/jJ/;/?p/V.;fj  to  mutual  love  and  accord,  by  the 
confolations  of  Chrift,  by  the  comfort  of  the  fpirit,  ThlLi. 
V/hy  doth  he  preis  the  %9m^.ns  to  the  fervice  of  righteoufnef?, 
by  the  ajfur^nce  of  eternal  life  ?  Rom.6.If  that  to  caft  an  eye  on 
thefe  were  unlawfull,  or  that  a  man  could  not  be  upright  who 
did  fo. 

^  Nay,  Verily  not  only  that  which  God  hath  propounded, 
and  that  which  God  hath  promifed,  but  that  which  /  may  praj 
for^on  that  I  may  caft  an  eye.  Now  may  not  the  upright  per- 
fon  pray  for  peace  and  quiet  of  confcience  ?  May  he  not  pray 
for  the  joy  and  comfort  of  Gods  Spirit  ?  May  he  nor  pray 
for  the  falvation  of  his  foul  f  Nay,  that  which  another  good 
man  may  pray  for  me  ,  may  I  not  pray  for  that  my  felf  ?  Now 
faith  Pauly  LMy  hearts  dijire  to  God  for  Ifrael  isythatthe\ 
n:ay  befdved. 

Why?  It  is  granted  by  us  all,  and  it  is  pra6lifed  by  us  all, 
that  we  defire  heaven ;  and  what  is  it  to  defire  heaven  ,  but  to 
defire  falvation  ?  and  what  is  it  to  defire  falvation,  but  to 
dcfire  a  real,  and  glorious,  and  bleffed,  and  eternal  union  with 
God  f  and  what  greater  good  can  a  man  defire  to,  or  for  him- 
,  felf,  then  this  ? 

r  STVcIfXt      4-   But  tiien  in  the  laftplace,there  is  a  two-fold  lelf-love. 

Of  fubortii-         ^^^  SubGrdlyiaticn^     wherein  my  aim  is  firfi:  and  m.ofi  ro 

nation.  Gods  Glory  :  to  my  felf  indeed  there  is  a  refpe6l,but  not  firft 

of  all:  not  molt  of  alJ,  not  only  to  my  felf  flich  a  felf-love 
in  the  difchargc  ef  Duties ,  is  very  lawfull ,  and  the  upright 
have  it.  . 

O^  comperiti-      Another  of  Comfetltlofiy  wherein  I  regard  not  the  glory  of 

^"-  God ;  1  mind  it  not,  or  elfe  I  refpc6l  my  felf  more  then  it  ; 

fo  that  all  may  be  hullied  up,  fo  that  I  might  have  joy,  and  hea- 
ven,and  efcapc  Hell;  I  care  not  for  the  glory  of  God,  I  would 
not  do  duty,  but  to  preferve  my  ^t\^ :  Such  a  felf  love  as  this, 
is  oppofite  to  upri^htncfs ;  for  though  God  gives  us  leave  to 
mind  and  refpe6l  our  felves,  yet  he  commands  us  firft  ,  and 

?^hrnJrr^"^'  moR  to  refpca  and  aim  at  bis  glory. 

fdf-applauic or      \\hether  all  felf-(^ffUHfe^  and  varn  f^lorj  ,  he  mcmfatihle 

vain-glor)',       '^'^ it h  nfrightnefs  ^ 
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Sol,  I  (hall  briefly  affoyle  this  Inquiry. 

1.  Si'lfe-applaftfe  is  the  magnifying  of  otir  f elves  for  dnttes  ^^^^'^^?^^^^ 
happi/;  performed  ',  It  is  a  kind  of  adoration  and  admiration  of  ^'^'^  *^'^- 
our  felves  by  iiiglicr  opinions  of  our  felves ,  or  thoughts  alfo  , 

that  no  others  will  highly  imagine  of  us ,  and  admire  the  emi- 
nency  of  our  parts,  and  gifts,  and  quick  abilities,  and  enlarged 
affections. 

Now  this  I  fay,  that  though  a  man  may  be  lawfully  enlar- 
ged with  joy  and  th.mkfulncls  to  God,  who  hath  gracioufly  af- 
iilkd  and  inlarged  him  in  the  performance  of  duties,  and  bis 
fpirit  thereupon  may  be  the  more  cleered.  Yet  felf-applaufe 
is  naught,  and  oppofitc  to  uprightnefs ;  it  is  nothing  die  but 
a  forgetfulnefs  of  our  God,and  of  his  itrength,&:  of  his  grace,by 
which  we  did  his  fervice ;  It  doth  not  fpring  from  humble  up- 
righuiefs,  but  from  aproud  conceitednefs;  and  is  the  After- 
clap  of  Satan,  and  our  finfull  hearts,  which  kick  down,  and 
undo  that  work  VYhich  otherwife  had  been  very  well  done. ' 

2.  Again,  Vainglory  is  the fetting forth  of  onr felves  indnty^  Vainglory 
it  is  the  ulingof  our  Matters  coin  for  the  fervants  benefit :  ^  ^^ "  ^^'- 
When  a  man  doth  hear,  or  preach,  or  pray,  or  give  alms ,  on- 
ly or  principally  to  be  feen,  to  be  eikemed,  to  be  fpok^n  of,  his 

own  credit  is  the  end  of  his  work*  This  is  a  manifeft  fruit  of 
Hypocrifie,  Chrift  hath  delivered  it  fully  in  y^^^ 6.  Look  as 
he  playes  the  Hypocrite,  who  doth  iome  good  ,  but  yet  will 
will  not  do  all  duty,  and  who  doth  much  duty,  but  loves  fome 
fin;  fo  likewife  he  playes  the  Hypocrite,  that  doth  all  duty, 
meerly  to  advance  and  trumpet  out  his  own  name,and  efli  nati- 
on,and  glory.  Self-applaufe  is  a  fubfequent  Hypocrifie  which 
follows  the  work  ;  Vain-glory  is  an  Antecedent  Hypocrifie 
which  moves  us  to  the  work,  '  Diftinguifh  of 

5.  Neverthclefs  ,  yonmufh  dlfiinq-Hlfh  »f  felf-appUnfc  W  ^^'^r^PP'*"{^ 
z.i;.^/.r;,  that  they  are  either,  and  ram  gl... 

1 .  Naked  ^Bs  or  Motions. 

2.  Habitual  Qualities  or  Difpojitims, 

Even  the  moft  upright  perfon  may  find  them  in  refpe£l  of 
motion,  but  the  Hypocrite  hath  them  in  refpei"^  of  difpoliti- 
on.  In  the  one  they  arifeup  as  temptation,  for  it  is  a  moft 
difficult  thing,  totally  to  be  rid  of  our  felves,  either  before  , 


or 
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or  in,  or  after  Duties.  In  the  other  they  rife  op  as  natural 
affe6^ions  ;  the  one  feeds  on  them  as  on  meat;  the  other  is 
troubled  with  them  as  with  poyfon:  they  break  the  heart  of 
the  one  with  pride  y  of  the  other,  with  forrow  and  huiTiblmg  : 
In  the  one,  they  are  approbations ;  in  the  the  other,  they  are 
vexations:  In  an  Hypocrite  they  are  like  the  wind  which  fills 
the  fails;  In  an  upright  perfon  they  are  like  the  wind  which 
troubles  the  ftomack.  The  Duties  done  by  an  Hypocrite ,  are 
like  glafles  made  and  blown  up,  only  by  breath :  the  Applaufc 
of  men  breaths  ftrongly  upon  his  affections  to  fct  out  his  fer- 
vices.  But  it  is  with  an  uptight  perfon  in  this  cafe,  as  with  a 
leaf  on  a  tree,  a  little  breathing  of  the  air  makes  it  to  tremble : 
An  upright  perfon  is  afraid  of  his  own  high  opinion,  or  the 
commendation  of  others ;  He  can  be  highly  glad  when  the  ho- 
nour is  caft  on  God ;  and  if  any  after- rifingsbegin  to  grow  for 
former  Duties,  he  is  not  well,  till  he  hath  caft  them  down, 
by  after-humblings.  The  upright  perfon  is  much  with  God  be- 
,  fore  duty,  and  all  for  God  after  it :  He  takes  all  the  ftrength 
of  A6lion  out  of  Gods  hand,  and  therefore  would  not  finger 
the  leafl  fcrupleof  praife  :  He  looks  on  inward  applaufc  as  a 
crofs,  and  on  publique  as  a  danger :  In  the  one  I  hate  my 
felf,  in  the  other  I  fear  my  felf. 

OlfjeH,  It  is  lawful  ( I  confefs  )  to  know  what  God  hath 
given  us,  and  to  acknowledge  the  good  which  he  hath  done  in 
us,  or  by  us ,  how  elfe  can  we  be  thankfull  f 

Sol,  Burthen,  it  is  neccflary  to  make  him  the  end,  whom 
we  acknowledge  to  be  the  caufe ;  to  give  unto  God  the  glory 
who  hath  given  to  us  the  ftrength. 

No  more  to  this  cafe,  but  this,  beg  for  much  grace  to 
do  duty,  and  when  you  have  done  it,  beg  for  much  (Irength  to 
give  God  the  glory  of  it :  An  Hypocrite  is  made  up  of  himfelf 
and  men ;  but  the  upright  perfon  U  made  only  by  God,  and 
for  him. 
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SECT.  V. 

Third  ufcof  theDo^rineniallbcto  ftirus  up  to  get  ^a 
UfrlghtHcfsy  and  to  keep  iC)Cherc  arc  tWQ  things  which  Labor  to  f« 
here  offer  themfelves,  vl^.  aprigtncfs,  aod 

1.  Motives  to  pcrfwade  us.  keep  it. 

2.  Means  to  dircfl  and  help  us, 

1 .  For  the  firft  of  thcic,  what  lliall  I  fay  ?  how  fhall  I  per- 
fwadc  !  If  all  the  Arguments  of  heaven,  or  earth,  might  be 
available,  I  have  them  at  hand  to  prefent  them  unto  you,  to  Morlvcj. 
cxcicc  your  hearts  to  this  labour  :  If  there  be  any  regard  of 
a  God,  of  a  Chrift,  of  your  fouls,  of  your  comforts  here,  of 
your  happincfs  hereafter,  then  think  of  Uprightnefs,  content 
not  your  felves  till  you  have  it,  Why<* 

I .  God  regards  y  OH  noty  if  jok  be  not  upright :  his  eyes  are  Hfon 
thetrHthy  tindhtW\\\hc  way flyipped  in fpirit  and  truth ;ihoU'^^^^^^^^^  ,. 
fands  of  Rams  and  rivers  of  oil,  daily  oblations,  folemn  hum-  uplj^hi.^^^    ^^ 
blings,  crying?  and  callings,  he  cannot  away  with  them,  he 
hides  his  hcc  from  them,  if  the  heart  under  thcfe  be  falfe  and 
doubcini!. 

The  fVard  of  God  condemns  you ;  if  you  be  not  upright,  it 
will  not  acquit  you ;  if  you  have  Lamps  without  oyl,  a  form  of 
godlinefs  without  the  power  thereof ,  thou.h  you  make  many 
prayers,  though  long  prayers,  though  you  give  much  alms, 
yet  if  your  hearts  be  not  upright  in  thefe,  the  Word  will  con- 
demn you  for  Hypocrites,  and  will  give  you  your  portion, 
with  them  who  iliall  have  the  greater  damnation. 

Tour  conference  willfecretly  reproach  andvex  youmxhtda^y 
ofyour  calamity  ;  when  any  judgement  hangs  over  thy  head, 
or  any  affliction  co^nes  near  unto  thee,then  will  thy  confcience 
rife  up,and  j^all  and  wound  thee  for  thy  clofe  unevenncffes  and 
hypocritical  prad^ifes  of  fm  againil  thy  better  profelfton  of  ho- 
ly walking.  What  the  Prophet  fpake  of  the  unjuft  gainer,  He 
<rettethriches^  and  not  hy  right  ^  he  (hall  leave  them  inthemldft 
of  his  days-t  and  at  the  end  he  fhall  he  a  f  sol  :  That  fay  I  of  the 
Hypocrite,he  heaps  up  duty  upon  duty,  works  upon  works,  but 
the  day  of  tryal  comes,  and  then  he  fhall  appear  to  be  a  fool. 

Kk  Ah, 
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Ah  ,  vain  man  1  to  think  there  is  not  a  day  for  the  difcove- 
ry  of  fecrets,  or  that  there  is  not  a  God  who  fearcheth  the 
hearts  and  reins,  who  greedily  hunts  after  the  applaufe  and 
credit  of  men,  and  declines  the  approbation  of  the  great 
Judge.  O  when  thy  accounts  aretobeprefenced  and^iven 
up  before  the  tribunal  fear  of  the  holy,  and  true  ,  and  terrible 
God;  and  thou  Hialt  then  fay,  O  Lord,  all  the  outward  ^ood 
I  did,  I  did  it  only  to  get  my  felf  a  name  ;  all  the  fervices  of 
Keligion,  1  laboured  in  them  only  that  men  might  think  well 
of  me :  fome  of  thy  precepts  I  did  like,  but  others  I  did 
not  care  for,  becauie  they  thwarted  my  ends  ;  much  good  I 
did,  but  it  was  only  to  cloak  and  cover  the  much  (ecret  evil 
which  1  did  love,  and  in  which  I  did  walk :  fo  many  years  I 
*"  lived,  and  kept  company  with  Chriftinns,  againft  whofe  pow- 

erful! pra6tife  of  holinefs  my  heart  did  rife  ;  many  a  time  did 
their  heavenly  difcourfes  find  out  and  condemn  my  private 
lufl:,yef  1  bleared  their  eyes,  I  yet  wrelkd  with  my  confcience, 
I  would  not  yet  leave  all  m.y  fms,  and  now  wo  is  me!  thou 
doft  love  truth  in  the  inward  parts,  this  I  knew ,  yet  I  pi.iyed 
the  hypocrite.  Nay,  if  more  may  be  added,  then  take  this 
the  Lord  God  after  death  wiil  fhiit  the  door  a^jainil  fuch  fool- 
irh-perfons  who  content  themfelves  with  lamps  without 
oyl,  and  do  cry.  Lord,  Lord,  have  we  not  preached ,  c^c. 
and  heard  thee  in  our  (treets,  and  yet  were  workers  of  iniqui- 
ty. Look  as  the  Lord  takes  notice  of  a  mans  Hy pocrify  now, 
(fo  this  fepple  draws  near  unte  me  w  it  h  their  lips^  h^t  their  hearts 
are  far  from  me  )  fo  he  will  take  notice  of  the  iiypocrite  here- 
after, not  only  to  (hut  heaven  againll  him,  but  to  call  him  in- 
•  to  everlafting  burnings,  7/^.3^14.  fo  then,  methinks; ,  here 
were  motives  enough  tojftir  us  up  to  be  upright,  becaufe  elfe 
the  Lord  rega  ds  us  not,  neither  perfons,  nor  works ;  yea,  his 
Wordion' err; ns  us,  and  our  confciences  do  condemn  us; 
we  walk  under  afenrence,  and  fhall  die  under  a  curfe  ,  and 
God  wili  be  a  ainfi  us  too  in  judi^ement,  he  will  not  know  us, 
but  abominate  us  from  his  prefence. 
Uprlehtnefs  is  ^^  But  then  if  you  confider  on  the  other  /ide.  How  accept 
very  accepta'-    ta^le  athing  ufrlghtnefs  is  to  God -^  what  delight  he  takes  in 

ble  uaio  God.  fuch  perfons,  how  his  Covenant  is  with  them^  and  what  infi- 
nite 
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nice  pro.nifes  are  their  Treafuries,  how  God  will  hear  their 
pr.iyers,  zccQri  of  -their  perfon,  pafs  over  their  \\^aknefres  > 
increale  thei/  bleifings,  eibblilh  their  comforts ;  what  defen- 
ces, and  fecre'',  and  itron^,  and  comfortable  acquittances  L]p- 
nghtncis  breeds  in  the  confcience!  what  confidence  it  gives 
in  our  accelf^s  to  God,  what  folace  under  all  ourcroiTes  ? 
what  pe:.ce  and  cjuietnef-^,  and(heng:h,  notwithllanding  ill 
contrary  fuggeltions  !  what  boldnefs  in  death,  what  grounds 
to  implead  with  God  I  v\hat  a  certainty  of  acceptance  no  v.^ 
and  trueft  olory  hereafter !  Ohow  might  thefc  things  wo:k 
upon  our  hears  to  labour  to  be  upright,  &c. 

Ob  M.  But  you  will  fay  now,  why,whatmay  wedo  to  get 
uprightneis,  andtomainuin  it  ? 

So/.   Now  we  come  to  the  meaf^s  of  uprlghtnefs  ,  for  which  Mcanj.' 
take  thefe  particulars  into  your  confideration  i 
I .    Di  e^lion.s  fo;  the  getting;  of  ir. 
2'.  Directions  for  the  preferving  of  it. 

3»  Some  other  confiderations  and   meditations:  for  the  Diredionsto 
firil,  I  commend  thefe  things  unto  you.  gcr  in^rightncfi 

!•  If  ever  you  would  have  y.pri:ht hearts ^  jou  mptftthen  (to  to  of  heart. 
God  for  them.     Hypocrify  is  a  natural  weed-,  we  need  not  go  5^°. '^°^'^^ 
beyond  cur  felves  to  find  a  caufe  of  it ;  even  a  Child  is  able  to-  °^*^' 
frame  actions  to  the  eye  of  others  :  but  uprightncfs  is  a  flow- 
er of  heaven  :  only  that  God  who  can  make  new  ,  is  able  to 
make  the  heart  upright.     I  pray  you  toconiider  that  all  the 
holy  qualities  and  cempets  of  the  new  Covenant-,  come  from 
no  other  fpring  then  Gods  grace  ;  none  can  beRo?/  ibem  but 
God  ,  and  he  can  do  it.     Now  the  upright  heart  is  a  fpring  of 
the  Covenant,  J^^.  3 1.39.  I  will  give  thrmo^ie  hearty  and  one 
way  ^t  hat  they  n.' ay  fear  me  for  ever.     Is  there  here  a  pe^'fon  this 
day  who  is  fenfible  of  the  guile  of  his  fpirit,  of  the  hypocrifie  in 
his  heart,that  he  cannot  be  fo  for  God  as  he  fhould,  that  he  is        ,  3 

uneven,  and  oft-times  crooked  in  his  walkings  ?■  why  >  go  to  * 

God!  pray  with  D^^/^,  Pfalm.  51.  i.    O  ereate^  in  me  a  clean 
hearty  O  hord^  and  renew  a  right  fpritr  -Within  me. 

But  you  will  fay ,  may  an  hypocnte  come  to  God,  will  God 
regard  him  though  he  calls  upon  him  ,  will  he  not  (hue  cut  his 
prayers ;  will  he  beare  the  prayer  of  him  who  regards  fin  in  his 
hcarc.  •       Kk  a  I 
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1  Anfyver. 

SoL  Ic  matters  not  how  much  bypocrific  hath  been  hatched 

within  thee,  and  a6led  by  thee  heretofore  ,.  If  now  thou  com- 

meft  to  be  fenfiblc  of  thy  hypociifie  and  to  condemn  it,&to  bcr 

wail  it,&to  abhor  ic^if  former  hjjpoaifie  be  now  come  to  hearty 

confli6i,though  it  be  giving  out  into  many  thoughts  of  felfe  and 

bafc  encls,yet  be  not  difmayed,^o  to  God,he  can  fubdueirjand 

he|cfln  take  out  that  guile  of  thy  fpirit  ,  and  he  can  fafhion  a 

ftraitnefle  and  rightnelTe  of  heavenly  frame  within  thee  5  he  is 

able  to  make  good  whatfoever  he  hath  promifed. 

Gtt  t  predo-        Secondly  if  you  would  finde  uprightnefle  in  you,  then  get  an 

minatiove  of  exceeding  and  -predom'wate, love  of  God,  and  his  waycs  :  Love  is 

Godtndh.s     of  great  force  and  influence  to  a  mans  ways  andadions,  it 

^  ^  **  is  like  the  Rudderwhich  doth  mailer  the  flup  in  the  motion , 

it  can  turne  and  vvinde  it  any  way  j  fo  doth  love  prevails 

with  the  foulc :  it  hath  a  command  over  it,  about  a  mans  wavs 

and  a(5tions ;  if  a  man  had  a  ftrong  love  of  God,  if  he  did 

heartily ,  and  with  great  afFc:6lions ,  incline  and  drive  for  God, 

for  his  glory,  for  his  truth,  this    would  prcvaile  with  him 

to  be  upright,  D^nt.io,  12.   the  love  of  God  is  put  in  as  a 

meancs  to  walke  in  all  his  wayes,  and  to  ferve  him  with  all  our 

hearts. 

The  want  of  uprightneffe  ,  comes  from  the  want  of  love  ;  u 
the  fallneffeofa  woman  to  her  husband,  growes  upon  wane  of 
conjugalllove  •"  it  is  the  love  of  the  world  which  draws  a  man 
fo  often  alide  ,  which  makes  him  off  and  on ,  and  it  is  the 
love  of  fin  ,  which  makes  a  man  fo  hypocritical]. 

If  a  man  coulr!  love  God  above  all, he  would  delight  to  walk 
with  him,  he  would  be  careful  to  plcafe  him,  fearful  to  offend, 
him,  ready  to  obey  him,   would  be  kept  in  for  God,  he  would, 
not  make  fo  many  ftrayings,  he  would  minde  Gods  glory  more. 
Oct  to  hate         Thirdly  get  to  hate  fin ,  A  fecret  love  of  fin  (after  all  reftraints 
fia.  and  paufes  )  will  draw  the  foule  afide ,  Ic  will  ( like  a  covered 

^l^t^it)  break  out  againc.  . 

There  are  three  things  in  hatrcd'which  contribute  to  upright- 
nefle. 

I. It  is  2iTiim»ard  averfatloni  the  very  heart  is  drawcn  ofFfrom. 
an  objeft ,  and  the  heart  is  filled  with  a  loathing  and  a  deiiati- 

on,- 
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on  of  the  evill :  not  the  tongue  and  looks  onely,  but  the  very 
inclination  of  the  will  is  turned  afide, 

2.  \i\sumverfalU  for  hatred  is  of  the  kinde- rhewillin  the 
whole  latitude  of  it ,  is  the  objed  of  hatred ,  /  hate  everj  faifc 
ivajy  faid  David  ,  P/^/.  119. 

3.  It  is  ferntAnem  2ind  durable  :  pallion  is  a  ftoroic  which 
will  quickly  off ,  but  hatred  is  a  fetled  quality ,  arguments  al- 
lay it  not ,  nor  doth  time  remove  it :  what  have  /  to  dj  any  more 
with  ldolsy(diid  Ephraim^Uo^zU^,^,  They  fhall defile  their  co- 
verings 5  and  fay  unto  them  j^et  thee  hcnce^^iz,  30. 22. So  thar  if  4 
man  could  gee  the  hatred  of  hn,  he  fhould  quickly  finde  an  e- 
ven  uprightnelfe. 

The  caufc   why  a  man    is  not  even  in  his  walking,  h  either  ^ 

bccaufe, 

1 .  His  heart  is  not  bent  ag/wflfime^\xt  oives  a  delightful  way 
unco  it,it  doth  not  refirt  and  loath  ic,but  harbours  and  favours  ic. 

2.  Som"  one  particptlar  Inflwinnes  and  games  upon  the  foule '^ 
though  fome  are  una6lcd  >  yet  one  fpeciall  luft  is  retained  which 
hath  power  to  command  and  rule  the  lite. 

3.  He  is  carried  agatnfifin  upon  mHtable^  ani  decayinggroun  //, 
which  being  removed5the  heart  then  returnes  to  its  proper  and 
natulan  bent,     . 

But  now  It  ipiritual  hatred  of  finnc  were  implanted,  then  the 
combat  twixt  fm  ,  and  the  perfon  would  beimvard,  the  very 
heart  would  loath  the  nature  and  inclinations  of  ic ,  and  it  would 
be  univerfall  and  c  nftant ,  fo  that  here  would  arife  a  general! 
cvennede  in  a  mans  converfation.Unevennefs  chough  ic  appear 
without ,  yet  it  begins  within  the  heart,is  the  maine  wheele  of 
a  mans  courfe,and  therefore  if  love  gets  the  heart  fo:  God,and 
hatred  rules  the  heart  againft  fin ,  you  may  very  well  be- 
lieve that  thefe  two  will  yeeld  out  a  very 'upright  endea- 
vour and  courfe  of  holinefle.  In  fpirituals,  that  which  keeps  the 
fountaine ,  doth  keep  the  (keame ,  and  thai  which  betters  the 
heart ,  doth  likwife  wcl!  order  the  life. 

2.  For  the  fecbnd  which  rerpe6l  zht  p^efervivg  meanesj  take  D!reaions  for 
thefe  direaions.  ^  pccfcrvingit. 

I.  Firft  if  you  would  prcferve  upri  hrne^e,  youtiiuftpr^-prcrcrvinga 
ferve  an  hoi)  feare  of  God',  you  know  che  pi  oiniie  ,  /  will  put  my  holy  fcire  of'* 

feare  GoJ.  • 


2  5f  4  ^^'^  Jmtomy  ofuprightneCs.      Chap .  j^ 

fe-are  wto  thsir  harts  ,    and  thy  fhaU  riOt  depart  from  ?fu^  Jere. 

,  Winning  is  the  only  departing  from  God ,  He  never  leaves 
us  but  for  fin  ,  our  departing  is  our  unevennefs ,  and  we 
uever  kave  him  but  by  hnne,  and  our  unupright  walkings;  but 
that  now  which  keeps  us  from  departing ,  is  teare  f  Thefe^re 
of  the  Lordis  afountaine  of  life  ^  to  depart  from  thefnares  of 
deaths  Prov.  24.27.  If  a  man  could  alwayes  keep  an  awful  and 
powerfuli  reg?.rd  to  God  •  that  he  (lood  in  awe  of  his  attri- 
butes 5  snd  of  his  word  ,  he  would  keep  plaine  with  Cod  >  he 
would  not  tranfgrefTe  for  a  morfel ,  nor  thinke  that  it  may  be 
fafe  for  him  to  (in. 

An  tidy  feare  of  God  bath  thefe  two  Properties. 

I.  It  puts  the  foule  and  aEllons^  in  Godspr^fe^ce  ,  one  faith  that 

God  is  all  eye  to  fee  every  thing  ,  and  all  eare  to   heare  every 

thing  ,  fo  doih  holy  feare  reprefent  God ,  as  one  who  is  now 

beholding  all  that  I  do  ,    and  as  one  who  underftands  my 

thoughts  afar  oft ,  from  whom  no  not  the  whifperings  of  the 

minde  *,  nor  the  imaginations  of  my  heart ,  nor  the  clofeft , 

and  moft  fccret  adlings  can  be  concealed.    Its  fiands  in  awe  of 

this  all  difcoverinj  God  ,  hdw  can  I  do  this  great  mckjdne^e 

-     andfinne  agawfi  ^ od  ,  taide  Jo[eph  ,  when  there  were  none 

but  he  and  hismiftreffe  and  his  God  together,  Gen.^g  9. 1  feare 

his  juftice  ,  that  in  will  breake  out  upon  me  ,  if  I  iliould  dare 

to  (in;. and  I  feare  his  mercy  ,  that  it  -vill  draw  off,  if  I  prefume 

to  offend  ,  Pfal.  4. 4.  Stand  ia  ax^e  andfinne  not^  Pfal  1 19.1 61 . 

Princes  alfo  have  perfectited  me  without  a  caufe  ,  Why  ?    this 

might  ftirre  up  itrangc  qualities  in  D^vid ,  O  no)  but  my  heart 

fiandethinawe  of  thyyvordy  q,  d.  Idirll  not  breake  out  to  (in 

for  all  that  ;  thy  word  which  I  feared  kept  me  in. 

-faith  prefer ves      ^'  Faith  breeds    andpreferves  uprlghtneffe  and  evenneffe  ^  I 

uprightncfic.    remember  the  Apoftles  caution,  Heh,i,\ 2,Take heed^ brethren^ 

leaf;  their  be  In  any  of  yon  an  evill  heart  of  nnbeliefe  In  .departing 

from  th  living  (jod :  unbcliefe  it  is  the  root  of  all  hypocriiie 

andappoftacy  that  men  are  but  halfe  in  duties,  it  is  becaufe 

they  do  not  (indeed  j  believe  the  extent  of  obedience  to  God; 

and  that  they  keep  (ome  private  lu:>^  it  is  becaufe  they  do 

-  not 
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not(indeed)beiieve  the  truth  of  Gods  jufticej^  power,  &  wrath. 

But  faith  caufeth  evenneffe,  foraUnuch 

I .  n/i^  it  jets  rp  prcv^i/i^g  ar-JHi^.crits  ,  the  foul  never  doubtes 
in  the  way  ^  but  by  the  Itrength  of  fahe  arguments ,  either  falfe 
pleafuresjor  falfe  profits  is  fo:cibie  with  the  heart,&  infnarcs  ir ; 
we  ftep  afide  alwaies  by  the  cunnin,.^  of  error.     But  faith  not 
only  difcovers  falfe  inducements,  but  alfo  bringes   better  and 
ftronger  motives  ,  it  knovves  anJ  teacheth  where  the  fouJc 
will  be  at  a  loffe  y  and  holds  it  off  by  the  goodneffe,  and  kind- 
nefTe  ,  and  loving  favour  of  God:  who  would  venture  his  com- 
fortable afped  of  God,and  fweet  communion  with  Ch ail,  for  a 
morfel  of  lloFlen  bread,or  for  one  draught  of  unlawful  pJeafure? 
2,  It  confirain:s  the  heart  to  finguUr  love  of  G'>d  and  Clrifliiho. 
more  faith  the  more  love:  all  true  faich  is  infliming,  for  it  {qqs 
and  feels  much  lovejand  therefore  kindUs  much-now  much  love 
raifeth  much  evenneiiein  walking  ,  vvhiles  the  love  is  keptiip 
dole  to  God,the  heart  and  life  ordinarily  are  kept  in  an  uprigtic 
motion ;  for  ail  true  love  is  tender  and  careful ,  and  pleafin.^. 

g.  It  furljies  the  heart'-  Faith  is  like  fire,  which  haih  one  qua- 
lity to  afcend  and  another  toburne  :  fo  faich  it  ne^^oiiates  for 
us  at  heaven,  and  iikewife  it  breeds  more  intrinfecail  renovati- 
on of  the  heart  by  holineffe:  faith  is  the  befi:  friend  to  our  gra- 
ces ,  the  furert  helpe  ro  our  affe<5i:ions ,  the  ftrongeft  prop  to 
our  duties  5  and  the  foreft   enemy  to  our  finnes  :  No  grace 
doth  fo  much  for  the  heart  as  faith,  our  aihftance  for  good  and 
our  refiftance  of  evil  depends  moft  on  it ,  we  finde  expe- 
rimentally 5  th-U  many  finnes  then  breake  out  when  we  \oo(c 
the  fight  of  Cod  :  as  Ion?,  as  we  can  eye  God,  the  loule  is 
fafe ;  fee  Cjod  in  his  promifes ,  fee  God  in  his  precepts ,  and 
fee  him  in  his  Threatnin^S5and  then  we  hold  up  and  go  on:  but 
ifonce  welofehim  in  the  fight  of  his  promifes,  then  Impa- 
tience and  murmuring  ,  and  difcontents ,  and  unlawfull  pro- 
je6ls,  and  wa-yes  appeare  in  the  heart  and  life  ,  fo  alfo  if  we 
lofe  him  in  the  fi^'ht  of  his  precepts ,  which  guide  and  binde , 
Now  loofneife^and  carelefneffe,  and  indifferency  appears:  and  ' 
lofe  him  in  the   fight  of   his  threatnings    ,    now  pride  and 
prefumption  and  other  bold  adventurings  appeare.  But  if  we 
could  by  faith  fee  him  who  is  irivifible^if  we.  could  fee  the  good- 

nefle 
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Simile, 


neffe  and  fidelity  and  immutability  of  his  promifes  for  all  kinde 
of  good  fupplics  and  if  we  could  fee  the  power,  and  authority, 
and  equity  of  ail  his  precepts ,  refpe^^ing  our  a6lions  and  ways, 
and  if  one  could  behold  the  juftice  and  terror  of  the  Lord  by 
faith  in  all  his  threatnings:  O  how  might  the  foule  be  bounded 
and  kept !  like  a  river  twixt  its  banks  in  a  conftant  andXvYeet 
courfe  of  even  and  upright  walking. 

3 .  If  you  would  prefcrve  uprightneffe,  thertyo'4  mnft  get  and 
prefervs  hHrnblctteffe  of  ffirlt^  Remember  this?  that  the  hum- 
ble Chriftian  receive,  moLt  good,  and  lives  beft.The  flow  .hands 
writes  the  faireft  copy ;  andthelow  valky ,  of  all  the  parts  of 
the  earth  is  mod  yearly  fruitfull  :  Highnefte  of  fpirit  and  much 
unevennefie,  ordinarily  keep  company. 

There  are  three  properties  in  humbleneffe,  which  /Lew  that 
it  much  conducech  to  uprighrnefl'e. 

One  that  it  is  much  with  God :  hence  we  read  of  the  cries  of 
thehumblCjind  rhedefiresofthe  heart;  the  humble  foule  is 
like  the  weake  Ivie  which  clinges  about  the  llrong  oakc  ,  fo  it 
IS  much  with  a  mighty  God;  you  fliali  feldom.e  finde  the  hum- 
ble perfon  without  a  teare  in  his  eye^a  complaint  in  his  tongue, 
a  prayer  in  his  heart,  either  youiinde  him  upon  his  feet  (hnd- 
ing  ,'to  hear  what  God  will  fay,  or  upon  his  knee,  craving  vvhac 
God  will  give. 

2.  Another,  thatitha:h  much  from  Goi'  There  be  high 
mountaines  which  be  above  all  cloudes;th2  proud  heart  is  moll 
empty  ,becaure  moft  lofty,  but  God  gives  grace  mao  the  humble^ 
Jam.  4-  the  poor  beggar  gets  the  almcs,  and  the  low  valley  gets 
the  fhowers;  and  the  humble  heart  the  grace  of  God ;  and  that 
both  preventing  grace  which  makes  good  an  affifting  grace  wich 
holds  on  in  good,  thou  haff  hard  thedejire  ofthehptmhle, 

:?.  A  third,  thatitdorh  Allfor  Cj (7^':  there  are  two  things 
which  the  humble  perfon  doth  moft  eye. 

One  is  Gods  rule ,  another  is  Gods  glory  ,  as  a  good  fervanc 
who  takes  commandes from  his  mafters  mouth,  and  layesout 
himfelfe  for  his  mafters  advantage:  All  is  from  him,  and  by 
him,  and  therefore  all  muft  be  to  him,  faith  the  humble  heart. 

Novy  all  thefe  conduce  diref^iy  to  upri^htnefle  ,    he  is  beft 
in  walking  with  God  ,  who  is  moft  in  calling  upon  God ;  pray- 
er 
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er  being  like  the  firm  and  folid  ground  which  enables  the  feet  to 
ftand  be(K  And  God  is  near  to  the  humble  :  the  weak  child 
is  preferved  from  moft  falls,  which  is  held  by  the  hand  of  the 
mother,  or  carried  in  the  bofom  of  the  Nurfc  :  Where  di^ 
vine  rtrength  is  moft  communicated,  there  the  life  is  moft  uni- 
formly ordered  :  and  then  humblenefs  refers  all  to  Gods  ^lo- 
ry ,  it  i^'uts  the  caufe  of  gift  upon  him,  and  the  honor  of  their 
ufe,  which  is  dire6lly  oppofite  to  Hypocrihe  ;  therefore  labour 
to  be  humble,  get  to  be  fenfible  of  your  felves,  both  for  natu^ 
rals,  andalfofpirituals;  in  the  on>:,  feeyourvilenefs  ;  in  the 
other,  you'  emptinefs,  &c. 

Fourthly,  If  you  would  get  and  preferve  uprightnefs  ,  t/jef^  ^ 
get  your  hearts  to  he  crncifiedto  ihs  world,     Hypocrifie  and  "'^^y^"^!*^*"* 
world  i  nefs  are  feldom  far  afunder ;  Ic  is  rare  to  find  an  Hypo-  \l  \l  "^^ 
crite,  but  he  IS  one,  who  is  either  ftrongly  ambitious  of  honor, 
or  greedily  dehrous  of  Riches :  fearch  the  Scrriptures ,  and  you 
(i-\^\\  find  It  fo,and  very  cleerly  in  the  Plyarlfees,  Now  when  the 
heart  is  fet  upon  the  vvorld,it  is  eafiiy  drawn  aiide;  it  will  ever  & 

anon  be  unevenrthe  bo. vl  which  hath  a  bias  cannot  run  lonc'e  in 
a  ft  rait  VmzXhey  that  wlllh  rich  fall  into  temptation  andafnare, 
into  manyfoolifh  &  hnrtfall  Iti^s^Uc.For  the  love  of  mony  is  the 
root  ofalUytl,!  l\m.6.^,ic.  A  thing  of  naught  turns  alide  the 
heart  which  is  worldly  ;  the  look  of  a  man,  ttic  hope  of  a 
nod,  a  change  of  garments,  a  m.orfel  of  bread,  a  meals  meat 
a  few  pieces  of  filver,  all  of  thefe  are  to  a  worldly  hearr ,  like 
the  winde  to  the  fhip  which  turned  the  fails  round  about 
Therefore  take  heed  of  the  world  ;  moft  of  our  uneven  carria- 
ges arifefrom  want  of  faith  ro  exalt  God,and  from  the  enthral- 
ing  of  our  hearts  to  the  world,  we  are  under  cicher  the  difcou- 
ragements  of  the  world,  and  the  fear  of  them  make  us  to  ftep 
awry,  or  elfe  the  encouragements  of  ir,  and  the  hope  ,  and 
love  of  them  makes  us  to  omit  duties,  or  put  out  our  hearts  to 
wickednefs.    The  fear  of  man,  and  the  too  hiph  account  of 
carnal  power,  and   too  much  love  of  our  felves  ,  and  tbo. 
woid  are  fore  enemies  to  uprightnefs  of  heart  or  life.-he  who 
will  know  no  Lord  but  Chrift  ,  and  no  fafety  like  tha^  of  God 
and  no  good  like  that  which  is  heavenly,his  fpiric  is  found,  and 
h is  life  will  be  upright. 

■^*  5.  Now 
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3.  Now  toaii  chat  hath  been  faid,  let  me  add  a  few  daily 
medications,  which  may  be  of  great  force  to  keep  us  in  upright 

Confiderad'     vvalking. 

oBstokcep  us  Four  confideracions  more, 

upright.  I.  On^ythxt  God fearcheth  mj  heart y  andfllll lookj  ufonmy 

God  fcarcheth  ways.     H'het  her  (hall  I  gs  froyn  thy  prefenccy  laid  Dav'idy  Pfahn 
b  hoM  "^^  1        ^  ^  9'     ^nd  all  things  are  naks^t  ^^^  ^f^^  to  him-ywhh  whom  we 
wayej  °         ^^^^  ^^  ^^"^^j  ^^^'^  ^^'^  Apoft[e,  Heb.  4.    There  can  be  no  adi- 
on  hid  from  an  all-feeing  eye .    Nor  can  the  ground^  and  mo- 
tives, and  ends  of  our  adiionsbe  fecret  to  him  who  fearcheth 
the  heart  and  reins,  and  underflAnds  our  thoughts  a  far  oA  :  wc 
may  blind  the  eyes  of  men ,  but  we  cannot  delude  the  eye  of 
God.    The  Lord  fecth  me  in  the  dark,  and  my  private  eourfes 
are  as  obvious  to  him,  as  the  mountain  to  the  fun  ^i  noon-day ; 
what  way  I  take  he  well  obferves,  and  which  way  my  heart 
runs,  what  it  favours,  and  what  it  diflikes ;  what  I  do,  and 
what  end  Ihave  in  all  my  doing?,  and  what  principles  and 
rules  fway  within  the  chambers  of  my  breaft:Thi5  daily  medita- 
tion may  be  of  force  to  look  both  to  the  matter  of  our  doing?, 
and  to  the  manner  •  and  fo  incline  us  to  upiight  walking. 
I  mui^  one  da'y    ■  2.  Another,   That  I  m-dfi  one  day  appear  before  Gody  and  then 
appear  before    all  fecrets  (hall  be  difclofed.    The  upr-ight  man  may  be  fliad- 
Godj.and  then  ^^yyo^  q^^  {^y  ^«  \\t:kiz  in  a  clear  glafs ,   through  which. any  one 

wiiufs  dlfcld"-  ^^y  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^"^  motion  of  it. 

\^^  "*  But  this .  is  fure,  that  however  in  this  life?  our  anions  and 

wayes  m*ay  be  wrapt  up  with  many  devices  and  hidden  con- 
ceits of  Hypocriiie.  Yet  at  the  day  of  Judgement  every  man 
i"hali  be  throughly  opened,  anatomized,  as  it  were  ,  and  orderly 
cut  up.  What  his  heart  did  love  or  hate,  what  publick  or 
private  wickednefs  it  did  a^^,  and  would  notforfake,  what 
pretences  to  cover  fecret  (innings,  what  bawlkings  and  de- 
clinings  of  known  duties  ,  what  ingenuous  or  fordid  ends 
in  all,  and  every  performance  ;  all  thefe,  and  more  then  thefe 
mud  be  fpread  open  at  the  day  of  Judgement,  before  the  eyes 
of  men  and  Angels. 

Of  which  did  we  believingly  confider,  probable  it  is  that  we 
would  attend  to  uprightnefs  of  heart  and  life,  to  prefentafair 
cQpy  cf  our  felves  to  ih^  eye"of  God, 
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5.  ^/i  little  mevemefs  vpill  mar  the  comfort  of  a  great  deal  of  A  little  une- 
Hprightnefs.  vcnnefs  will 

There  are  two  forts  of  unevenncfs  in  walking.  '"^'^je  the 

One>is  Habitual  and  allowed,  which  mar  res  the  juft  hopes  and  ^^^i^in^T'^' 
expectations  of  glory.    Forafmuch  as  that  is  either  grofs  pro-  ^"^  ^' 

fanene fs  ,  or  cunning  Hypocrify ,  both  which  are  excluding 
fins. 

Another,  is  AElmlj  which  is  a  trip,  a  ftumble,  an  out-ftrip- 
ping  in  the  courfe  of  a  pious  walking.     I  confcfs  it  may  befall 
the  beft,  yet  it  will  imbitter  our  foules :  All  the  good  courfe 
which  a  man  hath  led,  and  actions  which  he  hath  fincerely 
done,  cannot  fo  much  comfort  him,  *as  many  particular  ob- 
liquities and  unevcnnefTes  may  fad  and  perplex  him.    As   in  a  g-^^\i„ 
vvrinch  of  the  foot,  the  prefent  pain  fhuts  out  the  fenfe  of 
.VJformerftrength  ;  or  as  in  the  ficknefs  of  the   flomack,  the 
prefent  difeafe  clofcth  up  the  fenfe,  of  all  health  ;  fo  the  parti- 
cular mifcarriagesin  a  Chriftian  courfe  they  may  fold  up,  or  at 
leaft  fufpcnd  the  taft  of  all  the  fenfible  comfort  which  uprighc- 
nefs formerly  yielded  and  (hot  forth.    They   may  break  the 
bones di  David  ,  Pfalm  5I,  and  melt  the  foul  of  Peter ^^Ti<\ 
call  us  both  to  darknefs  of  trouble  and  forrow,  and  the  labour 
of  many  a6live  endeavours,  before  we  can  fee  God  to  be  our 
God  again,  and  be  perfwaded  that  our  eftate  is  really  right  and 
found. 

4.  That  God  is  to  hefet  up  above  all.  It  is  an  hard  (  yet  it  is  '^^?^  9*  '^ 
anufefull)  thing  to  afcribe  unto  God  the  Original  of  excel- ^^ove  a"  "^ 
lencies,  that  he  is  God,  and  that  Power,  Might,  and  Cilory,and 
obedience,  belongs  unto  him,  that  he  made  us,  and  not  we  our 
fclves ,  and  that  our  beings  as  they  are  depending  upon  his 
power,  fo  our  wayes,  upon  his  Rule ;  and  he  is  Lord  of  Lords, 
all  axe  under  him  ,  and  being  the  univerfal  efficient ,  he 
ought  ajfo  to  be  our  univerfal  end. 

God  is  fet  up  above  all  other,  i .  When  his  Rule  and  Word 
fwayes  us  againft  all  other.  2.  When  his  Glory  is  fingly  or  fu- 
preamly  aimed  at  above  all  other  things,  and  both  thefecom- 
pleat  uprightncfs 
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ts^herefore  I  fay  unto  you  ,  dl  mmner  of  fin  and  Slafphemy 
fhall  ie  forgiven  unto  men ,  hut  the  Uafphemy  againfl  the  ■ 
Holyghofifhall  mthe  forgiven  unto  men. 

HE  beft  of  a6^ions  are  ofc-times  fubje^ 
to  miiconftrudions ;  and  a  buiie  malice 
will  either  find  orfaften  fpots  upon  the 
pureft  innocency.    This  Chapter  is  the 
Map  wherein  you  may  read  thcfe  truths, 
Chrift  cannot  fpeak  or  do,  but  an  en- 
vious Pharlfee  will  pry,  and  cenlure  , 
and  flander.    Nothing  is  more  offen- 
five  to  an  ill  eye ,  then  the  U^ht ;  and 
thit  which  much  atfliils  an  i!I  heart ,  is 
the  beauty  of  that  good  which  it  fees  in,  or  dons  by  others. 
Let  Chrip-s  'D'ljcifles  flfich^  hnt  fornc  ears  ef  corn^  only  to 

make 
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make  neceffary  fatisfaftion  to  natural  hunger,  verfe  i.  the 
Pharifee  will  prefently  pluck  at  Chrift  himfelf ,  and  murmur 
him  not  to  be  a  pattern  of  obedience,  but  a  pattern  of  licen- 
tioufnefs,  Behold  thy  Dlfcifles  do  that  rvhich  hmt  Urvfull  on 
the  Sabbath  day.  verfe  2. 

If  Chrift  dotji  ftep  from  the  field  into  the  Syvagogue^vzi^^  9. 
there  alfofliall  he  have  the  catching  attendance  of  the  Phari- 
fee. Malicious  hatred  is  like  rhe  fliadow  which  will  purfue  the 
body  of  pious  a6tion5.  Here  he  no  fooner  finds  a  fit  obje6l 
for  his  mercy,  but  the  Pharifees  endeavoured  to  divert  the  exr 
ecution  by  an  enfnaring  fcruple ,  h  It  lawful  to  heal  on  the 
/Math  dales  J  verf^io.  as  though  the  duties  of  piety  jufled 
out  all  offices  of  charity ,  and  that  God,  who  commanded 
facrificeM^d  not  ^Koprefeyred  mercy.  They  themfelvcs  would 
reach  forth  the  courrefie  of  relief  toadiItre{fedbsafi,z;.ii. 
and  therefore  Chrilt  mi^ht  jufllyknd  his  hand  of  merciful! 
Charity  to  a  difeaied  perfon,  verp  12. 

In  the  22.  ver.  H  heals  om  foffejfedof  a  devil :  a  miracle 
that  begat  amazement  amonL'd  the  people,  and  fome  kind  of 
credence  concerning  his  Divinity;  but  in  ihe  Pharifees  it  vent- 
ed plain  Blafphemy.     This  fellow  cafis  out  devils  bj  the  prince 
of  devilsyvcrk  24.    A  bitter  and  hijh  reproach  ,  and  fuch  as 
was  for  the  truth,  ntithQr  probable  nor  pofl^blc ;  For ,  Firlt,^/// 
Satan  cafi  out  Satan  ?  He  that  feeks  the  coniiant  lupport ,  will 
he  willingly  overthrow  his  own    Kingdom?  Secondly,  Can 
Satan  eafi  out  Satan}  he  that  is  caff  out,  mult  be  of  leifer 
power ;  and  he  that  doth  calf  out,  muft  be  of  greater  power  : 
but  can  Satan  be  greater  and  leiTer  then  himfelf .?  Tbefe  Argu- 
ments could  not  but  convince  their  judgements  ,yet  they  did 
not  extingufh  their  malice  ;  they  could  nor  denyrhefe  to  be 
truths,  yet  will  they  pertinacioufly  deny  their  aff:6lions  to 
them;  what  they  could  tioranfwcr,  they  would  refill  •,  and 
.though  they  faw  fufficient  reafon  andevidt-nce,  yet  they  ar<e 
refolved  not  to  bdieve,  but  to  contemn  Chrirt  ;  VJ hc-rcfore  1 
fay  unto  yoH-i  all  manner  of  fin  and  blajphemy  fhall  be  forgiven 
tintct  men ,  but  the  blafphemy  agamfjr  the  Holy    Ghofl ,    &c. 
Which  weds  are  like  the  two  mountains  of  C^^/a/Mout>t 
Ebal -i  7!indViomVGora3i,im',  of 'bie (Ting  and  of  curfes;  here 

is 
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is  the  fvv^etcft  mercy,  andthcpureftjuftice,  or  the  Throne  of?mi  of  the 
Mercy y  and  th^  Trlbttnal  of  Je^ Bice ;  or  here  is  fee  out  two  T^*f* 
glorious  Attributes  of  God ,  Mercy  and  Juftice. 

I.   You  have  the  Throne  of  Mercy  ereded  in  thefe  words,  The  Throne 
Allmanmr  ef  jH  and  hUff  hem)  jhall  he  forgiven  ;  wherein  you  of  Mercy. 

have, 

Firft,  The  univirfallty  of  the  objeU ;    not   ^aoidam  ,  but  '^^^  unlverfir 
qHodvis  f  ccatumy  yrucfv.  duagWay  every  fin,  or  all  manner  of ." J^°^'*^^^" 
fin;  which  yet  mull  not  be  taken  fioiply ,  but  reflridUvely ;  not      * 
all  manner  oF  fin  in  comparifon,  of  fin  to  the  rule  that  forbids 
it,for  then  the  fin  againft  the  Holy  Choft  lliould  be  remitred ; 
but  all  manner  of  fin  in  oppojition  to  the  fin  a^.ainlt  the  Holy 
Gholl,  i.e.  any  fin  that  is  pardo^nablc ,  all  manner  of  fin  , 

Firft,  Whecher  you  refpei^  th^  fev^ralfpecpes  of  fm  may  be 
remitted,  Noalos  d^unk^nnefs,  \Ahrah»7ns  lying  >  David's 
Ai'ultcry,  c>/4;?<8/A  Idolatry,  T^^r/ denial  of  Chrift  were 
xemiiTible. 

Secondly,  Whether  you  refpeft  the  w^;^  v  ^^^r^^?/ ^//^  hten- 
tionsof  finy  either  in  the  multiplied  iterations  of  finful  afts  , 
or  in  the  acceffory  aggravations  of  them  from  the  force  of  cir- 
cumthnces  in  time,  place,  perfon,  objeil,  end,  &c. 

And  th.it  we  may  iK)t  doubt  hereof,a  fpecial  inftancc  is  given  g^  ^ . 
in  a  fin  of  deepeft  dye  anddcfcrt,  viz.  BUfphsmy  ,  this  alfo  whifici^ 
may  be  remitted.    The  fchools  tells  us, it  is  fuch  a  fin  as  cither 
detracts  from  ood  that  which  belongs  unto  him  of  right,or  fa{- 
itXi'i  on  God  reproachfully  and  dilgracefuUy  that  which  is  not 
convenient  to  fo  pure  and  fublime  Effence  and  Majefty. 

And  the  Scripture  tells  us,  that  it  wounds  orfirik^es  through 
the  name  of  God^  Lev.24.1  d.nothing  fo  dear  to  us  as  our  name 
and  reputation,  and  therefore  we  are  fenfible  of  the  leatt  in- 
dignities which  touch  there  ;  God  doth  himfelf  profefs  how 
tender  and  jealous  he  is  of  his  name  and  glory  ;  it  goes  very 
near  to  the  quick  ;  yet  fuch  is  the  Miracle  of  his  gracious  dif- 
pofition,  that  h^hath  mercy  even  for  Blafphemy.  I  was  a 
BUfphemsr'i  (  faith  P^«/,  i  T/V»,  i.i::,)  If ut  1  obtained  mercy  ^ 
Only  know,  that  Blafphemy  here  pardonable,  is  not  that  which 
fprings  from  malice  and  hatred  after  convi6^ion ,  but  that  of 
i^noraoce,  ^sPaniysy  or  of  infirmitie,  as  jP^^<?r'5, 

Mm  ^S<?condly, 


«-^«k 
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The  quality  of     Secondly,  The  quality  ef  the  aB  [Jhall  be  forgiven ;  ]  Nb 
the  Ad^         fuch  word  as  that  for  a  finner,  his  life  and  joy  lies  in  it.  Some 
by  thcfc  words  underftand , 

1 ,  Certainty  of  fordon  :  Thus  TheofhylaB ,  vvho  holds  th« 
event  fofure,  that  there  needs  npj  repentance  to  obtain  par- 
don foriinsnot  committed  againft  rhe  Holy  Ghol-l:.  This  er- 
roneous opinion  need  the  kindnefs  of  a  large  pardon. 

2,  Defertof  fardoni  Th\xsOrigeny\,i,<i^  ctf^ir^p,  C^,  Qul 
feCcatinfirmmhominisve»tadlgnHSefi^  quia  vldetur  in  io-ne- 
rantiam  decidiffe  ;  there  is  fome  ground  of  Apology  in  this  : 
this  opinion  is  not  very  unfound,  but  not  genuine. 

3.  Facility  of  parden ,  thus  Janfenins  in*  Concord.  Evang- 
%pnittctHr  y  non  qtiAJi  ennuis  hdmimbus  remit  tetur^  fed  quod  fa- 
cile remittetur  \  there  is  notfo  much  difficulty  to  get  thefe,  as 
the  other  to  be  pardoned. 

4.  Not  Evemu-Ti  infalbhilsmfed  pffibllem  ,  fliall  be  for- 
given, /.f,  they  are  fuch  as  are  not  excluded  from  hope  and 
offer  of  pardon,  not  that  they  are  certainly  remitted  to  all  in 
the  event,  or  that  they  deferve  pardon,  or  that  they  are  eafily 
pardoned ;  they  do  not  contrail  a  peremptory  incapacity  of 
Mercy,  but  thst  they  may,  and  if  repentance  folio  w,  fliall  cer- 
tainly be  forgiven. 

Tfa    *  ^  £-  Thirdly^   Theindefimte?iefsofthefuhieR  (  unto  men)  not 

nitene^  of  the  ^  ^*^^  guilty  of  any  manner  of  fin  ,  except  that  a.ainlt  the 
fubjca.  HoIyGhort;  but  fuch  is  the  rich  grace  of  the  great  Court  of 

Mercy,  that  he  may  take  r  ut  his  pardon.  Chiiil:  doth  not  fay^ 
not  one  fin,  hut  All  fu.',  not  all  fm  of  one  kijid,  hu^z\\-^yaK* 
nerof  fm\  all  fin  of  any  kind  diall  be  forgiven,  not  to  one 
man^  but  to  any  one ;  unto  men-,  unto  anyone  of  the  fons  of 
men  :  whence  tvc  may  conclude  this  comfortable  truth.  ^ 


-J 


don  to  3 ay       Tp  -H^/^  there  is  Apoffthility  of  pardfpfor  'dny^ Sinner  whatfoe^r 
finner  tor  sny    JL     ver  ,  and  far  any  fin  whatfoever^  to  all  men  for  all  man- 
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k  can  fwallow  up  the  hmhcft  mountain!?,  as  well  as  cover  tnc 
loweft  Mole-hill.  And  Ifa,  44.  22.  it  is  compared  to  the 
ftrenf^th  vf  the  [nn ,  which  can  fcattcr  the  darked  clouds,  as 
well  as  confume  thcthinneft  vapours.There  is  in  man  a  conti- 
nual fountain  of  iin,inGod  a^ponrinual  founraii  of  Mercy,Z^r, 
13,  I,  tUllrunnin.;;yea,thereisin  man  multitude  of  fins  which 
ttrcam  from  that  corrupt  fountain  ;  and  there  is  m  God  MhI^ 
titfides  ef  Mercies  to  heal  and  flop  thofe  various  currents ; 
Tfalm^i.i,  Accerdlni  toth  muUitHdeof  thy  tender  mercies 
l?ht  0r.t  m  Ine  offcfic  s , 

In  the  profecution  of  this  TrythJ  (hall  fpcak  to  three  things; 
I.  The  Explication  of  the  terms,  2.  The  demonflration  of 
the  Truth,    g.  The  Application.  rhe  cxpKctti- 

I,     The  Explication  oj  the  terms ^  on  of  the  . 

T .  Vorglvcnefs  of  finis  a  gracious  aSI  9f  Gffd  In  AndthrGnah-  teems. 
Chrift^difchArglng  the  yelievii^g  And  repenting  /Inner  fro^Tj  the  ^'^'^g*'[^n^^' 
guilt  ^ndfunljkmtnt  of  fin,  ifislQ  Ad  of 

It  is  an  Mi  of  Cod?[    The  DonatlUs  hold  that  man  could  God. 
forgive  the  fins  of  men :   and  St.  y€ujlln  chalengcth  them 
for  fo  bold  an  Affertion,  that  in  this  they  are  worfe  then  tic 
Pharlfees  who  maintained  this  truth ;  ^hg  can  fornvs  Cms  ^ 
hm  God  ? 

Ob]eB,  It  IS  true,  Chriil  committed  to  his  Apoftlcs  a  Mini- 
flerial  Abfoktion ;  in  his  Name,  and  virtnte  officii^  to  bind 
andlofefinnes. 

Sol.  But  if  we  {peak  of  an  Authoritative  Right  and  imme- 
diate Power,  thus  only  God  forgives.  Life  and  death  are  on- 
ly in  theabfolute  pover  of  the  Supream  Lord,  and  b^caufe 
our  fins  are  direilly  committed  agiinft  his  JulVice,  therefore  it 
belongs  only  to  his  Mercy  to  forgive. 

2.  It  is  agraclms  Ad,  ]  No  way  deferved  by  the  finner :  a  gracious 
gratia  indehita  Tiber  at  a^  faid  St.  Auflin.     Hence  in  Scripture  A<ft.  J 

you  find  our  forgivenefs  like  a  ftream  iffuing  out  of  rich 
Mercy,  Great  love,  and  the  riches  of  Grace  :  and  the  Pro- 
phet fpeaking  of  forgivenefs,  ufually  adjoynes,  Tor  thy  Mercy 
fake^  f$r  thine  orvn  fake y  intimating  that  forgivcncfs  is  a  free 
A61,  not  purchafed,  but  given,  not  merited ,  but  granted. 
There  is  I  acknowledge,  A  doable graciofifnefs  in  the  difcharge 
of  an  offendor.  M  m  2  One 
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OnzrvlthoHtanyfatisfaBlonatalL  I  am  much  miftaken  if 
Soctniis  and  his  AtheilHcal  Complices  run  not  this  way. 

*' Another  is,  when  the  fat  Isf a  ft  ion  of  afnrety  is  accepted 
for  the princlfal deitJnthls  refped  is  our  forgivenefs  gracious; 
notrhat  juttice  is  not  atali  fatisfied,  but  that  the  offendor 
himfelf  never  fatished  it ;  he  is  dilchar^cd  by  the  price  which 
a  blcifed  Mcdiatoi  laid  down. 

DKcbarglng  3.  Dlfch(trgingtheJimierofgtiiltandfmlj}:m€nt,'^    There 

ihcfinnerof     are  two  things  in  dn. 

giiilt  and  pu-       «c  q^^  \^  ihcJUwy  pollution,  or  defihng  quality  of  it ,  and 

aiihmcn:.  this  is  the  Obje6l  of  SaKBification^  vvhich  is  to  it  as  a  medicine 
to  a  difeafc,  or  as  water  to  fpotS,  or  as  health  to  fickneis,  gra- 
dually alte  tin-;,  healing,  cleaniin^. 

"  Another  is  the  6'«///-5  which  binds  over  the  finner  topu- 
nifliment,  wrath  and  damnation  ;  this  is  the  obje^l  of  for- 
givenefs ;  in  it  fin  is  not  healed,  but  pardoned :  the  difpoliti- 
on  of  the  finner  is  not  altered,  but  his  condition.  When  the 
King  pardons  a  thief,  his  theft  now  fliall  not  prejudice  him  , 
fo  in  Gods  merciful!  forgivenefsjfinfull  guilt  is  fo  effedually  re- 
moved, that  finally  and  redundantly  it  fiiall  never  prejudice 
ihe  eternal  life  and  falvation  of  the  perfcn:  much  more  might 
be  faid  of  this  fubje6l,  but  I  am  unwilling  to  infill  on  any  more 
then  ferves  to  inlighccn  the  point  in  hand. 

^f  L.    /  2.  Of  this  FomVf/?^/j  thereisaP?#W/Vy ;  you.muftdi- 

?sa  pofsibiiity.  ''''  Infallibility  of  forgive nefs  ^  which  is  not  to  every  fin 
whatfoever,  or  to  any  fin  whatfoever,  without  fome  conditi- 
on :  A  grant  of  aftual  pardon  iffues  not  out  of  the  Court  of 
Mercy,  unlefs  perfons  believe  and  repent,  it  is  true ,  there 
is  an  infinitenefs  of  Divine  mercy  confidered  in  it  felf :  but  in 
the  difpenfation  and  exercife  of  it>  itispleafed  to  bound  and 
confine  it  felf  to  fomc  fmners  only  ,  namely  to  fu^h  as  for- 
fake  their  fins.    ^ 

^*  Pofiblllty  of  forgivenefs.  Though  perhaps  the  finner 
never  comes  aftually'to  partake  of  mercy,  but  perhaps  refu- 
feth  his  pardon,  yet  is  there  a  pofhbiiity,  and  that  in  a  twofold 

One,  In  reffecl  of  Gody  who  doih  not  in  his  Word  (hut  the 

door 
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door  of  Mercy  againll  hinfi,  nor  exclude  him;  myy  fofaris 
he  from  thai,  as  chat  he  otfers  freely  the  i^Uod  of  Chrlft^which 
was  (hedfor  the  Remijfion  of  fins. 

Another,  In  refp  6tof  thefinner-i  there  is  (except  he  fin 
the  fin  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft)  a  Receptivity  ;  he  is  nor  ut- 
terly uncapable,  he  hath  not  fuch  ablblute  contradictions  to 
the  Tenor  of  Divine  Mercy,  but  that  God  may  without  viola- 
tion of  his  dory,  confirm  mercy  on  him;  my  meaning  is  ^ 
his  condition  \s  not  peremptorily  fealed  up  for  vvrach,  buc 
there  is  a  fpace  and  a  way  for  mercy  ,  and  fome  pleas  maybe 
made  for  it. 

5.  Though  chc  fins  of  a  perfon  maybe  for  their  nature  ^^'^  ^^^*^  ^^^** 
grc3t,for  chcir  kind,  grofs,  vile,  abominable,  for  their  circum- 
itanccs,  hii^h  and  crying,  dyed  over  with  many  incen  five  ag- 
gravations, not  onlyfurre^itiiious ,  but  flagirious  enormities 
as  well  as  infirmities,  iterated  as  well  as  acled  ;  Before  Con- 
verfion,  and  after  Converiion,  ail  thefe  are  capable  of  par^ 
don. 

2.    The  Demoy}ftratlon  df  thi  truth.    The  Extent  of  Mercy,  The  t;  ath  dc- 
whcreupon  ariieth  the  poiTible  pardon  of  all  manner  of  fin,  monflratcd 
is  moft  evident  to  any  confiderable  apprehenfion  ,  which  can  ^f*^"* ''J^  ^*- 

•M  r         n         '  \i  Cords  of  nea- 

orwillferioufly  weigh.  ven    in 

1.  The  vclunpts  and  records  of  heave »y  I  mean  the  facred 
Word  revealing  and  telHfying  this.  . 

!♦  In  the  commands  of  thev'ile^  finners  torepeSt ;  They  in  Commanif 
£fa,  1 .  who  for  the  foulenefs  of  their  wickcdnefs  are  ftiled  Jin- 
lers  of  Sjdowy  and  people  of  Gomorrah y  verfe  lo.  and  their 
fins  are  called/^^r/:r  and  crlmfonfinsy  verfe  i  g.  ycc^verfe  1 5. 
are  called  upon  to  repent,  Wafhyouy  maksyoa  clcany  pnt  avi>aj 
the  evil  of  you  doings  from  before  mine  eyes  ;  Ceafe  to  do  evil  •% 
ieary  to  Jo  (9 ell.  So  in  Jer,  ?,i .  Though  their  fin  ^N^s  fpirltaal 
AiiuUeryy  they  had  forDken  the  true  God,  yet  are  they  called 
upon  to  R  turn  :  Now  this  is  a  truth,  that  though  the  Precepts 
of  R- pt-.ntance  do  not  imply  an  infallibility  of  the  pra^ifeof 
Rep^-nrmce,  yet.  they  doimplyapofiibilityof  it,  andconfe-  - 
quenUy  of  Mercy.  J.  • 

2.  fn  rhe  vajinefs  of  pardoning  promifes  :  the   promifc  ot  pirdoningpro^ 

pardon  isequal  to  Repentance.     Ifa.^  5,7,  Let  the  wickjdfor^  oi^'cs' 
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fake  his  way y  andtlft  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts ^  and  let  htm 
return  unte  the  Lord^  and  he  mil  have  mercy  on  him  ,  and  to 
ourGodyfer  he  rv'ill  abundantly  pardon.  Here  hefpeaksto  the  - 
wicked  and  to  the  unrighteous  pcrfon,  and  indefinitely  to  any , 
and  every  one  of  them:and  aflurcs  them  if  they  do  repent,God 
will  have  mercy  on  them. 

OhjeB,  And  whereas  they  might  objcft  ,  yea ,  but  our  fins 
are  many  and  great. 

Sol,  He  replies,  that  God  will  abundantly  fardon^ht  wll 
muiciply  pardon,  as  if  hchadfaid,  do  but  repent,  and  fear  not 
Mercy ,  whatever  your  former  (ins  have  been.  So  in  Ex^k^, 
i"^.  21.  If  the  wickjd  TV  ill  turn  from  all  his  fins  that  he  hath 

comfmttedyand  l^eep  all  my  fiatutes verfe  2  2 .  ty^ll  his  tranf- 

grejfions  which  he  hath  committed  they  fhall  not  be  mcntls^ned 
The  t^uil  «^^o  him  :  Mark  that  phrafe,  ^/^  the  fins  which  he  hath  committed, 
grancs  of  pK-  2.  The  aEiual grants  of  mercy  <i;?^p4r^^»  to  the  greateft  fin- 
uon.  ners  ;  to  infbnce  onlv  in  a  few. 

Adam  was  one  of  tne  greateft  fuincrs  that  ever  livcd^though 
not  in  this  rcfpeft  that  he  continued  long  in  the  praftifc  of  fin, 
yet  in  a  caufal  fence,  he  not  only  committed  a  moft  hi^h  fin 
himfelf,  but  was  alio  the  caufc  and  occafion  of  all  the  horrible 
fins  and  diflionoursagainft  God  that  ever  was,  or  all  the  fons 
of  men  have  done  ,  or  will  commit ,  yet  God  pardoned  him, 
vvhen  he  made  a  Covenant  with  him  in  Chrlfifitti,^, 

LManaffe%  feems  to  be  a  volumn  bound  up  with  all  kinds  of 
notorious  fins,  and  with  every  kind  of  finfuU  aggravation: 
view  his  defcription  in  2  Cliron,^  3 . :?. 

3.  He  reared  uf  Altars  for  Baalim,  and  made  groves  '^  and 
^                worjhlfped  all  the heafi  of  heaven^and  fervedthem. 

4.  Yea,  In  the  houfe^f  God  he  built  Altars, 

Multiplied  I-  %  For  all  the  hoafi  of  heaven  did  he  build  Altars  In  the  courts  ef  the 
<Jobtry.  jjQj^'^g  ofGod[h  moR  audacious  Idolater  whodurft  provoke  God 

dol^r°"^  ^*  to  his  very  facc,in  bringing  of  the  Ark  and  Dagon  together.  ] 
llanatmal  !•  ^*  -^^^  ^^  caufedhis  Children  to  fafs  through  the  fire  in  the 
dolatry.  valley  of  the  f&n  of  Hinnom. 

7.    lie  offered  his  own  Children  in  facrifice  to  the  devil. 
Sorcery*  ^.  Alfo  he  obferved  times y  andufed  tnchantmentSy  and  witch- 

craft s^and  dealt  with  a  familiar  fifirit  j  find  with  ff'iiz.ardsy  and 

wrought 
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yi>roH(rht  mffch  evil  in  the  jtqht  of  the  Lord  to  provoke  to  An-     ,  , 

"  -^  ^       ■>  r        ^  DcUbcf ate  and 

Q,  He  wade  Judah  and  Jerufalcm  to  err-,  a»d  to  do  w^rfe  then  ^  rovocacion. 
the  Heathens,  ^ 

lO.  And  the  Lord  ffake  //;?f(?  Manaffeh ,  hut  he  would  «2>f  Diffufive    Ido* 

hearken. 

One  would  fcarcely  imagine  that  the  heart  o£  man  could  be  Inten^vc  iJo- 
thewombof  fuch  hideous  villanies,  or  that  Mercy  would  ever '^^•'y* 
refpea  fuch  a finner,  yet  verfe  1 2.  He  htmhledh'im[elfgrea>  ^^^^'f^^^^ 
ly  before  the  Lord,     verfe  13.  And  frajed  unto  hiwy   and  Qod  ^^^^^ 
fvas    tntreated  if  h'lWy  and  heard  hi sfnpfli cation. 

Who  would  have  rifen  fo  high  in  lin  ,  but  a  Manaffeh  ?  and 
what  mercy  would  have  fo  exceedingly  condefcended  to  for- 
give ,but  that  of  God  ?  ^ 

Taal-^  before  his  Converfion,  his  fins  were  very  high,  fo  mgh, 
that  as  Theophtlact,  and  others  well  obferA^c>  they  had  but  one 
inaredient  to  ftave  them  off  from  being  the  fin  againft  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  vizi^^lg^^oranc-y  1  T/w.i.i3.hc  prefentsa  brief  furvey 
of  his  great  tranfgrefTions. 

He  was  a  BUffhemcry  (  i. )  one  who  did  cift  contumely 
and  reproach  On  God  and  Chrift,  vvhofe  nature  was  Divine  ^ 
and  therefore  every  way  venerable,  but  he  fcotfed  and  mocked 
-at  Chrift  and  his  Truths. 

He  was  a  Perfecntsr  too^  hc  did  not  only  deride  Ch  ift  , 
but  endeavoured  to  exile  and  banifh  him  out  of  the  world  , 
to  thrult  him  away  from  the  fociecy  of  finners,  who  in  fo  great 
imercyxametofavcfinncrs.  Whereupon  St.  ^/////V/ judged 
well>  Nefno  acrior  Paulo  inter  PerfecHtoreSy  nemo  ergo  pejer  inter 
peccat&res  ;  P^;#/wasthequickeft  perfecutor,and  therefore  the 
vileft  finner. 

Nay,  and  he  nsis  injurious ;  he  did  not  only  exercife  his 
thoughts  and  heart,  his  tongue  and  iiive6lives  againft  Chrif}^ 
but  his  hand  md  ftrength  ;  he  did  confent  to  Ae  death  of  per- 
fons  for  Chrifl:.  To  have  a  hand  in  blood  isacryin?,  fin,  but 
how  heinous  is  it  to  have  a  hand  in  the  blood  of  Chrift!  to  cru- 
cifie  himafrefh  intirs  members,  yet  f'/ich  he,  /  obtained  mercy ^ 
A  blafphemer,  yet-1  obnincd  mercy  ;  A  Perfecutor,  yet  I  ob-  • 
tained  mercy;  Injurious,  yet  I  ob.ained  mercy:  I  will  give 
;  you 
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you  but  one  inftance  more,  out  of  i  Ccr,6,^,  Neither  f or^ica- 
tors  J  nor  Idolater  Sy  nor  ^dnlterersy  not  effemintttey  nor  Abnfers 
of  themfe he!  with  mankind, 

Verfe  lo.  Nor  thieve Sj  nor  covet ousy  nor  Drunkards  ,  nsr  Re^ 
vliersy  nor  Extortioners ^ad  inherit  the  kjngdcm  of  God. 

Here  are  fome  fmners  which  have  deltroyed  a  whole  world, 
and  others  which  have  ftarced  up  hell  on  earth  to  devour  fin- 
ners,  and  all  of  them  fuch  as  meritorioufly  ilmc  the  gate  of  hap- 
pinefs ,  yet  mercy  hath  Itretched  out  the  Scepter  to  fome  pcr- 
fons  guilty  of  them. 

Verfe  II.  Andfuchwerefomeof  yony  ^ntyearervafhedy  hut 
ye  are  fane  tifiedyhtit  ys  are  lufiifieuyin  the  name  of  the  Lord  jefus 
and  by  the  S fir  it  of  our  God* 
T  he  EiTential        T^The  effential  and  natural  difpojttion  of  God, 
and  natural         *"^^ercy  is  not  a  quality  extrinfecally  impofed  or  acquired , " 
difpofuion  of  j^^jj.  l„fyl„fecal  and  moft  natural ,  and  theretore  cxercileablc 
®  *  vvith  freelt  facility,  and  readied  con  lancy.      The  eye  is  not 

weary  with  fec:ing,  nor  God  with  pardoning ,becaufe  that  is  na- 
tural to  the  eye,  and  this  is  to  God  :  This  you  knoA^,  the  power 
of  any  thing  is  anfwerable  to  the  nature.  The  nature  of  God 
is  infinite?  and  fo  is  his  power :  Omniptente  Mexico  nullus  In^ 
fanf.hilis  occurrit  languor^  izilhJjidcre  ^^elufiota.  And  Sc. 
jiuJfinyGrave  eft  c^uod  hab  o  ed  ad  OmHifnentemfugiif,  In  Pfal, 
'  51 .  Therefore  is  it  that  his  Mercies  are  iiiled ,  Riches  of  mer- 
ciesy  and  multitudes  of  ntercxesy  zvA  great  mercies y  and  com- 
pared to  the  depth?  of  the  fea„  Mic-j,  andto  tbcftrength  of 
thefun^l{i,^^.znd  to  the  va(inefs  of  the  heavens  in  comparifon 
of  the  earth, //.«  55. 

^^  As  Mercipihejs  is  natural  in  him,  {"o  \s  it  gracious ;  The 
'Lord  mer  cif nil  and  gracious  y  Exbd.54.  If  mercy  were  to  be 
bought,  there  were  no  hope  for  any  finner ,  but  being  free,now 
there  is  a  po lability  for  any.  A  fmner  may  plead  for  mer^y 
even  out  of  the  ^oodnefs  of  mercy. 

**  As  it  IS  dilf  nfedgracionfl  >  wirhout  defcrt  on  our  pat ;  fo 

iik^ifz  delightfully  without  renining  on  Go  ^s  part.     Hede- 

lighteth  in  Mercy y  faith  thc.Prophet,  Mic/^.x  g.     It  is  a  work 

,  that  God  would  do.  Two  things  God  delights  in,Our  Gonver- 

fion ,  and  our  RemilTion. 

4.  The 
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4.  The  vtrtHS  and  fHJficiency  of  the  blood  of  Chrlfl  which 
was  fliedforthc  remiflion  of  fins,  c^/ir .26.28.     that  was jT^ ^^^*^ ■'J^ 
one  end  to  procure  our  pardon :  but  for  what  fins,  that  \s  ^ot[]f^^j|[^  ^^ 
expreffed,  becaufe  no  fin  is  excluded;    you  cannot  fay  that^hjjft, 
Chrift  dyed  only  for  fmall  fins,  or  only  for  great  fins ;  nay,the 

offer  of  C  hriri:  ro  all  finners  doth  confirm  it ;  How  can  thw 
offer  be  indefinite  ?  How  can  it  befaid,  ifhofoevcr  believes fh all 
hef^vedj  unlefs  ycu  g^ant  a  poflibility  of  mercy. 

5.  The  effects  of  mercy  In  the  Cr^ature^  which  point  to  an 

infinite  fulnefs  in  the  Creator.    The  virtue  in  the  caufe  ever  The  c&d»  ci 

exceeds  that  in  the  effe6i:  J  and  according  to  the  generality  in  ^^^ '"  ^^ 

the  caufe,  is  the  intention  of  the  vertue  in  that  caufe.    If  I  ^^^*^^** 

difcern  any  light  in  the  beams,  I  apprehend  much  more  in  the 

Sun  :  U  I  feel  any  moifture  in  fmaller  drops,  I  know  there  \s 

much  more  in  the  large  ocean .   All  the  mercy  in  the  Creature 

is  derivative ,  and  as  fo  many  beams  and  drops  lead  us  to  the 

infinite  fulnefs  of  mercy  in  God  ,  the  univerfal  and  prime 

fountain  of  all  compaffion.    God  himfelf  reafons  from  the 

compaffion  of  a  mother  to  her  own  ;  and  Chrift  tells  us,  if 

we  forgive  thofe  that  treffafs  aga'infl  us^  our  heavenly  Fmher  will 

alfo  forg'tve  Hs  our  trefpajfes.    Surely  if  we  mull  forgive  feventy 

times,  pod  doth  much  more  multiply  forgiveneffes. 

6,  It  is  allor.e  to  the  "Lord  to  forgive  great  fins  as  well  as  fmall.  5  ^^*^  ^"^  '• 
Luke  7.41.  There  was  a  Creditor  which  had  two  Debtors,  the  g^e'^/jJ^/wSr 
o?ie  oHght  him  ^co.  Pe:'2ce^  and  the  other  ^o.pence^  a/id  when  they  ^  [^^i  ^^^^^ 
had  ijothlng  to  pay^  he  frankjy  forgave  them  both*      There  was  a* 
difference  of  the  cebt  50,  and  500.  one  of  them  many  hun- 
dred rimes  exceeding  the  other;  the  debts  vvere  different,  but 
the  forgivenefs  was  equal ,  and  the  manner  of  foroivenefs,the 
eafinefs  was  alike,  both  of  them  was  frankly,  (;)  freely,  rea- 
dily forgiven. 

Now  I  proceed  to  the  application  of  all  this.    Is  there  a  j  {^^^  - 
p.offibilicy  for  the  pardon  of  any  fin.  imatioc. 

I .   t/4n  Im^e/iitent  fin-ficr  is  utterly  inexcMfable^  who  will  con-  An  impcniicfft' 
tinue  in  fin  wh-re  To  much  grace  doth  abound^!  do  confefs,th3t  fmncr  is  wccr- 
many  turn  the  grace  of  God  into  wantonnefs,  and  becaufe  of  ly  incicufiblc 
the  richnefs  &  readinefs  of  divine  mercy, therefore  prefumc  to 
adddrunkennefstothirft,  givin:^the  reins  to  alllicemioufncfs 

Nn  and 
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and  obduration  of  Spirit,  and  why?  bccaufeGodis  mercifull. 
But  hear  what  the  Apoftle  faith :  Rom.iA<inowefi  thou  mt^  o 
man-t  that  the  mercies  of  Godjhoald  lead  thee  to  Repentance ;  hat 
thoH  through  the  hardnefs  and,  impemxency  of  thy  heart ytreafurcfl 
unto  thy  [elf  wrath  againjl  the  day  of  wrdth,  I  pray  you  to  re- 
member , 

1.  That  the  end  of  mercy  ,  is  not  confirmatton  in  fin,  but  a 
Reformation  oi  fin.  There  is  n.ercyvpith  thee^  therefore  (halt 
thou  h  feared^  faid  David. 

2.  Thatyt/^r(7isihe  fvvceteftcordtodravYusoff  from//;?. 
When  God  might  juftly  doom  alfinner,  yet  he  gracioufly  pre- 
fents  his  mercy  to  pardon  him.  Loe,  yet  there  is  mercy;  / 
kefeech  thee  hy  the  mercies  of  God,  to  leave  thy  fins;  this  is  a 
melting  argument. 

3  .That  Mercy  is  the  flrongeft  argument  to  draw  men  off  from 
Sin.  The  torments  of  hell  cannot  work  fo  much  as  the 
mercies  of  heaven.  Nothing  in  the  world  will  prevail  upon 
a  finnefjif  mercy  doth  not. 

4.  If  mercy  doth  not  prevail,  a  mans  Damnation  befalls  him 
mihoMizWAfology.    Ah,  what  a  fad  appearing  will  it  be  for 
uSjWhen  we  muft  die,  and  ftand  before  God,  and  the  Lord  fhall 
in  that  day  objcft  to  us  before  men  and  Angels.This  is  the  per- 
fon  unto  whom  I  freely  offered  the  pardon  of  all  the  fins  that 
ever  he  committed ;  and  offered  him  in  the  word  of  God  , 
that  if  he  would  leave  his  fins>  I  would  forgive  them,  but  he 
preferredhisfinsbefore  my  mercy  ;  For  lying  vanities  he  for- 
fook^hi^mercles,    Andthyown  confcience  fliall  thentelHfic 
that  thus  it  was,  I  had  mercy  offered  again  and  again,  and  yet 
I  would  continue  in  my  fins.    Judge  what  blacknefsofdark- 
aefs,  and  degrees  of  eternal  confufion  thou  lliall  contrail , 
when  fo  great  a  door  of  mercy  is  opened ,  but  for  a  lull  fake  , 
thou  wilt  not  enter  in ,  thou  wUc  not  accept  of  it. 
Isfefiiinet  hi  h      ^'  ^^^^  mfmner  hath  canfe  fnfficient  ta  defpair,   I  know  full 
caufefafficicn;^^'^^'^*^  before  God  makes  usfeniibleof  fin,  we  are  apt  to 
codcTpair.  '    preftime,  but  being  once  madefenfible,  we  are  very  Jtpt  to  de-  * 
fpair.    It  is  the  great  art  of  the  devil,  cither  to  make  us  die  in 
a  fcncelefs  calm,  orelfetoperifliinan  unquiet  ftorm;  either 
to  make  us  undcrvafcw  our  fins>  and  fo  to  flay  us  witfe  fecurity , 

or 
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or  dfctoundervalew  mercy ,  and  fo  to  fink  us  with  dcfpair : 
Oh,  faith  the  awakened  confcience,  my  fins  arc  fo  many,  and 
fo  gt^cat,  1  have  continued  long  in  them,  gone  on  in  them  after 
knowledge,  after  the  invitations  of  mercy,  after  the  jftrokes  of 
affli6lions ,  after  many  a  fccrec  check ,  and  bitter  words  from 
my  confcien^c ;  now  there  remains  no  hope,  no,  no ;  others 
whofe  fins  arc  fewer  m  number,  lightet  in  weight ,  not  edged 
and  raifcd  by  fuch  circumftanccs ;  they  may  hope,  but  I  can 
have  no  confidence ;  mercy  will  never  look  upon  fuch  a  one  as 
I  am  ;  Nay,  but  readeft  thou  not  the  Text,  and  they  are  the 
words  of  a  Saviour,  That  all  manner  of  fin  way  find  for glvenefs  : 
though  there  be  caufe  enough  todefpairof  thy  own  Itrength, 
yet  there  is  no  caufe  to  defpair  of  Goos  mercy. 
Two  things  only  remember  here. 

1.  Defpair  is  no  remedy  to  any  [inner.  It  may  bind  on  his  fins 
the  fafier,  but  never  heals  the  foul,  nor  eafeth  the  ?confcience, 
norplcafethGod. 

2.  whatfosve-f  thy  fins  have  beetty  if  at  length  thou  canftfind  atp 
hart  to  recent ,  God  can  find  mercy  to  pardfn,  I  affirm  it,  no 
finner  ever  periiTied  becaufc  God  wanted  skill  to  help,  but  be* 

caufe  he  wanted  a  heart  to  make  ufc  of  his  help.  j^  pcrfwade 

3  .But  the  main  ufc  I  would  make  of  this  point,is  To  ferfrvade  men  to  mtH 
men  to  make  ont  for  this  pardon  \  you  fee  here  the  extent  of  out  for  par4ox)u 
Mercy,  the  poffibility  of  pardon,    why  do  yon  look  one  upon 
another  ?  (  faid  Jacob  to  his  fons  )  Behold^  I  have  heard  there  is 
corn  in  Egypt y  get  yon  down  thither -^  that  we  may  live-^and  not  diei 
Why  fiand  you  amazed  and  backward,  you  that  arefo  full  of 
fpiritual  wants ;  why  conie  you  not  to  mercy  that  you  may  live 
and  not  die?  here  isaliore-houfeof  mercy.  Behold ,  faidthe 
fervants  of  Benhadaby  We  have  heard  that  the  King  of  IfraU 
is  a  mercifnli  Kingy  let  us  go  to  htWy  peradv^nture  he  willfave  thy 
lifry  1  King  20.31.  We  hear  that  the  King  of  heaven  is  mer- 
cifull,  and  yet  weaddrefs  notour  felves  unto  him  ;  we  hear 
that  there  is  Balm  in  Gilead ,  yet  we  fu8  not  to  be  healed ;  we 
hear  that  the  Arms  of  Chriftare  yet  open,  and  we  run  not  to 
be  embraced  ;  Ah  I  our  folly  and  madnefs ,   that  bcinf?  fo 
greatly  difeafed,  we  fly  our  Phyfick,that  being  fo  in  deep  rebel- 
lions, we  lay  not  down  our  weapons,  and  fubmit  not  upon  the 
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ichder  cF  the  frecft  pardon,  As  J  live ^  faith  the  Lord,  I  de- 
light not  in  the  death  of  afimer  ;  Why  will  you  die,  O  ho%[e  of 
I^rad  f  Why  do  we  by  lying  vanities  forfake  our  Mercies'? 
how  my  foul  bleeds  at  the  wretched  hardneis  of  our  heart<^. 
God  is  mercifull,  and  we  are  fmfuil ;  yea,  we  are  the  more 
boldinfin,  becaufe  God  is  the  more  abundant  in  mercy,  Cok- 
tlnue  in  frnybecatife  Grace  dethabourJ^  Rem  6,1,  Thus  do  we 
abufc  the  grace  God  to  wanconnefs,  and  bane  our  fouls  by  the 
fweet  Remedy  of  fin.  There  is  mercy  with  thee  ,  thcit  thou 
may^fl  he  feared  ^  faid  David  :  and  he  who  confcjfeth  andforfakf 
eth  his  finsi  fljull  have  mercjy  faith  Solo?non  :  and  know yfl  thoti 
notthdtthe  wercies  of  God(koHldleadtheeto  %^feritancey  faith, 
Paul:  confider,. 

1.  The prefence of  Mercy  fav^^ not ^  l>ut  the  acceptance  :  the 
offer  of  a  pardon  delivers  not  the  Malefailor,  but  the  receiv- 
ing of  it  :  only  the  embracing  makes  us  happy  :  mercy  proves- 
not  mercy,  but  by  acceptance  ;  the  contempt  of  it  Ilrangly  aU 
ters  it  into  Juftice. 

2.  The  defpifing  of  mercy  leaves  without  allexcufey  what 
haft  thou  to  urge  againft  God>  who  could  not  urge  and  faften. 
his  mercy  on  thy  foul  ?  yes ,  thou  vvouldft  have  a  licence 
butnota;7^^<9».  I  know  thou  warmeft  thy  foul  with  the  found 
of  mercy,  not  to  abate,  but  to  encourage  thy  fmfuU  appe- 
tite :  Why  doft  thou  not  break  thy  arm,  becaufe  there  is  a 
skilfull  Chirurgion,  or  fall  into  the  ftrongcft  difeafes ,  becaufe 
there  is  a  skilfull  Phyfitian  ? 

3.  Continuance  in  Jiny  and  ejfcacy  of  Afercy  are  incoyijifiem  : 
thou  through  thy  impenitent  hearty  in  fieai  of  mercy j  treafurefi: 
up  unto  thy  felf  yvr at h  again fi  the  day  of  wrathyRom.z,  <;, . 

Get  yoar  f^ns  Now  that  which  I  would  perfwade  you  too,  is  to  be  wife  for 
CO  be  iorgifca,  your  fouls,  and  to  get  yeurfns  to  be  forgiven  and  pardoned.  If 
^  company  of  fick  men  did  hear  of  an  able  Phyfitian  that  could 
and  would  heal  them,  who  would  not  be  carried  to  him  ?  or 
what  Malefadlor  is  there  fo  out-ragioufly  mad  but  that  would 
make  out  to  the  King,  if  he  were  affured  that  the  Kin^  would 
pardon  him. 

Two  things  only  I  will  propound,  Motives  znd  Mgans , 
Modves.  ^'  The  Motives  coflir  us  up  to  get  our  fins  forgiven,  are. 
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I.  IVti  dr^lnjuchacafctlmtwe  n?ei  fArdonl  yea,  that  par- We  need  pi 
don  fhoiild  be  mulriplied  unco  us.  Indeed  were  we  not  finners  ,  ^^"* 
ih::n  wc  lliould  need  no  fori;iveneis ,  or  could  we  of  our  felves 
make  or  exad^.Tatisfadion'to  divine  Juftice,  then  might  we 
ftand  off  from  mercy  :  but  alas  1  we  are  fmners  by  nature  and 
by  life  ;  all  our  dayes  are  days  of  fin  ;  the  hairs  are  not  more 
on  our  heads,  then  the  number  of  ourfmsare  on  our  confci- 
cnces :  they  are  fo  many  that  who  can  tell  how  often  he  offen- 
deth  ;  therefore  we  need  mercy  to  forgive :  yea,,  and  we  are 
wichout  ftrength  :  we  can  find  ftrength  to  fin,  but  who  can  dif- 
charge  for  thole  fins :  the  price  and  ranfom  could  never  yet  be 
founcl  in  any  finners  hand.  _  _    An  unprepared 

3.  Hsiv  w  of  nil  Is  the  mfardoKcd  co^idltion  :  m.en  go  on  in  condition  is 
fin>  and  make  a  work  of  it,,  but  fpeak  fli^htly  of  it,  but  the.wofull. 
truth  is, 

I.  Sin  rfjakjs  God  our  enemy  -flh^^tiott  it  is  called  enmity  in  Sin  makes  God 
Fphe.%.  and  a  provocation,  becaufe  it  iUrsup  the  wrath  of  our  enemy. 
Gou  a^ainil  us,  which  wrath  if  it  iliould  feize  on  thy  foul,  Ah, 
miferable  man  then ,  thou  canft  neither  fuffer  it,  nor  decline 
it.    Jefus  Chrifi  (landing  in  our  fiead,  felt  fome  of  it,  and  it. 
made  him  fweat  drops  of  blood,and  to  cry  out,  OHy  Gody  my 
Gody  why  hafi  thoHfor(aken  me}  How  then  fhall  a  poor  weak 
guilty  finner  fiand  under  the  fiercenefs  of  his  indignation  > 
2. Sin  unpardoned  7nikjs  conscience  our  en;my.hs  long  as  the  Lord  Confcience 
hath  a  quarrel  with  us  for  fin,  confcience  may  not  fpeak  any  our  enemy, 
peace  unto  us.    Now  the  Lord  be  merciful!  unto  us  ,  if  the 
Lord  fhould  awaken  thy  confcience,  and  fee  thy  fins  in  order, 
who  knows  what  would  become  of  thee  .?  Knoweft  thou  the^ 
power  of  confcience  when  it  is  opened  to  behold  a  God  an- 
gry,  and  fin  unpardoned.    Read  the  vigor  of  it  in  Caln^  and 
the  terror  of  it  in  Judas^  how  it  crached  their  fpirits ,  and 
brought  the  one  ro  the  utmoft  defperation,  and  the  other  to 
the  grave  and  hell  in  dcfpire  of  all  former  advantages. 

3.  ty^nd  who  can  tell  how  [con  he  may  die.     Go  and  liflen  Who   can  tell 
fometimes  at  a  dying  bed  ,  the  pe r ion  quakes ,  and  the  bed  howfoon  he 
tremble^,  and  the  heart  fi;hs  !  what  is  it  that  the  man  fpeaks  "^*y  ^i^r 
fo  to  himfelf  ?  Ah,  Lord,  faith  he,  1  would  not  die  !    and 
then  tears  trickle  down  his  cheeks,  and  his  heart  is  ready  to 
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flie  in  pieces.    But  why  vvouldft  thou  not  die ;  O  no,  my  fins 
arc  many,  I  now  fee  them,  and  feel  the  bitter  wrath  of  God 
for  them  ;  Oh  !  my  fins  they  are  not  pardonable,  and  who 
can  dwell  with  cveriafling  burnings ,  or  ftand  before  the  holy 
andjuft  God. 
It  is  unfpeaka-       5,  Pi^hat  nnffeakjihle  comfort  is  it  to  have  our  fm  forgive',?, 
ble  comforc  to  Son  faid  Ckrifl^  Mat.9.4.  Be  of  good  comfort ,  thy  fins  are  for- 
doncd^" ^"^'    given  thee.     When  the  Ifmelites^  got  through  the  red  fea,  and 
looked  back,  and  faw  their  enemies  all  drowned,  what  reviv- 
ing was  this ;  if  the  drowning  of  corporal  enemies  be  fuch  a 
caufe  of  joy,  wfio  could  but  kill  our  bodies;  whatcaufc  of 
exultation  for  the  drowning  of  fpiritual  enemies,of  fins  in  the 
depths  of  mercy,which  elfe  would  have  deftroyed  ourfouls.How 
fhalll  cxprefs  the  comforc  of  it  ?  David  faith  all  in  one  word , 
The  man  is  bleffed  rphofe  inicjmttes  are  forgiven.      Now  blcf- 

fcdnefs  is  the  center  of  all  joy  and  comfort.    Tell  mc  bre- 
thren what  think  you  ? 

1.  Of  freedom  from  hell^  that  you  fhall  never  fee  the  place 
of  the  damned  ^  Is  that  a  matter  of  comfort  ?  why  f  If  fin 
be  pardoned,  hell  is  difcharged.  There  is  no  condemnation  , 
if  Remidion. 

2.  Of  Gods  loving  kjndnefs:  David  {siidy  it  was  life,  nay, 
better  then  life:  Oh,  what  is  this?  God  is  reconciled  unto 
me  in  Chrift :  he  looks  on  me  not  as  a  Judge>  but.  as  a  father 
with  ardent  affeftions  and  compaffions  >  why  ?  if  fin  be  par- 
doned, God  is  reconciled,  enmity  flam,  all  differences  twixt 
you  and  God  are  taken  off. 

3.  Of  thehloodof  Qoriji:  Is  it  worth  the  having,  or  of 
intcreft  in  Chrift,  it  is  worth  the  enjoying  ;  why  >  if  "pardon- 
ed ,  then  doubtlcfs  united  to  Chrift  ;  and  how  many  and 
great  are  the  benefits  that  refult  and  follow  upon  union. 

4  Of  Peace  of  confcicnce.  It  is  a  mercy  that  Confcience  ^ 
can  and  may  fpeak  peace,  cheat  us  up,  affure  us,  ftand  for  us 
againft  men  and  devils:  Why  ?  when  iin  is  pardoned,  corifci- 
ence  may  not  accufe ;  it  hath  nothing  to  dq,  but  direft  us 
in  good  ways,  and  to  comfort  us  with  the  teftimoniesof  our 
pardon  and  Reconciliation  with  God. 

5.  Of  ^l  opitvpard  mercies :  Oh  !  what  a  life  doth  a  pardon- 
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ed  linner  live.  It  he  looks  up  to  heaven,  all  is  peace ;  ifh^ 
looks  down  to  earth,  all  is  coxuforc :  he  hath  lands ,  and  fins 
pardoned  too,  wife,  children,honours,  friends^yea,  aijd  his  Cms 
are  pardoned  too.  ,        . 

6.  LaRly,  H^hat  think  Joh  of  confidence  in  death.  When  you 
are  leaving  the  earth,tnen  to  be  affurcd,  your  next  journey  is 
to  heaven.  After  grace  to  find  glory:  would  you  ever  be 
willing  to  die  ;  be  confident  in  death,  live  in  death,  live  af- 
ter death  ,  O  then  get  your  fins>  whatfoevet  they  are  to  be 
pardoned, 

1 1.  The  Means :  if  you  ask  what  may  we  do  to  get  our  fins  '^^  me«os- 
forgiven,  I  Hiali  anfwcr  briefly. 

1.  Find  oHt  yoHr  fins f  and  know  them :  and  that  is  done  by 
the  ftudy  of  the  Law  which  gives  us  the  knowledge  of  fin. 

2.  Beg  of  God  for  a  contrite  hearty  fo  as  to  be  fenfible  of 

fin,  and  weary  of  it,  and  broken  for  it.  The  weeping  woman 
was  forgiven,  1^/^^7.44,47. 

3.  And  alio  for  a  penitential  ^^^r^  Refenty  faith  Peter  ^ 
that  J  oHT  fins  may  he  blotted  oHty  A^,'l,xg*     S^t  Jfa.%^,y,- 

4.  And^or  3.  Believing  /?^^rf  in  the  Lord  Jefus.  In  whofe 
blood,  and  for  whofe  fake  we  obtain  Remillion  of  our  fins  y 
2^^.5.20.    ^odwas  in  Chriji  reconciling  the  w$rld  j  ■ 

not  imputing  our  fins. 

5.  And  for  a  forgiving  heart  i  it^Mat,  5. 14>i5^.. 

6.  Makjsit  a  daily  and  vehement -petition  for  Repentance  znd 
forgivenefs,  as  did  Davidy  Pfalmsi.  and  fueall  out  in  the 
name  of  Chrift. 

OhjeB.  But  thefc  things  are  hard  and  laborios. 

Sol,  But  they  arc  for  mercy.  O Mercy,  1  perifii  with- 
out thee,  and  therefore  I  will  not  live  without  thec,neep  with- 
out thee,  die  withou  thee.  I  will  pray  for  mercy ,  1  will 
go  to  Chrift  -for  mere;  ;  and  fliall  it  fccm  fo  grievous  to  me  , 
to  leave  a  fin  which  will  damn  me ,  to  get  mercy  which 
will  fave  mc. 

f  1 1.  The  Tribunal  of  Juftice  crefted  in  thefc  words.  But 
fhe  Blafphemy  againfl  the  holy  Ghofi  fhall  not  ke  forgiven, 

Thefe  wi)rds  arc  the  feddeft  cxpreffions  of  purcft  Jullicc^ 

that 
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that  ever  were  uttered.     Oh  5  what  is  the  height^  what  the 
depth  of  this,  for  a  firmer  to  rife  to  fucha  peculiar  degree 
and  form  of  finning,  as  for  eve:  to  diftinguiili  hinifelf  fro.'n 
all  h(5pe  of  mercy  /  never,  never,  never  to  he  pardoned. 
In  this  there  are  two  thini^s  to  be  inquired  into  , 
WhauWsfiQ       I.  wharthisBlafphemyaVini^^^heholyChoftis. 
•  2.  Theirremiifiblenefsof  this  Blafphemy. 

Touching  the  firii  of  thefe,  there  are  feveral  opinions,  and 

no  marvel;  for  to  find  the  ri^ht  nature  of  this  fin  is  a  work 

-  not  of  the  leaft  difficulty  ;  i/;  Scr'i-ptHrls  fanclis  rMLt  major 

queflio^  nulLi  difficllior  invenltHr  ,  faith  Atifiln. 

Quid  eft,  quod      I .  The  NovAtidns  thought  every  fin  after  Baftifm^  efpecially 

Nmto  fuc-  denial  of  Chriil    in  tijie  of  perfecution  ,    to  be  tht  fin 

tiam^diantiq,  ^^^^^^'^^"^^^^^^  may  in  fonie  fence  be  called  a  fin,  but /iridlly 
nullimcosvc-  it  is  not  the  fin  againft  the  holy  Ghoi^.    This  error  is  abun- 
niam  obtinere,  dantly  refuted  by  C)prlnK^  Hieyo    ,  Atifiir.^  §cc.  and  is  reou^- 
quipoft  ia-     nantto  allreli^jous  reafon;  becaufe, 
canc"?than^'        ^^^^'  Thus^thcre  fliould  be  no  oppofition  twixt  all  manner 
Tom.'i.inhoc  ^^  ^-"^  and  the  fin  a^ainftthe  Holy  Ghofi:  in  the  Text, 
fubjed.  p.77^.     Secondly,  Thus  no  man  fihould  ever  be  faved ,  or  have  fin 
pardoned.    And  for  the  Dc/iial  of  Chrift  in  time  of  perfecu- 
tion, though  indeed  it  be  a  very  grevit  fin,  yet  becaufc  it  may 
arife  not  out  of  the  ftrengthoi  hatred  againfi:  Chrift,  but  out 
of  the  ftrength  of  fear,  and  from  humane  weakneis,  it  is  with- 
out doubt  an  aft,  though  finfull,  yet  pardonable,  yet  it  hath 
been  pardoned,  as  we  read  in  Pacr. 
-     ■    ,,         ^.Or^genl]^\nk^ylhtitih^Befe[lionfro?npa•ntcipAmf2ofthe 
L.  I.  c^' Af-  jq^iy  chojl'is  this  BlafphemY,and  fo  he  placeth  the  nature  of  it 
A    *   ^'X  n    m  Apoftacy.      i^m  dig^us  habitus  ejtj^irnus  J ay;cht  fart ici fa- 
,  tlor.Cy  &  retro  cgnverftii  fpierity  hlc  reiffacroferehlaffhemajfe 
dicltHr  In  Spirit ftmfay,5ly*m.    This  is  in  part  true  :  for  Apoila- 
cy  is  a  neceffary  concomitant  of  this  Blafphemy :  but  yet  it 
exprefleth  not  the  full,  and  complear,  and  certain  nature  of 
this  fin,  becaufe, 

Firfi,  Ever;  defcUion  fzom  the  truth,  or  defeftlon  alone,  is  not 

/«.    One  may  be  an  Apcftate,  and  yet  not  fin  the  fin  againft 

^theHolyGhoIl ;  he  m^y  rcccdcreafdfy  andyectiot  In  fidcm 

trrii  re 
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irruerey  and  therefore  Sr.  Hierom  upon  this  very  agreement 
■     to  M^ncclla  J  faith  well ,   ^Allud  cfl  C^nfiiannm  fe  »eaare  ,  T'oin.4» 
aiiud  Chriflam  Diahl^m  dicere  :  and  to  that  purpofe  likevvife  ^®*' *^ 
St,Cy^rlari ^  Epift.  ^g. 

Secondly  much  more  is  required  to  the  confhltntion  of  this 
fm  then  a  defcchlon  \  yet  we  deny  not^but  that  an  univerfal  v^o- 
flacy  is  necelTary  hereuntq. 

Thirdly,  AujVm  delivers  his  opinion  by  divers  phrafes  in  di- 
vers places,  but  mod:  fairly  in  Epiii 50,  which  is  ad  Bomfacl- 
tim  c  emit  em  ,  It  is  -Dtiritta  cordis  nfqnc  adfinem  hH']m  vitA^  cjua 
homorecHfatacc'tpereremrjJion?mfeccatorHm:  where  you  may 
apprehend,  according  to  his  Jud<^ement,three  a6is  in  this  fin  ; 
Firft-,  Hardrsefs  of  heart.      Secondly ,    Perfeverance    In  this 
hardnefs.     Thirdly,  Refptjal  of  rem i J] i on ^v^hich  is  through  m.a- 
Itrious  obftinacy.  This  opinion,  though  it  be  true  in  parr,  yet  it 
is  not  compleat  and  pun6lual,  becaufe  , 
Firft,  All  this  may  be  without  blafphemy. 
Secondly,  All  this  cannot  be  till  the  laft  gafp  ,  and  yet  fo 
may  the  fm  againft  the  holy  Ghoft  be. 

Fourthly  ,  The  Schoolmen  generally  run  one  after  ano- 
ther,   and  place  the  nature  of  it  in  stpfii»acj  or  malice:  fo         ^^ 
that  to  fin  agiinft  the  Holy  Ghoft,ts  with  them  to  fin  out  of  a 
rcfolved  or  determined  malice  :  this  you  may  fee  more  fully 
deliveted  by  Aqm^as  and  Akxwrider  Ales  ;   which  finning  of 
malice,  is  not  barely  a  vitious  and  habitual  inclination,  but  fur- 
ther it  hath  the  accefs  of  contemptuous  rejecting  of  thofe 
things ,  which  might  remove  this  malicious  finning.     Hence 
it  is ,  that  they  break  this  general  into  many  particulars,  as 
Firft,  Of  Bsfvcratlon^  whereby  the  malicious  ofFendor  cafb 
away  the  anchor  of  hope ,  wilfully  perifhing  in  the  gulf  of 
fin.    Secondly,  Of  Prefumptlon  ^  whereby  he  wilfully  rejects 
all  fear  of  God.     Thirdly  ,  Of  Imfemtency,    Fourthly  ,  Of 
Obfllr.acy.    Fifthly,  Of  lm'?t^gnmg  known  truth.  Sixthly,  And 
envying  and  maligning  of  Grace  in  our  brethren. 

But  to  omu  diverfity  of  opinions  in  this  argument ,  I  fhall 
as  fully  as  I  can  touch  the  nature  of  this  blafphemy  againft  the 
holy  Ghoft  in  this  brief  defcription. 

It  is  an  extraordinary  fin  wherein  the  apoftat  i  dug  Blafphe- 
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This   /in  dc-  mer  defpitefully  reje(9:s,  and  malicioufly  perfecuces  the  Gof- 
ftribcd.  pel  and  Truth  of  Chriit  after  a  manifcft  conviclion  by  the 

holy  Ch oft,  let  us  take  this  deicriptionaffunder,  and  confider 
thcfe  parts. 
An  cxtraordi-      YhLh  It  is  an  extraQrdinary  firT^  bo:h  for  fubj-^l,  and  for  de- 
nary fin.  gj.g^^  p^j.  ^^^y.^^  becaufe  it  is  a  fin  (  in  comparifon  with  other 
fins)  nothing  fo  frequent,  it  is  not  fo  common  in  pradtife. 
Ami  alfo  for  Degree^  ic  is  a  fin  made  of  the  very  cream  and 
fpirits ,  as  it  were  of  the  vileft  and  moft  condemning  forms 
of  tranfgreffing  ;  but  to  let  that  ^,0  as  being,  only  general. 
Xhefubjcd  of     Secondly ,  Tbfdje^l  of  thlsfm.  An  Apoftatizing  Blafphe- 
ir.  mer.  .  • 

An  appoftaic.      i.  An  tApoftate^  and  therefore  in  Hei^. 6. 6,  v\here  this  fin 
■  is  defcribed,  the  perfons  guilty  of  it  are  faid  to  fallaivay  :  not 
only  to  fall  (for  fomay  the  faith  full  eft  fervantof  trurhdo, 
he  may  fall  in  the  way)  but  to  fall  away,  to  turn  theheart,and 
Greg.dc  Val.  to  turn  the  back  upon    truth,   to  renounce  our  colours,,  ic 
Tom.j.dirp.i.  is  an  uniuerfal  Apofiacy.    The  School-men  well  obferve  two 
^*  **•  things  in  a  ApoRacy  !  One  is  Tstcefslo  a  file:  the  othej  is , 

jicccfsloalje^amy  and  I  think  there  was  never  any  branded 
with  the  fin  againft  the  Holy  Choft,  but  proved  guilty  of  both  ; 
as  Julian,  forfook  the  truth,  and  turned  Pagam  Hence  that 
conclufion  arifeth  amongft  them  ,  Omnis  Afefia^a  cfl  Here- 
tic hs, 
A  Bbfphcmer        ^-  ^  Bleffhmer,     What  a  Blafphemer  is,  you  may  col- 
\tdi  from  the  defcription  already  given  of  Blafphemy,  he  is 
one  who  is  contumelious  or  opprobrious  to  God  and  Chrift,  ei- 
ther in  Nature,  Name  or  Doviirme ;  fuch  as  th^  Fharifees  here, 
who  fdftened  on  Chrift  the  moft  rcproichFull  obioquies,  of  a 
SaiT.arltan.   Devil-,  comparaop  ^fid  friend  to  Fuhlicaps  ;  or  as  . 
J^//^;-/ ftiling  Chrift  in  deriaon,  the  (jallleamnd  theCarpen- 
tersfcn.     To  underftand  this  more  clearly  ,  know  that  Blaf- 
phemy is  fometime  taken  ,  .      *    . 
Blafphemy           Fifft,    <L;^f<?/^r-«fr^//j,  an-^fo  it  may  be  terminated  in  man 
bow  wken.       as  the  Obje<^.     T/V.  :?.2.    Blytffhemc  no  manyf^vJi'va  B\a7(^tifA^v 5. 
.    Thus  he  is  a  BUfphemer,who  aaum.es  any  difgracefuil  terme  , 
which  may  blemifh  che  credit  of  a  man. 
Secondly,  Lefs  general hiZVidi  fo  ic  is  appliable  to  any  word 

uttered 
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uttered  iiuhe  reproach  oF  God  ,  ot  Chriil,  or  the  Gofpel  of 
Ghrift,  vvjisther  deliberately  o:  uiiadvifedly:  in  which  refpec9: 
itm.-'.y  b^  verified  in  foine  ^afes  of  the  beft  Saints  ,  who  affix 
that  unto  God  in  their  haft  of  fpiritual  trouble ,  which  un- 
befeems his  purity  and  tiiiih. 

Thirdly,  StritJ/yy  and  fo  it  is  a  malicious  reproachfull  word 
againil  the  known  Do6liine  of  Chritt  :  ib  that  the  Blafphe- 
mer,  who  is  the  true  fubje^l  of  this  fin,  is  not  he  that  fpeaks 
evil  of  other  men,  nor  hi,  who  through  inconfideration,  or 
violence,  or  vehement  diikmper  of  paffion,  or  anyextrinfe- 
cal  prcfiure  ,kts  fall  fome  unbefitting  fpeeches  of  God  ,  015 
Chrilt,  or  his  Gofpel,  but  he  that  doth  this  out  of  a  re^ 
folvednefs  and  wilfulnefs. 

A  m.an  may  blafpheme  two  vvayes ,   either  Enumatlvey  as  A  man  may 
to  affirm  that  Chrift  is  a  Devil,  or  God  is  unjufr,  or  the  Scri-  blafphciBc  tw* 
ptures  are  a  lye  ;  or  Imperative  or  Optatlve^y  williing  any  un-  waycy. 
glorious  thin:^  on  God>or  Chrift  and  his  Truths;  both  of  which 
may  be  In  a^^t  fig'^^toy  when  the  perfon  doth  exprefs  out  in 
words  all  this  :  or  /«  a5lti  excrclto^  when  all  this  is  in  concepts 
mefiti's  &  propojjto.     Though  perhaps  he  doth  fpeakwhatis 
ttue,  and  honourable  of  God  and  Chrifl-,  yet  it  is-  modo  irrlfo^ 
r'lo  &  coHtemptivOy  (  as  Qfi.pt/'n  obferves )  after  a  diigracini^ 
and  dcfpicabie  manner.    Now  then  the  fubjedi:  of  the  iin  r.- 
gainfl  the  holy  Ghoft  is  fuch  a  Blafphemy ,  who  ^oth  moft  un-  ' 

worthily  think  of  Chrift,  and  this  is  'verkim  mentis^  inward 
Blafphemy /«  fo;?^^;??^,  and  who  doth  bafely  deride  and  fcoffe 
at  him  and  his  Trurhs,  jearing  at  his  holinefs^  and  the  excellen- 
cy, andpurity  of  hiswayes,  and  this  is  t^rr^^w^z'^^/j  outward 
Blafphemy.    The  ^^hich  is  net  occafioned  by  coa6l ion  of  Ty- 
ranny, as  fome  through  torment  may  fpeak  with  their  lips  that 
which  their  heart  abhors;nor  by  the  phrenfy  ofthe  difeafe,when 
a  perfon  not  mtntU  cempas^  talks  idly  he  knows  not  what,  but  ic 
is  a  fet  Bb{"phemy  and  deliberate  l  fo-mal  Blafphemie  ariiini^ 
from  a  dire£b  intention  to  eclipfe  ,  anddefpife,  anddiminifli 
anddifgrace  theglory  of  Chriftinhimfelf,  truths,vvayes,fer- 
vants :  and  it  may  be  that  even  in  this  fen fe  thofe  that  thus 
fin,  are  faid  to  put  Chrifl  to  an  open  (han:e^  Wz\>,6.6,  .  The  ObjcA  0^ 

3,  The  ob]eU:  of  thisy  the  Gofpel  of  Chrifi.     The  common  ^^^  Gofpel. 

Oo  2  Ol^iea 
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ObjeB  of  Blafphemy  is  God  confidered  in  EfTcnce  and  Re- 
velation, and  man  :  The  Objedl  of  Blafphemy  lefs  generally 
taken,  goes  not  lower  then  God  'and  his  Truths  ;  but  the 
[pecinl  OhjeEioi  Blafphemy  againft  the  Holy  Ghoit,  is  the 
faving  fart  of  the  fVordy  It  is  tht  Goffel  of  Chrlft  :  Heh-^  10,. 
29.  The  Son  of  God,  and  the  blood  of  the  Covenant ,  are 
the  Objeds  of  this  impiety.  O  how  this  raifes  this  reproach-- 
fuU  fin  :  It  is  a  high  fin  to  reproach  any  Attribute  of  Cod ,  to. 
reproach  any  part  of  the  Truth  of  Cod  ;  but  to  faften  dif- 
grace  on  the  mercy  of  God,  to  pcure  contempt  on  the  Gof- 
pclof  God,  there  where  his  compafiions  yearn  to  finners 
there  where  his  freeft  grace  calls  upon  finners ,  there  where 
the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  and  falvationfhincsro  finners,  this 
is  the  higheft  Injury  ,  yet  on  this  mod  amiable  countenance 
and  tendereft  affei^ions  of  Heaven,  doth  this  bb.fphemer  cslR- 
his  mo  ft  impure ,  and  fouleft  indignities,  which  appears  in 
the  A6ls  incident  to  this  Subje6^. 

me  Ad.  of  It.      ^'^^^'^'y'/h^^^V^^yaretwo 

I.  A  malicious  rcjettwg  of  the  Gojpe/j  both  in  the   Truth 

A  malicious      j^uci  in  the  Goodnefs  of  it.  The  Gofpel  may  be  not  hearkened  to 

"i^^^PSo^the  YYhereitis  reprefented,  and  yet  the  perfon  not  guilty  of  this. 

^°  ^  *  fin  ;  It  may  be  refufed,  though  it  be  hearkened  to,  and  yet 

we  guiltlefs  of  the  fame  :  All  Refufal ,  all  Difobedience  un- 
to it,  doth  not  neceffarily  infer  this  fin,  but  there  m.uft  be  a 

.        .  malicious  Rejedling^-vhich  notes  two  things. 

n/fr»  diV  ^^^^^  ^  compleat  and  free  diffofitlon  of  the  ivill:  he  fins  i)t«<r.'<yf5 

pofitionof  the  ^'^-^P'^  ig'^-orantiam-iJ^on  per  violcnttam^fedmoti^  ffoi-itaneo ',  for 

Will.  there  be  fome  alliens  which  arife  parrly  from  the  will,   and 

partly  from  externally  impulfive  Caufes»  Secondly,  Which 
arife  immediately  and  totally  from  the  Will :  fuch  is  this 
rejeftion  ,  it  is  not  caufed  through  the  darkne fs  or  miftake 
of  the  underftanding,  nor  through  the  powerful!  imprefsion 
of  perfecution,  nor  through  any  violent  didemper  or  fudden 
motion  of  the  affe6lions ,  nor  throurh  the  importunity  of 
temptation,  nor  through  any  phreneticaldifeafe,  but  through 
the  natural  and  internal  inclination  of  perverfenefs  in  the 
Will,  when  the  perfon  is  fet  in  the  faireft  of  Circumftan- 
ces  and  conditions,  not  blinded,  not  agitated,  but  voluntarily 

and 
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and  wilfully  rejefts  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift. 

1 1.  Access    of  deefefl  malicey    and    conftant  hatred   in  the  Acccfs  of 
}yill'y  ThtrcfoTt  Alexander  (t/^/^/ faith  well,  that  the  ^o^^j  dccpcft  malice; 
hffjW  feccatlhabet  9rigif3cm,acertamalitiay  i.e.  ex  mallgmtate    ^^*^*^'  '^^^ 
an'imlcum  coyifclentU  pcc^tl^  &  ex  qiiadam-merjtts fervcrfitate-^ 
when  the  perfon  doth  it  of  fet  purpofe,  and  with  a  fectec 
compIacence,he  is  gladded  that  he  can  defpite  and  injure Chrift 
and  his  Gofpel.     This  defpitefuU  rejedling  is expreflcd  in  Hcl?. 
10.25).     By,  FirR,  Treading  under  foot  the  Son  of  God  ^  the 
moli  b.;fe  elteem  of  Chiift,  refpe6ling  him  no  more  then  the 
impureft  dirt  in  the  ftrects,  or  the  molt  vile  thing,  as  Amhrof^ 
expounds  it.    Itwere  fault  fufficient  not  to  accept  of  Chrill,. 
it  is  a  deeper  treafon  to  fcorn  and  reject  Chrift  and  Mercy  ; 
but  how  infinitely  vile  is  it  to  do  this  with  a  difdain,  and  with 
a  defpitefuU  humour,  with  a  purpofe  to  vex  anddifhonour 
Chrift  and  the  Gofpel.'   Secondly,  Counting  the  hlood  of  the 
Covenant  an  unholy  thing  :      The  blood   of   Chrift  is  the.  ' 

blood  of  the  new  Covenant ;  it  is  it  wherein  Promifesoflife. 
are  made,  it  is  it  whereby  reconciiiation  with  God  is  effc-- 
6luallymade,  itisitbjj  which  we  obtain  falvation ,  and  this 
blood  it  is  called  Trccious  in  Scripture  :  but  he  that  fins  againft 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  vilipends  this  blood ,  he  doth  no  more  ac- 
comptof  it,  then  the  blood  of  a  moft  common  thief  and  un- 
hallowed perfon. 

2,\y^A  deffitfffill  perf earning  of  the  Ggf^ef]  as  it  is  evident  here  -  .  t.  .-  ^  , 
mxh'^'Phnrifeesy  who  hated  the  light  ,  and  bitterly  perfecuted  p^fcclting  ©t 
the  lii;ht :  and  thus  was  it  with  Jullan^LucianHs^  PorfhiriHs^znd  the  Gofpci. 
other  odious  Apoftates,  who  were  fo  helliftily  incenfed  againft 
the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  that  if  it  had  been  polTible,  they  would 
have  plucked  this  Sun  cut  of  the  Firmament,  they  would  have 
rooted  out  the  very  Name  and  naming  of  Chrift ;  the  reafons 
whereof  I  conceive  may  be  thcfe. 

Firft,   iheflrong-pojfeffion  of  their  hearts  hy  Sat  an  ^\^\\0  COVCi-' 

municates  unto  them  this  eternal  malevolence  and  hatred 
of  Chrift. 

Secondly,  *The  inward  pcrfn^afion  rn  their  ovpn  confciences  ^ 
that  they  f  alt  never  have  p^rt  inCh'-ij}^  whereupon   in  the. 

fury 
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fury  of  defpair.    For  chemfelves  they  arc  malicioufly  bene 
againrt   the  poinbk  benefit  that  any  other  may  draw  from 
Cbrill. 
The  formal  The    Formal    Aggravation    cf  the^e  Acis  ,    after    mani- 

aggravsdon  of  fcft  conviflJon  by    theholyGhod^     A  man  may  reject  the 
ibefcaas.        Gofpei  ,    a  man    may   perfecute   the   Gofpcl  ,     and   do 
it  v\iih  his  very  foul  and  heart  as  Paul^  who  breathed   out 
perfeciKions  ,  and   deQroyed   them  that  called    upon   the 
name  of  Jcfus,  and   compelled  many    to  blafphemxe ,  and 
w\^xed   m^^d  sgainlt  the   Saints ,  yet   not   fin   againd   the 
Holy  Choft  ;  for  all  this  may  be   through  ignorance     the 
UnderftanGing  not  knowing ,  the  Confci.nce  beinp  not  yet 
convinced ,  nay  ,  it  being  perfwaded  of  the  contrary  as  fit 
Djlngth'saf-  and  lawiuil,  ^Bs  i6,g.    The  thing  therefore  that  former- 
bVthe^H^^"^^  contains  the    nature  of  this  fin  ,  is  the  doing  of  alUhis 
Ghoft!     °  ^    ^^^^^   ^"^  againft   C^trvitiidn  by  the    Holy   Ghoft-,      Hence 
doth  this  fin  borrow  its  denommation  againll  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
Novy  here  I  ilia  11  briefly  open  , 
^        Fitrt,  How  the  HoIyG^oft  is  taken. 

Secondly,  Whit  the  Conviftionby  the  Holy  Ghofl  is. 
HowthcHoiy      ^-  ^^^  HolyGhoft  is  fometim.e  taken  ;  Fiift,  Ejfemally  ^ 
Gfaoft  IS  taken.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  infinite,    indivihble ,  independent  Deity.     Se- 
condly, ^erfortalhy  as  the  third  perfon  in  Trinity  proceed- 
ing from  the   Father  and  the  Son.     Thirdly,  l^irtually  ^  In 
Loc.cit.         -refpc<5tot  Energy  or  operation  ,  and  this  Origcn  calls ^,  Pre- 
fnetatem  gratidi^  &  Aq'^iinas  bonHtn  [fir it o  apVropriatum  :  for 
though  external  operations  be  common  to  the  Trinity ,  yet 
the  immediate  manner  of  \Vorte<ig  is  more  common  to  one 
perfon  then  another,  as  the  work  of  Creation  to  the  Fathvj 
"liedemprio;^  to  zh(^  Son -,  Illumn^.tion  and    SanBification  to  the 
Holy  Ghoft.     Thus  is  the  holyGhofl  here  confidered  in  his 
proper  operation,  viz,.  Cofivicii?^, 
What  this  Secondly,  The  operation  or  conviction  of  this  perfon  by 

convidion  is.  ^heHoIy  Ghoft,  confif^s  in  thefe  particulars. 
Objcftivc.  Fir(},  The  clear  Revelation  of  J s [us  Chrlshm  the  Go[psl  ^ 

Pacifaaia       both  in  rei"pe6l  of  Truth  and  Gooim[5  i  of  Truth ,  that  he 
isthexrue  and  only  Son  of  God;  of  Goody;e[s^  that  he  is  the 

Re- 
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Redeeir.er  of  the  world ,   and  affured   Saviour  to  Belie- 
vers?. 

Secondly,  Tloere  Is  by  the  Holy  Ghofl  wrought  /«  them 
(in  ji^}rchen/^on  of  all  this  hy  a  [u^erfratPtral  illuminfit'wn  ^ 
as  in  Hf^.6.4.  Th^y  were  once  Infighincd.  ^  not  '^aturalilti' 
m'ln^ -i  for  by  that  of  confcience  every  one  is  inlightncd , 
but  If^^lj^ef'^per^atural I  ^  by  that  of  the  Spirit. 

Thirdly,  Not  a  fl?tghter  appreh:nJio!i^  bnt  a  more  dettr- 
n/inate  Convittion  ;  fo  that  they  cannot  deny  the  truth ; 
the  light  whereof  Hiines  with  fuch  clear  beams  upon  tht 
underlianding.  The  teflimony  of  the  confcience  deter- 
niinately  alfents  with  the  teftimony  of  the  Spirit,  that 
this  Revealed  Gofpeljis  indeed  the  Gofpel  of  Chriftand 
of  falvation.  To'a  know  who  I  am  ,  ^nd.  whence  I  come , 
foiih  Chrip:  to  the  Tharlfees  ;  yea^  themfelves  profefTed  fo 
much  ,  becanfe  ye  [ay  we  fee  ,  thfefere  yopir  fins  remain  y 
John  9. 

Fourthly,  Nay,  yet  undeniable  Conviction  Is  not  all  ^thtrt 
isalfo  fome  kind  of  approbation  of  thofe  trntJos  y  which  the 
Apollie  calls  u4  taflino  of  the  heavenly  gifty  and  a  tafiing 
of  the  good  word  of  Gody  and  of  the  powers    of  the    world 
to  come,    A  man  may  have  a  \\tt\t  tafle  of  Honey  ,   fo 
that  he  can  fay,  I  know  it  is  fweet;  and  of  wine,  that 
he  can  fay,  it  is  comfortable  :  In  like  manner ,  th^y  vvho 
fin  this  fm  a^ainrt  the  Holy  Ghoft  may  feel   his   opera- 
tion, not  only  in  an  objeylive  revelation,  not   only  in 
a  fubje<^ive  apprehenfion  ,    not  only  in  an   undeniable, 
comidtion ,  but  alfo  in  fome  degree  of  approbation.  There 
m^y   dro;^    lome    etfes5ts    from    the     truth    imprinted 
upon  the,  affirdlions  that    the    Confcience    may  be   pcr- 
fwaded,  ?nd  give  teftimonie   aflu-edly  that  thefe  are  the  very 
truths  of  Chrill.      AU  which  is  very  evident  in  fome  of 
the  Pharifecs ,  who  had   Chrift  rcvenled  to  theai  ,  who 
did  know,  and  wee  convinced  in  their  ov\n   hearts  who 
Chnd  was ,  and  what  his  Dc6lrine  was ,  yet  did  they  with 
inward  mali:e  break  out  apinft  him,  and  hisDodlrine, 
and  in  Words  poured  the  bafeR  contumelies  and  blafphe- 

mies 
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mies  upon  him  ;  and  in  their  pertinacious  workings  did 
conftantly  periecute  him ,  even  to  the  mort  reproach- 
fuii  death  o£  the  Crofs ,  and  ail*  this  againll:  the  dearcH: 
Convictions  of ''the  Holy  Ghoit  in  their  own  Confci- 
ences. 

The  irremifll*      '^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  nature  of  the  Sin,    Confider  the  Irremiffl^ 

blends  of  this  hlc.efs  &f  It. 

(in. 

ir  fl:all  r,9t  bs  foriiwn  unto  mrfi, 

ql:  ft  The  ArrU:tSy    Emommns ^    CM^.cedoniarjs  ^  and    other 

VideAiSs-Ep-  ^^^^'^^^kl  faid,  the  Helj  Ghofi  was  a  Creature,  and  the 
50.  ad  Bonifa-  ^hotlfjiam  denied  to  him  a  real  fubltance ,  /.  e,  a  Perfo^ 
cjum.  reality ,  as  Erafmns  interprets  it  ;  yet  many  of  thefe  re- 

Comitcm.  pentcd,  C if  we  believe  S^int  Ktiftin)  and  obtained  par- 
Vide  Athan.    ^^„^     '    ^  ^ 

^TerapU,^^'  The  fame  Father  fitly  removes  this  fcruple,  by  difiin-, 
ncm,  p.344.  ofguilhing  between  erroneous  opinions  concerning  the 
this  very  Ar-  Holy  GhoO:  5  anj  this  unpardonable  blafphemy  againft 
gumcnt.  the  'Holy    Ghofl.     It  is  one  thing  to  mif-  apprehend  the 

Effence,  or  perfonal  fubliftence,  and  hereupon  to  pro- 
nounce according  to  the  dark  mifconceits  of  the-  holy 
Ghoft.  It  is  another  thin^  to  blafpheme  Chrift  and  hi^ 
Gofpel  afrer  clear  convidlon  by  the  Holy  Ghofl ,  this  is 
the  fin  which  inall  not  be  forgiven. 

Hence  it  is,  that  this  fin  is  called,  i  f&l'^fi  ^a6.  A  fin 
unto  death.  And  I^J.6.a.6.  A  fin  that  cafts  a  man  into 
an  ImpoJJibtlhy  cf  renewlr.g.     And  H^/'.iO,  26.  All  facrl- 


of  this  remiHion,  not  of  th-  impolTibiiity, 

QueR.     }Vhy  is  It    that  this  fin   {jrall  never  he  for^i- 
%'€n  ? 
Whyisit  par-      A'afr^.  I.  It  is  not  becaufe  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  greater 
donabic.  then  the  Son  ;  for  there  is  not  Major  and  Minor j  where 

ever 


The  ytnpardonabk  Sin.  289 


every  one  is  equal   in  Nature  and  Dignity. 

2.    Nor  is  it  becaufe  this  fin  is  fo  intenfively  greac, 
that   exceeds  the  abfolute  power   of  God   to  forgive  it, 
or  the   infinite    Merits  '  of  Chrift.  i^^^Qmrnfotentl  A<f^^ 
dico    rtHllus  Infanabllls  occHrrit  languor  ;  Ifioore. 
But  the  Reafons  given  are  thefe. 

Firft ,  i?ecaufe  it  is  %eft4gna»t  to  the  immHtahle  Statute  ^  ,  ^ 
and  Dicree  of  the  Divine  wid.     It  is  Gods  abfolute  plea-  f^ucf  pf^fSre 
fure ,  who  of  himfelf  fets  the  extent  of  his  Mercy ,  and   noi  w  ptrioa 
the  bounds  of  his  Jullice.      Though  he  will  be  plealed  it, 
to  allow  a  polTibiiity  of  Mercy  to   other  finners  i  yet  as 
a  Kins  for   fome  fac^s  will   not  allow   an  Offender  his 
book  ;    fo  God  is  pleafed  here   to  deny  Mercy.     This 
Reafon  is  true ,  but  becaufe  it  is  of  common   equity  to 
fome  other  fins,  therefore  further  fatisfa(5lion  may   be 

fought. 

Secondly,  It  direEily  re/ifis  y  and  repudiats  tie  matter 
cf  far  don  and  rer.iffion  ,    viz.    Th  hhei  of  C  hrl(^ .      If  a  %^X'S^l 
Patient  could  be  hea'ied  only  by  one  Meditnne,  and  he  did  Vemfli-nis, 
wilfuiiy  rejefl  that  ,   it  is  impoffibie  he  fhould    recover,   Vei:Aic'», 
nor  that  the  medicine  is  not  of  vertue  ;  but  that  he  wil-  Tv.in.a.q-i5f« 
fully    rejcds  this   virtual  Medicine  :    fo  here,   theic  is  T'^'a^ 
no  other  n^rr.e  under  heaven  by  which  vae  can  he  faved  ,  hfit    ^^V  -* 
orJy  the  name  of  Jefns  Chrifi;  no  plaifter    but  the  blood 
of  Chriit,  which   yet  this   finner    defpitefully    rejeil:s, 

&c. 

Thirdly,  It  contemptuou/ly^  and  with  a  wilfull  ohftinacy   ^     ....    . 
reftft-s    that  f fir  it   which  fhsuld  affljf  this  pardon  and  Re-  rcCft$  thc^fpi- 
mifjion.     Pardon  cannot  be  obtained,    unlefs   the   Spirit  rit who  ihouid 
apply  it,  but  here  the  finner   fights  againft  the  Spirit  of  apply  the  pic 
Gcd ,  and  defpites  the  Spirit  of  Grace  ,  and  will  not  per-  <Jon. 
mit  any  operation ,  any  faving  operation  of  the  Spirit  to 
faftenon  the  foul,  all  fitnefs  an  J  difpofition  for  pardon  is 
from  the  Spirit,  who  is  here  rejedled.       .,  ^        ;     .    ^^^ 

Yo\Mih\'ji  The  conflant  order    of  operation 'in  the  Trinltj   Hs/insagalnf 
fuggejis  tint9HS  the  reafon  of  the  irremtffiblenefs  of  this  ft n  ',   the  order  of 
which  order  is  alwaies  by  defcent ,    and  not  byrepreiTi-  9P*i.*V°,"°^ 
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on.     If  a  man  fin  againft  the  Father ,   the  Son  hath  an 
operation  for  the  finner;  if  a  man  fin  againft  the  Son 
the  Sjnric  hath  an  operation  for  the  (inner  in  working  up- 
on his  confcicnfisc^nd  offering  of  Chrift;  but  if  a  man 
fin  againft  this  Spirit,  whether  lliould  he  go  f  or  who  is  to 
prefent  pardon?  To  the  Father  he  cannot  go  vvithour  the 
Spirit ,  to  the  Son  he  canno?  go  without  the  Spirit ,  but  the 
Spirit   is  by  him  rejeileci  and  del  i.efully  fcorned.     He 
that  (ins  agnnftthe  Holy  Giioii ,  (ins  a^^ainft  the  whole 
Trinity  ,  the  Fathers  love,  the  Sons  death  ,  and  the  Spirits 
Eptft.  adMar-  o.^eration.     1  know  rhat  H.erome  laith>  ihis  fin  fhall  not 
Ctilum.Epift.      ht  ioT^Wtn  Propter  ^/afyhemUm^  &  Au§,ui\inQ, propter per^ 
9idBoaiiua\m  fevera»tijlimjin  cordis  dttruiem  5  and  the  Schols,  Pr^?^^^^.^^^ 
^  feStfim  excu^ahllitat^  &  indtgmt^^.tem  ;  and  othcrSy^ fiod  qui  fie 

peccant  trAdnntur  In  reprobum [enfum  ,  thus  Hilary^  Ath^- 

5 ,  naJiiUy  and  fome  of  our  modern  Writers.  ^ 

Ufe  I, 

I  f       •©       *1pHE  Ufesfrom  the  explication  of  this  high  fin  fiiall 
n  ormauon.       j^     ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^  Inforniation  :  And  fecond- 

Tk     «  eft     ^y*  Caution  :  Thirdly,  Dire6tion. 

illummations  ^^^^  T\\2it  iht greateft  illumimtlons  In  the  under fi findings 

are  not  able  of   ^«^  determinate  convltlions  Inthe  Confclence  ,  are  not  ah le  of 

,itliemfel?e$  to     themplvs  tofave  a  man :  A  perfon  may  have  a  deep  infight  in 

6ti  a  man.     the  Miftcries  of  Heaven  ,  an  ample  apprehenfion  of  fu- 

pcrnatural  truths,  a  large  acquaincance  wirh  the  Rules  of 

Grace  and  Ufe ,  a  yielding  in  his   confcience  to  the  re- 

t  vcalcd  teftimoinies  of  the  fpiric  concerning  Chriftandhis 

:^  Doiftriae  ,  yet  be  fo  far  from  the  aflurance  and  poffcf- 

,^  lion  of  t^lory  ,  that  he  may  be  reprobated  to   the  lorvcft 

gulf  of  mifcry  and  damnari  n  ,  for  the  damned  Devils 
arc  invcftcd  with  a  moft  ger»cral  extent  of  objc^livc  know- 
ledge; and  thefc  here  who  fin  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft 
do  participare  of  divine  illumination ,  even  to  the  mea- 
furc  of  approbation  in  the  confcience  touching  the  truth, 
V  yet  you  fee  that  their  condition  is  utterly  incompatible 

vWkb  the  juft  hopes  or  expeftatio*  of  happinefs ,  it  is  ;ioc 

capable 


* 
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capable  of  rcmifsion  >  tnd  therefore  eternally  deipcratc 
of  falvation :  all  which  muft  be  fo  underftoocl  by  you  , 
not  that  fpiritual  illumination  is  not  neccffary,  but  that  it 
is  not  alone  fufficient  to  fave.  The  ftrongeft  abilities  of 
knowledge  may  only  ferve  to  purchafc  us  a  more  learned 
and  full  damnadon. 

^    Secondly,  That  ^reatcfi  knowledge  may  be  w  MfnijeSi  Tbclrcaitdk 
both  deprived  $f  the    tnexiftence  of  fanBifjlng  grace  ,  and  knowledge 
alfo  filled  rtith  bitter efi   enmity    and    malice    agai»h  the  ?^7^*"'.* 
truth  if  Grace.    I  juftly  queftion,  whether  any  perfons  un-  Grace  ind*^ 
capable  of  Glory  are  convinced  with   more  fupernatural  cncmytou!** 
lighc  then  thefc  who  fin  a^ainft  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;    yet 
fure  I  am,  none  arc  more  enraged  Lyons  agaioft  the  in- 
noccncy  and  fimplicity  of  Holincfs>  and  true  Grace  then 
thefe. 

A  perfon  may  put  on   ^'p<p»<rit^  hn^Aoiy  as  the  Apoflle  ^  tjo,  ,  f^ 
fpeaks,  and  yet  his  heart  be  void  of  the  inward  power  of 
Godlincfs.    A  dead  man  may  be  clothed  with  beautiful! 
Garments;  and  a  heart  utterly  void  of  the  life  and  quick-  ''^fiT^^"^ 
nings  ofHolinefs,  may  yet  be  adorned  with  the  fair  robes 
and  endowments  of  knowledge. 

Nay>  Do  but  confult  with  the  Records  of  the  fpirit  in 
the  Scripture ,  and  the  examples  of  perfons ,  and  at- 
tempts in  all  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory ,  you  {hall  not  only 
find  knowledge  divided  from  grace,  but  oft-times  make- 
ing  ftrongeft  oppofitions  againft  it.  None  with-ftood  s.  Oppofitltfl^ 
Chrift  more  then  the  learned  Scribes  and  Pharifees  5 
none  withftoOd  Paul  more ,  then  the  learned  Athenians : 
Whom  have  we  in  our  age  more  eager  againft  the  D(>. 
6trine  of  faith,  then  the  fubtile  Jejuite?  and  againft  the 
independency  and  immobility  of  grace,  then  the  Arminian. 
Dull  and  blind  apprehenfions  arc  not  fo  fcrviceable  Engines 
for  the  exe-  ution  of  Diabolical  malice :  the  moft  acwaa- 
tagious  fcrvant  that  ever  iJatan  bad,  was  a  learned  head  and 
a  gracelefs  heart :  Abftrad  knowledge  will  eafily  blow  up 
pride,  and  pride  will  eafily  fire  our  malice ,  aodoontempt^ 
and  thefe  will  fuddenly  break  out  into  our  tongues  with 

Pp  2  dcrifioa 


292 


The  Tribunal  of  Infiice^  or , 


Great  know- 
ledge without 
grace  adds  to 
mlfcry. 


CautiW 


Takebeedof, 


dcrifion    and  perfecutioh    of   Grace. 

Thirdly,  That  our  greater  kjioiviedf^e  {ivithout  fafjEllfy^ 
tng  Grace)  adds  to  our  greater  rmne  and  JHdgement,  This 
illation  is  moft  confpicuous  in  the  fubjedis  of  this  fin , 
whofe  Judgement  becomes  the  more  heinous  and  inevi- 
table, becaufc  of  the  greatnefs  of  their  illumination  and 
convi^ion. 

I  know  the  fchools  deliver  unto  usfeveral  circumftan- 
ct^  whereby  a  fin  common  with  another  in  identity  of 
nature ,  is  yet  by  the  accefs  of  them  varioufly  altered : 
but  amongft  all  the  intenfive  perfections  of  finfull  guilt  , 
this  addition  of  knowledge  is  one  excefsively  aggravating. 
If  yenvere  hlindy  ( faith  Ch rift,  lohfi^^^i,)  ye \hmld  have 
m  fin  (  comparatively  for  meafure)  but  now  you  fay,  we 
fee,  therefore  your  fin  remaineth.  An  ignorant  offen- 
dor  may  have  fome  plea  and  excufe,  but  a  willfull  finner 
is  without  aU  Pretext.  None  fiiall  find  greater  flripes 
then  he  who  knows  and  doth  not ,  or  he  who  izt%  to  do, 
but  will  not.  As  the  moft  pra6lical  Chriftian  fhall  rife  to 
thehigheft  feat  and  Throne  of  happinefs  in  heaven,  fo  the 
moft  illuminated  finner  fhall  fink  into  the  deepeft  dungeon 
of  mifery  in  hell.  / 

Ufe  II. 

NO  W  I  come  to  Camion :  you  have  heard  what  this  fin 
is,  and  you  have  heard  the  fad  condition  of  this  finner-, 
that  he  may  for  ever  defpair  to  fee  the  face  of  God  !  I  dare 
not  faften  the  compleat  guilt  of  this  fin  on  any  who  hears 
mc  this  day  :  Only  remember  that  of  the  Apoftle,  Heh, 
3.12.  Take  heed  brethren  left  there  be  in  any  of  you  an  evil 
heart  of  unbelief  in  departing  from  the  living  God. 

Yet  becaufe  this  fin  is  pofsibly  incident  unto  uS^^  who 
take  upon  us  the  profefsion  of  the  Gofpel  :  it  ihall  n^ 
prove  I  truft  an  unfeafonable  endeavour ,  if  1  defcribc  un- 
to you  foHfte  few  ftcps  by  which  the  foul  gradually  de- 
fends unto  the  bottom  gf  this  damned  impiety,, 
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Firft,  Regardlefs  receiving  of  the  G  of  pel  of  CAr//?,  which    Rejardlefi  r«, 
is  done  three  wayes.  ceiting  o£  the 

I.  when  the  ^udffemem  hath  no  reverent  efilmatloMs  of  S°^P]5^  °' 
god  in  Christ ,  and  of  the  Promifes  made  in  the  blood  of  ^^"** 
Chrifl-,  or  of  the  neccffary  conditions  of  the  Covenant  of 
Grace  to  be  performed  by  us. 

Secondly,  when  the  heart  either  in  hearing  or  reading  is 
withoHt  life  and  affe^ions ,  fo  that  the  Gofpel  draws  not 
our  love,  and  joy ,  and  delight ,  or  any  adhefion  of  the 
mind,  Paul  ttWs  us,  zThej.  2,12,  of  fome  to  h^  dam- 
ned. And  verfe  10.  Thej^  were  fnch  who  received  not  the 
truth  /«  the  love  of  it. 

Thirdly,  when  there  is  no  conformity  to  the  (jofpel-rnles  of 
life.     Now  what  fliall  I  fay  of  our  felves  f  what  accounts 
have  we  of  this  pearl  ?   what  afFe6^ions  have'  we  to  this 
Do6lrine  of  Grace  ?  have  we  any  impreifions  of  Reve- 
rence ,  any  imprelTions  of  bve  unto  the  MiniHry  of  the 
Spirit?  Alas  I  our  liomacks  begin  to  loath  the  hony  comb, 
and  we  are  almoR  as  weary  of  this  Gofpel ,  as  the  Ifrae- 
lites  were   of  their  Manna.     Why  elfe  thofe  many  nc-  Aas7.r. 
gle6^s  of  thts  word  of  grace,  whyelfe  our  flight  entertain-   Ycrcfiftthc 
ment  of  it  ?    why  elfe  our  very  fcorn  and  contempt  of  ^^^S  Ghoft, 
it  ?  Shall  I  fpeak  the  truth  ?   the  heavenly  ftrains  of  the 
Holy  GhoR   in    the   Gofpel  fail  tco  low  ,    and  found 
too  flat  in  our  curious  ears.     The  iliirp  invenrioa?  of  fome 
poet,  or  the  bram-Rapttrr^rs  of  a  Comedian,  fhiil  relifh  our 
Palats  with  more  pleafure  then  the  fweeteft  principles  and 
iefTons  that  ever  the  wifedome  of  Heaven  bith  dedicated. 
The  plAin  tune  of  Scripture  ftriks  us  not  ,   unleTs  there 
be  alfo  imart  defcantini;s  of  humane  wit.     Miftake  me  not, 
I  fpeak  not  this  tobaniili  the  convenient  ufe  of  fitting 
exprefsions   in  our  delivery  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  by 
condemning  our  inaffec^i^-nate  attentions  to  the  fimplicity 
©f  Chrift.    I  do  not  hereby  apologize  for   the  Ian:^uage 
of  rudenefs ;  C  no  ^  I  would  not  hive  the  highnefs  of  the 
word  to  be  made  offenfive  by  rry  Baibarifms  )   only  let 
me  cell  you  ,  that  where  the  Word  of  life ,  coming  in 
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the  ftrength  and    beauty  of  its  own  elegant  plainnefs 
findech  not  only  coldnefs  of  rcfped  and  love,  but  the 
laflies  alio  of  ignorant  cenfure  and  fcorn ,  we  arc  mount- 
ed upon  an  high  ftep  of  prophanencfs ,  and  are  defcendin^ 
to  that  unpardonable  iin  againtt  the  Holy  Ghoft.  ^ 

Secondly,  TnvAte  or  fublick^fcorn'mg  of  hol'mefs,    Ho- 
ScornJae  of     ^^"^^  it  is  the  Glory  of  God,  and  in  a  fort  the   rcaitude 
Holincfj.         ^^  *^^  ^^^  attributes.     God  delights  to  reveal  himfclf  in 
Hcb.  12.14.       this  holinefs,   and  tells  us,  that  vvichout  holinefs  none 
jQiall  fee  his  face.    It  is  the  moll  diftin ',uifliing  effe6l  of 
the  Spirit  of  Cod^  and  that  which  is  both  an  aflurance  of 
divine  Eledion,  ^s  alfo  the  fecular  zeal  of  our  falvation. 
Yet  may  not  I  confidently  affirm  to  you,  that  nothing  is 
more  fallen  into  the  bafe  derifionsof  wiclefs  finners  i^n 
this   glorious  image  of  heaven.      Strip  me  a  psrfonof 
the  well-fpoken  complements  of  dignity ,   wealth,  con- 
ceited projefts  y    aha  deportments  for  the  itch    of  the 
times ,  and  fuppofe  him  only  cloathed  with  the  endovv- 
>ments  of  tmegrace  and  holinefs;  who  is  there  that  is  fet 
forth  with  more  difdain ,  and  derifion ,   and  jeering,  then 
fuch  a  pcrfon ;  this  is  the  only   rcafon   of  our  fcornin^'s 
that  he  is  aperfon  of  purity ,  one  of  the  Spirit;  A  religi- 
ous David  is  the  fong  of  Drmkjirds ,   and  the  Innocent , 
Ob jeds  of  mockings ,    reproaches ,  fcorns  and  jeftings  ; 
Bonusvir  Ca-   Boms  vir^  perhaps,  but  Chrifiiams  ,  fo  now  if  onus  vir  fed 
jus  Seius,  fed  Religigfus ;  Lord^  What  think  we  of  God,  or  his   Spirit , 
"u'odcvftr  ^J^^^^ven!  is  holinefs  beautifullinCod,  admirable  in  the 
nujjTcrml.  aI  ^P^^^^  of  God,lovely  in  the  Word  of  God?  and  yet  contemp- 
poiog.p.Sio,  "  tible  effectively  confidered  in  the  fervants  of  God.    As 
Chriftianns,  fi  fure  as  the  Lord  liveth,  if  the  bounds  of  publick    Autho- 
nuiiius  crimu  ritydidnot  awe,  and  the  fecret  fufpitions  of  publick  fliame 
y/'^?*"L^je  did  not  bank  thefe  enemies  of  Grace,  their  private  Sar- 
infdftum  Tfo*  <^^tos ,  and  blemillies  of  Grace  would    break  forth  in- 
liusinominis     to  publick  fury  againft  all  real  power   and    pradife  pf 


crimEncft.lbi-  Grace. 


p.8op.  Who  but  an //^??^/?<?/ will  feoff  at  an  Jfaas}  and  who  but 

a  Cfivn  will  hate  his  hothr  ^  hcimfc  his  ypork^s  are  good? 
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and  who  but  an  ignorant  wretch  agitated  by  the  Spirit 
of  darknefs  and  pervcrfcnefs ,  will  flie  out  wirh  hellifti 
inve6tives  againii  holinefs  in  heart,  and  pra6tire,  which  is 
the  ulory  of  God ,  the  perfe6lion  of  Angels ;  the  fa- 
cred  work  of  the  Spirit ,  and  the  pledge  of  our  immortal 
inheritance  in  the  heavens. 

My  brethren,  be  cautioned  to  forrow  for  this ,  and  re- 
form in  ofl-cring  violence  to  holinefs  in  mm  >  thou  ix^'^- 
ne(t  indignity  upon  the  very  image  of  God,  and  de- 
fpite  upon  the  Holy  Ghofti  who  is  the  immediate  cfii- 
cicnt  of  Holmefs  in  the  Creature, 

Thirdly  ,  Sleight'iKg  the  checks  of  canfcleHce,      Confci-  ^?ight?ng  ike 
cnce  efpecially  inlightncd  ,    it  is  our    Angel-Guardian ,  Jf*|  ckioi  con- 
the  private  Re^ilier  of  our  courfcs^and  the  faithful. Mo-    ^^^^^^* 
nitor  within  our  own  breatts  :    it  is  the  eye  of  the  foul 
to  overiee  the  whole    occafions   of    heart  and   life  , 
and  it    is  the  tongue ,  that  reports  to  us  the  re6Htude  or 
aberration  of  our  wayes.     The  Law  telUfies  dc  jurey  and 
this  defA^o, 

There  is  not  I  believe  a  finner  partaking  of  any  illu-- 
mination  general  or  particular  under  the  powerful!  pre- 
fence  of  a  found  Minirtry  ,  but  his  Confcicnce  fome- 
times  in  the  hearing  of  rhreatnings  from  the  Pulpit , 
fometimes  in  his  retired  fecefsions  or  withdrawin^s  from 
company,  doth  lay  unto  him  the  guilt  of  his  fins ,  and  per- 
haps flings  him  with  unquelhonabe  convictions  and  hor- 
rors ,  it  tells  him  that  his  heart  is  yet  defperately  foul , 
and  that  his  wayes  are  not  the  wayes  of  life  and  comfort.  Zach./.iu 
But  now  tor  this  perfon  to  ftop  his  ears  at  this  faithful 
voice  of  confcienc.!,  for  hi  n  to  deal  with  this,  as  Fell^ 
did  with  T^hI  difcourfing  of  J  idgement  t9  come ,  go  thy 
ypay  f^r  this  time -^  wfjen  I  h  vf  convenient  f  afon  I  ^ill  a  a  ,  -^r 
cdl  for  thet  ^  or  eUe  to  q':ench  and  drown  their  private 
clamors  by  fh^;  undmelincsof  other  difcourles  ana  fouler 
actions  ;  O  what  dired  inju  y  do  we  hereby  offer  to  the 
workings  of  v. od^  spirit,  2nd  what  ft-onger  power  dowc 
add  hereby  to  the  working$  of  gur  heart. 
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A  tender  confcience  is  like  a  tender  eye  or  ftomack :  but 
nt<^kt\  of  motions  in  the  confcience  prepares  for  hard- 
nefs  of  heart.    It  will  be  with  us  in  finning,  as  it  is  with 
rhe  iron ,    which  becomes  the  more  hardened  after  the 
fire    and  the  finnermore  finfuil,  after  the  flighting  of  the 
checks  of  conscience ;  or  as  with  a  difeafe  which  growes 
incurable  by  neglca ,   yet   mi^ht  have  been  cured  and 
healed  by-obfervance  ;  or  as  a  tree  which  .after  manyihake- 
in^^s  takes  deeper  root,  and  hold  in  the  earth.    It  is  a 
'     "       fearfull  Judgement  to  fin  againft   Confcience  ,   this  will 
breed  cultome  and  delight ,  and  defence,  and  at  length 
hatred  of  that  Truth ,  which  fhall  prefent  light  for  Re- 
formation.   Hereby  we  grieve  the  Holy  Spirit ,  and  quench 
him ,  and  cauterize,  or  fear  our  confciences  with  fenfe- 
lefnefs  ,    whence   arifeth  a  grcedinefs  to  fin  ,  Efhefians 

Benotpcrcm-  poJrthly  ,  Be  not  peremptory  for  worldly  ends:  he  who 
P'°'/f°'  J  fees  up  his  refolution,  that  he  will  be  fome  body  in  the 
worldly  end/.  j/     ^^  ^-^^ii  have  his   covetous  ends,  or   ambitious 

proieas,  no  marvel,  if  fuch  a  perfon  fleighrs  the  checks 
of  Confcience ,  and  derides  the  beauty  ot  holineis ,  and 
looks  on  the  Word  of  orace  without  all  eftcem  or  a^- 
feaion.     Let  God  fay  what  he  will ,  he  will  do  what  he 

^  The  Pharifees  guilty  of  this  great  fin  would  not,  could  not 
believe  Chria  :  what  was  the  reafon?  See >/;«  5.44.  H^^^ 
can  ye  hlieve ,    ^h'lch  receive  honour  one  of  another  ?  iia- 
lam  for  sain  will  ride  to  curfe  the  Ifrael  of  God ,  and 
Indas  betray  his  Mafter ;    and  ambitious  Haman,  rather 
then  hi5  proud  humour   (Kdl  be  neglefted ,  he  will  en- 
deavour the  ruine  of  all  the  Jews.  What  was  the  reafon  of 
DewM'^  Apoftacy  ?  The  embracing  of  this  prefent  world 
a  Tim  4.10.     O  1  when  the  heart  is  refolved  for  carna 
icourfes ;  it  will  eafily  part  with ,  nay,  rather  then  it  vvill 
be  croffed  or  difappointed  ,    it  will  fall  foul   upon  the 
-very  Truths  of  God.    The greateft  enemies  and oppofers 
of  Truth  have  been  a  covetous  Demetrmsy  Atis  I9.   or  a 

proud 
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proud  Diotrefhesj  3  John,  verfep.    Be  therefore  fubmif. 

five  in  your  worldly    reiolutions  ;  and  to  bend  the  mind 

hereunto ,   weigh  Chrift ,  and  the  whole  world  in   the 

fame  ballance :  fee  whether  Chrift  be  not  more  advan-  Cau  i    ' 

tagious  every  way ;   weigh  you  fouls ,  and  the  world  in 

the  fame  ballancTe:  fee  whether  the  faving  of  the  foul 

be  not  better  then  the  winnmg  of  the  world.    ^     -      ' 


Ufe  II  I. 


TTHElaft  ufe  {hall  be  to  exhort  us,  to  ufe  all  the  means 

-■-    we  can  to  prevent  ir,  and  to  this  end  I  will  commend  ^*^wf«ilon. 
thefe  Advifes, 

1    Let  divine  Truths  reform  as  well  as  Inform:  a  naked  Lft  Truth  rci 
fword  may  do   much  hurt,   and  a  bare  knowledge   may  fo-maiwcUas 
prove  dan|:crous  :     but   where   knowledge,  i^ath  hc^t  as  ^n^o'^. 
well  as   light ,    it  is  Medicnm  mile  :    he  is.  ri^ht  whofe 
knowledge  doth  not  make  him  more  cunnin^^  to  fin  but 
more  careful!  to  avoid  it,  and  foxfake  ir. 

.  2.  Strive  to  love  the  truth  and  holinefs,      Pauls  temper 
was  excellent,  mean  do  nothing  aaainfi  the  mith.Mfor  t^hlu*^^ 
the  Truth;  Why?  What  was  the  reafon  ?  furely  his  great  *"*^''^"-?^^ 
Jove  to  Chrift  and  his  Truth.     Love,  intire  love  to  Chrift 
will  difarm  us  of  all  malice,  and  oppoficion  againft  bim 
Yea,  and  get  love  to  the  Gofpel ,  wherein  lies  our  life  * 
our  hope  ,ourftay,  our  comfort,  our  all.  -..     * 

3.  G^^/-^iV/^,  begitof  God,  and  the  Father  of  oufibfd  GtzfMi 
Jefus  Chrift  to  give  thee  faith :  Faith  would  not  only  fee  a 
Chrift,  but  prize  him  too.  Tvvo  vertues  there  ir^  in 
a  true  faith  ,  Singular  eUimations  ^  and  InfejArahle  affe-^ 
Uions.  Faith  fubjc6ls  the  heart  to  Chrift,  and  ^ives  it 
unto  him,  having  none  in  heaven  or  earth  in  compa- 
lifon  of  him.  Should  I  oppofe  him  or  his  Truths  who 
is  the  beft  of  aJlgood,  and  my  Saviour,  he  came  tofave 
me. 

4.  Rqen  in  tirrfe :  often  finning,  weakens  truth  in  the  i,        . 
inind ,  and  raiieth  ill  difpofitions  in  the  will.    By  much     'P*"-  '"'"^ 

5iw9  'finning 
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6«mng  t  man  becomes  a  very  fl.ivc  to  fin,  and  a  ftrong 
advcrfery  to  truth.  But  fpeedy  Repenunce  dra^vs  o|f 
fihe  heart,  and  being  often  renewed,  keeps  it  tender  and 
f^arfyll  to  offends  Divinp  Truths  make  eaficand  ruling 
imprcifions  upon  an  h^ait  gracioufly  turned  and  mollifv- 

TocIofpupalJ,  Let  the  Word  of  God  really  affect  u5, 
kt  holinefs  in  the  power  and  beauty  of  it  aftcd  us ,  let 
the  fair  and  living  checks  of  Confcicnce  feafonabfy  affe6t 
us  5  let  rhe  blood  of  Chrift  ,  the  eternal  falvation  of  our 
foul^  atfcift  us,  fo  fliali  wc  not  be  guilty  of  thatblafphemy 
^gaiuft  the  Holy  Ghoft  which  fluall  never  be  forgiven. 
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Rr  2  Such 


T7;e  'table* 


fhould  work  a  care  not  to 

fin  againft  him.         p.  jo. 

Reafons  of  it..  p.-^ 

Refent. 


Such  fins  would  be  Trophies 

to  evil  men.  p.y^ 

Reafons  in  refped  of  God.  p. 

77 
We  fhould  be  afraid  of  pre- 

fumptuou^dns.  p,78   Adiffiaikthing  to'^^^^^  p^ 

Degrees  of  prefumptuous  fin-  ^  ^  ^ 

ningSj  though  very  fearfully  • 

yet  recoverable.  p. 8 1 '  Repetition. 

Dilcoveries     of  prefumptuom  Repetition  o(  Cm  is  vcryfcar- 

finnings.  p.  8  2       fuJJ^  p.157 

Confidcrations  to  quicken  our  Repetition  of  fin- may  juftJy 

care    againft    prefumptuous       ftaggcr  a  m.an  about   his 

fins.  p. 8^387, 88   condition. 

Rules  to  be  kept  from  prefum- 

ptnousSim  p.  8  5?  Re fi [lance. 

Whether  all  Refinance  impair 

'      dominion  of  fin^  and  no  Re^ 

fiftance  doth  alwayes  infal- 


P:^59 


Principle^.. 

Two  forts  of  Fz-inciplesyvhich 
have  an  influence  upon  a 
man.  p.i6p 


libly  argue  it.  p. no 


R 


'  Regenerate^ 

WHether  fin  in  domini- 
on may  befall  a  Re- 
gentrate  perfon.  P«  ^  1 7 


p.  60 
ibid, 
p,^l 


Re^raint, . 

Re^raint  what  it  is. 
Whence  it  arifeth. 
What  it  prefuppofeth. 
All  R^jiraij^t  of  sin  is   from 

God,  p.^i 

Alll  evil  men  not  equally  re- 

flrained.  p^Si 

Refiraint  of  sin  an  a6l  of  mer- 

cifull  providence.         p.  62 


Relation* 

O^r  fpeclal  RfUtion  to  Gji  I  Both  good  and  bad  retrained 

fx:om 
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from  fin.  p.62  ^63   Secret    corruptions    are   the 

God  diverfly   retrains    man  |      Chriftians  trouble.  16 

from  fin.  P-^3    Many  wallow   in  fecret  fins^ 

Differences  betwixt  the  Re-       with   the  Aggravations  ot 

ftral^ts  of    good  men  and        it.  p.iS,  ip 

evil  men.  p»6'^:^66^6y    The  principle    of  finning  is 

How  many   wayes  God   re~  \     fecret,  p.  1^320 

(Iraim    his.  fervants  from    Difcoveries  of  a  defire  to  be 

fin.p.6S^6p        cleanfcd  from   fecret  tins  ^ 

Negative  and  pofitivc.  p. 

21 

Motives  to  inforce  our  care  a- 

gainft/^rz-ff  fins.  p.3f 

The  Lord    knows  our  fecret 

fins  early.  Uid. 

And  will  make  them  mani- 

feft.  p.2z 

And  judge  them.  p.  3  j 

A  two -fold  manifeftatiori  of 

S^r^-^^fins.  p.  3  2 

Secret  fins   more    dangerous 

then  open.  p.  33 

In  what  refpcds  they  are  (o. 

P-33>34 
Aggravations   of  fecret  fins. 

P-54^3553^ 
Means  to  be  cleanfcd  from  fe- 
cret Cms.  P'3^ 
Great  fins  fhould  be  feared  as 
wdlzs fecret  fins.      p.45 
Reafons  of  it.           P*45>4^ 


s 


SanBificatiorj. 

AnBificatkn   impcrfeft  in 
this  life.  p.  1 5 


Secret. 

Secret  faults  a  holy  perfon  de- 
fires  to  be  cleanfcd  from 
them.  p. 6 

In  vvhatrefpcd  fins  are  called 
'fecret.  p.  7 

No  Cm  fecret  to  God.         ihid. 

Sixi  is  fecret  to  man  in  refped 
of  the  perfon  finning^  or  the 
manner  of  finning,     p. 8,9 

Why  we  fhould  defire  to  be 
cleanfcd  from  fecret  fins,  p, 

II 

Why  fecret  fins  deceive  us 
moQ:.  p.  1 2 


Secure 
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Secure, 

Be  not  fe cure  becaufeofGods 
prefcnt  filence.    p.  9  2 :  ^  3  • 

Self e 'love. 

Self-love  implanted  m  every 
man,  and  is  natural,  p.245  | 

Duties  may  lawfully  be  dif- 
charged  out  of  felf-hve.  p. 

So  it  be  a  felf-love  in  fubordi- 
nation,  not  m  competition. 

p. 24(5 

Servant. 
A  good  man  is  GoAsfervant. 

P.47 
Two  forts  of  fervants  under 

God.  p.48 

His  plea  that  we  are  Gods 
fervants  fhould  be  ufed  to 
move  the  Lord  to  help  us 
againftfins.  p.49 

Service. 
The  Service  of  fin  is  the  vilcft 

Service^  p.  I333i34)i3  5 
Gods  gracious  acceptance  of 

our  w^dkfervices,  p.  2 1 8 
Divers    confiderations  about 

our  holy  fervicce.     p.2 1 85 


Si/^M 


Htr- 


Sin  wherein  the  ftrebgth  of  It 

"'^cs.  p.  1 3 

sins  diverfly  diftinguiftied.  p. 

54 
Beware  of  a  courfe  of  little 

fins.  p.  85? 

Take  heed  ofthe  Iterations  of 
fin..  ^  p.po 

A  two-fold  obedience  unto 
fw.  ^  p.113 

Several  diftinftions  about  obe- 
dience to  the  commands  of 
fin,  p.  1 14 

Every  fin  as  a6led  is  therefore 
thcworfe.  P-^ip 

The  commands  of  fin  are  the 
vileft commands,     p.  122  , 

123 

Hovv  fin  and  we  arc  enemies. 

P-I37 
0\k  ftrength  againft  fin  mull 

be  improved.  p.  17 

Particular  J/^/^/Wy   are  com- 

palTable  with  a    gracious 

frame,  not  with  a  glorious 

condition.  p.^38 

Tho  things  in  fin.  p.  2  6S 

1      Sin^\id,Djmlmonof  Sin. 

vid. 


W-'^!^ 


'the  Tabk^ 


.  vid.  Forgiv^efs, 

Sin  makes  God  our  enemy,  p. 

277 
Sm  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft^ 

vid.  Blafphemy. 

School-men    wherein     they 

place  the  fi/i  againft  the  H. 

ghost.  p.281 

What  this  Jin  is  called,      p. 

288 
Why  it  fhall  never  be  forgi- 
ven ^  Negatively,     p.288 
Affirmatively.  p.  2  89 

Means  to  preferve  us  from  fal- 
ling into  this  unpardonable 
fin.  p.2p7 


I 


U 

Valn-^ijory^  vid.  Hyfocrifie 
Vpr/ght^  Vprightnefs. 

fear  I  am  not  upright  be- 
caufe  of  my  particular  (in- 
nings;  Anfwered.  p.  120 


^   C4e  II. 

Doubts  from  inequality  about 
holy  ferviccs.    Anfwered. 

p,240^24I 


Cafe  1 1 1. 

Doubts  of  Vprightnefs  from 
felf-love  ?  anfwered. 

p,  244.245 

Cafe  I  V. 

Whether  all  felf-applaufe 
and  vain-glory  be  incom- 
patible with  Vprigknefs  : 
Anfwered,        p.  24^5  247 

Motives  to  get  Ufrightnefs.  p. 

Means  for  the  gettiugof  z/^- 
right  hearts.  P'^S^ 

G  o  to  G  od  for  them.       ibid. 

Means  for  prefcrving  Upright- 
nefs.  p,2  53 

Conii derations  to  keep  visuf^ 
right,  p.2585259 

vid.  Cheerfulnefsy  Uprightnefs  y 

wid.Fearof  God,  vid.F^/V/;.vid, 

Holinefs.  vid.  Hypocrites,  vid. 

Hatred  of  fin.  vid,  Humblenefs 

of  heart. 

Some  kinds  or  finning  contra- 
did  upriohtnefs ,  and  what 
they  arc.  p.  138^1 3^ 

A  Chriftian  fhould  endeavour 
to  be  uprigit.  P«^77 

Wliac  it  is  to  be  upright,     p„ 

178 

Upright^ 
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>  flpri^bt:rie[s3ipplyed  fevcrally. 

p.iyS^ryp. 
Uprigknefs  exprcfibd  by  fun- 
dry  wayes  and  places,     p. 

179 
Uprlghtnefs  6.Q:(Lnh^i,  p.  182 
Uprt^btnefs  ^how  it  deals  about 
Graces.  P-^^S 

Sins.  p.  18^ 

Duties.  P-iS? 

Uprigjnnefs  its  cndandfcope. 

p.  187 

Why  we    fhould  endeavour 

to  be  upright.  p.  1 8p 

God  looks  tor  it^  and  at  it. 

ibid, 
Irs  the  only  thing  he  expcds. 

p.i5>i 

It  brinsfs  the  whole  man  to 

God.  p.  19  2 

God  judgeth  a  man  by    it. 

ibid. 
A  difficult  thing  to  be  upright. 

p. 201 

To  be    upright  is    a  poffible 

thing.  p. 201, 202 

Difcovcriesof  tl^rightnef$.  p. 

202 

The  principal  car-e  oi  Upright^ 

nefs  is   the  reformation  of 

the  heart,  ^    ibid. 

The  upright  man  makes  con- 


fcience  of  all  fins.    p.  204 
How  this  may  be  difcovered. 

Wherein  Uprigknefs  appears 
about  fin.  p.208 

Uprigkriefs  difcovered  in  our 
difp  jfition  about  duties,  p. 

209 

By  univcrfality  of  obedience. 

p.2IO 

By  fimplicity  of  obedience,  p. 

212. 
By  Spirituality  of  obedience. 

p.213 
By  humility  of  obedience,  p. 

2I5 
An  upright  perfon  the  bent  and 
purpofe  of  his  heart  is  to 
/     God.  p.2i5 

The  upright  perfon  finds  indul- 
gence for  offences .     p.  2  2  2 
An  upright  perfon  the  Lord  is 
his  God  in  Covenant,     p. 

224 

Uprightnefs  intitles  the  perfon 

to  the  bleffings  of  heaven 

and  earth.  P225 

Uprightnefs  feafons  all  our 

conditions.  p.22^ 

Uprightnefs  will    be    a   good 

friend  in  death.       p.  227 

I  fear  I  am  not  upright.      An-  . 

I  fwercd.  p.228.  Di- 
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Divers  Cafes  about  Upright^ 
nefs.  P-2  3I 

In  cafe  our  abftinence  from  fin 
is  out  of  fear  of  Judgement, 
therefore  not  upright. p.  231 


W 

FVednefs* 

Great  ^eaknefs  in  the  ftrongeft 
'    Ghriftian.  p.8o 

Win. 

Three  things  appertain  to  the 


There  is  a  two-fold  mU.  Hid. 

There  is  a  double  concourfe  of 

the  mils  confent  to  fin.     p« 

III 

world. 

Hearts  crucified  to  the  vporld 
prclerve  uprightnefs.      p» 

Be  not  peremptory  for  worldly 
ends,  .    p.2p^ 

work. 

h\\i\\tmrk  of  a  Chriftianis 
not  abroad.  p.  17 
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.    Courteous 


Courteous  Reader ,  Thefe  Books  following  a 

printed  or  fold  by  v^domramBjfieU.sLt  the  three  BiiUi  ^ 
ComM^ntxtdoottoTopes-bead  Alky. 

IHE  Hi^ory  of  the  Evanqellcall  Churches  of  the  Va- 
liQSofVledmo?7t  y  containing  ainoflexad  Geo^^ra- 
phicall  defcripcion  of  the  place,  and  a  faithfull  ac- 
count of  the  Dodtrine,  life ,  and  Prefervation,  of  the 
Ancient  inhabitants,  together  with  a  nioft  naked  and 
pun6tuall  reladon  of  the  late  bloody  Maflacre,  i5^  5. 
'And  a  Narrative  of  all  the  follovving  tranfa6^ions  to  1658.  JuHified* 
partly  by  divers  Ancient  Manufcripts  written  many  hundred  ycares 
before  Calvin  or  Luther y  by  S^^J^nel  MonUnd  Efq.  in  fol. 

Bivlm  Characters  in  two  parts ,  acutely  diftinguilliing  the  inorcfc- ' 
crct  and  undifcerned  differences  between  the  hypocrite  in  his  bvft 
drefle  of  feeming  vcrtues  >  and  form  of  duties,  and  the  true  Chriftian 
in  his  reall  graces  and  fincere  obedience,  by  Mr.  Sarptuel  Crooks  in  foj. 
A  Commentary  upon  the  three  firft  Chapters  oiGf^nefshy  that  Re- 
verend Divin^<^Mr.  JahnPVhiteyhttoiDorchefterjinfo], 

^An  Exfofition  upon  Ez,ekjel ,  by  Mr.  yFilllam  Greenhi/Iin  4*. 
The  hnwhie  finner  rcfolved  what  he  fhould  do  to  be  faved,or  faith 
in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  the  only  way  of  falvation,fay  Mr.  O bad] ah 
SedgwickSn  4*. 

The  Riches  of  grace  dlfflayedm  the  offer  and  tender  o^falvatlonto 
foorjtnners  by  Mr.  Ohadiah  Sedgrvickjn  1 2\ 

The  fomtaine  opened  and  the  water  of  life  flowing  forth  ,  for  the  re- 
frclhing  of  thirfty  finners,  wherein  is  fet  out  Chrifts  earnetjand  gra- 
cious invitation  of  poor  finners  to  come  unto  the  waters:  His  com- 
plaining expoftulation,  with  the  ingratitude  and  folly  of  rhofe  who 
neglcft  fo  great  falvation.  His  renewed  Solicitation-,  with  all  ear- 
neftnefs,  and  the  moft  perfwaiive  Argnmentno  allure  thir/^y  finners 
to  come  to  Chrift,  by  M.:. Ohadiah  Sedgwick-i'm  4°. 

Thi  VUin  Do^rine  of  the  Jufli/ication  of  a  (inner  in  the  fi^ht  of 
God,juftified  by  the  God  of  Truth  in  his  holy  word,  and  the  cfoid  of 
witneifcsin  all  ages,  wherein  are,  handled  the  caufcs  of  the  finncrs 

Jiifdficatioa, 


Juftification,  explained  and  applied  in  a  plain,  doftrinal  and  familiar 
way,for  the  Capacity  and  underftanding  of  the  weak  and  ignorant, 
by  Mr,Charis  Qhanncy^  in  4°. 

The  Gofpels  Glory  without  prejudice  to  the  Law,rhining  forth  in  the 
olory  of  God,theFacher,Sonand  Holy  Gho(t,for  the  falvation  of  fin* 
ners  who  through  ( ^race  do  believe,  by  Richard  ByfciU^  in  8^ 

A  Declaration  of  the  Faith  and  Order  owned  and  pradifcd  in  the 
Cc^n*7re?,arional  Churches  in  ^«^/^»^  agreed  upon,  and  confentcd  un- 
to by  rheir  Elders  and  Melfengers  in  their  meeting  at  the  Savoy ^m  4% 
H0bhakj;^ikj  prayer  applyed  to  the  Churches  prefent  occafion,  and 
ChriftsCounfel  to  the  Church  of  Vhlladelfhla^  very  feafonable  and 
ufefull  for  thefe  times,  by  M^. Samuel  Balmfordy  in  8°. 
a  (hoitC atechifmhyH:,Ohadiah  S/^^/V^.  ' 

Hidden  LManna^  by  Mr.  Temtr  in  1 2"*. 

Safe  CorJfi^y  or  the  Saints  guidance  to  glory ,by  Mr*  Ralph  Roi>mfe»^ 

in  4^ 

\\iz Saints  lo^iglngzk^i  their  heavenly  Country,  by  JA:^ Ralph  Ro- 

yinfon  in  4°.    . 

A  Sermjn  at  a  Faft  by  lAtyNathamel  H^ard,  in  4% 
ijiiofes  his  death,  a  Sermon  at  the  Funeral  of  Mr.  Edward  Bright 
Minifter ,  by  Mr.  Samueljacomh^  in  4^ 

A  fhort  and  plain  Catechlfm^  inltruding  a  Learner  of  Chriftian 
Religion  what  he  is  to  believe^and  what  he  is  to  pradife,  by  Mr.  Sa- 
muel I  acomh  in  ^\  ^ 

The  Hlpocrltlcal  Nation  defcribed,with  an  Epiille  preiixed  by  Mr. 
Samuel  Jacomh.  in  4*.  ^  ^ 

A  Se-rmon  of  the  bapti^ng^  of  infants,  by  Mr.  Stephen  Marfhall  in  4^ 

The  umty  of  the  Saints  with  Chri{i  the  head,  by  Mr.  Stephan  Mar- 

fh^ll. 

There  is  now  in  the  prefTe  that  long  expe£led  booke.  Thf  Bowels 
of  tender  mercy  Sealed  In  the  everlaftlng  Covenant ^  by  Mr.  Obadtah 
Sedgwlckj^^^^' 
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